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WARNING

Due to the diversity of the historical documents quoted and
1o differences between the transcriptions of proper names
sdopted by the different authors, we have decided to follow

‘he following rules :

' the French and English versions of the book, we will keep
persons and places as they are
sed in those languages, in order to facilitate their identifica-

~on. For instance, the name Cabdulgaadir Jaamac (in the So-
‘s transcribed Abdoulkader Djama in French

‘he transcriptions of names of

mali language)
-nd Abdulkader Jama in English.
For the Somali version of this work, we use the Latin transcrip-

tion adopted since 1972 for this language. It should be noted
that the orthographic transcription of Somali language has the

following differences with French or English languages :

The letter x is used to transcribe the voiceless pharyngeal

fricative [h],

The letter c for the voiced pharyngeal fricative [C],

The letter dh for the voiced retroflex occlusive [d], and

The letter kh for the voiceless velar occlusive [x].

1

Besides, the doubled vowel in Somali means that the vowel is

long.
1 |
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The name of the city where the massacre took place is transcr;.
bed in the three languages as follows :

- In Somali : Ayshaca
- In English : Aysha’a
- In French : Aycha’a

For the names of the places which are not well known, we yse

the Somali transcription and give into bracket their transcrip-
tion in the other languages.

In our quotations of archival documents, we have decided to
keep the names of people and places as they are transcribed in
those documents.
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INTRODUCTION

On 12 August 1960, in the small town of Aysha’a, Ethiopia,
one of the biggest massacres committed by the Ethiopian army
against Somali populations occurred. It was a planned mas-
sacre carried out in cold blood by soldiers of the Ethiopian
Empire which, in a few days, wiped out a large part of the
population of the city and the nomadic settlements in the area.
The survivors had no choice but to flee to seek refuge in So-
malia, a country which had just gained its independence, and
in Djibouti, still under the shock provoked by the results of
the self-determination referendum of 1958. The inhabitants of
Aysha’a never recovered from the trauma and many of them
did not return to their homes and hence they begun rebuilding

their lives in other places.

Although this massacre left a deep scar on the collective me-
mory of the Somali people in the region, it has not been docu-
mented or told by writing. Therefore, it was not recognized
by those who perpetuated it. More than 61 years later, the de-

nial of the responsible authorities and the concealment of this

tragedy remains unaddressed. The profound trauma that this
massacre caused in the victims and their descendants has also,

in a way, facilitated the silence that has surrounded it so far.

In order to accomplish the duty to remember and break
such long silence on this tragedy that we formed at the
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end of 2019 an “Independent Committee for the Memory of
Aysha’a” composed of researchers, descendants of victims and
ordinary citizens motivated by the only search for the truth.
The main objective of this voluntary and civic action was to
reconstruct in the most rigorous and objective way possible
what really happened in Aysha‘a and its surroundings during
the month of August 1960.

The committee launched a call for witnesses to solicit all those
who could have information, photos or documents on this
event. We also carried out research in the national archives of
certain countries concerned (France, Great Britain, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Egypt) to find documents attesting this massacre. We
conducted interviews with direct and indirect witnesses in va-
rious towns and villages in the region (Djibouti, Dikhil, Ali

Sabieh, Dire Dawa, Jigjiga, Aysha’a, Hadagalla,) to collect their
testimonies and their versions of the facts. We cross-referenced

these different sources to understand the causes, process and
consequences of this massacre.

As no book or article has been yet published on this histori-
cal event, the information we are offering in this publication

is therefore first-hand information directly drawn from the
Archival documents and from witnesses who have lived the

horrors.

This book is published in different languages to share with
the general public the results of our research which brings evi-
dence on the reality and scale of Aysha’a massacre.

In this publication we start by providing a brief description
of the major milestone events in the world and in the Horn of

Africa that have impacted the local context.

|16



INTRODUCTION l

We then highlight the sequence of events that occu rred during
the crucial years between 1956 and 1960 and have led to the
planning of the massacre in Aysha’a and other Somali towns
and villages.We explain why what happened in this city and
its surroundings can be qualified as genocide, according to the

definition and criteria established by the United Nations Or-

ganization in particular its Convention on the Prevention and

Punishment of the Genocide crime.

Finally, we let the eyewitnesses tell us in their own words the
horrors and violence that they experienced and/or observed
during the massacre and in the weeks that followed.

This work of history and remembrance is undertaken to ho-
nor the victims, to facilitate the recognition of the Aysha’a
massacre as a genocide and, finally, to alert and prevent other
crimes of this kind in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa.

This document also aims to lay the groundwork for further re-

search to be undertaken by the young generation of historians
in the region. It could also serve as an example of independent

academic initiatives to elucidate other genocides in Ethiopia

and the region.

17 |
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PART 1: Historical Context .

A Aysha’a :
A City with a Tragic
Destiny

Ethio-Djiboutian Railway, Ayshaa was the largest city
on the rail trunk from Djibouti to Dire Dawa.

Situated in the plain of Caylo Weyn of Sitti Zone, Aysha'a was
an important stopover of railway traffic and as such, it housed
one of the technical workshops of the railway company. It was
also a trading center at the crossroads of the caravan routes
between the Somali and Djiboutian coastlines and the Ethio-

pian highlands.

Finally, Aysha’a was at the cross lines situated in the busy
transhumance trials of pastoral communities in search of pas-
ture between the Awash Valley, the Great Plains of Dhuunyar,
the Coastlands of the Awdal and the foothills of the Cali Xaydh

I ocated at 140 kilometres, on the well-known 784 km

Plateau.

Aysha’a emerged with the opening of the railway line, in June
1917, between Djibouti and Addis Ababa. It hosted some of
the populations from the historic town of Zeila and other loca-
lities in Somalia and Ethiopia that had fallen into decline as a

result of the upheaval brought about by the railway.

The small town rapidly developed attracting more and more
caravans of nomads who came to trade or to settle there. The

21 |



town was divided into two large sections : Aysha’a Weyn. in the
South and Awra Eeg, in the North. The number of the inhab;.
tants of the town was estimated in 1960 to be between 15,000
and 20,000 without including the great number of Nnomads
who used to come in daily with their caravans, and of Visitors
who used to stay there for some time du ring the pi]grimages
to the religious and ancestral remembrance s; tes.

Aysha’a was an example of the dynamic interactions between
the city and the bush. The pastoralists used to bring the typical '
products of their environment (animals, firewood, milk, but-
ter and cream) as well as their ethical codes, customary laws,

|22



PART 1: Historical Context l

1 products that they needed the most such
as mainly grains, clothing, cooking oil, sugar, battery, etc.
Moreover, they were exposed to new ways of life, ethics and
political ideas. The open air markets and bazars Were quite
busy and the major regional currencies (Ethiopian dollar, Dji-
boutian Franc, Somali Shilling) were used in the commercial
exchanges. |
nized while at the
r cultu-

re very

It was a town where nomads slowly urba
same time, they conserved the essential features of thei

ral heritage. In addition to football matches, which we
ocals also organized traditional sport

os and Rubo’o. One of the greatest

football players deemed the best striker in the sixties of the
Ethiopian Soccer Team, Ismael Garille, was a son of Aysha‘a.
At nightfall, the inhabitants used also to get together in public
spaces to perform nomadic dances especially folk dances and

songs inherited from the historic city of Zeila.

Another social attraction was the arrivals and departures of
the train which accentuated the life of the town and brought

together hundreds of people to the station and along the

railway tracks.

popular in the town, thel
tournaments such as Go’

A cosmopolitan place at the time, Aysha’a, was proud to assert
its Somali cultural identity and its socio-economic dynamism.
Because of its position, its cultural specificity and the day-to-
day activity of its population, it was able to escape the Amhari-
zation enterprise undertaken by the Ethiopian imperial power
in the conquered territories and the French assimilation policy
towards colonized populations. In fact, Emperor Haile Selas-
ho had good relations with France had tried to accord it a

23 |
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certain autonomy to the French-led Railway Company, which,
for instance, was allowed to hire among the Somali population
living along the railway corridor. France on its part was trying
to respect the sovereignty of the Ethiopian State by avoiding
to apply its assimilation policies on the people living beyond
the territory it occupied. Even the Ambharic speaking commu-
nity in the city, composed mainly of Ethiopian civil servants
and police officials, had to integrate into the local culture and

learn the Somali language.

This combination of historical circumstances placed the inha-
bitants of Aysha’a in a kind of a blind spot that allowed them
to enjoy relative room for maneuver to develop commercial,
educational, religious and political activities that the represen-
tatives of the Ethiopian and French administrations had diffi-

culty to curb.

Aysha'a was, therefore, a vibrant town where a relatively af-
fluent class of merchants, entrepreneurs and railway officials
had emerged. At a time when pilgrimage to Mecca was com-
plicated and expensive, there were many traders who had
gained the title of “Hadji”. Some of its members had become
respected notables and patrons who financed social programs
such as schools, mosques, cultural and humanitarian activi-
ties. They used to help the population during drought, floods,
and in time of other natural calamities. The city was also home
to the mausoleums or “Magams” of esteemed Sheikhs and
Saints of Islamic Sufi i.e. Sheikh Muse Ismail (Muse Rijaal),
Sheikh Abdulkader Jilani, Sheikh Batuun, etc. These Maqams
attracted a large number of disciples dedicated to preserve
their memories and teachings. These people were particular-
ly targeted by the soldiers because of the tradition of putting

|24



PART 1: Historical Context .

banners in the mausoleums some of which were blue like the

Somali flag. This custom had already attracted the attention of
the local authorities who considered it as a provocation.

B

Aysha’a was therefore, a city open to the influences of outside
world thanks to its central position on the transportation and
communication lines i.e. railway, caravan trails and its cultu-
ral and religious significance. Due to these attributes, it was
also a place where the ideas of emancipation and self-determi-
nation that circulated in the Horn of Africa and in the world at
large, were followed and debated over through regional and
international radio stations that were widely listened to such
as Cairo Radio “The Voice of Arabs” : Radio Hargeisa and Ra-
dio Mogadishu and the BBC Somali Service.

25 |
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Aysha’a train station 2005 - R-iéhgrd S'G_gf-tf-tfs -Collection JP Crozet

The city’s elites, the merchants, teachers, and religious leaders
were following the political debates sparked by the Bandung
Conference, the Suez Canal Crisis, the Liberation war of Alge-
ria and Indochina and Independence Movements in Africa
and especially in Somalia and Djibouti.

|26
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B International
Context

The international context in the 1950s was marked by four ma-
jor events, i.e. the Bandung Conference ; the Suez Canal Crisis;
the Algerian War of Liberation ; and the African Independence
in 1960, which had strongly impacted the events in the Horn

of Africa and in particular, in Ethiopia.

1. The Bandung Conference

The Bandung Conference took place in the [sland of Jakarta,
Indonesia, from April 18 to 24, 1955, in the middle of the Cold
War. It brought together, for the first time, twenty-nine coun-
tries of Asia and Africa, that represented more than half of hu-
manity. The conference marked the will of young States which
emerged from decolonization process and grouped themsel-
ves under the name of “Third World Countries” to make their
voices heard on the international scene. The six independent
African countries that participated in the Bandung Conference

were Ethiopia, Egypt, Ghana, Libya, Liberia, and Sudan.

The participants unanimously adopted a series of resolutions
that condemned all forms of colonialism and racism suppor-
ting countries under colonial domination and proclaiming the
rights of peoples to self-determination. Recalling their adh

rence to the principles of the United Nations, they called fe_
peacekeeping and a more just and balanced world order R(;r

27 |
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agreed on the urgency of va-
had for too long, been denied

ural front, they

garding the cult
cultures which

luing their own

by colonialism.
d in Bandung had a great symbolic si-

cople of the Third World. The
{ the Afro-Asian Movement
rience of colonization and
4 and Africa for a greater

The decisions adopte
and impact on the p
conference facilitated the birth o
the painfu] common expe
lpcop]es; of Asi

gnificance

based on
the aspirations of the
ornational relations.
hat the Egyptian President Gamal
pired to recover the full sovereignty of
on the international sce-

nd hostility of the Wes-
d Kingdom that

justice In int
It was at this conference t
Abdel Nasser, who as
his country gained a certain influence
ne. This fame reinforced the distrust a
tern powers, especially France and the Unite

+ had to face during the Suez Canal Crisis.
-ts conflict with Egypt OVer the control of the waters

e and its concerns about

Nasse

the aspirations for auto-

Despite
of the Nil
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| Vi : J .- I’ r igﬂ,i,‘d '. : } ; ‘. ; g

R T




nomy of the peoples of Eritrea and the Somali region, Ethio-
pia participated in the Bandung Conference where the rights
to emancipation and self-determination of the peoples had
been strongly proclaimed. Therefore, It could have taken the
measure of the advancement of these ideas and the risks they
would pose to its imperial policy regarding the annexation of
the territories under its trusteeship.

2. The Suvez Canal Crisis

The origin of this crisis could be traced back to the 1952 over-
throw of the Kingdom of Egypt, under the reign of King Fa-
rouk I, by the Free Officers’ Movement of the Egyptian Army:-
The Egyptian Revolution, both social and national, led by Mo-
hammed Naguib and Gamal Abdel Nasser abolished monar-

chism, ended the British tutelage, and undertook a series of
hationalization programmes. In the summer of 1956, Nasser,

who succeeded to Naguib as President in 1954, decided to na-
tionalize the Suez Canal, thus calling into question the privile-
ges held by the United Kingdom and France that co-managed
it. The Canal Company retaliated by withdrawing 1ts British
and French technicians who were immediately replaced by

others offered by the N on-aligned countries, mostly, India.

ulminated in the outbreak of a war on 29 October
1956, by the Tripartite Secret Alliance formed by France, the
United Kingdom and the State of Israel against Egypt. It oc-
curred in the midst of the Cold War and paradoxically, it led to
4 certain agreement between the United States and the Soviet
Union, the two countries at the head of two conflicting blocs
which opposed the military aggression against Egypt. The ’
imposed an end to the conflict and the withdrawal of f‘ i J
forces notably British and French. orelgn

The crisis C

29 |
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Fhe Sues Canal Crisis brought about a series of major “hdny;-ﬂ
e the international relations that had a significant Impact :m
the Horn of Africa and particularly, Hthiopia whose F-mpt'ror
was tryving to legitimize the appropriation of Somali territorjeg
and to consolidate an alliance with Western countries, notably
by plaving on religious feelings.

The United Kingdom and France lost their prestige of power i
this war, while the United States and the USSR became indis-
pensable players in the Middle East. This crisis has somehow,
heralded the beginning of the colonial empires’ decline, [f al-
lowed Egypt to strengthen its anti-colonial, third-world, socia-
list and pan-Arab positions.

Egyptincreased its political support and material assistance to
the Algerian National Liberation Front (F N) which was head-
quartered in Cairo. It also hosted other liberation movements,
in particular, the Somali Youth League (SYL) which was figh-
ting for Somalia’s independence, A Somali Language Service
was opened in 1953 within Cairo Radio, long before the BBC.

Egypt also accelerated the preparations of the construction
of the great Aswan Dam to protect its agricultural lands from
flooding and to generate electricity despite the suspension of
funds by Western countries that accused Cairo of receiving
weapons from the Eastern Bloc,

Moreover, Sudan, an Anglo-Fgyptian condominium, gained
independence in 1956, while the Hashemite power in Iraq
which was vassal of the West also experienced a revolution
in 1958 and passed into the hands of the Pro-Nasserites. Le-
banon was rocked in 1958 by a mini civil war between Wes-
tern-oriented Christians and Muslims looking towards the
Arab world.

| 30
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he Arab-Muslim
Ethiopian g0~
ent with the
f self-deter-

T'his development in Egypt and the rest of t
world raised great concerns on the part of the
vernment, which strengthened its rapprochem
West and took action to counter the aépirations 0]
mination of its rebellious regions.

3. The Algerian Liberation War

est movement that has
IT. It iJJustrated,
e forced to en-
d self-deter-

The Algerian War was part of the prot
shaken up colonial empires after World War
the fierce struggle that colonized peoples wer
gage during 1950’s for their dignity, freedom an

mination.
[t began In March 1954, nine ye

tif, Guelma and Kherrata commi
colonial forces in May 1945 against Alge

ding their autonomy.

On 1st November, 1954, the FLN unleashed attacks in various
parts of Algeria against military installations, police stations,
warehouses, communications infrastructure, and public buil-

dings.

ars after the massacres in Se-
tted in Algeria by the F rench
rian civilians deman-

The war that mainly pitted the National Liberation Front
Joainst the French Army and its Algerian surrogates lasted
from 1954 to 1962. It was, without doubt, one of the deadliest
conflicts of decolonization. [t did cause hundreds of thou-
sands of deaths, the forced displacement of millions of pea-

sants fleeing their lands and the disintegration of the Algerian

society and economy.

The war ended up with the recognition of Algeria’s Ind
dence on July 3, 1962, following a referendum on self epen-
mination, and the birth of the People’s Demo Cratic; _de;er‘

epublic
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of Algeria on 25 September, It also led to the exodug (g Fran
St T ance

of about one million “Pied Noir” (French settlers of III‘”"”PM
g i 7 i § T dn

decent in Algeria) and 42,000 “Harkis” (local auxiliaries fy th
¢

French Army during the Algerian War),

i - g " | r 1 I' : I.f * "

I'his conflict had a profound impact on France’s foreigy and
colonial policy. It first justified the decision to milihuri!y rety.
: : Vi i y Qiior ] |
liate to the nationalization of the Suez Canal by Egypt, in 1956,
which hosted the headquarters of the FLN's foreign (|(.](.ga_
tion.

['he conflict also accelerated the French government’s decision
in 1958 to hold referendums in its colonies to choose their sta-
tus with France. Finally, it precipitated its granting of inde-
pendence to the countries in West and Central Africa under ifs
colonial rule in 1960.

< i N r . i b _ _
Celebration of the cms{lfjm i1.1962 in Alger. A lar:—iy L'f&k_l’!mm

e
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.............................................. PART 1: Historical Context

The Algerian war also echoed in the Horn of Africa, mainly
through Cairo Radio and the BBC both broadcasting in Somal;
language. As the headquarters of the FLN was based in Cairo
and that a member of the Central Committee of the Somali
Youth League, Mohamed Hadji Hussein, headed the Somali
section of Cairo Radio, it was possible that contacts had occur-
red between Algerian and Somali independence militants.

4. African Independences

The year of 1960 was a pivotal year for Africa. Seventeen Afri-
can countries, including Somalia, gained independence. [t was
the culmination of a long political as well as cultural struggle

for the emancipation of African peoples that began in the 19th
century with the resistance of Emir Abdelkader in Algeria and

Sayed Abdullah Hassan in Somalia.

Second World War and by the Crisis of the
merging Superpowers, the
beration movements,

Weakened by the
Suez Canal, challenged by the e

United States and USSR, and fought by i
the United Kingdom and France were forced to dismantle

their colonial empires. In Africa, it was between the years 1958
and 1963 that most of the colonies gained their independence
through negotiation, referendum, or war. This wave of inde-
nce also affected the Spanish and Portuguese colonies,
uatorial Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mozambique, Angola,
ncipe, and the Islands of Cabo Verde in 1968

pende

i.e. Eq
Sao Tomé and Pri

and 1975.
For the Somali populations of the Horn of Africa i.e. Djibouti,

Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya this era of independence gave
rise to great hopes. A movement, the Somali Youth League
(SYL),Ururka Dhalinyarada Soomaaliyeed, emerged in the
1940’s to carry on the aspirations for independence and for
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the unity of the Somali people in the region. SYL contribyte,|
to the independence of the British protectorate of Somalilang
on 26th Tune 1960 and the unification on 1st July 1960 with th
[talian administered part of Somalia to form the Republic of
Somalia. The SYL with its program of reunitication of Somg];
territories and promotion of the Somali language and cultyre
soon became a common threat to the colonial powers opera.
ting in the region, 1.e. France, United Kingdom and [taly as
well as to Ethiopia, \\huh received from the British the trys-
teeship of the Somali region of Haud and Reserved Areas.

T !-v

re
As we will see in the following pages, the Aysha'a Massac
5 Pab
1spuatmn

was a violent response to the threat raised by the
Somali

for unification of Somali people and by the birth of the
Republic in 1960.
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C I Regional
Context

The events that took place in the Horn of Africa in the 1950’s
interacted with what was happening in the rest of the world.
The region was in the midst of upheaval as with the strengthe-
ning of the Ethiopian imperial state ; the independence of the
British protectorate of Somalia and the Somali territory admi-
nistered by Italy ; the negotiations on the future of the “Haud”
and “Reserved Areas” ; the referendum organized by France
in Djibouti to choose its new status, and Ethiopia’s gradual
control over Eritrea. It was a time when the various protago-
nists, engaged in a race against time, were developing all-out
political, military and communication strategies to advance
their interests. Ethiopia, which was trying to take advantage of
the dismantling of the colonial empires, developed a policy of
aggressive conquest of Somali territories that led to the mas-
sacres of civilian populations, as it was the case in Aysha’a.

The Partition of Somali Territories, Pan-So-
malism and Independence

From the beginning of the nineteenth century, the European
powers, headed by Great Britain, then France and Italy -Cam

to the Somali coasts for various reasons and signed Se’ ar te
treatics with different Somali groups. In this context ofp o

competition between the colonial powe fierce

rs for the conquest of
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Africa territories, the main aspiration of the Somalj people wh
had signed agreements with them was to obtain some proteco
tion of the territorial integrity of their lands, especially agains;
encroachments by Abyssinian imperial power. Despite bein
into contact with the Somalis, the European colonial Powers
came to be confronted with the ambitions of the Abyssinjap
Empire. Treaties, often kept secret, were signed with the latter
at the expense, mostly, of the Somali populations. This is the
case with the treaties concluded secretly in 1897 between the
three European powers and Emperor Menelik, which called
into question certain clauses of the agreements previously
signed with the Somali groups. France, for example, signed an
agreement renewing and supplementing the earlier treaties of
1843 and 1894, granting portions of the Somali-Issa territory to
Menelik.

But the most scandalous betrayal was that committed by
Britain, which in 1897 signed a treaty delimiting the border
between British Somaliland and Ethiopia and ceding some
40,000 square kilometres of Somali territory to the latter.

This treaty concluded by the British representative, Mr. JR
Rodd, had even been criticized, at the time, by British Par-
liamentarians and the Minister of Colonies who declared
that “the Treaty of 1897 was regrettable, it suffered from our
limited knowledge of Somaliland” The decision of the Briti
sh was motivated by their desire to obtain Menelik’s help in
the war against the Mahdist movement in Sudan and in their
confrontation with France around the sources of the Nile. The
treaty was kept secret until its date of execution in 1948.

Italy had resisted Menelik’s land claims, but after its defeat
at Adowa in 1896, it signed a provisional border agreement
favourable to Ethiopia. But when Italy joined the Axisi.e. Gf?f'
many and Japan, during the Second World War and had -
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vaded Ethiopia in 1935-1936, it incorporated Ethiopia into a
large Italian colony with Eritrea and Somali territories, inclu-
ding British Somaliland, in 1940. But in 1941, the British coun-
ter altacked with the help of Com monwealth Forces to defeat
the Ntalians and put under its administration all the territo-
ries of the Horn of Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia, the French Somali
Coast occupied by the isolated forces of Vichy, British Somali-
land, Italian Somalia and Kenya).

In 1942, the British still rotained control of the railway line to

Addis Ababa, the town of Dire-Dawa as well as the north-eas-
tern part of the Somali territories, including the areas borde-
ring British Somaliland, known as Haud but also the main
trading town of Jigjiga, located in the “Reserved Areas”. The
border regions of the South-East consisting of the vast plains
known as the Ogaden Desert which the Italians had previously
attached to their possessions and were administered from
Mogadishu were also placed under a separate British control.
During that period, Haile Selassie undertook several actions

towards the different Somali groups by distributing a lot of
o their traditional leaders, to persuade

money and favors t
the plan of the British Foreign Minister,

them not to adhere to
known as the “Bevin Plan”.
the unification of all Somali territories

lia” under a single administration, pre-

ferably British and under the tutelage of the United Nations.
However, the Bevin Plan was rejected by the United States,
the Soviet Union and France. After the plan failed, the British
returned in1946 the control of Dire-Dawa and the railway to
Ethiopia and retained the Reserved Areas of Jigjiga, and the
Haud region, under their military administration. The Oga-
den area, meanwhile, continued to be administered with the

territory under Italian domination.

This Plan proposed
into a “Greater Soma
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In 1948 the British, yiolding to the incessant I'eqUEStS of Ethl
pia, unilaterally abandoned the Reserved Areas and the ()gn-
den Region to Ethiopia, but kept the Haud Region. ”

In 1949, the United Nations entrusted Italy with the tutelage
of the former Somali Italian colony for a period of ten years
while Britain and France retained the administration of ’rhei;-
former possessions.

It was only in 1954 that Great Britain handed over the Haud
region to Ethiopia against the wishes of the Somal; people
who were not consulted. This decision caused a great deal of
discontent and uprisings among the peoples of the concerned
regions. For example, members of the Somali Youth League
(SYL) strongly protested in Harar and sent a delegation to the
UN to call for the attachment of the Somali Territories (now
Sitti Zone, Harar and the Haud Region) to the future “Greater
Somalia/Somali Republic”. To punish this action, the Abyssi-
nian power reacted brutally, and its troops committed a bloo-
dy repression in Harar.

Thus, Britain, through its acts of treachery and erratic policy,
played a crucial role in the fragmentation of the Somali terri-
tory and left behind a time bomb, as it did in the Middle East
and Asia. And there lies the origin of the quagmire and disas-
trous hangover of the nowadays Horn of Africa.

In the French Somali Coast , a territory inhabited ma'mly.by
the Somali-Issa and Afar, France had also engaged in terrto-
rial negotiations with Ethiopia to the detriment of these .pOPUI;
lations, particularly with the signing of the FrancD-Ethl'i‘»‘P"::;‘1 _
Treaty of 1897. Here, too, the implementation of these artf "
gements were followed by vehement and vigorous Protere”
by the local people but were, equally, subjected to violen
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pression by the French colonial forces. Djibouti’s nationalists
were severely oppressed, imprisoned and deported from the

territory.

One of the leaders of this movement was Mr. Mohamoud Har-
bi Farah who campaigned for the independence of the terri-
tory during a referendum organized in September 1958 by
France in its African colonies to choose their status.

In Kenya, the Somali people of the Northern Frontier District
(NFD), annexed to Kenya, also expressed their wishes to join
a future Greater Somalia/” Somali Republic “, but Kenyan po-
litical leaders, such as Jomo Kenyatta, the leader of the Mau
Mau movement, opposed the pan-SomaIi nationalism and Bri-
tain acquiesced and, once again, betrayed the Somali people
and dashed their wishes to be protected and united.

Resistance and Pan Somali Movement

e against the lusts of colonial powers be-
the leadership of the religious lea-

der, Mr. Mohamed Abdille Hassan, nicknamed - The “Mad
Mullah” by the British. Joining the Salihiya Brotherhood, he
created the Dervish Movement (Daraawiish in Somali) and
waged a 20-year war against the British, Italian and Ethiopian
He claimed the unification of the Somali people of
ca and used poetry to convey his political
messages that had a great echo. He is considered to be the first
Somali nationalist and one of the greatest poets in the Soma-
li language. His resistance movement was heavily weakened
only after the most powerful colonial empire of the time had
for the first time in history of liberation wars, resorted to air-
craft to combat that freedom fighter and his followers. Sayyid
Mohamed Abdille Hassan, died in December 1920 of flu.

The Somali resistanc
gan as early as 1899 under

empires.
all the Horn of Afri
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After hisdeath and the defeat of the Dervish move
Somali territories were subjected to all kinds of ne
and partitions between the European powers (Gre
France, and Italy) and the Ethiopian Empire,

ment, th o
at Bl'itain,

Most of the agreements signed between the variou
groups and the colonialists were betrayed by the latte
pliance to their interests. The populations led dai]
resistance and sometimes organized uprisings that
riably and brutally suppressed.

S Soma);
I'In com.
Yy cultura[
were inva-

Ethiopia, which had benefited greatly from these negotia-
tions, conducted numerous military expeditions to occupy
the Somali territories that had been ceded to it. Their transfer
to Abyssinians had led to several massacres, humiliation and
marginalization of the Somali people who refused the occu-
pation of their lands. Although the Somalis were divided into
different clan groups, often in competition and rivalry with
each others, sometimes in open conflict, colonial domination
and Ethiopian repression had given rise to their awakenings
on the absolute necessity to unify as a nation. Nurtured by the
example of Sayid Abdille Hassan's struggle for the emancipa-
tion and unification of the Somali people and inspired by his
political messages in the form of poetry, the idea of Pan-So-
malism began to prevail first in the minds of intelle_ct}lals, tea-
chers, religious leaders, traders, soldiers who participated in
the two World Wars and adventurers who visited other coun-

tries abroad.

The Pan-Somalism was structured around a few strong argu-
ments : Somalis, who form a single group, practice the Sa.I::)‘f
religion, speak the same language and live in’a vast ;el;‘l‘lﬂle
ry defined as a geographical unit, must be united uhn . :inte‘
same political and administrative entity to defend thel jged
rests and ensure their security and development. Thes
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the same arguments that the Sultans, Ugases, Garads, , and
religious leaders of the various Somali groups living in the
different Somali territories used in the petitions they had sent
to the Commission of Inquiry of the Four Powers who went to
Mogadishu, in 1948. '

However, in their campaign to raise the awareness of the

population, the Pan-Somalism activists had to confront the
powerful clan organization and tribal atavism of the Soma-
li populations, which did not encourage the idea of political
unity. They were also confronted with the interests of some
clan leaders who feared losing their status and influence in
this unity. But the idea aroused the enthusiasm of the younger

urbanized generations.

The demands for self-determination and unification of the So-
mali Territories were more clearly articulated after the Second

World War, as did other independence movements in Africa.

In 1943, the Somali Youth Club was established in Mogadi-
s the Somali Youth League

shu and took its definitive name a
ch as the So-

(SYL) in 1948. Other political parties emerged su
mali National League (SNL), the United Somali Party (USP).

These political parties, which reproduced the tribal affiliations
of the Somali society, even though proclaimed that they were
seeking the same common objectives : the self-determination
of all the Somali Territories and their unification into the same

entity capable of safeguarding cultural identity and underta-
king a program of socio-economic development.

The dream of a Great Gomalia bringing together all Somali po-
pulations and working for their cultural and socio-economic
self-determination could only confront the expansionist pro-
ject of the Ethiopian Empire, based on a narrow ethnic, cultu-

ral and religious identity that excluded conquered peoples
and offered them nothing else than submission.
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It is this fundamental confrontation between tWo o

. . . . PPosine
ambitions that had fuelled the historical antagonism bi 8
= . = . . . * e Weon

the Somali and Ethiopian leaders and led them to the -
P = "1'\ W:rt] S

between the two countries. o

The March towards Independence

Following the failure of the Bevin Plan and the decision of the
United Nations to grant Italy the tutelage of Somalia fo"“ﬁ ]

) . . ) 2 clld | Y
vears, the Somali territories experienced a great politica] et

T

ad -

T=Signature du' f

M"H:"‘ﬁ{?ﬂ EMRE G aI®Ahmed H, Duale; Ali Garad Iar':'iﬁ' & Ibrahim Nur.
b' - ondon May.1960, British Archives.

C——— — -

fervescence around the issues of the coming independgn}‘t‘-
In 1947, the SYL established itself, beyond Italian and B_rltlsh
Somalia, as far as Harrar and the railway towns of Dire-ll,)au-';:
and Aysha’a, becoming very popular among the Sqmnll 'dﬂf_
Harari populations. The Somali aspirations for self-deterntt
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nation and unification influenced even other peoples of FEthio-

pia, which were previously subjugated by the Abyssinian Em-
pire such as the Oromos and Afars. This but only increased

Ethiopin’ S CONCerns.

Elections were held in 1956 in the former Italian Somalia and
the SYL won the majority of seats. In the British Somaliland,
the 1959 elections were won by the SNL and USP.

After the transfer of the Haud and the Reserved Areas to Ethio-
pia and the annexation of the NFD to Kenya, the march towar-

ds independence of the
British and Italian terri-
tories was inevitable. It
was at the end of these
various events punc-
tuated by the betrayals
and the manipulations
by the colonial powers
and by the Ethiopian oc-
cupations of the Somali
territories, that British
Somaliland gained in-
dependence on 26 June
1960 and merged 5 days
later with the territory
under [talian tutelage to
form the Republic of 50-
malia, on 1 July 1960.

1. Abdelkader Sheikh Sagawadin - 2.
Mohamed Hersi Nur - 3. Yacin Haji
Isman Charmarke - 4. Haji Mohamed
Husain Mohamed - 5. Isman Gedi
Rage - 6. Dere Haji Dere - 7. Dahir Haji
lsman - 8. Ali Hassan Maslah - 9. Mo-
hamed Ali Nur - 10. Mohamed tarah
Hilowle - 11. Haji Mohamed Abdull-
[ahi - 12. Hudow Maalin Abdulle - 13.
Mohamed Usman Barbe.
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Timelines of the Partition of Somali Territorieg

W 1884 to 1886 : Great Britain established the British pro-
tectorate of Somaliland and signed very similar separate
treaties with different Somali clan groups.

W 1885 : France signed a treaty with the Somali-Issa which
according to a confidential report, would offer them the
territory extending to the height of Harar.

W 1886 : Additional treaties were signed between the Great
Britain and the Somali-Ogaden.

W 1887 : Following the defeat of Amir Abdullahi Ali of Ha-
rar by Menelik, Harar was annexed by Ethiopia and Ras
Makonnen became Governor of the region.

B 1888 : Signing of an agreement between France and Great
Britain that defined the boundaries between the posses-
sions of the Somali territories by the two countries.

W 1889 : Italy established a protectorate in central Somalia.

B 1897 : Signing of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty which will
remain secret and only revealed in 1948 through which
Great Britain ceded Somali territories to Ethiopia challen-
ging certain clauses of earlier treaties signed with Somali
groups between 1884 and 1886.

W 1897 : France signed an agreement with Menelik re-
newing and completing an agreement delimiting the
borders of its possessions with Ethiopia, ceding portions
of Somali territory to it.

W 1925-1930 : Italy completed its occupation of the Soma-
li territories and signed a 20-year friendship treaty with
Ethiopia. Ras Tefari took control of Ethiopia and later be-

—

— —
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cames an Emperor under the name of Haile Selassie 1st
in 1930.

M 1936 : Italy occupied Ethiopia and merged it with its
large colony of “Italian East Africa”.

B 1940 : During the Second World War, Italy allied with
Germany, occupied the British Somalia and all the Soma-
li territories that were under its control.

B 1942-1943 : The Great Britain counter-attacked and put
under its administration all the territories of the Horn of

Africa occupied by Italy.

B 1943 : The Somali Youth League (SYL) was established in
Mogadishu.

B 1946 : The British proposed the Bevin Plan for the crea-

tion of “Greater Somalia” under British tutelage but the
Plan was rejected by the Americans, the Soviets and the

French.

M 1948 : Ethiopia took over the administration of Jigjiga
and many other cities. The SYL and the Somali National
League (SNL) jointly calls upon the United Nations and
request for the reunification of the Somali territories.

B 1950 : The United Kingdom returned to [taly the part of
4 under its administration which was placed un-

Somali
United Nations until its indepen-

der the tutelage of the
dence in 1960.

B 1954 : The United Kingdom ceded the Ogaden and the
Haud regions to Ethiopia.

B 1960 : The Somali territories under British administra-
tion became independent and merge with the territory
under Italian tutelage to form the Republic of Somalia. J

—
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2. The 1958 Referendum on Djibouti
self-determination.

In 1958, France, discredited by the Suez Canal crisis and the
Indochina War and involved in a new colonial war in Algeria
was forced to grant a greater autonomy to its colonies in Afri:
ca.

After returning to power, General de Gaulle decided to builg
on the path initiated by the Law of June 1956, known as the
“Loi Cadre Deffere” (Defterre Framework Law), which created
in all the French colonies Councils of Local Governments elec-
ted by universal suffrage, which was supposed to offer more
autonomy. General De Gaulle submitted to the French people
a new draft Constitution to be adopted by referendum. Inde-
pendence or entry into the French Community, such was the
choice proposed by the referendum organized by de Gaulle
on 28 September 1958 in all the French colonies of Africa in-
cluding Djibouti.

In the French Somali Coast (CFS), a new political figure of
Somali origin, Mohamoud Harbi, emerged. In July 1956, he
became a member of the French National Assembly in Paris.
After the enactment of the Defferre Framework Law, which
established universal suffrage, Mahamoud Harbi founded the
“Republican Union Movement” party, which won the June
1957 elections and the vast majority of seats in the Territorial
Assembly.

Mahamoud Harbi was designated as the first Vice-President
of the CFS’s Council of Government. After his participation
in the Congress of Cotonou held in July 1958 where the main
political leaders of the French colonies from Black Africa had
debated the referendum proposed by France, Mahamoud
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Harbi, much to everyone’s surprise, decided to campaign for
the “NO” to the association with the French Community in the
1958 referendum.

Mahamoud H#: Aiﬂ’iives @j"ﬂ}xa .
PATsserrib 1119571958

But Harbi’s aspirations for independence were shattered
against the harsh reality of geopolitical interests. The results
of the referendum presented by the French authorities ap-
peared as a big surprise : 75.24% of voters for the association
with the French Community and 24.76% for independence.
The French Somali Coast , thus, missed the opportunity to join
Guinea, which was the only country in Africa under French
rule to snatch its independence by vote. The French authori-
ties were accused of electoral fraud and ballot box stuffing,
because France could not afford, according to some analysts,
to lose Djibouti given its geostrategic position and, especially,
at this very moment in the history of the world marked by the
Cold War.
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Morcover, according to Maurice Meker, Governor of ¢
at the time, Ethiopia would have been ready to intery
litarily it the inhabitants of the territory opted for j
dence as he revealed in his book “Le temps colonia] -
africain d"un naif du colonialisme 2 la coopération (
(Colonial Time : African Itinerary of a n
cooperation 1931-1960)

he CFq
€ne m;.
ndepen‘
itinérajy,
) 1931-1960)
aive of colonialism to

" During an audience he had granted me in June, together wity,
our Ambassador in Addis Ababa, Jean Sauvegnargues, HM
Haile Selassie made it clear to us that Ethiopia, remembering
the strangulation of Pierre Laval’s blockade on arms in 1936
would not tolerate for very long an exclusively Somali pre:
sence in Djibouti. As a matter of fact, on the eve the election,
the Ethiopian Government discreetly informed me, through
its General Consulate in Djibouti, that an Ethiopian division
was stationed at the border town of Dire-Dawa. In case the
“No” had won, leading to independence, it is undeniable that
Ethiopian forces would have reacted.”

Mahamoud Harbi suffered a brutal dismissal and quite severe
reprisals for “betraying” the trust that France had placed in
him. He had to go into exile abroad to continue the struggle for
independence. On 7 September 1959, the Djibouti Correctional
Court sentenced him in absentia to ten years in prison and a
20-year ban on residence for endangering the external security
of the State. He became one of the emblematic leaders of the
Pan-Somali movement. This stature turned him into a perm
nent threat not only to France but also to Ethiopia, which at
tributed to him certain destabilizing actions i.e. attacks, arm?
trafficking, etc.

Mahamoud Harbi was killed on 29 September 1969 i_l‘l a Eloaie
crash on flight 738 Geneva-Rome of Egyptian Airline The
pany, Misrair, with 22 passengers and 6 crew members.

|as



PART 1: Historical Context l

cause of this accident and even his presence in the plane still
raises questions that need to be clarified by historians. The
message of condolence that Gamal Abdel Nasser sent to the
Somali people, demonstrated the importance of this figure
in the geo-political landscape of the Horn of Africa. Among
other, he was the founder of the Somalsi Cultural Center in Cai-
ro, which still exists until now.

3. The annexation of Eritrea

It was after the so called Italian “purchase” of the Assab Bay
from the local sultan in1869, and their occupation of Masawa
‘. 1885 that Eritrea was formed in 1890 as a particular terri-
tory. Following the Italian defeat in World War II, the British
administered Eritrea at the time. As early as 1944, the United
Nations and the United States proposed the incorporation of
Eritrea into Ethiopia, which was claiming an access to the Red

Sea.

International conferences were held in Potsdam, London and
Paris to discuss the future of Eritrea (partition, independence,
attachment to Ethiopia, etc.), without a solution being found.
In the absence of agreement between the powers, the matter
was referred to the United Nations in September 1948. The
United States, which wished to retain its military bases in
Masawa and Asmara, strongly supported the attachment to
Ethiopia. Finally, a resolution was adopted by the United Na-
tions on 2 December 1950 which gave Eritrea the status of “an
autonomous unit, federated with Ethiopia under the soverei-
gnty of the Ethiopian Crown.” This resolution provided that
the final Federal Act had to be ratified by the future Eritrean
National Assembly at the proclamation of the future Eritrean

Constitution.
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The first parliamentary elections were held in March ]95“
under the supervision of a United Nations Commission ané
a 68-member representative Assembly was elected by the
Eritreans, who approved the draft Constitution on 10
1952. Emperor Haile Selassie ratified the Constitution
September 1952.

]‘Llly
on 1]

The federal structure adopted was quite flexible because
Eritrea had to keep its own administrative and judicial orga-
nization, its own flag and autonomy over its internal affairs,
including the police, local administration and taxation. By:
this arrangement did not suit an absolutist imperial regime
that was unable to tolerate any signs of autonomy that could
serve as “bad examples” for the other provinces of the Em-
pire, and, especially the Somali region claimed by Ethiopia. In
1954, Haile Selassie banned Eritrean political parties, as well
as the independent press. In 1955, Arabic and Tigrinya, the
most commonly used languages on Eritrean territory, were
dropped in favour of Amharic, and in 1959 the Eritrean flag
was forbidden.

In 1962, the imperial pressure pushed the Eritrean Assem-
bly to abolish the federation and to accept its annexation by
Ethiopia. The Ethiopian takeover provoked a nationalist reac-
tion. Against the first peaceful demonstrations, the regime
responded with a bloody repression. This brutal response
convinced Eritrean patriots that only armed struggle could
restore their lost autonomy. The first Eritrean separatists who
created the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) were influenced by
the Nasserism and Algerian liberation movement.

On 1st September1961, the ELF fired its first shots at the po-
lice. It was the start of a merciless armed struggle that Jasted
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30 years and led to Eritrea’s independence on 28 May 1993,
following a popular referendum.

4. The Mahdist War in Sudan

The Mahdist War was a very violent conflict in Sudan for more
than 18 years (1881 to 1899) that pitted the Sudanese insurgents,
also known as “the Darvish” and Anglo-Egyptian troops. This
conflict also involved Italy and France and affected Southern
Egypt and the border areas of Eritrea and Ethiopia.

The Mahdist movement was led by Mohammad Ahmad, a
Sudanese cleric, who had proclaimed himself “Mahdi”, the
Redeemer, and who wanted to liberate Sudan from foreign
occupation, notably Egyptian and British. Quickly, the rebels,
supported by the population, managed to control the south
of the country and to isolate several Anglo-Egyptian garri-
sons on the border with Ethiopia. The British then negotiated
the possibility of evacuating the encircled troops through the
Abyssinian territory. Discussions culminated in the Treaty of
Adowa signed on 3 June 1884 between Ethiopia, Great Britain

and Egypt.

By this agreement, Yohanesse IV, then Negusse Negest of
Abyssinia, began war with the Mahdists. A series of deadly
battles took place between the latter and the Abyssinians. At
the end of 1888, Yohannes IV, struck by the rampage in the
town of Gondar by the Mahdists, raised a large army of near-
ly 100,000 men and engaged in a ultimate battle. The combat
took place in March 1889 in Metemma, a town on the border
with Sudan. The battle ended up with the death of Yohannes

IV and the collapse of the Ethiopian army. A period of politi-

cal turmoil ensued in Ethiopia, from which Emperor Menelik,
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who imposed himself later as the new }{-mpt‘r()r of Ethion:

emerged. He also worked to strengthen the alliance tr\.rithpt]rl5
British and received many modern Weapons to continye he
fight against the Mahdists. the

T'he British who had a revenge to take on the Mahdists also
had an interest in allying with the Abyssinians. Indeed, th:r
had suffered a crushing defeat in January, 1885 and lost Kh,.
toum, which fell to the Mahdist forces. It was a real shock and
a humiliation for Great Britain, which at the time was COnSid;:

1 [ 3, : .'EL';i S (1rLl ] = A - ==agta
Mahdist Dervisheslattacklon)British forces. Stair Collection.
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red to be the superpower of the world. Therefore, the British
signed a new agreement with Menelik on 14 May 1897. As the
main concern of the British at that time was the destruction of
the Mahdist movement, they made concessions to Abyssinia
in the agreement and called into question certain clauses of
the Treaties that they had signed in 1884 with various Somali
groups. The Somali territories under the British colonial rule
therefore have borne the brunt of this Ethio-British alliance.
Instructions will be given by the British government to its re-
presentatives who negotiated with Menelik in 1897 as Louis
Fitzgibbon reports in his book “The Betrayal of the Somalis”
published in 1981. One of these instructions was “You are au-
thorized, if absolutely necessary, to make concessions with re-
gard to the borders of the Somaliland protectorate as defined
in the Anglo-Italian Protocol of 1894".

This “betrayal” of the British treaties had tragic consequences
for the region and had led to the cession of Somali territories
including the Haud and the Reserved Areas to Ethiopia.
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PART 2: The Aysha'a massacre l

THE
A ARCHIVES

he Aysha’a massacre is today largely attested by written

documents found in the French, British, Ethiopian, So-

mali and Egyptian Archives. These documents inform
about the circumstance, the scale and the impact of this event
in the region. They show that the Aysha’a massacre was neither
a blunder of Ethiopian forces stationed in the Somali region of
Sitti, nor an isolated act due to a decision taken by a zealous
troop commander against the advice of his hierarchy as had
been explained at the time. It was part of a strategy followed
by Ethiopian imperial State following its secular tradition
of repression as response to the resistance of the conquered

peoples aspiring for self determination.

In fact, since, at least, the second half of the 19th century, the
Abyssinian regime embodied successively by the Neguse Ne-
gest Tewodros II (1855 - 1868), Yohannes IV (1872-1889), Mene-
lik IT (1889-1913) and Haile Selassie (1930-1974) used to resort
to the “scorched earth” policy consisting of maiming, killing
and looting civilian population in order to terrorize the people
who have refused their domination.

Ethiopia’s history is punctuated with many genocidal crimes,
perpetrated by an absolutistand expansionist monarchy, which
could only offer the conquered people the choice between sub-
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mission or terrible repression. We may cite, as exam les, t,

pogrom of Oromo people at Anoole (1860-1865), the genoéi g )
campaign against the Walayta people in 1887, the massacre al_
Kafficho and Gimira communities in 1889. =

This tradition was well documented by the Ethiopian S0Cio.
logist, Mekuria Bulcha, in his article published in 2005 iy, the
African Sociological Review. Based on a qualitative histoy:.
cal sociological investigation of mass-killings that have bee,
registered during the last one hundred and fifty years, he
concluded that “Both the unification of the Abyssinian State
between 1850s and 1870s and the creation of the Ethiopian
empire State during the last quarter of the nineteenth century
were accomplished through wars that were clearly genocidal”

During the 20th century, the Somalis were among the peoples
who suffered this tradition of collective punishment which
continued until recently despite the different regime changes
in Ethiopia. The massacres of Aysha’a, Danood and Dhagabur
are the ones that have strongly marked the collective memory
and are waiting to be brought to light.

1. The Early warnings : Tension and Unrest
in Errer Region

According to various reports, the events leading up to the
Aysha’a Massacre started in early 1956, with the deadly inter-
vention of Ethiopian troops, against Somali nomads around
Errer area, meant to punish them for claiming their Somalf
identity and their status as “Protected Persons” by agreemeﬂtﬁ
signed with the British.

Faced with resistance from the nomads, the army usefl tallﬂ‘i
and planes, as the British Governor of Hargeisa stated in a €
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ter sent on 23 June 1956 to his Foreign Office: “..in February last
an Ethiopian punitive force in armoured cars and supported
by planes of the Ethiopian Air Force entered Esa country and
Jfter a five-day running battle defeated the men and drove
them away from their women and children who the Ethiopian
soldier then butchered in the most revolting manner, cutting
off the breasts of some women, before killing them. The lives-
tock were then slaughtered, the houses were burnt, and the
Esa were left destitute except for a few camels. They were seen
by the Chief Secretary and [ attached herewith a record of the
meeting... The bald fact is that as a result of the latest Ethio-
pian measures the Esa as a tribe are practically broken, not
only physically but also morally. What has this achieved is not
their loss of manpower but the cold-blooded extermination of
women and children by Ethiopian troops armed with the most
modern weapons. The emissaries have produced the details,
which are attached at Appendix A, of the women and children
who have been deliberately killed, both the Ethiopian subjects

and British Protected persons”. (Annex 1)

This massacre was also described in the English newspa-
per Sunday Times of 24 June 1956 in an article by its corres-
pondent ].B Slade-Baker entitled « Somalis Appeal to Britain :
Tribesmen tell of massacre by Ethiopians”.

The events of February 1956 and those that occurred in July
of the same year were documented by Lieutenant-Colonel T.P
Luckock, who was on a mission to Errer area from 21 to 22
July 1956. In the report on his visit addressed to his hierarchy,
he drew a fairly precise counting of the victims and their clan
affiliation, resulting in a total of 418 people killed, including
113 women and 116 children. (Annex 2)
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In a report written on his meeting in Hargeisa on 20 June 1956
by survivors of the massacre, the British Secretary in Chief,
Mr. ].R. Stebbing transcribed the explications given by the
latter about the reasons that might have led the Ethiopian
forces to commit these crimes. A witness named Wais Moha-
med told him that « Sometime ago, the Ethiopian Government
sent officials to inquire what nationality we claimed to have.
We answered we are Esa. Then we were asked again who we
were and we said we were Somalis.They told us not to say
that we are Somalis ; they told us to remain Esa, but Ethio-
pian subjects. We replied that we were Esa and Somalis, but
we were not Ethiopians. Then they asked us to what Govern-
ment we were subject to ; we told them that Somalis claimed
to be British Protected Persons. We, Esa, replied that from the
time of our grand-fathers and our fathers, we have been told
that we have agreements with Great Britain. Then Ethiopians
said that if we said we have agreements with Great Britain,
we must leave their territory. Then we were at a place called
Tolo. We were born in that place. We had nowhere else to go.
Then the Ethiopians said that if this is true, we must stop ma-
king assertions that we had agreements with the British Go-
vernment and were Somalis. We said we could not give up
these things which were traditions handed down to us from
our forefathers. Then the Ethiopians said we should be com-
pelled to move. We had neither force nor might to resist but
we were born in that place, so we had to stay there.The next
thing that happened was that Ethiopian military attacked us.
It was on Friday in Rejab (Ist week of February approxima-
tely). The fighting continued for 5 days and nights. We were
forced back across seven river beds until we were driven to
the last river bed at Errer. We had not the ability to resist this
force. We were driven away from our women and children,
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but this did not greatly worry us as they had always been lefy
untouched before. On this occasion, however, the Ethiopian,
killed all they could find. We were attacked by armoured cays .
we have always had fighting and troubles in our lands, byt Wé
had never been attacked by armoured cars before. We wer,
used to fighting soldiers with bayonets and rifles but not ar-
moured cars. I do not know how many armoured cars were
there, but this is what defeated us. ..”(Annex 3)

This testimony collected by the British authorities in Somali.
land is revealing in many respects. First of all, it highlights the
great misunderstanding that has always existed between the
Somali people and the Ethiopian imperial State on the issues
of identity, nationality and right to land. The feudal and rigid
conception of belonging to the Ethiopian nation, articulated
around Amhara Identity and the Coptic Christian religion ne-
ver made sense for the Somalis of Ethiopia, who circulated ina
territory transcending the colonial boundaries, and had a more
flexible interpretation of the concept of citizenship. The great
contradiction of the Ethiopian state had been to demand the
loyalty of the conquered peoples without offering them in ex-
change opportunities to identify themselves with an Ethiopian
nation built exclusively on its Amhara and Coptic Christian
component. This contradiction persists to this day in Ethiopia
as illustrated by the current debates between the proponents
of federalism and believers of unionism.

This testimony also highlights the change in armaments and
behavior on the part of the Ethiopian forces, which begun 10
use armoured vehicles and planes against civilians and masc'{'
sively violate the basic rules of war by killing also women an
children.
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PART 2: The Aysha’a massacre l

Although the collective memory did not keep track back of
them, the events that occured in Errer in 1956 have created
5 tense situation in the region on either side of the railway,
marked by sporadic clashes between pastoralists and soldiers.
Gimilar serious incidents were reported in the same region in
July 1960, this time by representatives of France, the other co-
lonial power present in the Horn of Africa.

111 a confidential letter dated 5 July 1960, the French Consul in
1{arrar, based in Dire Dawa, Jean Merrien, informed his Am-
bassador in Addis Ababa of the worsening situation in the Er-
rer region, following serious clashes between the Issas and the
Afars near Jaedorra (Aydorra). He wrote « ... Given the magni-
tude of the events, the Governor of Harar reportedly decided
to involve the troops. The latter, I am told, was mainly acting
against the Issas, who had been confiscated of several hun-
dreds of animals. During the operation the army itself would
have suffered losses of manpower and equipment .."" (Annex 4)

[t is interesting to point out here the statements reported in his
letter by the Consul of France, who could not be suspected of
being hostile to Ethiopia, concerning the attitude of the Ethio-

. It is also said that at first

pian authorities in this conflict « .
the local authorities were not dissatisfied with the struggle

that pitted the two tribes against each other, which offered the
army the opportunity to intervene against the Issas and reco-
ver the weapons they would receive from the « Somali Youth
L). The proportions taken by the case would now

League » (SY
ple who may have created it.” (Annex 4)

worry the very peo
This tactic of pitting communities against each other and then
intervening and imposing 1ts dictates is indeed an old habit
of colonial power. The Ethiopian government had used it in

63 |



many occasions, including very recently in the grazing conflicg
between Atars and Issas, during the TPLE-led regime.

The mention of the weapons that were supposed to be recejyeg
trom the Somali Youth League (SYL) was also another tacti,
that the Ethiopian government used frequently to justify g
abuses against the Somali population, including the Ayshy,
massacre, as it will be seen later.

The Consul of France sent a series of letters and telegrams to
his hierarchy on what he called “The troubles in the region of
Errer” including a letter dated 28 July in which he informed
that “the clashes between the police and members of the tribe
of Issa are multiplying in the region of Errer. Losses would be
more severe on both sides. Some 40 wounded police and sol-
diers were evacuated to hospitals in Diré-Daoua and Harrar
earlier this week. About 100 police officers from Addis Ababa
set up camp at the entrance to the provincial capital. These
events further widened the gap between Somalis and Ethio-
pians”. » (Annex 5)

The Consul of France in Harrar sent to his hierarchy (French
Embassy in Addis Ababa, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Governor of CFS) at least two telegrams to inform them
of the movements of weapons. In his telegram of 20 July 1960,
he wrote, “The Governor General of Harrar informs me that
French-made weapons were found in the Ethiopian territory
in the possession of members of Issa tribes. Ethiopian authf)l‘l'
ties believe they know that these weapons come from Dhikil...
» (Annex 6)

His telegram of 22 July 1960 is more explicit « The Gover;lotf
General of Harrar, with whom I spoke last night, told me't i '
according to the information received, Lebel rifles and amm

|64



nition in the possession of the members of the Issa tribes were
removed from our stores by a certain Wais Bouca, assistant
to the Commander of Dikhil Disctrict. Colonel Kefle asked
the Governor of Aysha‘a to send him some samples of these
weapons to facilitate the investigation ... I would like to be
able to give, as soon as possible, to Colonel Kefle the necessary
reassurance concerning this issue “ (Annex7)

Thus, the city of Aysha’a was suspected by the Ethiopian au-
thorities of being involved in this case. Further incidents were
reported by the Consul in the Awash region between the ar-
med forces and the Somali population in late July 1960 and in
other Somali settlements in early August 1960.

In a letter of 3 August, he underlines the seriousness of the
“Tt comes back to me that there would be a certain
state of ferment in the Ogaden. The hundred policemen who,
a few days ago, were camping at the gates of Harrar, were
reportedly directed to this area. On the other hand, it would
become impossible to travel at night on the roads that connect

Jigjiga to the provincial capital (Harrar)... (Annex 8)

An Egyptian newspaper, “The Republic of Cairo”, also men-
tioned in its number 26899, published on 5 August 1960, the
events that were taking place in the region a few weeks be-
fore the Aysha’a massacre and reported “Violent clashes
between Somalis and Ethiopian army units reportedly lasted
for weeks.” According to the Journal, these events were due to

the accession of Somalia to independence.

situation

2. Djibouti-Dire-Dawa Train Assavult

It was in this tense situation that the attack on the passenger
train No. 211 travelling between Djibouti and Dire Dawa took
place. It happened on 9 August 1960 at 4 a.m. at the Harr Pass
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six kilometers from Hadhagala and about 60 kilometers fro
Aysha’a. Stones were placed on the track and thus the h.am
derailed.
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Three people were killed, including the Chief of the depart
ment of the traction who was acting as the director in Dire-
Dawa as well as a policeman and a fire fighter from the railway
company. Seven minor injuries, including a French nun, were
also reported. The freight cars and passengers were looted by
B Ckers and the nomads of the surrounding aréawne

had flocked to the place.

ck, some of
his letter t

"'Several interpretations circulated about this atta
- which were reported by the Consul of France in
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his ambassador based in Addis Ababa dated 12 August 1960.
“Yesterday we may have had the impression that this could
only be an isolated act of banditry. Indeed, according to the
information gathered the case was set up by the Abane of the
Adhagala sector who thus wanted to revenge for the confisca-
tion by the local authorities of a certain quantity of goods be-
longing to him...It appears certain that the coup was the work
of members of the Issa tribe. According to some reports, these
are the same ones who for almost two months already have
been in the grip of the police forces of the Errer region. The
Issa circles here seem to disapprove the conduct of their “bro-
thers” but, nevertheless, argue that the responsibilities lie with
the government, which they believe had massacred women
and children and their herds” (Annex 9).

This information perfectly matches up with the testimony of
Abdi Okie, who was part of the Somali region Liberation Front
in the process of constitution at that period (see Section on tes-
timonies). During the interview we had with him, he confir-
med to us that the attack on the train was by no means an ac-
tion initiated or even encouraged by any Liberation Front but
rather a personal initiative of a trader named Husain Lahdil
(Laxdil), who had wanted revenge for the injustice he suffered
from the Ethiopian authorities. It is likewise quite possible that
the trader was able to easily mobilize in this operation people
who have been victims of the abuses of Ethiopian Authorities,
especially, in the Errer, as indicated in the letter of the Consul.
In a telegram dated 12 August, 1960, he wrote, « The number
of assailants is estimated by the Ethiopian services at 600 men.
They would have few rifles and, it seems, no weapons of war
(among the shots fired there were buckshot). The majority had
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only the daggers usually carried by Somalis in the region, Ty,
attackers looted the train but did not try to Systemaﬁcally ma )

: - S
sacre the passengers, whether white or Ethiopian... »

The Consul reiterated this analysis in a letter of 12 August 1960
to his Ambassador :

“ Tt should also be noted that the assailants, whose behavio;
towards travelers was abhorrent, did not, as they had the POs-
sibility, carry out a general massacre. The victims themselyes
do not seem to have been chosen- The murderer of our compa-
triot would have even expressed some regret for having killed
“an European... » (Annex 10)

The Ethiopian government was quick to see it as an act of
Pan-Somali Movement as noted by the Consul « The Ethio-
pian authorities are now convinced that some of the attackers
came from Somalia. On the other hand, they are increasingly
inclined to attribute responsibility for the incident to the ac-
tions of the Pan-Somalis and, especially, to Mahamoud Harbi
and Goumane.»

The Consul was echoing the Ethiopian government’s affirma-
tion that more than 600 men were involved in the operation
against the train and that large weapons had been brought
into the area to launch attacks against the Ethiopian armed
forces. These allegations seemed to be intended to prepare the
ground for a possible intervention of the army in Aysha’aan
its surroundings. They were confirmed neither by doculn't’ﬂ_1ts
we found in the Archives nor by the witnesses we have i
terviewed. The attack on the train accelerated the sending 00
large troops to Aysha’a, facilitating the requisition of trains !
transport the soldiers and their equipment.

les
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3. Aysha’a martyred

The massacre is today largely attested by written documents
that were found in the French, British, Egyptian and the Soma-
1i achives. In the pages that follow, we will try to reconstruct

this historical event.

Encirclement, bombing and atrocities

On the 9 August, large troops estimated to 500 soldiers were
sent to Aysha’a and its surroundings to prepare for the inter-
vention. The Consul of France in a telegram of 10 August re-
ported that “The general commander of the region told me
that strong measures would be taken against the rebels” Two
days later, he sent another telegram on 12 August in which he
:ndicated that “The Governor General of Harrar summoned
me today at 4 p.m. to say that those responsible for the death of
Mr. Malevays, (the French killed in the train attack) were puni-
shed. Asked by me if the persons involved had been captured,
Colonel Kefle replied, We have cleaned up the area between
Adhagalla and Aysha'a”. He also told me that the operation

was continuing”. (Annex 11)
of Aysha’a was encircled by the

he population from leaving and
irs caravans into

Since 11 August, the town
Ethiopian forces preventing t
kept the many nomads who entered with the
the mouse trap.

The killing began on the day of 12 August 1960. According to
some testimonies, the soldiers seemed to have a list of people
to eliminate as they, first, started by choosing the houses to
search.They entered in houses and asked for the heads of the
family whom they murdered in front of their wives and child-
ren. Then, they searched the houses and courtyards for cash
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not spared.

It was an ethnic cleansing because it targeted only people per.
ceived as Somalis. While the massacre was taking place in the
city planes bombarded the nomadic camps, livestock and eve.
rything that moved within an 80-kilometre operating radius,
a space where there was a large concentration of nomadic en-
campments. These bombings were all the more deadly because
the nomads who lived in this open plain had no protection
place, i.e. forests, rocks or caves, to hide and shelter their fami-
lies and their herds. The pilots appeared to have been trained
for this operation. They flew very low and swirled around the
herds to scare them and push them to cluster to single area
before dropping their bombs on the crowd to do maximum

damage.

In a letter dated 13 August 1960, the Chief Engineer for Public
Works in charge of local control of the Railway reported on

the situation as follows :

“On the 11 August at 4 A.M. : Departure of a railcar with the
crew to carry out, supposedly, the first work of clearing the
track : the Director-General and I accompanied the railcar.The
Ethiopian inspector general who was invited by us did not
show up. Stones were on the track between Hadhagala and
Aysha’a. In the evening it was announced that Aysha’a was €1
circled and gunfires around the town were heard. A huge stif
was observed at Diré-Daoua station.The Governor General of
the Province came to the news through phone after that on€ of
the Ethiopian station masters who had called the Palace ha

the Emperor on the phone to inform him about the new event

170



| SEETHS SwEe w o

P I S U S R AU T R R AR RERE R BT e

Two hours later, one death and the end of the shooting were
announced. The case had been exaggerated (perhaps not wit-
hout a reason by Aysha‘a), but there was great concern both in
the station and among the Ethiopian Au thorities.

12 August: Departure of a new troop train. The number of mi-
litary personnel in Hadagala was expected to be around 500.
On the same day, Ethiopian Air Force bombed on both side
of the railway line between Hadagala and the French Somali
Coast (CFS) border and troops were trucked to the bombed
site. The Governor General told the Consul of France that the
culprits had been punished. In fact, they were not captured
but the planes bombed everything that lived in the area. A first
Dire-Daoua-Djibouti train passed at the 196 km point mark at

around 3 P.M....” (Annex 12)
the massacre in Aysha’‘a lasted for
several days. After killing the listed notables, traders, teachers

and religious leaders, the soldiers continued the massacre by
mitting all sorts of horrors including women'’s rape.

According to eyewitnesses,

com
At the exception of some radio stations and newspapers which
reported the event at that time, almost no documented account
has been published on the Aysha’a Massacre to our knowledge.
However, we have found four books which briefly mentioned

this tragic event.
#“Colonialism, Hatred and Greed” by

uhammad Al Ghazali (4th edition in
2005), which refers to an interview with an eyewitness and

attests that the indigenous peoples of Aysha’a and its surroun-
dings had suffered a crime against humanity perpetrated by
the Ethiopian armed forces. The book also states that more
than 500 survivors had crossed the borders of Somalia and the

French Somali Coast.

The first is a book titled
the Egyptian Sheikh M
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The second one is a booklet entitled “The Danot Incidentsr-
published in 1961 by the Somali government, which recyjq
events that led to the killings of Aysha’a in its annex B “During
the night of the 11th August Ethiopian troops surrounded the
village of Aysha’a. A curfew was imposed on the village byt
the nomads arriving unaware of this order were fired on wit.
hout any preliminary warning. During the following morning
shops and dwellings were broken into by troops and property
looted. “Those who attempted to resist or protest were shot,
Order was not restored until the 15th August ... Hundreds
of refugees came into the Republic and the Government was
obliged to open a camp for their relief. Generous assistance
was forthcoming from the people whilst nation-wide demons-
trations were made against this indiscriminate slaughter of
defenseless and innocent men, women and children”.

The third one is a book written by a Somali by the name of Ali
Ghalib Girre entitled “Ethiopia, From a Century of Obscurity
to Dawn of Democracy”, published in 2006, in Addis-Abeba,
in which he wrote “The Colenel Kifle Edgetu, the Governor of
Aysha’a began his barbarism at five o’clock when people came
out of their houses to pray the morning prayer. He massacred
all the people who came for the prayer inside the mosque, No”
body rested from those who went for prayer early in the mor-
ning at six o’oclock when the people come out of their houses
for their business, owners of restaurants, and as well as those
who run for their bread wondering... After massacring all' the
people they began to plunder the properties of the victim®
many shops, the furniture of the houses. After all that theY
began to destroy and demolish the houses which until noW

rested destroyed ... ”(Pages 80 and 81)
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The fourth book entitled “Evil Days : Thirty Years of War and
Famine n Ethiopia” is authored by Alexander De Waal who
in page 80 wrote « ... The inhabitants of the Ogaden received
Little from the Ethiopian government during the first decades
of the occupation except raiding parties. Following Indepen-
dence in 1960, the Somali government set up the WSLF and
there was increasing agitation for the Ogaden to secede from
Ethiopia. The Ethiopian army immediately moved to set up
military bases in the area. Up to 500 civilians were killed when
the village of Aysha’a was destroyed to make way for a milita-

ry post in August 1960 »

According to the various cross-checks that we have under-
taken, the number of victims of the Aysha’a genocide is between
2 500 and 3,000. This estimate is based on the following facts :

e The size of Ayshaa’s population which was estimated
between 15,000 and 20,000 inhabitants ;

The city’s vocation as a commercial hub which attracted

hundreds of non-residents visitors ;
he time of the massacre, of a great reli-

emory of Sheikh Moussa Rijaal which
thousands of disciples ;

e The preparation, at t
gious ceremony in m
used to bring together each year,

e Ethiopian imperial forces to exter-

e The orders given to th
in and around

minate all Somali men over 16 years of age
the city ;

e The encirclement and closure of the city which limited the

possibilities of escape

¢ The massacres, carried out by hundreds of soldiers, which

lasted for several days ;
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e Aerial bombardments of camps established within 4 radi ”
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of 40 to 80 km around Aysha’a ;

e The killings perpetrated by the armored vehicleg and
troops on foot posted on either side of the rails. :
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Cadavers, Stench and Desolation

Through out the time of the massacre and long after, the
corpses were left to rot in the street and in the houses. Even
ten days after the tragedy, witnesses who had travelled to
the town by train were astounded by an unbearable stench of
death which was emanating from the rotten corpses long b

fore they reached the city and saw its desolation.

This situation is confirmed by the Consul of France in a tele-

gram of 15 September 1960 “I had an interview on 5 Septeml?ez
with Colonel Tessama Izineh who had just taken up his dutlt?h
as Governor of Dire Daoua. My interlocutor spoke at lengt
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about the clean-up operations (1o
]ll*l been carry IIH‘ oul i the region since the 9th of /\lt;'usl
In \\ sha'a, the colonel told me, the re pression has
and severe ; many corpses are still in the
been sent to the town to take
.. (Annex 13)

the thiopian | army had

been rswm

[eams have
the necessary health car

houses.

e needs

g

Historical Aysha Houses™

Ruins in Aysha’a. Photo HTV

»eks after the massacre, the city had remqmed
fhf: - tl'lar];two :V L];l: : ‘I:tiilr to his a mlmssad@ dated 28 Q)L:'to—‘
DAL, Hos e sul of France wrote, “One of our compatriots
ber 1960, the Consu tja s in Aysha’a told me that the city is
o Jusdapert tWOS ):nyill inhabitants. Only some Ethiopians
el Cleserted by 17:) :.’estbo about their business. The houses
Z?j S:S;Iiﬁiﬁg:tﬁe \)x/vherc they were pu.t by tlw{njissacirtjs. Mty
.0 ted a dozen skulls littering the ¢ u,qcﬂrtea streets
n}f(t);‘m:mt leltnals o comes back to me that the efforts under-
Of the town.
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taken by the authorities and in particular the !:"“Pt‘ror h

to bring the Bedouins back to their camp have kg o TS
w (Annex 14)

\1l the steps taken by the authorities to bring the Somal;

lation back to Aysha’a im'ludin;ﬂr the nrdvrinj-’; of Dire ;)P('J'puﬁ

traders to open shops in the abandoned city have failed e

The Exodus of the Population

[he massacre led to a major exodus of the Steiviv
: ors to

! R\n(h-.og(upiud [L‘I‘l'ilﬂl'y Le. Ali Sabieh, Dikhil D]lb() ti

to Somalia i.e. AbdulKader, Sheikh, Hargeisa’and Bu .
I'he Somali government’s relief to the refugees who l'?ardama.
caped and gone to seek refuge in Somalia was all the m(f:—
exemplary considering the fact that the country had just ac%

Aysha’a 2005 : Gerard Ponthieu Collection JP € rozet
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quired its independent barely a month and a half before the
Aysha’a Massacre. According to the testimonies gathered, the
Prime Minister, Abdurachid Ali Charmarke, himself had gone
with a strong delegation to visit the camps to ensure the care
of the wounded and the schooling of the children.

In the French Somali Coast (CFS), it was the Djiboutian po-

ulation that provided relief to the survivors who had fled
to Djibouti. In a telegram to his Government dated 16August,
the Governor of CFS acknowledged that “The Refugees, espe-
cially women and children, had already arrived in Ali-Sabieh
and Dikhil. Given the lack of resources, it is feared that we will
soon find ourselves facing a real refugee problem.”(Annex 15)

The killings of the Ethiopian forces also affected Djiboutian
Somalis who happened to be on the other side of the border
during the tragedy. In a telegram of 17 August 1960, the French
Consul of Diré Dawa alerted his hierarchy about the fate of
Djiboutians of Somali origin in Aysha’a “It is indeed possible
that nationals of the French Somali Coast who were in Aysha’a
were victims of the ruthless repressive measures taken by
the army and the police since the 10th of August. The news
which reaches me from this locality is still confusing. Howe-
ver, it is confirmed that all the men in the village who were
unable to flee were shot. Only the employees of the station
seem to have escaped the massacre. _On the other hand, secu-
rity services on 14 August threw down all Somali travelers on
the Dire-Dawa-Djibouti train at Aysha‘a station. It is probable
that these were shot. It is not excluded that there were CFS
nationals among them. The railroad services are partly disor-
ganized. Indeed, most of the Somalis who worked there have
disappeared (dead or on the run) and the others are asking to
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join Dire Dawa. The Somalis in this city are themse]ye

. - S h'frr
rized by fear of reprisals” (Annex 16) 'f

These abuses have led some members of the local CFg ZOver
" ‘ > . N
ment to express solidarity with the victims and Criticize "
S ; . s 4 € the
complicit silence of the French colonial administration.

In this regard, the Governor of CFS alerted in the same tele-
gram its hierarchy, “Following the repressive measures
Ethiopians allegedly suffered by the Issas from the CFS, the
emotion is very strong in the Issa community of Djibouti wh,

already consider that we agreed with Ethiopian exactions
(Annex 14)

In another telegram of the same date, he stated that “The ter-
ritory is calm, but the Somalis and the Vice-President of the
Territory are outraged by the methods used, which affectec
some subjects of CFS. It is feared that the Member of Parlia-
ment, whose upcoming arrival is being talked about, will take
advantage of the current climate to create unrest. »

The MP in question was probably Mahamoud Harbi, who had
been removed from office and had gone abroad to continue
the struggle for the territory’s independence.

The vain attempts of compensation

The massacre of Aysha’a caused such a fear among the Somall
population that commercial exchanges in the region and 5P
cially along the railway took a long time to resume. The insta-
bility thus created affected the country’s economy and led 0
reduction of the Ethiopian revenues from Customs.

o . _ s
The Ethiopian government tried to respond to the dlsastﬂm‘
consequences of its repression against the population by ¢
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nouncing that those responsible for the massacre would be ar-
rested and brought to trial. This propaganda announcement
was reported by the French Consul to Dire Dawa in a telegram
of 2nd September 1960 “It comes back to me that the Ethio-
pian government has decided to arrest those responsible for
the massacre against the people of Aysha’a. It would be the
District Chief and police officers.... This decision is thought, to
be likely to calm Somali circles. It was allegedly taken mainly
for the purpose of depriving the Mogadishu Government of
?ringing the case before an international body... (Annex 17)

To appease the Somali population, Emperor Haile Selassie had
also promised to offer some compensation, as the Consul of
France pointed out in his letter of 10 October 1960 «At the hea-
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Tragedy
ring he granted the Issa Chiefs during his visit to Diré-Dy,

the Emperor told them that he had ordered measyreg B
taken in favor of the victims of the repression against AYSha’e
The Monarch, in particular, indicated that he intended t, takaé
care of the orphans, of this locality who will be grouped i,
Diré-Daoua. This measure had not received the favor f all
the Issa leaders. Some saw it as a maneuver by the Ethiopiap
Government to remove those young people from their envi-
ronment so that they can be given a purely Ethiopian edycg.

tion.” (Annex 18)

Despite the attempts of Haile Selassie and the local authori-
ties, most of the Somali inhabitants of the city did not return,
For a long time, Aysha’a remained as a dead city and had not
regained its former dynamism. The abandoned houses that es-
caped administrative or savage expropriation had fallen into
ruins. However, in recent decades, thanks to the autonomy ac-
quired with the institution of Federalism in Ethiopia and the
construction of new infrastructure, Aysha’a has started to re-
emerge, benefitting from the increase of socioeconomic activi-
ties in various domains.

4. A premidated State crime

The massacre of Aysha’a was planned and decided in high
places by the Ethiopian government of that time as showed by
the following facts :

The train attack on 9 August took place near Hadagalla, SO
60 kilometers from Aysha’a, but it was the latter city that SUF‘
fered the massacre. As noted above, Aysha’a was already de_sl'
gnated as the target of the upcoming repression of the Ethi0®
pian forces ;
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The Ethiopian government, which had issued an ultimatum
to the Ogaas to hand over those responsible for the attack did
not wait for the result of the efforts it engaged. Barely t}1ree
davs after the train was attacked, the town of Aysha’a was de-

cimated ;

In order to execute its sinister plan of mass killings against
an innocent and unaware civilian population, the Ethiopian
government had spread before hand rumors of the existence
1 illegal arms trafficking from Dikhil to Ayshaa and of at-
Somali Movement. These rumors could
French authorities who controlled the
lence and complicity ;

of a1
tacks by rebels of Pan-

not but only worry the
Railway and as such facilitate their si

ops to Aysha’a and other Somali loca-

tions had begun long before the train attack, which served pre-
text to start the repressive operations. In addition, the Ethio-
pian soldiers were ordered to target only the Somalis. Even
Djiboutian nationals of Somali origin but of French nationality

who were in Ayshaa or traveling by train at the time of the
massacre were not spared, as the authorities of the French So-

mali Coast (CFS) had highlighted.

as followed by the one at Danood
hagahbur on 27 March 1961,
olicy of collective punish-
nt against the Somali
somalism. In its

The deployment of tro

The massacre in Aysha’a W
on 28 December 1960 and D
which seemed to demonstrate the p
ment used by the Ethiopian governme

n because of their support to Pan
edition N° 56 of the 3rd September 1960, the Somali newspa-

per “Horn of Africa” reported on the extension of the crimes
by the Ethiopian forces all over the Somali region as follows :
“After invading the Somali towns and villages located on the

populatio
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West of the country, they (Abyssinians) had carrieg ou
pread, indiscriminate atrocities against the Somalis.
and businesses were looted, and no category of the SOciety v,

spared including children, women, and elderly, The Ethiopi_d(f
air force itself participated in the implementation of the g@n‘:h
cide. In Dhagaxbuur, the Emperor’s €Nnvoy summoned a.ll-thi;
Somali tribal leaders to inform them bluntly that  the Empe.
ror’s government had decided to deport all Somalj Repub];(—g
citizens out of the Empire’s land and deny them thejr grazing
rights. In Qabridahar, the inhabitants had distributed leaﬂet:
through which they were demanding the evacuation of the ar-
med forces out of their region and also declared their intention
to get rid of colonialism and foreign subjugation when the,
came to know the arrests by the Ethiopian authorities of 25
persons accused of inciting the population to rise against the

Empire."

twid{'t,,
H{')Ug}(_s‘

5. A Hidden Genocide

More than 61 years after the massacre it is quite legitimate to-
day to ask question about the nature and the impact of the
Aysha’a massacre, in the light of the debates developed in re-
cent decades on the crimes against humanity.

Therefore, given the deliberate intention to target only the
Somali population and the scale of the atrocities committed
against innocent civilians, what happened in Aysha’a in Au-
gust 1960 can easily be characterized as genocide according to
the criteria defined by the Convention for the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide adopted by the Urlfted
Nations on 9 December 1948 in New York. In this Conventiof
genocide is defined as “any of the following acts committed
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with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic
racial or religious group, as such :

(a) Killing members of the group ;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of
the group ; -

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in

whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within
the group ;

(e) Forcibly transferring the children of the group to ano-
ther group.

The Convention condemns such a crime, whether committed
in time of peace or in time of war, and specifies that the sen-
tences provided for are imprescriptible and are not subject to

time and place limitations.

In his article “Genocidal Violence in the Making of Nation and
State in Ethiopia”, published in African Sociological Review,
(9, 2005, pages 1-54), Mekuria Bulcha wrote “There are three
general conditions under which a genocidal process can take
place. These are colonial conquest and occupation ; formation
of a new social order based on a particular ideology and shifts
of power under conditions of deep social cleavage. These
conditions can overlap in some situations. This, for example,
is the case of the history of genocidal violence in Ethiopia...
While genocides committed in Africa are associated with co-
lonialism or explained as a consequence of consolidating the
post-colonial African state, Ethiopia, which according to most
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writers had avoided European colonial rule, is mentioned
along with Rwanda and other African countries as a ‘genoc-
dal state” in the works of many scholars (Rittner, Roth & Smith,
2002, Hendricks, 2002, Harff, 2002). For the last thirteen ye:ars,
thousands of officials and functionaries of the former regime
(DERG regime put in place by Mengistu Haile Mariam) have
been in prison accused of genocide and crimes against huma-
nity».
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Witnesses’
A narratives

he silence organized around this tragic event has not
prevented the Somalis to transmit this painful memo-
ry through oral tradition, notably storytelling and poe-
try. Some Survivors and eyewitnesses have tried to tell this
tragedy through yet unpublished writings. While there have
been no published documents on this event so far, there are
witnesses’s accounts that have circulated by word of mouth
to preserve the memory of the atrocities experienced by the

victims.

It is some of these poignant testimonies that are presented in
this part. The persons we have interviewed provided us with
valuable details about the impact of the killings, the savagery
of the forces involved and the victims’s attempts for survival.

as with any painful memories collected long after
inaccuracies about dates,

But what matters in these
e victims themselves

Certainly,
the fact, there may be confusion or
names and the course of the crime.

testimonies is that they give a voice to th
and unfold their own interpretations of this tragic history.

“ Recording this history may be a way of freeing survivors

from a heavy burden ; a painful memory they have tried

to keep for more than 61 years for their relatives and for

future generations. Remembering -this terrible story may
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have been an ordeal for them but perhaps also 3 sigh
and liberation. The witnesses who shared their narra(;-f Teljgf
this book have accepted to con fronted their past. They a]l;’;‘]s in
appreciated and supported our initiative to write aboyt t‘?‘h‘{e
tragic event. We deeply thank them for their trust anq o is
that we will deserve it. Interviewing and listening to theg, WT
nesses was also for us an enriching and moving expefienc-
which reinforced our determination to shed light on this g:
nocide. The transcription and publication of their testimonje,
is a fundamental step in counterbalancing the coldness and
the bias of the archival documents consulted, often written 1,
external observers responding to other interests. ‘

In doing this work of remembrance, we would like, through
the transcription of facts as they are told, to praise their res;-
lient memory and narratives and pay tribute to all those who
have not surviced the genocide.

We are presenting in the following pages some of the narre-
tives that we have collected in 2019 and 2020, hoping that other
researchers will continue to collect other key information that
could one day be used for the memorial or museum to be de-

dicated to this genocide.
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I- Idriss Ali Bore was 10 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He is retired and lives

in Geneva, Switzerland. .J

g9 |



’.‘-‘?,T’,‘ug"dy

toas a teacher in Somalia and after the Lthio-Soyg; o

of 1977 1 moved to Switzerland where T held d’ﬂt'rv:;

functions such as application and system Programm,,
project manager, database manager in I'T companies, im‘mmj
tional banks and the International Contmittee of the Red Cross

«o The school was closed the month of August ; as usug) |
came to Dpbouti for the Holidays. 1t was around 5:30 to 6:0p
PM, on the 12th Auguist when saw a crowd of business women
(“sharshaari”™) crying and weeping, outside the Arab shops, in
place Rimbaud in Dyibouti. As a curious child, [ joined the wo-
men to find out why they were weeping and asked questions to
some of them. Then one of the women responded to me and said,
“The nulitaries are killing the people in Ayshaa and there are
a lot of armed soldiers surrounding the town”. Without even
considering the risk, and sharing the information with anyone
else, I decided, to take the train, the next morning...

... The next day on the 13th August, at around 4 :30 to
5:00 A.M, my brother, Abdi Ali Bore, hired a horse-cart, pac‘kt’ﬂ'
the goods on it, with the help of the driver, and took me to the
railway station. There, we found a trusted man, who happened
to be my uncle, Mohamud Elmi Waberi, arranged the Qoods un-
der my seat, and bid me goodbye. The train stopped at Ali Sa-
bieh, the town was crowded with people flecing Aysha'a. On the
other hand, Danwanle the border city in Ethiopia, was crowded
with heavily armed military, nervous and on a perpetual move”
ment. Then the train started to roll towards Ayshaa. The traih
whistled three times, as usual, yet not a single person appea"ed
on the horizon. There was a lot of army, moving up and down
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to all directions. The train stopped and I was the only person to
eet off the train, that day. The train started to roll towards Dire-
Dawa and all the travelers were looking at me.

. Lleft the goods at the railway station and started walking
nome. There were only armed soldiers, military trucks and Ame-
rican jeeps, moving to different directions. As [ rushed forward,
the continuous whistling of bullets from different directions, the

ounding of the military boots and even the noises of my new

sanidals started weighing on my nerves and frightened me.

So I took off my sandals and continued towards my desti-
nation bare footed. After turning several streets to avoid the
coldiers, I encountered the first military group, sitting in the
middle of a road, trying to share their loots and yelling to each
other, like wild dogs. I immediately turned back and ran as
fast as I could and took another way to home. Luckily, I knew
Aysha'a very well. I passed in front of a house, near the school,
[ saw the first dead woman dressed in red, face down, and |
thought she had been murdered shortly before for her body was
not yet swollen. I knew that woman and her two daughters very
well, and if I am not mistaken, her name Wwas Sadiya.

After 15 minutes of changing directions several times, Cros-
sing many dead bodies, both men and womer in the compounds
and in the streets, some blocking the small streets and forcing
me to pass over them, I reached home safely, but the door was
widely open and my father was si ting on a chai, surrounded by
more than 30 to 40 men and women. I think they were waiting
for me. My father stood up and said, “There, he is, I told you
that he is on the train”. Then, | murmured something inaudible
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like, “opening of the school ..." which certainly no one hegy,
except me. Then my uncle, Waber Dider Warsame (cousin of e
father) came towards me and said to my father, “let him, he wﬁyl
take his chance (iskadhaaf, nasiibkiisu qaadidoonaaye “),

At around 8 :30 to 9 :00 A.M the next day, my father askeq
me to accompany him to the railway station for he was inten-
ding to leave Ayshaa, with all his family, and travel to the en-
campment of his second wife, somewhere between Las Hadhaad
and Hadhagala. My father asked the station manager if there
was a train that day and the station manager greeted him, re-
turned to his office, phoned someone, came back and said to us,

“there is no train, today”.

Around 16 : 00 PM, while passing near the house of Hosh
Duale, I heard the boots of two soldiers talking loudly and ap-
proaching and I, immediately, dashed into the house, where
woman and her 5 children were hiding inside. All the business
owners in Aysha’a knew this poor family, who recently came t0
Aysha'a, as a result of successive famines, and [ personally used
to distribute alms, every Friday. When 1 heard the footsteps of
one of the soldiers heading towards us, | hid under the bed and
the five children joined in the hideout and surrounded me.

The room had no windows and was very dark. Then the sol-
dier turned to the woman and said in a broken Somal, “qatony
oday, aaway, oday”. (Where is your husband?) “Oday mé hh:;
masaakintii Ayshaca nahaye”. (I have no husband, we ar¢ Itict’
poor people of Aysha'a), the woman replied. When the Pz'ng
just bent down to check if someone was under the bed, hold!

1dret
the trigger of his gun with a long bayonet, the five child
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sprang out from under the bed and went outside, leaving me
alone. Then the soldier thought the father should still be under
the bed and returned with his gun and with the bayonet and
kras:sz’n' it several times, from one side of the space under the
bed to the other, slightly touching my legs. I hugged my body
against on the wall behind me, in order to avoid being detected
by the killer's bayonet. The position was really unsustainable :
p}{jf'usviy sweating, heavy drops of sweat dripping from my face
and tired of standing on the tips of my toes. Fortunately, he
ceascd searching for the father, lined his gun against the bed and
started raping the woman, while I was still under the bed. She
was strong enough and threw him, with all her might, against
the wall behind him and rushed out of the room. He ran after
her, and caught her behind the house, because I heard the wo-
man weeping, screaming, and imploring for help by saying re-
peatedly, “Toll la'ay, Toll la" ay”.

Then I came out and ran towards the place where I left my
father this morning, i.e. in front of Haji Ismail Awalle’s shop.
After too many difficulties, I reached the shop but it was closed
and [ went directly to Hasan Qooti’s Restaurant. There I found
my big brother, Mohammed Ali Bore, whom 1 left at home, this
morning. He informed me that my father was taken to the police
station, this morning at around 10 :00 A.M, and he never reap-
peared ... Few days earlier, I had heard from people saying that
the houses belonging to Train Company, around the railway
station, were not attacked by the military and people could es-
cape from there, at night. So, 1 advised my brother to accompany
me to Farah Dalmar’s house, but my brother was reluctant and
was repeating, “the war is finished, we will soon go home”.
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Then I greeted him for the last time and went under severy

gons, crossed the rails and knocking the door of Farah Dainm:fk
house despite the yelling of the soldiers guarding the rm}’m—“~
station. The women and the children, inside the house, starﬂ%{;
crying, weeping and asked without opening the door, “Wi, w;
there?” I told them my name and our neighbor, the wif, of Al
Diriiye, opened the door and hugged me and said,” we were 1],

that you were killed”.

She took me under her protection, from that day on.
around 20 :00 P.M an old Somali policeman, rather, a guar-
dian came to our hiding house and informed us that my fathe
was shot by a squadron at the police station between 12 :00 and
13 :00 P.M. My brother, Mohamed Ali Bore, was killed in Has-
san Qooti’s restaurant, where I left him.

The train stayed longer than usual, there were at least 20
to 25 people hiding in Farah Dalmar’s house with me, no one
was making the slightest noise — not even the babies. We were
wondering what was happening outside, Why the train was still
at the station ? Abruptly, at around 13 :00 to 13 :30 PM, we
heard several shots, just behind the wall, in front of me. One
of the men, near me, climbed the wall and watched the horribld
scene of a direct assassination occurring below him, in front v_i
all the travelers in the train. Two persons were shot, m-zd 0{“
was my young cousin, Abdi-Hayaan Ahmed Bore (disgmsed'r;!
woman’s attire), the other was Hassan Fadan Kawaaliye (?f‘_’t i
a French passport), who tried to save my cousin by disg”‘”’::i
him as his wife. Then I recognized the cry of my youns CO”EH ‘
requesting for water, repeatedly, saying, “biyo, biyo,” ™

|os



T . i e s - = it e

PART 3: WITNESSES"NARRATIVES ... .

. and the murderer shot him on the head at a point blank,
and said, “inka wuha — hoo biyaha (here take the water | Since
[ could not cry, I wept silently and tried to climb the wall, but |
oas not permitted by the adults and the wife of Ali Diiriye, my
yardian angel. I was so upset that day, I kept shedding tears
and sobbing without crying the whole day, and I can affirm that
_[ have learned how to cry without crying since that day. Then
the train left for Djibouti without Hassan Fadan Kaz;{.vaalz"yt’,
wio sacrificed his life for a member of my family. I sz'ncerély
thank him and his entire family from the depth of my heart.

il

At around 10 :30 to 11 :00 P.M in the evening, the daughter
of Ibrahim Dankali came to ny hiding house, saw me and said
textually, “Waryaa, sow adiga iskanool ! Ina adeerta Habiba
Waberi ayaa raadinaysa wixii reer Boreh ka nool. Waxay lahayd
ldris na waa ladilay” — “(Hey, you are still alive.Your cousin,
Habiba Waberi is searching for the survivals of Bore family. She
was saying that you were murdered, too”).

Few minutes later, my cousin burst into the house in which
I was hiding trembling, weeping, and started Crying as soon as
she saw me alive. She hugged and embraced me tightly with all
her force, kissed me all over, while at the same time, recounting,
repeatedly, the names of the members of the family murdered
in the operation, including her own father, Waberi Dider War-
same,

She covered me with her shawl (shalmad), took me to the
train and hid me under her seat in the train. That day, there
were no more whistling of the bullets. I was not at ease under
the seat and was becoming more apprehensive as long as the
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train remained still at the station, because that horrible traged,,
— killing of young cousin Abdi-Hayaan Ahmed Boreh and py,,.
san Fadan Kawaaliye, was haunting me and resonating iy my
mind. I was a little relieved when the train left Aysha’a, IStﬂ‘ye;f
under the seat till ny cousin asked me to come out, just befy,
arriving Hadhagalla. After a few hours, without any obstacj,
we arrived at Dire-Dawa safely, but not assured because t};
area was swarming with armed military and most of the people,
inside and outside the railway station were also terrorized lik,
US a5
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She was 10 years old

at the time of Aysha’a massacre.
She currently resides in Dire Dawa.
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» had been attacked the day before Ty,
coening. The bullets whistled gj) m'ght“:@d@
dawn. The next day, Friday morning fﬁe E:;””
4 100y

was broken down and five relatives were killed in our coyrt,

(Yussuf Kayad Buh, Jama Wais, Waberi Jideel, Jiglakar gn, éf;r;_.f
ther employee of Jama Wais). Then their feet were bound ml:--f
their bodies dragged out like animals. 1 had personally fOH’GuJ;{
the bodies. To a soldier who knew me, 1 asked where hy was
going to throw them. I fell on the body of the elder Bubaker, th,
grandfather of Abdi Jibril with his dagger lying near a garbage
can ... They buried him near the cemetery. All the other bod;’es
had been thrown into two pits used for garbage disposal. Ther:
were bodies everywhere. It was only on the third day that the
railway coolies were called to bury the bodies in the garbage pits

to avoid the smell ...

... At that time, I was a little girl and we lived in an Amhar
neighbourhood. I wore a short Amhara dress and ran around.
And when we went upstairs, it was said that Abdillahi Yasin,
Ali Bore, Ahmed Bore and his son had been taken near the school,
near a pit. I and other Amhara girls went there together. Perso-
nally, I saw them killed there. They shot them and threw them
into the pit. They were buried in these three places (near the

cemetery and in two garbage pits) ...
ee those

... When the other soldiers had entered the town t0S .,
who were shooting at them, they did not see anyone, they ! hi .’r
went to position themselves near the administration. - H- m:}ff.
cars were equipped with red flags. The soldiers stationed 1”1%
town looted houses and killed people. When the other soldie”
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arrived, people were told to open the stores and resume their
work. But this resumption of work made it possible to identify
the few who remained alive. They were killed the next day. TJ:{T::
in the end, they threw their bodies into the pits. Yes, two pits in
which garbage was thrown and which were near the cemetery.
[ can still see the exact place . My God ! These people were not

spared anything !
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MUSA ISMAIL
BUH (HAMARGOD)

He was 23 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Dire Dawa.

=
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worked at the Franco-Ethiopian Railway Company
was assigned to Ayshaa station in 1957 as g telephf,nd
e

operator.

At the time, the freight train used to leave Dire Dayy ,,
Tuesday, and the passenger train used to go to Djibouti g,
same day. They crossed each other. I wanted to take the freigp,
train from Dire Dawa to Mille. My Ambhara friend, in Charge
of the radio with whom [ was staying, had been transferred t,
Dire Dawa. People were afraid and there was some tension in
the town but I was with an Amhara family ...

... On Tuesday, the train I was to take was ready to leave,
with all the goods loaded and some passengers but we had no
news of the passenger train. The telephone operator and the
head of the train station said they had not heard anything since
the train had left Lugdahar. The radio was cut off. At 8 o’clock in
the evening, we were still without any news. A plane was sent
to search for the train along the railway. It took pictures of @
derailed train between Hadhagalla and Lugdahar and surrour
ded by many people, as if it had stopped in a town. In fact, they
were nomads who had come from nearby camps to loot the train,
including containers of clothes and shirts that they had put 0"
top of each other, and which gave a mixture of colors similar 10

military outfits ...
... After examining the photographs, the army was callt’j to
the rescue. 400 soldiers, including 200 commandos, Were 7

patched to the scene. Each group had its own command, head;’
by a colonel. The freight train was emptied to load the 4005
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Jiers and transport Hn_.'m to Hadhagalla. They joined the passen-
ger frain and cleared its passage, which was blocked by stones,
;"”j then the convoy arrived in Assal. 200 soldiers remained
im Hadhagalla. Rumors circulated about the murder of a white

mai during this event ...

— OnWednesday, an Amhara policeman came outof Aysha’a
and saw nomads on the move. Fearing that they would cross the
Gomali border, he ordered them to move towards Aysha'a. They
refused, killed him, and crossed the border. The body of the dead
soldicr was brought back to Aysha'a...At that time, most of the
region’s authorities were in Dir¢ Dawa, because the Western
ambassadors residing in Addis Ababa had come there to identify

the body of the white man. ..

.. On Wednesday afternoon, the body of the Amhara poli-
ceman was buried in Aysha’a in the presence of all the commiui-
nities leaving in the city. Kasahun Mekuria, the administrator
of the city of Aysha’a made a speech in which he informed the
population that what happened in Hadhagalla did not concern
them. As for the policeman who was buried that day, he said
that he himself had provoked the altercation he was the victim
of. He asked everyone to go home and not to go out again that
night. ..

... The head of the Aysha'a train station was an Issa Walaal-
d‘?” named Ali Farah. Kasahun asked him to go home. He told
him that if he was called by radio, he will warn him himself.

Aif the company’s employees had also been released from thetr
Jovs.,.

103 |




THE AYSHA’A GENOCIDE OF 1960 : Shedding light on a Hiddey Trageg
..... R = T .= Ao

... Wednesday evening around 7 : 00 P.M, myself, .

: : il
Ambhara friend, Kebrebe Haylemariam, an Issack man ngp,,
Omar Musa and an Arab train conductor named Mohame,
Ahmed, we were in the cafeteria near the station with g perso.-
nality named Yohanes Tedros ; A man of a certain age who gy
just returned from the place where the white man's body wgs
found and who was recounting the speeches of the ambassadors,
especially that of the French ambassador. A young telephone
operator, Yohanes Bayu, came running to us and informed ys
that Aysha'a had been attacked by the Somalis, that there was
war there. We went to the station telephone and the oldest of us,
Yohanes Tedros, vicked up the receiver, but we were all around
him and could hear perfectly what was being said. He called
Kasahun who said they were being attacked by Somalis, that
bullets were coming from all sides and he wanted to know if they
would be rescued or if they had to surrender ...

... That day (Wednesday afternoon) Haile Selassie was in
Dire Dawa, back from Harrar. Yohanes wanted to warn a French
official present at the station in Dire Dawa, but my friend Ke-
brebe interrupted him by asking him it was the Ethiopian ai-
thorities who should be warned first. So he called the office of
the person in charge of the city of Dire Dawa and very qu;tfkf}/’
he put the receiver back down saying “it’s the Emperor ! IS fifft}
Emperor |”. My friend Kebrebe grabbed the handset and SPU_’*,{,
to the Emperor’s assistant to whom the latter seemed tO‘h”“
passed the handset in the meantime, explaining the situation:-
We then called Kassahun back. In less than 10 minutes, a1 ar ’”:/
general came in a jeep, dangerously driving and braked sudd"«”m
ly in front of the station. He stormed into the telephone ro0
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and dmmmdvd to speak to A ysha'a. Kasahun told him the same
ming. The General then asked us‘to call Hadhagalla. He asked
0 g;wkﬂrsf to the hm.'d of the ;./)olzce and then to the head of the
gy who was there, introducing himself beforehand. It seems
10 me that he said his name was Tadesse. He said to each of the
chicfs of corps, “Go immediately to Aysha’s, don’t ask yourself
if he is tall or short, man or woman, you shoot”...

" There was a place called Warabob, not far from Ayshaa,
where when the vehicles stopped in the evening, their head-
lights were visible from the city. When the police and military
vehicles left Warabob and their headlights illuminated Aysha’a,
Kasahun gathered the police and all the armed Amharas and or-
dered them to search the town. He told them that as soon as they
heard qunshots, they had to fire back ... Shortly afterwards, Ka-
salhun Mekuria fired into the air and they all started shooting.
The Ethiopian army landed in the midst of all this shooting.

The 200 policemen entered the city while the 200 military
surrounded the city. They spent Thursday executing the ma-
cabre massacre. On Friday, Kasahun Mekuria issued a list of
men to be executed ...

... Aysha’a was a very commercial city, with large clothing
§tores. The Amharas were very NUMerous in the city and were
If‘fegmted. They were mostly civil servants. There were no mi-
litary at that time. The Aysha'a train station was as important
4 the one in Dire Dawa. It was very frequented by the great
mefchants and notables such as Haj Ahmed Bore, Haj Ali Bore,
;Iz] [f))uale Dheere, Haj Ismail Wayrah, Haj Ismael Awale, Haj

almar and many others who are not so well known ...
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... | had read in a newspaper that at the beginning of 1959
Haile Selassie had given the order to hold a special COnferenC;
on Ethiopia’s security in Harrar in June. It is often said 4,
Aysha'a collapsed in 1960, but for me it was in 1959 that y,,
fate of the city was sealed politically. Haile Selassie had said (,,
that occasion that the dream of the Somalis was being realizp;
through the independence of Somalia scheduled for July of the
following year, and that it was imperative that decisions be takey,
in the interest of Ethiopia. All officials, civilian and military, i
charge of cities bordering Somalia participated in this meeting.

For Aysha’a, it was Kasahun Mekuria and the Chief of po-
lice, Chambol Hangof, who had participated in this meeting.
Kasahun was a tall, light-skinned man with a slightly crooked
mouth, and the Somalis called him “Afmaroor,” (crooked
mouth). Chambol had a scar on his cheek and was nicknames
“Canjeeh,” (scarred cheek). Upon their return from the security
meeting, they implemented the decisions taken, namely :

e The restriction of movement along the borders between
Ethiopia and Somalia to facilitate control ;

e The administration of the “Reserved Areas” by an Amhara
who was knowledgeable of the habits and customs of the
Somalis ;

e The preparation of events in three cities near the borde?,

namely Aysha'a, Dhagahbuur and Dannood.
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ABDI
OKIE ADAR

He was 26 years old

at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Djibouti.

-]
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I; 1960, I joined the liberation movement of Somal; tey

ritories under colonial domination. I was impriqoned
for my resistance activities in Jigjiga and Djiboyy; I
was employed at Djibouti International Airport until I retiyeg

... The soldiers started shooting and killing people inside g,
outside the houses. As for the nomads, soldiers had gone out
all the villages and towns along the railway (Biki, Erer, Hyy-
so, Diré Dawa, El Bahay, Harrawa, etc.) to kill all those they
encountered on their way : men, women, children and the i
vestock. There were tanks, planes, troops on foot. The planes at-
tacked the livestock at close range, especially cattle and camels,
which fell like this (a gesture signifying en masse). Among the
animals and people, nothing was spared. No place was spared.
From Hawas, Afdem, Biki, etc., soldiers had gone and invaded
the bush to massacre and pillage the Issa nomads. ..

... The Administrator of Hadhagalla had refused to kill his
constituents, while the Administrator of Aysha'a had agreed
to massacre his own... The massacre in these various places
had lasted from 3 to 4 months. Faced with the combined at-
tacks of troops on foot, tanks and planes, the nomads had fled
the plains, everywhere from Gahwi to Badhiwein, to take refuge
in the mountains. Survivors of the massacre fled to Abdulkader
in Somalia, where the Somali State took care of all school-a8¢
children and put them in schools. Refugee families from Aysha’
had been rescued by nomads and Issas from Somalia who pickt’d
them up with trucks, sometimes across the border (Ethiopia"
side).After the death of the leader (Mahamud. Harbi), we stayed
three years near Abdulkader. We had no one to train us, no one
to give us anything....
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SAID
DUALE IDLE

I-He was 10 at the time of the massacre.
Engineer and cartographet, he worked
at the Djibouti Ministry of Transport.
He is now retired and lives in Djibouti. _I
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mong those killed, there was Hassan Fadap Kaz;)

lie, Jama Arre. Only one of his sons, Ibrahin, ]m::ﬁ

Arre, is still alive. There was Said Ahmed B‘-’yra
whose family, three sons and his wife, had come to take refu i
in Abdulkader. There was also Abdillahi Yasin Farah. Hig fi_
mily composed of three sons, three daughters and his wife hyy
taken refuge in Abdulkader. Among his sons, one nicknamed Aj;
went to Canada, another went to Australia and the other dieg
in Erance. There was also Aden Adawe, Haji Osman Duale, the

paternal uncle of Yussuf Omar Duale. Among those killed, there
was also my maternal uncle Igue Buh and so many others ......

.. Ique Buh had a business in Ayshaa ; his family had not
come to Abdulkader for they had fled into the bush... I was in
Abdulkader at that time. I started the 2nd year of my schooling
there. We had heard of an incident that had happened before
the Aysha'a massacre, the train derailment provoked by Husain
Lahdil. People had left the city when the first military reinfor-
cements arrived. They had said that the Ethiopians were prepir
ring themselves to punish Aysha’a. Somali State (Mogadishi
and Hargeisa) was informed. They had sent people to collect
information. They had come back to say that the rumors were
true and that the city was surrounded.
weak. Tt had only beer

At that time, the Somali state was -
kof 20 soldiers.

independent for forty days. They had sent a truc "~
About ten other soldiers were stationed at Abdulkader. Duris

the day, the soldiers left for the border to listen to the Peﬂi”f';
those who were fleeing ... The inhabitants of Abdulkader w‘”;
ready to welcome the refugees who were from the sane commt
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..................................................

nity. They had agreed on the steps to follow. They had contri-
puted to arrange existing empty houses to accommodate future
refligees: -

The first to arrive were the people who had fled indivi-
dually. We had listened to them to understand what they had
pitnessed. They had given a lot of information. The fown of
Aysha’a was a commercial hub between Somalia, Ethiopia and
Djibouti. There were many people present there to buy supplies.

 Somali soldiers were going close to the border. They were
stationed on the bank of the Beyo Cilaan wadi. They spent the
night 25 km from Abdulkader to take shelter. The inhabitants
were prepared, and some men were staying with the soldiers.
The city was ready to receive the refugees. Among them was
Daler Issa Ali, my uncle’s younger brother. He went there eve-
ry day because he knew how to handle weapons. He had joined
the first Parliament of Somaliland. Many inhabitants accompa-
nied the outings of the army. The refugees were driven by the
army to Qabri Gaheyr located between Aysha’a and Abdulka-
der. The Aysha'a-Abdulkader distance is 61 km. There is 20 km
between Aysha'a and the border and 41 km between the border
and Abdulkader. The inhabitants of Abdulkader came to pick
the refugees up there and took them away after having looked
after and fed them. I witnessed it. We, the school children had
taken care of frightened, devastated, barefoot people. They were
dressed and treated at Abdulkader’s hospital. We wrote down
their names to give them to the Elders of the city...

The town of Aysha'a had been surrounded. Additional
soldiers were brought by train. People were not allowed to leave
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the city. It was only after that that the city was attackeq T?z
who were in their houses were ordered to open the doo =

. . : ; r an
killed. Those who circulated outside were killed outside. .

The people visiting the city had taken refuge in the restay,.
rants. Doors were broken to find them. The people outsid, Were
first killed then the houses were attacked one after the Other
People over the age of 18 or able to use a weapon were ki led
They mostly killed men. Many of my friends had been dngujse,j
as women so that they can leave the town. The youngest ey,
spared. The massacre had lasted a week if not longer. Later |
heard that the bodies had been thrown into a large pit. People
had left the town in several ways. There was a gentleman who
had tried to protect himself from the bullet with his hands. The
bullets had crossed his hand. He joined us in Abdulkader with
a bloody hand...

.. The soldiers were arriving by train. Among the dead were
my family who lived there, the families of my classmates. For
example, Sulaiman Hasan Fadan ; we were in the same Koranic
school in district 6 and I knew his father. Said Ahmed Belan
[ was in the same Koranic school as him in Aysha'a in 1959 fo
15 days. Yusuf Omar Duale ; I used to go down to his neighbo-
rhood, he was next door to a man called Khaire, who lived I" the
same subdivision. This man was killed. This is how I learned
about the massacre...

. The death toll was recorded by Daher Hersi Ali A}lllur;f;
e he I~

gan another maternal uncle. He was literate ; becaus o
joined the British Colonial Army by saying that he was 18 I;HM
he was only 15 in 1943. In Abdulkader, he wrote down info
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fion on the dead. He rmf.zmu’dfmn; the list those whose death was
wot confirmed. According to Dahir Hersi at Jeast 100p people
Jere killed. He had noted the names of the victims
tor used at the time by the school. He kept this register with him
when he moved. It was the first thing he put in his trapel bag....

on the regis-

.. In 1988, he still had the register with him in Zeila. He
oas the Mayor of this city. We were there for Eid el Fitr with
an okal, General Subagle and a maternal cousin. He had gsked
me to bring him the okal Ina Farah Qore. The Elder had been
brought to him. At that moment, I knew he had the register with
him because he had indicated to me where it was stored.

.. While keeping the register in this way, the SNM front
entered Zeila during the civil war in Somalia and people had
fled the coast but once they reached the heights they could not
advance. My uncle then contacted the SNM to tell them that
as Mayor of the City of Zeila, he was going to bring back his
constituents. On the day of Eid in 1989, while he was heading
towards Guestir on Maan Daaha hill, Dahir Hersi was trapped
by a mine at 11 :30 A.M. He was killed by the explosion of this
mine. He had the register with him. He died there with two
Other people. The nomads who had come to his aid had only
taken care of him to organize his burial.

- In this register were recorded only the dead, and not the
Wounded. There were a lot of injuries like the guy who took a
bullet in hjs hand, Arreye. When we made a comparison, the

“ad were more numerous than the wounded. ...

-+ Saad, one of Dahir Hersi’s sons, can confirm the exis-

fence of the register. He is at Asha'ade. He told me he had taken
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the register with him. He had planned to go to Maap Daaly,
and Sheikh Issa. He was expected there that day. The Issq o h:-
region had placed their trust in him. I told him to leave the .,
and proposed to him to drive him later to Sheikh Issa qp,,.,
his community. He was on his way fo this place. He hag h;
belongings with hint.... The sons and daughters of Dahir H,y.,
ave alive : Husain Dahir Hersi, Abdo Dahir Hersi. They g,
numerous : More than ten. They live here. There are two ,_r'}; Hhe
Zeila area. One works in Customs in Asha'‘ade and the other ;.

in Loyada. Everyone else is here in Djibouti.

... 1 was often with the Elders of Abdulkader, among whon,
there was Omar Qaadi and my other maternal uncle, Aw [am
Dirie. I listened to their stories and that was how 1 found out
what had happened. It is believed that the reasons for the mas-
sacre were primarily the train derailment by Husain Lahdil. It
was after this derailment that the Amhara prepared themselves
Second, Aysha’a was a place where people were very aware of
their Somali identity. Contributions to the SYL Party were c1-
trusted to a man called Roble Dhegjar, the father of Fuad Roble
Dhegjar. He used to go to Abdulkader to take a car to bring the
contributions to Hargeisa. He used to come back with a receipt

from SYL. People were politically awake.

In 1959, the League of Nations had sent a Commission of

Inquiry to find out about the people’s claims.There was dele-
gation from Aysha'a with them. All ages had st gned the petition:
It is for these reasons that the city was massacred. The Amhtirﬂ
denied the Somalis any self-determination saying that the o0
malis will have a state when the donkeys will have horns. Th
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qde was fo put an end to any aspiration for self-determ;-
.r‘r”[n :
51[

aationt-

ﬂ The repression did not just affect Aysha'a that year. [t also
i panood and Dhagaxbuur, although it is possible that
fore WOTC fewer casualties, as Aysha'a was a big city. All those
Jears e Somalis were repressed. The reports sent from Zeila
“ad Berbera o Aden in 1887 and 1888 show the way in which
e Abyssinians behaved with the Somalis. ... The massacre took
place in town but also in the bush. It was something constant.
For Aysha'a, most soldiers were transported by train. They en-
sered and then dispersed throughout the city. Those who exe-
cuted people came from Harrar. They left by train as soon as
they had finished their dirty work...

affectel

... There were not many soldiers stationed in Aysha'a. Those
who killed people and those who watched outside the city came
from elsewhere. People were shot dead. Those outside were first
killed and then the houses were attacked in a systematic way to
search male adults and shoot them. The killing took place du-
’_'5”8 the day. At night, they only killed those they found walk-
"8 around. There were hooded people with them whose identity
was hidden.... I can say that the massacre lasted 10 days, the
;’;e”’fbf? of days the ci ty was surrounded and the number of days

mhabitants were executed from 10 up to12 days. This is my
Personal estimate. The Amhara Qathered the dead and then

thy : ,
th W them in q pit. I heard about a mass grave located near
€r barrgeks,

ﬂnd.;hjn f‘lbdulkader, the refugees were installed in the houses
¢ad collected was distributed to them. Food had also been
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sent by the Somali State. At that time, solidarity existey The
towns in the North of Somalia were asked to help the refigee :
The city of Hargeisa had sent a lot of clothes, sheets, and blan(kef;
some of them new. They also sent children’s clothing, They had
also added lots of money they had collected. When the refugees
had all of this, we the inhabitants were a little jealous (lﬂughs )
At that time, Hargeisa had just gained independence.... Later
Abdirashid Ali Charmarke had come to Abdulkader. I remenp,,
he hugged orphans one after another, crying.

... There were only two classes at Abdulkader. Those wj,
were to be educated filled the classes where a few students wer,
missing. The grown-ups had joined our classes. Among them
were Sheik Omar Haji Ismael, Aynane and Yusuf Omar. For
the little ones, we created a new class. The others waited until
the following year to go to class. The older ones, Duale Ali Ho-
guweyne, Abas Ahmed Bore, joined the upper classes in Hargei-
sa. Duale and Ali Hogweyne were taken to Amud. That was
how education was provided to the survivors’ children...

.. The rest of the money collected to feed people had beer
deposited in a bank in Hargeisa. The people of Aysha had re-
ceived an allowance of 60 shillings per month. At that time, the
shilling was worth 30 Djiboutian Franc. Men were especially
responsible for this. This allowance was being distributed untl
people could recover...

: 105€
... There are many survivors among the people w!

fathers were killed. Among the refugees, there are several peo-;:f
still alive : for example, Abdi Jama Farah ... Few people have
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yed 10 live in Aysha'a. Among them there were those people

tur “ _
gxprlh’d from Djibouti in 1967....

. No town can replace Ayshaa ... In 1959, I stayed there
v 15 days. The inhabitants were very numerous. There were a
lot of young people in the streets. There were over 10,000 resi-
dents. The amhara were not very numerous. They were soldiers
and officials with their families. They lived near the railroad
tracks. It was a very busy city. The streets were crowded in the
morniing... Yusuf Omar wrote something about that. His pa-
sernal uncle had been killed. Yusuf is now deceased. ...

.. People have been traumatized and had kept the silence for
a long time. It was only after 1977 that people raised their heads
a litile bit. Before that, they were devastated and humiliated. ...

I took down the names of the fathers of my classmates
who were murdered, and I did so recently. In the late 1990s,
people began to talk about the need to write the story of Ayshaa.

Among Abdulkader’s students from Aysha'a, I noted in a note-
book those who are alive :

o Ahmed Haji Ismael Awale,

e Sahal and Mohamed Haji Ismael Nur
o Mohamed Hasan Fadan Kawaltye,

® [brahim |ama Arre

* A son of the Abdillahi Yasin's family
 [brahim Khaire,

® Ismael Ali and Omar Ilmi Aw Muse
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I_ Yusuf Omar was around 10 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He became a diplomat and served
as Djiboutian Ambassador to Yemen and l:zdﬂ
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usuf Omar passed away in 2015. He hagq st
o li . drte
writing an unpublished book, in Somg; 1&(]
’ an-
guage, on Aysha’a massacre from which n
We

have extracted the following testimony”.

... Why did Aysha'a pay for the train incident, whic, was
attacked in Habago, near Hadhagalla? In fact, Aysha’g wa;
already targeted by the Ethiopian authorities because it g n
living city and its inhabitants were evolved (“ilbax”). They haf
written a letter to the United Nations in 1948 calling for
recognition of their people’s right to self-determination....

... Before the massacre, many soldiers were sent to the city.
They were installed in the so-called “Cawro Eeg” district and
near the big prison.... The city’s policemen had dug large holes.
When asked why they did it, the authorities said, “It’s to bury
the city’s garbage.” This was a proof that the Ethiopian State
was planning the massacre of the population. That is also why
the city’s intellectuals and traders were the first to be targeted....

.. Residents were led to believe that rebels were trying 1
enter into the city to cause unrest. They were asked to stay in the
houses and leave the doors open so that the soldiers could inter
vene quickly. They were told that nothing will be done against
the inhabitants if they do not hide the “Shiftas » (prigand 1¢

bels)...

... The Ethiopian administrators and soldiers who ‘.Uer -
Aysha'a lived in miserable conditions. Many of them th,:ru‘
the backs of the people they were racketeering. The soldiers k’ﬂp,
the city was rich. The massacre of Aysha'a thus offered e

e I
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for the wretched soldiers of the Abyssinian Empire to

wlent city....

h‘lﬂf H”lf; ”;

_When they entered the houses, they first asked for mo-
ney and gold. Even when it was given to them, they did not
qfé;; tiere. They began to search everywhere, shops, houses, by
threatcning wonen and children. They were killing all the men

they foii nd on their way....

Ethiiopian Air Force was heavily involved in the massacre.
The plines were bombing all the caravans heading towards the
city. They hit Mordhale, Dulcusbo, Wadi Malaaseed. At the
time many camps with their herds were established in the plain

gf Cay! Weyn...

. The massacre spared neither the Sheikhs nor the Sufis ;
the soldiers had invaded the Mausoleum of Sheikh Musa and
killed Alimed Sheikh Musa and many of the disciples who were
there. On the same day, were killed Bobaker Farah, Awale [ilaal
and his brother Mohamud, Said Ahmed, Elmi Burgan, Abdil-
lahi Yasin, Hasan Lagun, Jama Miguil, Elmi Adem and Iltire
Kamil ...

.. Some time before the massacre a police sergeant had come
o see my brother-in-law, Abdillahi Dirir, who was his friend
and asked him to take his family out of the town. My sister
Aicha had just given birth to twins. So, she was evacuated to
fhe bush. The policeman took my brother-in-law and locked him
n the great prison to save him, without telling him anything
zb"“f' what was going to happen in the city. He took him out
f prison after the massacre occurred. He said, “Don’t think
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about the people who were killed and the lost property, -
received orders from the State. I could only save yoy gpg ,?,(,:
¢ r

wife who just had twins.”

What is incredible about this story is that it was my by,
ther-in-law who had gotten the contract to build the prison jus;
before the massacre. Instead of being paid for this constructioy,
he was the first person to be locked up there. |

... The Head of the railway based in Aysha'a was a Fren),.
man, married to an Arab woman called Myriam, I believe. 1,

was shocked by what was happening and raised the French fl,
on all the homes of the railway workers. Thus, he was able +
save many people among them Husain Urqud, Ibrahim Takhtar,

Ique Harlawi, Abdillahi Desen Wiid.. ..

... A few days after the massacre, two trains came, one from
Djibouti and the other from Dire Dawa. It was at that time that
Abdi Hayaan Ahmed Bore who had disguised himself as a wo-
man with the intention to take the train to Djibouti and escape
was killed. They had also killed Hasan Fadan who was on the

train...

... People who were able to hide on the train and those u’ffﬂ
fled on foot arrived in Ali Sabieh. But the French authorituts
who were the colonizers tried to send these people back to thw.r
butchers. Fortunately, the inhabitants of Ali Sabieh resis ted Ithz_a‘
refoulement operation and, in particular, Jama Jilal and ]!h”{
Gulal, both ministers in the local government. They alerted ﬂ'}“
authorities to the risk of uprisings if these people were furne

back to their killers ...
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. My two sisters and the man, who had welcomed us to
their cantp when we fled, decided to leave for the city of Ab-
dulkader. While we were in the Wadi Beeyo Caanod, we met
pounded men who were being evacuated to Abdulkader. After
exchanging some imformation, they told us that they i gi-
sacked Ethiopian troops based in Beeyo Caanod in revenge for
what they did in Aysha’a. The place was close to the border of
Ethiopia and Somalia. We had accelerated the pace to cross the
border and about three kilometers inside Somali territory we
met first aid. They were Somali soldiers walking. After a while
we saw a lot of vehicles coming and we were put in one of them
with the wounded. At Gahayr Askir’s grave, we encountered
other vehicles heading towards the border. It was amazing to see
a small country that had only existed for a month and 13 days
providing such relief to the survivors. Most of the survivors,
mostly women and children, had reached the city of Abdulkader,
which was swarming with people. Relatives of the survivors had
come from all over the region to rescue their loved ones or to seek
information about those left in Aysha'a ...
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He was 26 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently lives in Ali Sabieh.
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letter had arrived from Somalia and More pay:

cularly from Abdulkader. In this letter wer, -

tioned the names of all the merchants of Ayshy,
The guy to whom the letter had been entrusted was an Uurqyey,,
named Husen Aynane Xuunshaale. This letter had falley, i,
the hands of the authorities.. Somalia, which had just ggiy,,
independence, had sent this letter to the merchants of Ayshay,
I don’t know what was in it. But the letter had been intercepfm’
and given to the Governor of the city. The authorities of the cit
had transmitted it to the Central state. It was for this reason
that the order was given to punish the city. But we did not have
this information. At that time, it was said that people entering
the cify could not leave. And those from the city had to lock
themselves in their homes and turn away those from outside
who wanted to enter their homes. An order like that had beer

given...

... The soldiers present were those from Aysha'a and others
from Dire Dawa or elsewhere. At the time, I was a khat trader
and our camp was in Mordhaale. I had left my camp where Y
son had just been born on Wednesday. The camp had set.out_ft‘-f'
Somalia because of the threatening behavior of E thiopian soz’;
diers. I told my family that I was going to the city to get k}mt‘.’
brought the khat to Dikhil. I arrived at a place called Cawr? l;t‘: |
I was a good runner and difficult to catch unless [ was hit VY

s T clioes A2
ball, because I was in my twenties. Soldiers with big shoes
not run very fast...

... [was on the hill of Cawra Eeg, alone. The.
attacked on a Friday. Twelve vehicles had left Biyo
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Their headli¢hts had illuminated me. I could see

and entering the town. The vehicles had been

suce o
m arriving
pm‘k”{ petween the Governorate and Adarey. The soldiers got

.. People started shouting. I was sitting up there listening
10 everything that was happening. I could even hear the words.
When the firing started coming from everywhere, I ran away.. ..

.. People were massacred in Aysha'a, but also in Danwanle.
A woman had been killed in another place called Il Wais. I had
left that place during the evening to go to Dikhil. I spent the
night at a place called Guedi Madoobe on a promontory. In the
morning, I went down to a nomad camp to have tea. As I was
drinking this tea, bullets started whistling over our heads. So
even in the bush, camps had been attacked, cattle taken, houses
burned. The vehicles had left for Durdur. Wherever they met

people, the soldiers killed them throughout this period....

... In the bush, planes were bombing with heavy weapons.
They had not killed people at my home place, but they had killed
people in Maru and in the plain after Hadhagalla. In one camp,
a woman and several sheep had been killed. The planes were

.. The refugees went to Dikhil and Ali-Sabieh. Others went
t? Somalia, particularly Abdulkader. The French administra-
“f’” of Djibouti tried to turn back those who had reached Ali Sa-
bieh. Ministers including a certain Gudal said that these people

belonged to the same qroups as the people of Djiboutt.
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-+ L heard that thirty men, who were in prisoy ; :
had broken down the door of the prison when the bn - A.lfﬁfm:,,
and fled. The soldiers who had come to intervenzhegan Ostary,
an old man named Blasqariye who could 4 found g

: , not save hinyc,ir
they killed him on the spot.... ¢ himself ,

.-« The soldiers who killed people and droye the cars ¢,
from the army... We did not see any civilians - it was mey i
ring uniforms who killed people. They prevented the noflf.',.;- -: 
from leaving the city, but they let in those who came in,

... I heard that many bodies had been thrown into 4 .
well near the security post dug by the Italians ... Much
messengers were sent to bring people back. We had entered <.
malia and we came back but to settle on the red lands aroun:
Danwanle where we had found pasture.

The people who survived the massacre died. Very few 1
still alive ... The survivors have tried to live as they could wi
the painful memory of this horrific massacre ...
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He was about 30 years old at the time
of the massacre. He passed away
in March 2021 while he was

still living in the city of Aycha’a. —JI
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li Duksie Khaire was one of the elders an( 4,
positaries of the memory of Aysha’a where h(
lived all his long life. He passed away in March

2021, few months after we had the chance to interviey,
him. This book is dedicated to his memory.

... Abnormal things were happening because of the train 41
tack. The authorities had been asked to release the Imprisone
people and end the increased surveillance of the city as it yys
peaceful. They replied, “tomorrow we will end the surveillance

and release the prisoners”. So, we slept in peace....

... At the time, there were people moving in the hills around
Aysha'a and three men entered the city through the Cawara Eeg
neighborhood. One of them was armed ... A soldier had seen them
while they were quenching their thirst at someone’s house. The
soldiers wanted to stop them. One of the soldiers tried to grab
the one who was armed and the latter shot him. It was at sunset.

After that, the shots started to never stop...

...The city Administer said that what some people were

trying to hide from him had finally come to light. At that time,
Haile Selassie was in Dire Dawa and Ogaas Hassan was also
with him. The Ogaas told him that if there were interventions
in the town of Aysha’a, the civilian population will be killed. It
seems that Haile Selassie had looked at him harshly... It was that
night that all those who were caught were killed. The next day,
we all went out to meet in the mausoleums to understand what

had happened during the night.

While we were still there, the soldiers had been ardert’d fff’
take us into our houses so that there would be no one outsidc.
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They said : “gibu, gibu”, (in Amharic) “come in, go inside”.
Ez*t’;'_if"’f" had gone home or to the nearest house... It was a
Thursday cvening and the next day was a Friday.... It was the
spening that the Elders returned from a meeting in Beyo Gur-
quri as part of their mission to preserve the peace. That evening
1 soldier was killed by an armed man. This had become the pre-
text for the massacre...

... Regarding the train, we were told that the incident did
not happen in our area and that the matter did not concern us.
Haile Selassie had ordered the capture of the perpetrator, Hu-
sain Lahdil. He had taken the Issa elders into hostage in Dire
Dawa and ordered them to bring the culprit to avoid collective
repression. The train had been attacked by this man whose pro-
perty had been confiscated by the local authorities. The culprit
had to be brought back. Elders have gathered to discuss the case
and went to find him at Geer Odacali. Husain Lahdil had been
caught and imprisoned. But this did not prevent the attack of
Aysha'a the day before Friday.. Bullets had started whistling all
over the town ...

Those who were outside were pushed inside, “Kifad”, open,
Tac, Tac (sounds of bullets) ”. At first, we were told to go home,

then we were asked to come out to search us and then execute
us...,

. One day while we were under surveillance, people who
had ?”ﬁ(f?r’ed from thirst gathered, mostly women and children.
Durmg this time, the planes were bombarding the nomadic
::mp& They said, “we’re dying of thirst, we’re going to fetch

ater from the pumping station in Mordhaale”. They were al-
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lowed to go. Thus, children, women and the elderly were qp), |
o out. But they had continued to march to Somalia.

... At that time, I went to my backyard because my wife
just given birth. There were fwo of my sister’s children they,
and two of mine. We were neighbors with a man called Ist,
gta, his wife was very sick. She had two children. I said to y,
wife, “Many people have fled, we must leave”. They left but
could not catch up with the people who have fled. So, eight
people (mine and neighbors) found themselves in the middle of
nowhere. But They were able to survive. The next day, | had
gathered somewhere a group and those who had taken refuge in
my house. I had hidden them in a room. We decided to leave the

city the next day.

... The city was lit with large spotlights. God had saved us.
Personally, God had saved me, because the day before Friday,
when we were attacked, two soldiers had passed over the wall of

my house.

An old man called Isman Iltire, who had been injured in the
hand and who was one of the traders had fled and jumped the
wall to take refuge in my house. While 1 was taking care of him,
two soldiers came to the yard. One had gotten behind the door
with his rifle and the other at the window that had opened. f
decided to sacrifice myself and went out. God softened the hm?ff
of the one who was Oromo. The other one said something to b
in Amharic and he responded “This is someone who is sure 10
die, let another do this work and take what he has.” 1 §av¢ the

money and they let my life save ...
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. When we left the town the night after my family left,
there were several of us, me and the injured man ; we were a
big gTOUP- God had saved us. We went to the Somalia side. At
that time, My family had not been able to catch up with the
others who had gone as far as Abdulkadir. I walked at night and
vas able to catch up with those who had left town before me at
Gaawer. My family was not with them. I was told that no one

had seen them. I came back.

They were not able to go beyond the place called Laas Geel,
south of Mordhaale. One of the women was in childbirth and the
other was very ill. I went back and spent the night in Usbo with
Ahmed Bore who had left Geel Casse with his camp and whose
herds had been bombed. My family was not there. Ahmed Bore
had seen them bed ridden in Laas Geel. They had asked him to
stay with his camp. He had carried the children on his shoul-
ders and brought them to the camp of Rayaleh Aynache. A small
stone hut was built for them and they were fed....

... The people of the city were killed for two weeks. Even the
Survivors were taken out of their homes. Ali Bore was taken out
o his home to be killed along with others.It was said that his body
had been thrown into a well dug in a school yard whose water
was brackish . Among those imprisoned, there was a grandson
f Sheikh Musa and g quy called Farah Gaas, who could not
eave. They were killed. The other prisoners managed to escape.
IZZB was also a son of Sheikh Musa who had been disguised as

"Man to help him escape. He was recognized and killed....
" the massacre, there was an attempt to identify people who

ZUE .
"¢ killeq but I do not know if this was achieved ...
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.. It was because of a letter that arrived from Somalig 4y,
ended up in the government’s hands, that Aysha'a was mgss,
cred, after the elders said there was nothing to report aboyt 4,
town. At the same time, the train had been attacked...

... The letter had been given to a trader in khat. He had bee,
told to hand it over to the people of Aysha'a and to alert them. .
Yes, rumor about an attack by the Somalis was circulating. A
few people were arrested, but things have settled down. Howe-
ver, after the train attack, the government said it was an act
of the same rebels who wanted to attack Aysha’a. The authori-
ties were reminded in that this did not happen in our area and
that was why the elders had gone everywhere to seek the truth :
Biyoo Qaboobe, Durdur, etc and came back to assert that there
was nothing to report. The soldier’s death outside of the town

was the pretext for the massacre.

The Government had claimed that it had discovered what
the people were trying to hide from it. This is why Haile Selassi¢
had given the order to massacre the inhabitants, supposedly fo

defend his country.
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He was 22 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Dikhil.
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s we were quietly settled in our homes, the tows

was surrounded by members of the police statione;(

in Ayshaa on a Thursday afternoon. They fheﬁ.
entered the city on the night of Thursday to Friday and asked
people to lock themselves in their homes. Then the army came
to reinforce them the following evening. About 3 trucks of sol-
diers had arrived. They continued the killings that had stayt,,
the night before. And it lasted a week. Some trusted Amhay,
civilians, armed by soldiers, participated in the massacres. They
broke down the doors of some houses and killed everyone in their
path ...

... They started with guns, but then planes bombed the
camps outside the towns. They launched a rocket near Aysha’,
but it did not explode. This rocket was aimed at a herd of cows
that was there. Outside the cities, the bombings targeted no-
mads and their herds.

... On the fourth day of the massacre, seeing the corpses pi-
ling up, I and three other young people fled. We hid, watching
out for the soldiers on guard and we were lucky...

... When we returned to the scene five months later, the
human bones were still lying on the ground. The bodies of the
people had been thrown into salt water wells dug for a while by
the Italians ...

... I was thrown in jail for 1 month for fleeing and being ”‘f};
cused of participating in an attack. I was finally released for ¢
of evidence.

... The reasons for the massacre were, in 1y Of
Somalia had just gained its independence and had its owr

there for about a month.

pinio, that

flag
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And the people living at the site of the genocide were part
of the Somali community, which posed a threat for Abyssinian

reqime...
. Some of the survivors went lo Somalia, others to Djibou-

f, still others stayed in the bush for a little while, then they came
back but they were exterminated. ...

... After these killings, the Ethiopians said that their country
oas now at peace and invited people to come back and continue
0 live and work in their city... They sought to calm the si-
tuation. There was a rumor going around that a small group
had attacked a post called Biocaanood, just as we were fleeing

Aysha'n. But nothing significant....
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He was 14 years old at the time
of the massacre. He worked
at the Franco-Ethiopian Railway.
Retired he currently lives in Diré Dawa.___ll
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¢ attack on this village took place in broad daylio,,
while I was in the company of two men and a yoyy,, 0
man of my age quenching the thirst of a herd of ¢;.
mels. The water point was located upstream of the Ceel Bahay
wadi. The place was also home to a large camp of Reer Jilaal. ()n(’
of the men did not want to graze his camels that day because he
would had heard of attacks. Shortly afterwards, the attacks be-
gan, and people started to flee. Soldiers from Dire Dawa were
debarked down stream from the wadi to raid the camp of Reer
Jilaal. The nomads were trying to flee to the Berje Shebeeley
mountain, when a plane strafed the camel boys and their herds
in Qallisa, killing many of the herds. The rest of the cattle were
later looted. Three of the men I was with died that day. In Qalli-
sa, I met a naked man who was wounded in the head by soldiers
with his own dagger (golxad). The man had defended himself
and killed his assailants with their own rifle.
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IIF-Mahamud Dirir Roble was 32 years old

at the time of the massacre.
He passed away in March 2021 while

he was living in Djibouti. .TIJ
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ahamoud Dirir Roble was a trader in Ayshg’,

where he owned three grocery stores gug |,

depot. Severely injured and left for dead yyg,,
the bodies of his father, his four brothers and his cousin kiljey
the same day, he was secretly evacuated by friends to Diys
Dawa where he was treated. After his recovery, he settled i
Diré Dawa and resumed an informal business in the passenger
train which linked Diré-Dawa and Djibouti. He passed away
few months after having given us the following testimony. This
book is dedicated to his memory.

... On Thursday, two armed guys from Dikhil had attemp-
ted to enter the town. Amhara soldiers had denied them access
and shot them. The two men returned fire and killed one soldier.
The soldiers had therefore telephoned Haile Selassie who was in
Dire Dawa to tell him that they had been attacked from Somalia
before asking for rescue. At the time, the town had only 50 sol-

diers.

... By 2 : 00 A.M on Friday morning, 12 cars full of soldiers
had arrived. The soldiers of the town had proposed them to deal
with the people who were attacking the town from the outside
and let them handle the people inside. The attack therefore began
and continued all day long as well on Saturday all day long.
But the deadliest attack took place on Thursday evening ...

... The soldiers exterminated people everywhere. After that,
they killed the people they found in their homes and looted the
city. The attack lasted 3 days. The corpses remained at the exe
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OSMAN
GABOBE

He was 6 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Djibouti.
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must have been 5 or 6 years old at the time, Orphane,

by my father, I kept the few goats that we owneq o

I did not have time to listen to the conversations anc}
above all to measure the seriousness of the situation. In fa
more and more soldiers were arriving in Aysha’a but also iy thé
main places where the nomads passed through....

... Our camp was not far from the city. Also, my mother
insisted that I graze the herds away from these hostile people
From time to time, there were reports about people who were
killed by the soldiers on their way to the city for food supplies ...

... One evening, at dusk, sounds of gunfire from automatic
weapons came from Aysha'a. The decision was taken instantly
to move our camyp to find secure shelter elsewhere. In less than
four hours of forced march, men and animals crossed the border
between Ethiopia and Somalia near Abdulkadir. The next day,
at dawn, two wounded young men arrived at our camp. One of
them was bleeding from his shoulder. They asked for directions
to the city of Abdulkadir. They were given food and shown the
way. We did not ask for additional information, as we used to do
traditionally. The mere sight of their condition was enough to

give us an idea of the disaster...

.. It was not until the summer following the massacre (in
1961) that we dared to return to our usual transhumance sztt’f-
On our return, only women had the courage to visit Ayshﬂ}’
which remained in desolation. All the men had been coldly Sh”{
and skeletons in perfect condition, were still in the homes, S0T¢°
and restaurants according to their testimonies ...
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To satisfy my curiosity, I too decided to take a closer look
1t these skeletons that cverybody was talking about. One mor-
ning after {mz?mg i‘nk(’n some camels to the pasture, I took the
direction of Ayshaa located at 2 hours of walk. Arrived near
the city, @ soldier on quard gave the alarm with a whistle. Very
quickly @ qroup of soldiers, visibly surprised by this brutal alert,
shirtless, ill-fitting boots ran towards me. They grabbed me and
slapped me and kicked me in the buttocks. One of them ques-

tioned me 11 the Somali language, without any accent :

Who are you? Where are you from? What are you doing
nere? Why aren’t you on the right path?

[ answered with snippets of crying words.

-My name is Osman... I'm from Moordhaale... I'm a
shepherd ... I'm going to town...

A violent slap knocked me down.

-You gotta be kidding me, kid. You come from the country
that gave you these clothes, don’t you?

[was wearing a little piece of sky-blue sheet. Later, [ knew he
was referring to the Republic of Somalia’s flag.

I stammered :

- These are my clothes...

They dragged me to the military camp. A tall man, im-
ieccably dressed, came out of a shack. He said a few words in
Mharic, [ wgs suddenly freed and then I got another kick in the

b
Uttocks, Ope of my inquisitors shouted :
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-Go away, kid, and if I see you around here again 1] ¢,
you and drink your juice !

[ started to run towards downtown. As there was no one iy,
the streets, I took refuge in a house in tears. A woman console
me and served me tea. She explained to me that only one passage
was allowed in and out of the city. I took the direction of the s;-
lutary passage without trying to see the skeletons that were s,

dear to my heart...
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ISMAIL
KAYAD OBSIE

He was 20 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Ali-Sabieh.
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T:c people had been arrested by Amhara soldiers gy,
then shot. It was the Ethiopian state that had ordered
their execution with rifles. Those killed were burieg in
wells dug by the soldiers....

... We had fled the vicinity of Danwanle to come to Gueljllp
The people did not return to Aysha'a until 3 months after the
massacre. The survivors went to Ali-Sabieh. A large group went
to Dikhil. But the majority of the refugees fled to Somalia.
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MUMINA

BULHAN BUH

She was around one year old
when the massacre took place.
She lives in Djibouti city.
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carned this story from the members of my famih/ wh

had survived this horrific ordeal, especially frop, ,
: ' 1

aunt, who was deeply traumatized by the massqcye d

My family was slaughtered there. First, my maternal grqy 4.
father was killed, his name was ldriss Warsame Adawe ; my ma.
ternal uncle, the oldest of my mother’s family, was also killeg
His name was llmi driss Warsame Adawe, my brother, the |-
dest son of my mother was also killed, Ahmed Bulhan Buh .

... My brother was 25 when he was killed. During the mas-
sacre, he had left the city to go to the mountain then he returned.
He had gone to my maternal aunt, whose name was Dino Buh.
He had entered her house. He was followed inside the house and

killed in front of her...

... My uncle llmi Idriss Warsame Adawe was one of the big
traders in the city. He owned a large store and used to send
butter and livestock to Djibouti. The town traders had been tied
together, then a ditch was dug behind them, and they were shot

there. They fell into the ditch and were buried...

... My grandfather Idriss Warsame Adawe was @ railway
worker. His son had entrusted him with his money. The solders
came to see him and told him that he will be killed. The soldiers
knew everyone. My uncle’s wife was with him. They killed hin
and took the money ... My aunt has been repeating s
Idriss Warsame was killed ; the memory of this mass
remained engraved in her head. Her husband, her st
as well as her nephew were also killed along with everyon
knew. She lost her mind because of all this pain...

ince how
acre had

gpfat her

e she
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1 was the soldiers who knew the people who killed them.
"o soldiers were in charge of watching outside the city,
5 addih'mml troops were c’:)cpectcd to come to increase the nu-
mber of coldiers. It was _sazd that they had gone inside Sheikh
Musa’s mausoleum to kill people there. I got this from my sis-
for’s faz‘lwr—in-law who was called Cookaa'she and who belonged
o the pmple of the mausoleum....He said that they were told
fo go and take refuge at the mausoleum of Sheikh Musa. They
nad thercfore gone there to find refuge in this sanctuary place .
When they entered the mausoleum, the soldiers had arrived and
shot them. He said he was spared by the first salvo, and that
during the second he hid under the corpses and played dead...

The otht

__The massacre that took place in Aysha'a is not a massacre
ohose victims can be quantified. It is a massacre that would
require bringing the perpetuators to justice if it were reported
and known by the rest of the world. We have not even gotten
recognition for this massacre by the Ethiopian State yet. Let us
not even talk about an international recognition ...

... Aman called Husain Lahdil (Laxdil), had stopped a train
with the help of a small group, at a place called Harta. On the
train, there was a Frenchman who was killed there along with
other people.

.. The goods carried by the train were looted by the nomads
% the surroundings. It was because of this incident that Ayshaa
Was slaughtered. Husain Lahdil had also committed another
Z;SChief in Hadhagalla but the city was not repressed. Aysha'a
gojdﬂ hub of exchanges for the population of the region. The
S used to come from Zeila, Ethiopia, Djibouti. It was the
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quintessential trading town. Cattle and butter were eXporte,
from Aysha’a to Djibouti. My uncle used to send cattle gy ;,
was with the livestock sent before his death that we had orq,.
nized his funeral in Djibouti city where he owned also houses ..

.. Aysha’a was slaughtered for revenge, because it was the
wealth of its inhabitants that was being sought. It is a revenge
linked to the death of the French passenger and the looting of the
contents of the train. The city was prosperous, and the money
crammed into big bags. The reasons were a mixture of greed,

lust for Aysha'a riches and revenge ...

... When Somalia gained independence, a copy of its flag
was brought to Aysha'a because Somalis and the city residents
were connected. This independence was celebrated in Aysha'n.

This was also another reason for the massacre.

... The Ethiopian forces knew the people, the wealthy traders,
those who had celebrated Somali independence. It was for this
reason that Aysha'a traders were identified, tied together, and
shot. The nomads of the nearby areas were also massacred ...

.. That day, many people had fled, and the majority had
entered Djibouti. Some hid in the bush. A city that was & big
hub of trade had been wiped out ... The Ethiopian state was H‘Of
a State to which one could complain. It was a repressive and dic-
tatorial State. No one had complained and demanded accounta-
bility or justice. The families of the massacred people were scat-
tered all over the region. My maternal family was i mpoverishf’df
and they have remained poor to this day. No State or institution

came to rescue them ...
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He was 18 years old

at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Ali-Sabieh.

=
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Il that year, there was talk of war, a war thyy | dj
i
not know the reasons for, because we wer, g {;
' y ira

people who did not know much about it. W We
. rfj

scared by that...

... And then the killing took place. Yes, people were kille4 ;,
their homes....It was reported that there was knocking on 1,
doors and when they opened the doors people were shot, Soy,
fled because the soldiers were not aiming very well. Severy]
joined us in the bush after escaping the bullets fired into the
houses, including wounded people who had had parts of their
bodies torn off by the bullets. They were fed for a while. Af-
terwards, Somalia came to rescue them and took some of the

people away.
Those who survived were searched for and killed the next
days while searching houses. The killing lasted a whole week....

. Planes were shooting at people, killing many nomads..
We had seen that while we were sitting on a promontory watching
the camel herd. We saw people fleeing. That was where we saw
two planes coming from the direction of Ayshaa. One dropped
two bombs on the camel herds of Las Geel. One bomb explodajd
and killed animals belonging to Reer Meraneh. The other did
not explode. ...
als, as no one could
t only Ayshal has
d were now inhi-

... The corpses were eaten by wild anim
enter the city to bury them...We heard tha
been massacred. The houses had been seized an

bited by Amharas....

; : ne
... Some of the survivors came here to Ali Sabieh. 5¢'
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PART 3: WITNESSES’" NARRATIVES ... l
Hhers went fo Abdulkadir. Some went to Dikhil and to Djibou-
[.’ ) 3 # #
4. The rrench had refused them, but a minister asked to leave
H'.:mn alone, because they belonged to the same group. So, the
French let them in. The Bore was part of these people ; there was

also a man named Ladieh Faatah...

.. Afew months later, the people behind the massacre called
all the notables in the area for reconciliation. The notables came.
My father was one of them. Another notable called Ladieh Buh

was also anong them. .

... They were told that the people had to come back and settle
in the same way and that they should not hold grudges. We were
told that kind of thing. My father and Ladieh Bouh did not think
it was normal to tell a person whose father and uncle had been
killed not to hold a grudge. The discussions stopped there...

... Nobody wrote anything about this story. Who is going
to write something ? The Ogaas came later during the recon-
clliation. It is said that he complained and attributed all this
to Haile Selassie’s government, because the cause of the killing
was unknown...
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GUEDI
KAYAD FARAH

——

He was 24 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Dikhil,
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Koranic school master called Sheikh Osmay, |
. Ua<

killed as well as many traders... There were 1,
1y

of them. The solders came in their house , kill

them...

.. It was when the special train was attacked that the d;s;..
ter started from there, in my opinion. The train was attacke,
in the Harti tunnel near Hadhagalla. It was the Issas who hy
done that. It was a guy called Houssein Lahdil who was from
Hadhagalla who gathered a militia and derailed the train. He
put stones on the rails to attack the train. He called upon people
from the bush to help him. In the morning, they came to the
rescue. But in the meantime, the army had arrived, and we were
afraid and turned back...

... Two days later, the city began to be repressed. It was i1
1960. Aysha'a was a big city where we used to come to get our
supplies. The herds had been decimated, but I do not know their

number ...

... We were nomads and we fled towards Maru and Dikhil...
The traders in the city were exterminated... The soldiers {md
all types of weapons. They surrounded and suppressed the city.
They came from Dire Dawa. It was said that they had dug 1
pit with an excavator in order to bury the dead. Many peop'e
had fled to Somalia and Abdulkadir, others fled into the bush
Others came to Djibouti. The killing lasted for a week. People
came back only the year after...
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ALl
ABDILLAHI MIGIL

He was 17 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currently resides in Dikhil.
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et a man called Bogore Fatah. I do not remempey o
much. We were teenagers and there were no Survivin
adults ... People were killed in their homes for some ani

in the bush for others....

.. We were young people and we hid under the thatch yse,
to cover a house. We survived that way. Of the four we were
two were killed later but two survived : a guy called Ina Wayral,
and me...

... There was my grandfather called Rirash Buh Qoryoro
who also lived in Ali Sabieh. He was old and was killed with his
own dagger as well as another person called Abdillahi Yasin....

.. We took refuge in Somalia. We found Ahmed Bore there.

With nine other young people, we were put in a car and driven
to Loyada where we were issued laissez passer to enter Djibouti.

.. It was said that fighters from Somalia were coming to at-
tack. For 7 months, there was a curfew in Aysha‘a. Then it broke

out....

.. The causes of the massacre were the attack on the train

at the Harti tunnel. It was a special train coupled with another
train and there was in it the Head of the railway, a French. Wit-
nesses said that he took a pistol and went to the window to shoqt
at the crowd. Then an Issa who was outside put a bullet in his

abdomen. The white was dead....

... The problem happened in Hadhagala, and then a g1y ‘fl’ﬂj
killed in Aysha’'a. His nickname was Silikeeye. Then it broke 02
in Aysha‘a... A call came to say that Aysha’a had been attacked:
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Aer was given fo send army vehicles to that location.

hent fl p
; o cn - enfered the city at 4 A.M... I had woken up the four
jest 2 ; o ;
ane Pﬁ nle H‘f”i’ whom we were 5](’{"(1”13 11 a Cf]f“'fl/ﬂfd, [ had
LA ' .
! o1 to flee. But they called me a coward. I had given

adoised te

oniNCing them because 1 was too young. God saved me...

up (
_The arnty had four large trucks. They had been sent from
o Dawa. They had guns. Planes attacked the nomads in the
aron. A UV called Ali Dhagoole and I had fled. The night of our
departure, W had met a lady on the way who had told us that
het CATAVATT had been massacred. We suggested that she go with
ys on foot. She had asked us to help her load her donkey. We re-
fised and offered her to leave with us. Of all of her caravan, only
e donkey had survived. We had left her. The planes gathered

the herds before throwing bombs on them..

Dit

.. Some of the dead were buried by a State excavator that
was sent later for this. The wounded were evacuated to Dire
Dawa. Among those who were spared was a guy called Hassan
Qoti who owned a restaurant. The Governor had spared him so
that he could feed the people. Among the wounded, I knew a giy
wlled Mahamoud Dirir who had received five bullets but God
saved him....

- The massacre lasted a whole month. We fled after fwo
nights. After that, we listened to the noises from afar.... The
Perpetrators also included civilians. They looted the city. We
had no traveled around the city too much. We were too young.
2}';;; ;’EI‘? ﬁve‘of us in a house and th.t:?re was with 'us.n QuYy
Sﬁggestml Burjan who was one of Cheikh Musa’s disciples.

ed to the young people to leave, but they refused. 1 sur-
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vived with another. The 3 others were killed as well as IIm; e
jan ... Very few survived.
... We returned years later. I went there to go to Dire Dayy,

in 1962. I was asked where 1 was during the last years. Th,
Ambhara soldiers who knew me almost held me there, but one

freed me. That night, two guys were killed...

... Nothing has been written about this massacre. The Ogaas

had come after the murder of the two guys. He had asked not to
organize a party in his honor. He had cried... I took refuge in
Marmar, then in Sawer then in Somalia. Then I came here to

Dikhil ...

|164



He was in his t'wentle(s:re
at the time of the mangﬁgﬁga'
Retired pe currently lives
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is testimony concerns the Dhagaxbuyr ma

- - S‘
sacre. We publish it here to show how e
same strategy of collective punishment has

been used against the civilian populations in the Som,:
region.

... At the time of the Dhagaxbuur massacre I was about ()
years old . The massacre took place I believe at the end of Marc),
1961...

... At that time, I had just been recruited into the police. The
new recruits had just come out of the “depot” (registration of
the regiment). We had not started working yet. A party called
“Nasrulla” had emerged in the region. Somalia had just gained
its independence. The people of Dhagaxbuur heard about this
through the media and the radio, and publicly expressed their
joy. People from Nasrulla’s Party were sent to us from the So-
mali side. They were trying to mobilize the population so that,
if the Abyssinians came, we would be ready for talks. People
joined this Party. They paid one shilling at the time of registra-
tion, and half a shilling (“sumuni”) per month...

... The people had woken up, thanks to the media that had
grown in importance and Somalia’s existence had become @ rew
lity. Moreover, people were unhappy with the oppression that
occurred in Djibouti (after the self-determination referendum)

... Some young intellectuals wrote a letter calling for ”’ff
construction of roads, schools, and hospitals. None fJf H’f;j
existed ; there was no State in the area, except a few police off
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PART 3: WITNESSES’ NARRATIVES ... l

rg anldl ihose who worked under them. The authors of the letter
ff:';i that we are a people and that we want our rights to edu-
isz””f to health, to water and to roads. They wrote this to the
quthoritis : “If you are the state, you must give us our rights,
ofherwise Wwe must be left alone and given our independence”...

The town Administrator had asked them to bring him the
etter. Young people and religious leaders gave it to him. Some
say they demanded that “the Ethiopians leave our land”, but
iris was 1ot the case, 1 was one of the people who knew about all
this. The commissioner had told them to wait three days for his
response. At that time, there were only a few policemen apart
from the Somali policemen in the town. The soldiers were sta-
toned at the borders, but here there were only police. The Admi-
nistrator had taken the information to his hierarchy. The army
was then ordered to intervene and the police presence had been
reinforced. Two evenings after the letter was transmitted, mi-
litary trucks arrived and stationed in the hills west of the city.
But it was the reinforced police which entered the city....

The Somali-born police officers, whose loyalty was not sure,
wf?re ordered to stay at home and those who were trusted were
§tven their weapons. Since we were new recruits, no one cared
Wout us, It was late in the day. I was sitting near a shop next
;;Ze Pﬂlif?f.’ sfation and taking some khat twigs with others. A
Iedbp which 'mcluded Somali notables like Galool and others,

Yacaptain named Shaambal, went towards the house where
dyt‘;:;ﬂg intellectuals were meeting. This man called Galool
ill b, kg?mfg people “don’t move, keep quiet, if you move you

ed”, But the young people all rushed towards the door
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fo escape, and one of them named Mohamed, who g4 theiy |
. ' - r '
der wounded one of the policemen with a sword. He barely | ,
; Hir|
>N 'L ~ o A s .
the ;o!ugrmn, as he had not learned to fight with a swoyy o
he was killed on the spot and some of the youths as well

From that moment the bullets were heard whistling. [ 1,.
ready, as soon as the shooting started, I entered the police stg
tion. Iwas dressed in an incomplete uniform. Many people ey
caught and taken to the police station. The police station roop-
were packed to the brim.

Gunfire had never happened in the city. But when th
gunshots were heard, the soldiers in the hills began to fire can-
non five or six times. People were fleeing in all directions. There
were 72 people killed. This number was known when the bodies
were buried. The shooting continued until the evening. The po-
lice had been dispersed in the city and were taking away any ani-
mals they found there while the people were fleeing the city....

... The next day, there were talks between the custon-
ry chiefs and the army, and people were able to come back fv-.
the city to bury their dead. Among the dead were Haji Al
Hayle, Mohamed Sheikh Salah (the leader of the Nasrulla par-
ty), the son of Muhumad Mahalin, Salim Haji Mohamed, €ic.

There were many....

... The number of inhabitants at the time in the Fin‘y 1004
between 20,000 and 30,000. It was a rich and lively Cn"y., zvn‘_’;
a lot of traders. The cause of the massacre was authorttu.’:%]ff‘f;_
not want people to express themselves and understand the s

tuation....
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_.M-’”".” {u‘{)ph' had exiled to ”f”"g’(‘fﬁﬂ, others had returned
lay or fwo fo the city. The state did not provide cont-
ensation. On the contrary, the Ethiopian authorities said they
had killed “shifto” [bandits]. A few families were given 2000 bir
(Ethiopian currencyl. But the city had been completely vanda-

lized...

. Due to the global media coverage of these events by the
Somali State, there had been international pressure on Haile
Sclassie. He had summoned the customary chiefs of the Somali
region to Addis Ababa. He had said he did not want to slaughter
the city, but the terrorists. The Somalis told him that he had
only to capture these terrorists and not to destroy the whole city
.. After that, Haile Selassie introduced a new administrative
division of the Somalia region by creating several sub-regions to
dlow a greater administrative presence of the State....

pithin @
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PART 3: WITNESSES’NARRATIVES ... I

CONCLUSION

This research work has allowed us first to unders-
tand the different factors that have led to the massacre of
Aysha‘a. It also allowed us to understand how the trauma
suffered by the victims, the disappearance of documented
evidence and the impunity that generally protected those
responsible for collective crimes, can foster unbearable
amnesia in our oral societies. These societies tend to deve-
lop a capacity for insouciance, or even unconsciousness,
which leads to fatalism in the face of historic crimes. This
fatalism not only discredits legitimate demands for justice
and reparation for the crimes of the past, but it also anes-
thetizes our vigilance to prevent further tragedies.

Thus, our amnesiac and fatalistic societies are not often
equipped to “learn from history”, allowing the perpetra-
tors of massacres to impose their own version of historical
facts. The atrocities of colonial conquests have often been
forgotten, denied or minimized to the point that some
h'fWE been able to talk about the “positive aspects of colo-
glzation” in order to rehabilitate this criminal enterprise.
OYrtContrast, the perpetuators have never spared their ef-

S to erase the traces of their crimes, rewrite history to
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their advantage and to discourage in advance any fyyy,
o er
search for truth about their misdeeds.

We have shown how the Aysha’a massacre can be qyj.
lified as a genocide according to criteria accepted by the i
ternational community today. As a result, it fully deseryes
to be inscribed as such in the history of Ethiopia but als,
of other countries in the region (Djibouti and Somalia) be-
cause it was the result of regional tensions at that time
and had serious repercussions beyond Ethiopian borders.
It must also be included in the list of crimes against hu-
manity which calls out to universal memory, as is the case
with other genocides. No life is worth more than another
and all innocent victims of mass killings should be ho-

nored.

Now that the facts of this massacre have been establi-
shed, it is the responsibility of the Ethiopian authorities
and more particularly those of the Ethiopian Somali re-
gional State to take the necessary measures to officially
recognize this massacre as a genocide and to inscribe if
in their historical records. The authorities in the Somali
region have started to commemorate this historic event'by
organizing in 2005 and 2019 in Aysha’a commemoration

ceremonies.

However, such a tragedy deserves further commit-
ment from the national and regional State. It sh01¥1d be
marked in public space, at the scene of the crime, 11 the
city where it took place, by building a monument O.I‘ ﬁ
memorial dedicated to the memory of the victims whic
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would help take them out of anonymity. The descendants
of the victims should be associated with this endeavor to
to the establishment of a comprehensive list of

(_x(_n‘ltl'ibute
the names of all those who lost their lives in the massacre.

Beyond its goal of breaking the silence, working on
ast tragedies such as the Aysha’a massacre helps first to
recall the importance of written and oral archives and the
urgency of grouping them together and preserving them
with great care. For it is unjustifiable to continue to search
cuments about our past and our cultural heritage in
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for do
the archives of others. ; A
Working on such tragic events also highlights the use- ;“'
tulness of historians and the methodologies they have de- k-
B

veloped to identify sources of information and to cross-re-
ference both written and oral documents to establish g
historical facts. History has this special virtue of serving

T
g i =

as a torch to illuminate our present and helping us to bet- : »;
ter see the possible options for our future, in the light of s
our past, 1

On the other hand, this type of work highlights the ;
ole that identification with a collective painful memory f

‘@n play in building a common identity and citizenship. 2
g;-‘ know how certain peoples of the world have been A §
Ve:: to use t}}e tragedies they have had to e:xperience: as
ang ‘:;S of u-l'lllty,. awareness of their comm‘u.mty of destiny
eveloII'tt:‘»blllzation around collective pOllthﬁ! causes and
v thPmEntal projects. The Aysha’a genocide showed
€ Somali identity and aspirations of emancipation,
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self-determination and development shared by its inha;
: I~
tants were the reasons for which they were slaughtereg

Beyond the duty to remember, the reconstruction of

what happened in this city in August 1960 should serye

to rehabilitate these legitimate aspirations of autonomy
and justice and to strengthen the awareness of a commop;
destiny. In a country (Ethiopia) once again plunged into
a new period of transition, at a time when our region (the
Horn of Africa) is going through new turmoil, the col-
lective memory of this genocide could contribute to the
development of the necessary resilience and vigilance o
face these new challenges.

Finally, this type of work aims to raise awareness
among young researchers of the region about their histo-
ry and motivate them to undertake pioneering research
on the yet unaddressed critical issues about their people.
This is only how endogenous knowledge and perspectives
about our history and culture could be developed and in-
tegrated in school curricula and univerity’s courses.
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I have the homour to request your advice and ir
“Tolleowing diffioult problem, .
The Esa, pro r the most lﬂoﬂmﬁd’ﬁd n
T R A R e TR
are in Ethio ! pe who Py o
khe seasonal graring into Ethic jroper, outside and well be
pondaries of the 1954 Agreement Territories. They are one of
bes with wham Great Britain concluded a treaty Proecllarn in
all the Esa, that treaty is still just as valid as it has ever
For sane years ever since the hendover to 1 thi pla
Tovance in 1548, till then under the control of ‘the Briti.
ministratian, relations between the Esa and theixr =

: Barly this year rumours began filtering throu
Chat following a serious reversec suffered by Ethiopian xe
Ethiopian Govermment were

hands of the Esa in late 1955, the
asures to break them, Due to

t of the full force of the
aiscraminately against them.
of dclegation of the Esa from Ethiop:
q cotected their ldinsmen who live
f." June aprroached thie Govertment for
¢ an Fthiopian mmitive force in

- Ethiopian Air Force ent

utting L the b;‘;d:ﬂ of some of the weme Pk
stock < were then slavghtered » The hci;'zgesf'w;n- burnt ar
for a few canels.  They were seen by the Chief
a record of the meeting, ey :

The bald fact ie that as a re
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I'HE ANNEXES .

Mr, J.R.8tebbing, 0.B.E., ~ OChief Seoretary

My, Michael Marisno, M.B.B. and representatives of
the National Unlted Fromt.

Twelve Bsa Tribemmen representing Esa Tribesmen in Ethiopia.

Mr. Omear Isman, Judge, Subordinate Court, Zeilah.
The Kadi of Zeilah.

Haadman of Abdul Khadir.
M. W.M.Diockinson - Assistant Secretary, Political.

e ——t———r

' -E‘:?:- %, =gﬁwﬁ¥§h

S {i"'\"."h. R,

ais e wre grateful for the opportunity to meet our fellow tribesmen here A
I peday snd we are grateful for the peace given by the Britiah Goverrment

. apd their help in srranging tlds meeting, We want Govermment to under— 7

gtand the Esa point of view, 2

" fI s happy to greet the Ese who have came here today. I realise they

{mwmmﬁm§mmtwmmmt. Cur first com-
= bere 15 ] is within our own borders; we
t them to afvemoe, Te went our visitors to wnderstand that while we

will listen, we carmot ssy now whether we shell be in a positicn to help.

We will listen to everyihing you beve to say and I promiss to try and
wmdsrstend what the trouble is. 1 cenmot

Sametime ago, the Ethicpian Govermment sant of ficials o engqiire what

nationality we claimed to have. We onswersd ws were Esa. Then we wers
paked again who we were and we seid we were Somalis. They told us mot
to say that we are Scmalis; they t0ld us to rerain Esa, but Etbiopisn

sibjects. We replied that we were Esa and Somalis but we were not

Ettﬁ.apimsuiﬂ.thntirnsﬂdnm&nﬂiaandhaﬂwtavith
Grest Britain, we must leave their territory. Then we were at a placs
ealled Tolo, We were bom in that place. We had nowhere else to go.
Then the Ethiopians said that if this is true, we must stop meking asser-
tions that we had agreements with the British Government and were
Somalis, We said we could not give up these things which were tradi-
+ions handed down to us from our forefathers. Then the Ethiopians said
we would be compelled to move. We had no force nor might to resist but
we were born in that place, s0 we had to stay there, The next thing
that happensd was' that the Ethiopian military attacked us. It was on a
Friday in Rejsb (1st week in February approximately). The fighting
continued for 5 days and nights. We were forced back across 7 river
beds until we wore driven to the laat and 8th river bed at Exer. We had
not the ability to resist this foroe, We were driven away from our womery
end children but this 4id not greatly worry us as they had slways been
left untouched before, On thie occasion however the Ethlopiana killed
all they oculd find, We were attacked by armoured cars; we have alway
had fighting and trouble in ourlands, but we had never been attacked
smoured osrs before, We are used to fighting soldiers with bayonet
?h:h' but not ammoured cars, I de not lmow how many arwoured ocaxs
gk but this is what defested us, After this we talked togethex
th-n' Gecided that we 14 be sent to meet the Government and to
b/ g‘:“ﬂil of this Proteot@pate and Yo ask their help. We marched
Y J": and pix nights to Abdul Khadir without rations or water, ¢
tm.’:;m" baye been attacked by Ethioplans snd we are used to thi oot
they have killed our livestock, destroyed our houses and

ur people were lost, Our i
% . worst fighting in the past used to be dbe
he Esa and the Danakil and we accept the faot that men get killed $n

R T

B E———— Ay P aap—— e



I THE AYSHA'A GENOCIDE OF 1960: Shedding light on a Hidden 7,

= e I O d
5 juillet
L. z

*hw”

vl e

\ | :
o | mm.mam.,
DIRRE-DAOVA

A SON EXUELLENCE KOWSTHEUR ‘z.m.w

DB FRANOR TN FIIOPIE

Mif Tkl B “

Selon mﬁina TUREUrS, w 9 ﬁ‘*
pas en mesure de contrller, de sérieux a .
e e e m* récemment en lieu, aux envirens Q e
o A ;.;__.-.__w_hm - nm meabres des ﬁm 2

1180



THE ANNEXES .

s 8 © .
"I auraient tenté de réoupérer leurs biens.
Il paraft, en tout oas, gue les autorités
w5 *.- sareient, i1 y & deux jJours, déplché sur les lieux uné
A8 grande partie des troupes de la garnison de Dirré~Daoua
Do soa oOtd, 1'Ougan des Issas a 6%, lui suesi, prié
49 se rendre dane le secteur afin de tenter de oalaer

e Jea esprite.

6 On d4% aussi qu'au début les autorités
" Jeesles u'étaient pas mécontentes do la lutte qui met~
. 4adt aux prises les deux tridus qui offrait b 1'armée
/' 2'eocasion d"4utervenir contre les Issas of de réoupérer
; j;lu armes gue ceux-ei receyraient du ¥ Club de la jeu-
“ gesse Somalie Y. Les proportions prises par 1'affaire
B fh'mui&urdn‘l maintenant Oeux-id pémes gqui en son®
| t;:."‘;_;uut—lm- L -I"&r%gin.h L
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Joan MERRIEN, Ocusul de Frenoe s Havay
DIRRB~DAQUA . . .
A 50N EXCELLENOE MONSIEUR L' MBASSAIBUR 1B
PRANCE BN BTHIOPIE

. ARDIS-ABERA

g = @

Je me réfire b ma lettre n"\"lﬁfﬂl.

Les accrochages entre les foroes de
l'ordre ot les menbres de la tribu des Issas se mule
tiplient dans la région de ERHER, Les pertes seralent
de plus en plus sévires de part et d'autre. C'est slnsd ‘
qu'une quarantaine de blessés - policiers et scldats -
out §%4 dvaouds, au début de la semaine, gur les Mipi-
¥aux de Dirré-Daoua ot de Harar, Une oentaine de poli-
¢lers vouus on renfort d'Addis-Abéda ont {nstallé lewr
eanponent b 1'ontrée do la capitale de la provinee,

Oes dvinements .orveusent d'avantage encore

1o foasd qui sdpare 1o Somalis des Ethiopiens, 81 ma
arrangeacat n'intervenaly pag rapldencat, 11 eat b

eraindre que log sutorités R'dprouvent, dana los mois b
wouiry Los plus grandes d1fieultés A mafatenir 1'oxdre

Hi/ni
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Regu, le 23

N® 20

IS

Je me réfare a mon télégramme précédent.,
Le Gouverneur Général du Harrar, avec qui §3

u hier soir, m'a précisé que, selon les
les fusils Lebel et 123

s tribus Issa auralent

me suls entreten
renseignements qui 1uil sont parvenus,

munitions en possession des membres de

\ &té soustraits de nos magasins par un certain Wais Boucs,

assistant du Commandant di Cercle de Dikkil.

' Le Colonel Kefle a demandé au Gouverne
s armes afin de

ur Aicha ds

lui envoyer quelques exemwplaires des ce

faciliter 1 'enquete.
Mon interlocuteur a exprimé le voeu Que des

mesures sSolent prises pour mettre fin 4 ce trafic, gqul
est de nature & compromettre le maintien de \'ordre dan

Harrar.

s 12

Je souhaiterals étre en mesure de donner desg gue

iple au Colonel Kefle tous apaisements au sujet de

poss
cette affaire./.
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Tranamis au Dipur!.m.nl T . - <,
ne 257/AL

pour information sous le

Dirré Daove le” 3 pni” 1960
we 8/ED
) ot 1960

cONFIDENTIEL
Ye

q'h l:}'/ V.f"lm *311
Y L ~) /(DM
e oo

KRAIEN, Consul de France &4 Haray

DIRNB=DACUA
A 80N BICELLENCE MORSIBUR L' MBASSADEUR DB |
|

FRANCE EM EPMIOPLY \

ADDI GemiB"BA

Jean N

1. e revieat qu'une certaine
of fervescence exigterait actuellenent dans 1'0gaden.
I-llmt’m.omlm, 41 y & quelques Jours, empaleat
mux pories g Navay suraient é% dirigée vera catie

pégions
Plautre pard, ii duviendrait impesaidle

lld.mhlhdtmhmuutnn.lmth

mmanmm.upuum.ummu
" des patrouilles puar ootte voie 0 g'y aventurerait plus

'Mﬂhuﬂ.hmm"u o'agit do banditimme o

 ¢'use ewgnisetion de webellos.
Los moyens doat dispossut 1e8 antori va

Locsles pouy pépviner W dventuel soulbvenent 8o parelss
mmm;mmnmt dane wne région ob 1ee
F iu/ut
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é - § =
Magalla gui atrait ainsdl voulu se venger 88 la confis~
oation par los sutoritéa locales d'une ceriaine anti té
de marchandises lui appartenant,
Il eonvient également de noter gue les

assalllasnte, dont lo conportement h 1'égard des voyageurs
a 6% odieux, n'ont pas, ainsl gu'ils en avaient la posei~

bldod, proeédd b un nassacre général. Les victimes slles~
sines ne semblent pas aveir %6 ehoisies ~ L'assassin ée
notre empatriots aurait nlme manifessé un certain regret
d'avoir tud " ma europden ",

La nouvelle concernsat 1'attague 4'Alcha,
sens doute par des membres do la nl=e Wribu, senble indi~
quar gue }'affaire eet bien plus sérieuse = Selon les

dernidres mouvelles, le calme surait été rétabli dens
cothe looalité, Un policier surait é%4 tué et les victines

Issas servaient fort nosbreuses,
© pleutre parf, les trains circulsat hier
_entre Pirré-Dacus ¢% Adagalla ont remcontré de moabreux

 obstacles sur 1a vede, Aujourd’hui encore les fils télé-
‘phoniques gutre ves deux villes ont ét6 b nouveen coupés.
d'un acte jselé, mais d'une affaire

'3 ne peut dons s'sgly
iplwmut montée, . . Ce. . _
| ’ _,npnf'lplrhllguhmuiﬂ

de 1a tridu dep Isses, D'apris cer-

11 s'agirait do ooux-l nlues qud

pont aux prises avee les
L oaress da 1'erdve do la région de EREER, J
aiz  Les milieux Issas d'ici paraissent désap-
;ﬁ:ﬁrhMuhhuﬁ # frires * nais foud néan~
wotas valoly gao ia esponsabilité en inooube au Gouverue-
fait nassacrer les feanes % les

f“nm 4o membres
, tafnes informations,
“dopuis Blentlt deux wois 468,

-
safsnts ¢4 eonfisquer le9 troupeaux de 088 hocasse
OFire - L 0 ey o = 3
ﬂt‘i}' §, i " ‘ '.’/"." Tt =
187 |
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AFFAIRES ETRANGERES

DECHIFFRT MEMNT ﬂﬂuwﬂ'* ‘ U
9 RIS 96818 T
30l €T 3018 CH

ATTRIBUTIONS 2.

e o

{AFHde e L v “ans ABEBA LE 12 nnuT 19'
b PL; '-'1 RECU

Nﬂ 57?1’77

CQUE A GOUVERNEUR DJIBOUTI, \b'\%’ \"\;7 .
JE ME REFERE A MON TELEGRAMME 567/68.,

rﬁ*ﬂ

wETANT RENDU HIER A DIRE DAOUA POUR LEF ORSEQUES DE-#I@
MALLEVAIS, J'A! RECUEILL! AUPRES DU GOUVERNEU' GENERAL EY BDE
DIVERSES AUTRES PERSONNAL ITES QUELQUES IRDICITIONS SUPPI.
‘M umﬂm !!IJ 9 AOUT . : gt
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i\ .Z@n fraancone) TELEGRAMME A unnwh ~_
pEcMIPREMINT

AL WA @ NG oy RIS cr

wili4 b
All " " i 5
DI RL-DAQUA, LI 13 SLPTIHIRG 1960 =
MU, L LE 1D GEPTEINIE 196 = 3ADA
t 4 L‘ ‘h
- e NG, 51/53 [.ob bt

J*AL U CE 9 .:.{.PTLHBH[. UN ENTRETIEN AVEC LE COLOWEL
- _iwA | 2INEH QUI VILNT DE PRENDR. 8ES F(.»NCTION,, DE GOUVERWLUR

i E' ﬁ’d-‘hu‘.. . . N & ’_.'

‘ WON | NTERLOCUTEUR M'A LOWSUEMEWT PARLE DES OPERATIONS

i DL NETTOYAGE AUXQUELLES L'ARMLE ETHIOP IENNL PROCEDE DANS LA REGION
UEPUIS LE 9 AGUT. L'AFFAIRE, 47A-T-1L DIT, EUT EVE RAPIDEMENT
WEMEE A BIER 51 SA HAJESTE NE S'ETAIT POINT TROUVED DANS LE HAMRR
0 LTEPQQLE, ' N :

CrEST L’EMPEREUR QUI, SUR LES INSTANCES DES CHEFS DES
TRisS, A DONWE L’ORDRE D’ARRETER LES OPERATIONS, CELLES~C! ONT
ETE REPRISES ET MENEES AVEC VIGUEUR DES LE DEPART DU SOUVERAIN,
PAR DES TROUPES EAVOYEES.SUR LES LIEUX PAR TRAIN DE DIRE DAUUA
£7 PAR DEUX BATAJLLOYS. PARTIS. DI GIGGICA,

at i

A AICHA, HA faecujs LE CDLONEL, LA REPRESSION A ETE
AP1oE ET SEYERLZ, DE NOMBREY C-\DA?RES.SE TROUVERT ENCQRE DANS

ES MAISOHS,, DES EQUIPES ONT DU ETRE ENVQYEES DANS CETTE LOCALITE
OUR Y PRENIRE LES MESURES BAN|TAIRES' | NDISPENSABLES,
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FHE AYSHA'A GI'NO ¢ )
. HA'A GINO( IDI O} r%ﬂ:hhwidfnqﬁghrnnnfﬁdr
i o aen T,

”,r*,’f‘ff Iy

-----

e

SAHADETOM PARIS 16 Acft 1960, |
N* 209-210,

Adressd Ministre d'gtet Paris-Comauniqué Ambafrenscse A0din=pbén,,
A la suite des mesures répressives des Bthiopiens dent aursiemt ]

|
été viotimes les Isses origintires de la COte Framceise des '!

Soatlis, 1'émotion est trds vive en milieu Issa & Diiboutl ed |
déJjd trouve orédit 1'idée que nous sommes d4'sccord aweo \
1'Ethiopie, I\,
Devant les risques de rim’fnulu sSur les ressortis-
sants éthiopiens(de) Djibouti, J'ai demendé au Comsul Général
d@'exiger la plus grande prudence de ses compatriotes,
Des réfugiés surtout des femmes et des enfants sont
déJd arrivés & ALI-SABIEH et DIKHIL.Etent doané pénurie des

(moyens), i1 eet & eraindre que nous nous trouvions repidement
devant un wéritedle probldme de réfugiés,

AFCOUR.
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r ; Hnmznuvn::mm1.5I?.-.t.mrfrrgsﬂa 18 H 45
ot pecw B " " 10HO02
:I L -1
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" ADRESSE A ADDIS ABEBA "

CONR IDRNTIEL, i

Je me péfére & votre télégramme N* 146,
Il 2at possible en effet que des ressortissants de
ia COte Prancaise des Somalis qul se trouveraient & AICHA aient été

victimas des mltonbies mesures de repression prises par 1'armée
#t la police depuis le 10 Aoflt,

Les nouvelles qui me parviennent de cette localite
sant encore confuses. I1 se confirme toutefois que tous les hommes

@ village qui n'avaient pu prendre la fuite ont &té passés par les

&rmes. Jeuls les employéds de la gare paraiesent avoir dchappé au
Mmassacre. Deux de nos compatriotes qui était hier A AICHA ont pu

.mm qu’il - y avalt encore des foyers d'incendie. Les massacres L
'_thnt avoir été suivis, i

4 : D'autre part, les services de sé
_ N | ‘ curité ont , le I4
ML, tast dosoendre ) 1a gare d'AICHA tous les voyageurs Somalis

& traty DIRE DAOUY-
"?I_illlﬁ; g DJIBOUTI. 1 eat probable que ceux-ci ont été

5 et Pe® axclu qu'il y avait parmi eux des ressortis-
i U8 38 Cte Frangaise deg ¢
_ _ 8 Bomalis. Les services des voles de

aln de o0 pai
S G0 Lar sont an paptye désorganisés, En effet, 1a plupart des

OV QUL Y travediladent ont disparu - morts ou en fuite !' et
ndre (DIRE DAOUA). Les somaliens de

Artovisés par 1a oratute de représatlles.
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om Cate W Z Saptere,

11 m= pevient JE€ ie Gcrernesent benicpien aurait

s respasables Au secsacre GohL 1ia

Adoité s "arrestation 52
1 s’ agirall dey Chef de

"sICHA 2 été victime. 1
2e poliiciers. Les 1nsérezrés seraient, me dit-cl,
rimal d'A3dsis Abe2. Cette Gécisim

1mer les pilisux scmALlB.

% *d'enlever au Gouver

population 4
aistrict e%
traduits éevanr 12 %
seralt, pense-t-o®, de tatire 2 T2
Elle aureit érf prise surtrab ézns le
pement de Mogadiscin ot mo-if e porter 1'affaire devanl

E une instance internatimale.
p'autre part, selsa M snforsation parvemue a

Diré Lacus, les forces éthioplennes sgubiraient des pertes
sévires au cours d'opératicns de pettoyage qu elles ont

'Mpﬂmmleglaﬂt-mwﬂaaﬁtﬂamm:

“rpar Jour ol De gon ¢oté la troupe tirerait sans sommation

. cwwiu#unteiuwn/.
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11 m: revient GUe 1> Gouvernement grniopien aural
gédai- o 1'aTrestation Jes responsables du messacre COLD la
1 s' agiralt cu Chef €

per evion 4'AICHA a éte victime.
dis - ¢n 2% da policiers. Les intéressec seralent,
¢rady-i s devant le trivunal d‘hddis Abeba.
capaiy, pensa-i-oRks de naturs & calmer les millsux SC
surtout dans le put “d’

7 dp porter 1yt

s e TN
Cette décision

. §lle svrmit €£é prise anlsver
nzoent ce Mogadiscio tout mat 1
stance internationale.
p'autre part, selon une jnformation parvenue
Diré Lzoua, les forces éthioplennes subiraient des pertes
sévires au cours d'opérations de nettoyece aqu'elles ont

entre rises depuis le 9 aofit - on parle de § tusés on MOYenns

par j-our - De son
toute personne qui se présente 4 sa via. /s

aire cev

une in

&

ecOLé la troupe tireralt sans sommation sur
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= his book is the first document to be published on one
of the great massacres perpetrated against the Soma-

li populations of Ethiopia. It presents the results of a
. 25 research work carried out by an independent team to
break the silence on the atrocities that the inhabitants of the city of
Aysha'a and of its surroundings had lived on the 12th August 1960

and the following days.

Cross-referencing archival documents found in different coun-
tries (France, United Kingdom, Ethiopia, Egypt and Somalia) and
testimonies collected from survivors and victims’ relatives, this
book provides first-hand information that establishes undeniable
evidence on the reality, the scope and the consequences of the
Aysha'a massacre. It analyzes the chain of events in the world and
in the Horn of Africa that led to the planning of this massacre by
the former Ethiopian imperial regime and demonstrates why what
happened in Aysha’a can be qualified as genocide, according to
the definition and criteria established by the United Nations, in its
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Ge-

-

nocide.

Dedicated to the memory of the victims, this research aims to
shed light on a hidden tragedy, to facilitate its official recognition
as a genocide and to prevent the recurrence of other crimes against
humanity of this nature in the region. In this, it constitutes an exa-
mple of a citizen and academic initiative to meet the duty to re-
member and lays the groundwork for further research on this his-

toric event,

Price: 17 US$
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