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WARNING

Due to the diversity of the historical documents quoted and
the differences between the transcriptions of proper names
adopted by the different authors, we have decided to follow
the following rules :

In the French and English versions of the book, we will keep
the transcriptions of names of persons and places as they are
used in those languages, in order to facilitate their identifica
tion. For instance, the name Cabdulqaadir Jaamac (in the So
mali language) is transcribed Abdoulkader Djama in French

and Abdulkader Jama in English.

For the Somaliversion of thiswork, we use the Latin transcrip
tion adopted since 1972 for this language. It should be noted
that the orthographic transcription of Somalilanguage has the

following differences with French or English languages :

- The letter x is used to transcribe the voiceless pharyngeal

fricative [h),
The letter cfor the voiced pharyngeal fricative [SL,

- The letter dh for the voiced retroflex occlusive [d], and

- The letter kh for thevoiceless velarocclusive [x1.

Besides, thedoubled vowel in Somalimeans that the vowel is

long.
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The name of the city where the massacre took place is transcri.
bed in the three languages as follows :

In Somali :Ayshaca

- In English:Aysha'a

- In French : Aycha'a

For the names of the places which are not well known, we use

the Somalitranscription and give into bracket their transcrip
tion in the other languages.

In our quotations of archival documents, we have decided to

keep the names of people and places as they are transcribed in
those documents.
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INTRODUCTION

On 12 August 1960, in the small town of Aysha'a, Ethiopia,

one of the biggest massacres committed by the Ethiopian army
against Somali populations occurred. It was a planned mas

carried out in cold blood by soldiers of the Ethiopian
Empire which, in a few days, wiped outa large part of the
population of the city and the nomadic settlements in the area.
The survivorshad no choice but toflee to seek refuge in So
malia, a country which had just gained its independence, and
in D?ibouti, still under the shock provoked by the results
the self-determination referendum of 1958. The inhabitants of
Aysha'a never recovered from the trauma and many of them
did not return to their homesand hence they begun rebuilding
their lives in other places.

Although this massacre left a deep scar on the collective me

mory of the Somalipeople in the region, it has not been docu

mented or told by writing. Therefore, it was not recognized
by thosewho perpetuated it. More than 61 years later, the de

nial of the responsible authorities and the concealment of this
tragedy remains unaddressed. The profound trauma that this
massacre caused in the victims and their descendants has also,

ina way,facilitated the silence that hassurrounded it so far.

In order to accomplish the duty to remember and break
such long silence on this tragedy that we formed at the

15
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end of 2019 an "Independent Committee for the Memory of

Aysha'a" composedof researchers, descendants of victims and

ordinary citizens motivated by the only search for the truth.
The mainobjective of this voluntary and civic action was to

reconstruct in the most rigorous and objective way possible
what really happened in Aysha'a and its surroundings during
the month of August 1960.

The conmmittee launcheda callfor witnesses to solicit all thOse

who could have information, photos or documents on this
event. We also carried out research in the national archives of
certain countries concerned (France, Great Britain, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Egypt) to find documents attesting this massacre. We

conducted interviews with direct and indirect witnesses in va

rious towns and villages in the region (Djibouti, Dikhil, Ali
Sabieh, Dire Dawa, Jigjiga, Aysha'a, Hadagalla,) to collect their
testimonies and their versions of the facts. We cross-referenced
these different sources to understand the causes, process and

Consequences of this massacre.

As no book or article has been yet published on this histori

cal event, the information we are offering in this publication
is therefore first-hand information directly drawn from the

Archival documents and from witnesses who have lived the

horrors.

This book is published in different languages to share with
the general public the results of our research which brings evi
dence on the reality and scale of Aysha'a massacre.

In this publication we start by providing a brief description
of the major milestone events in the world and in the Horn of

Africa that have impacted the local context.

I16



INTRO DUCTION

We then highlight the sequence of events that occurred during
the crucial years between 1956 and 1960 and have led to the
planning of the massacre in Aysha'a and other Somalitowns
and villages.We explain why what happened in this city and
its surroundingscan be qualified as genocide, according to the
definition and criteria established by the United Nations Or

ganization in particular its Convention on the Prevention and

Punishment of the Genocide crime.

Finally, we let the eyewitnesses tellus in their own words the

horrors and violence that they experienced and/or observed
during the massacre and in the weeks that followed.

This work of history and remembrance is undertaken toho0

nor the victims, to facilitate the recognition of the Aysha'a
massacre as a genocide and, finally, to alert and prevent other
crimes of this kind in Ethiopiaand the Horn of Africa.

This document alsoaims to lay the groundwork for further re

search tobe undertaken by the young generation of historians
in the region. It could also serve as an example of independent
academic initiatives to elucidate other genocides in Ethiopia

and the region.
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HISTORICAL
CONTEXT

Ayshaatrain station 1950 Photo YvesBillion



PART 1l :Historical Context

Aysha'a:
AAA City with a Tragie

Destiny

Ocated at 140 kilometres, on the well-known 784 km
Ethio-Djiboutian Railway,Aysha'a was the largest city
lon the railtrunk from Djibouti to Dire Dawa.

Situated in the plain of Caylo Weyn of Sitti Zone, Aysha'a was

an important stopOver of railway traffic and as such, it housed
of the technical workshops of the railway company. It was

also a trading center at the crossroads of the caravan routes
between the Somali and Diiboutian coastlines and the Ethio

pian highlands.
Finally, Aysha'a was at the cross lines situated in the busy
transhumance trials of pastoral communities in search of pas

ture between the Awash Valley, the Great Plains of Dhuunyar,
the Coastlands of the Awdal and the foothills of the Cali Xavdh

Plateau.

Aysha'a emerged with the opening of the railway line, in June

1917,between Djibouti and Addis Ababa. It hosted some of
the populationsfrom the historic townof Zeila and other loca
lities in Somaliaand Ethiopia that had fallen into decline as a

result of the upheaval brought about by the railway.

The small town rapidly developed attracting more and more
caravarns of nomads who came to trade or to settle there. The

21
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town was divided intotwo large sections :Aysha'a Weyn in the
South and Awra Eeg, in the North. The number of the inhab;
tants of the town was estimated in 1960to be between 15.000

and 20,000 without including the great number of nomads
who used to comein daily with their caravans, and of visitors

who used to stay there for some time during the pilgrimages
to the religious and ancestral remembrance sites.

l22

Aysha'a trainstation 1951 - Yves Billion

Aysha'a was an example of the dynamic interactions between

thecity and thebush. The pastoralists used to bring the typical
products of their environment (animals, firewood, milk, but
ter and cream) as well as their ethical codes, customary lawS,



PART 1: HistoricalContext

traditional dances and sport games. In exchange, the CIty ws
providing them with products that they needed the most such
as mainly grains, clothing, cooking oil, sugar, battery, etc.

Moreover, they were exposed to new ways of life, ethics and
political ideas. The open air markets and bazars were quite
busy and the major regional currencies (Ethiopian dollar, Dji

boutian Franc, Somali Shilling)were used in thecommercial

exchanges.

It was a town where nomads slowly urbanized while at the
sametime, they conserved the essential features of their cultu

ral heritage. In addition to football matches, which were very
popular inthe town, the locals also organized traditional sport
tournaments such as Go?os and Rubo?o. One of the greatest
football players deemed the best striker in the sixties of the
Ethiopian Soccer Team, Ismael Garille, was a son of Aysha'a.
Atnightfall, the inhabitants used also to get together in public

spaces to perform nomadic dances especially folk dances and
songs inherited from the historic city of Zeila.

Another social attraction was the arrivals and departures of
thetrain which accentuated the life of the town and brought
together hundreds of people to the station and along the

railway tracks.
Acosmopolitan place at the time, Aysha'a, was proud to assert

its Somali cultural identity and its socio-economic dynamism.
Because of its position, its cultural specificity and the day-to
day activity of itspopulation, it was able to escape the Amhari
zation enterprise undertakern by the Ethiopian imperial power
in the conqueredterritories and the French assimilationnoli
towards colonized populations. In fact, Emperor Haile Selas
sie whohad good relations with France had tried toaccord it a
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certain autonomy to the French-led Railway Company, which,
for instance, was allowed to hire among the Somali population
living along the railway corridor. France on its part was trying
to respect the sovereignty of the Ethiopian State by avoiding
to apply its assimilation policies on the people living beyond

the territory itoccupied. Even the Amharicspeaking commu

nity in the city, composed mainly of Ethiopian civilservants
andpolice officials, had to integrate into the local culture and

learn the Somali language.

Thiscombination of historical circumstances placed the inha
bitants of Avsha'a in a kind of a blind spot that allowed them

toenjoy relative room for maneuver to develop commercial,
educational, religiousand political activities that the represen
tatives of the Ethiopian andFrench administrations had diff
culty to curb.

Aysha'a was, therefore, a vibrant town where a relatively af
fluent class of merchants, entrepreneurs and railway officials

had emerged. At a time when pilgrimage to Mecca was com
plicated and expensive, there were many traders who had
gained the title of "Hadji". Some of its members had become

respected notables and patrons who financed social programs
such as schools, mosques, cultural and humanitarian activi
ties. They used to help the population during drought, floods,
and in time of other naturalcalamities. The city was also home

to the mausoleums or "Magams" of esteemed Sheikhs and
Saints of Islamic Sufi i.e. Sheikh Muse Ismail (Muse Rijaal),

Sheikh Abdulkader Jilani, Sheikh Batuun, etc. These Maqams

attracted a large number of disciples dedicated to preserve

their memories and teachings. These people were particular
ly targeted by the soldiers because of the tradition of puting

l24
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banners in the mausoleums some of which were blue like the

Somali flag. This custom had already attracted the attention of
the local authorities whoconsidered it asa provocation.

Ayshaa 1973-André Roig-CollectionjP Crozet

Aysha'a was therefore, a city open to the influences of outside

world thanks to its central position on the transportation and
communication lines i.e. railway,caravan trails and its cultu

ral and religious significance. Due to these attributes, it was
also a place where the ideas of emancipation and self-determi
nation that circulated in the Horn of Africa and in the world at

large,were followed and debated over through regional and
international radio stations that were widely listened to such

as Cairo Radio "The Voice of Arabs" ; Radio Hargeisa and Ra

dio Mogadishuand the BBC SomaliService.
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Aysha'a train station 2005 - Richard Gennis -Collection |JP Crozet

The city's elites, the merchants, teachers, and religious leaders

were following the politicaldebates sparked by the Bandung
Conference, the Suez Canal Crisis, the Liberation war of Alge
ria and Indochina and Independence Movements in Africa
and especially in Somalia and Djibouti.

l26
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International

ContexxtT

The international context in the 1950s was marked by four ma
jor events, i.e. the Bandung Conference; the SuezCanal Crisis;
the AlgerianWar of Liberation; and the African Independence
in 1960, which had strongly impacted the events in theHorn
of Africa and in particular, in Ethiopia.

1. The Bandung Conference

The Bandung Conference took place in the Island of Jakarta,
Indonesia, from April18 to 24, 1955,in the middle of the Cold
War. It brought together, for the first time, twenty-ninecoun
tries of Asia and Africa,that represented more than half of hu
manity. The conference marked the willof young States which
emerged from decolonization process and grouped themsel
ves under the name of "Third WorldCountries" to make their
voices heard on the international scene. The six independent
African countries that participated in the Bandung Conference
were Ethiopia, Egypt, Ghana, Libya, Liberia, and Sudan.

The participants unanimously adopted a series of resolutions
that condemnedall forms of colonialism and racism suppor
tingcountries under colonial domination and proclaiming the
rights of peoples to self-determination. Recalling their adhe
rence to the principles of the United Nations, they called for
peacekeeping and a more just and balanced world order Bo
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garding the cultural front, they agreed on the urgency of va

luing their own cultures which had for too long, been denied

by colonialism.
The decisionsadopted in Bandung had a great symbolic si

gnificance and inpact on the people of the Third World, The
conference facilitated the birth of the Afro-Asian Movement
based on the painful common experience of colonization and
the aspirations of the peoples of Asia and Africa for a greater

justice in internationalrelations.
Itwas at thisconference that the Egyptian President Gamal
AbdelNasser, who aspired to recover the full sovereignty of

his country gained a certain influenceon the international sce.
ne. This fame reinforced the distrust and hostility of the Wes

tern powers, especially France and the United Kingdom that

Nasser had toface during the Suez Canal Crisis.

Despite its conflictwith Egypt over the control of the waters
of theNile and its concerns about the aspirations for auto

Some of the laaders whohave participated in the Bandung ConfereCe
From left to right& Nehru, Nkrumah, Nasser, Sukarno, Tito.

APwire photo. 1960..
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nomy of the peoples of Eritrea and the Somali region, Ethio

pia participated in the Bandung Conference where the rights
to emancipation and self-determination of the peoples had
been strongly proclaimed. Therefore, It could have taken the
measure of the advancement of these ideas and the risks they
would pose to its imperial policy regarding the annexation of

the territories under its trusteeship.

2. The Suez Canal Crisis

The origin of this crisis could be traced back to the 1952 over

throw of the Kingdom of Egypt, under the reign of King Fa

rouk I, by the Free Officers' Movement of the Egyptian Army.
The Egyptian Revolution, both social and national, led by Mo
hammed Naguib and Gamal Abdel Nasser abolished monar

chism, ended the British tutelage, and undertook a series of
nationalization programmes. In the summer of 1956, Nasser,
who succeeded to Naguib as President in 1954, decided to na
tionalize the Suez Canal, thus calling into question the privile
ges held by the United Kingdom and France that co-managed
it. The Canal Company retaliated by withdrawing its British
and French technicians whowere immediately replaced by
others offered by the Non-aligned countries, mostly, India.

Thecrisis culminated in the outbreak of a war on 29 October
1956,by the Tripartite Secret Alliance formed by France, the
United Kingdom and the State of Israel against Egypt. It oc
Curred in the midst of the Cold War and paradoxically, it led to
a certain agreement between the United States and the Soviet
Union, the two countries at the head of two conflicting blocs.
which opposed the military aggression against Egypt. They
imposed an end to the conflict and the withdrawal of foreion
forces notably British and French.
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TheSuez CanalCrisis brought abouta seriesof major chanees

inthe international relations that had a significant impact on

the Horn of Africa and particularly, Ethiopia whose Emperor

was trying to legitimize the appropriation of Somali territories
and to consolidate an alliance with Western countries, notably
by playing onreligious feelings.

Tragedy

The United Kingdom and France lost their prestige of powerin
this war, while the United States and the USSR became indis
pensable players in the Middle East. This crisis has somehow.
heralded the beginning of the colonial empires decline. It al
lowed Egyptto strengthen its anti-colonial, third-world, socia

list and pan-Arab positions.

Egyptincreased its political support andmaterial assistance
the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN) which was head

quartered in Cairo. It alsohosted other liberation movements,

in particular, the SomaliYouth League (SYL) which was figh
ting for Somalia's independence. A SomaliLanguage Service

was opened in 1953 within Cairo Radio,long before the BBC.

Egypt also accelerated the preparations of the construction

of the great Aswan Dam to protect its agricultural lands from

flooding and togenerate electricity despite the suspension of
funds by Western countries that accused Cairo of receiving
weapons from the Eastern Bloc.

Moreover, Sudan, an Anglo-Egyptian condominium,gained

independence in 1956, while the Hashemite power in Iraq

which was vassal of the West also experienced a revolutiona

in 1958 and passed into the hands of the Pro-Nasserites. Le

banon was rocked in 1958 by a mini civil war between Wes
tern-oriented Christians and Muslims looking towards the
Arab world.
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PART 1: HistoricalContext

Thisdevelopment in Egvpt and the rest of the Arab-Muslim
worldraised great concerns on thepart of the Ethiopian go
vernment, which strengthened its rapprochement with the

West and took action to counter the aspirations of self-deter

mination of its rebellious regions.

3. The Algerian Liberation War

The Algerian War was parttof the protest movement that has

shaken up colonial empires after World War II. It illustrated,
the fierce struggle that colonized peoples were forced to en

gage during 1950's for their dignity, freedom and self-deter

mination.

It began in March 1954, nine yearsafter the massacres in Se
tif, Guelmaand Kherrata committed in Algeria by the French
colonial forces in May 1945 against Algerian civilians deman

ding their autonomy.

On 1st November, 1954, the FLN unleashed attacks in various
parts of Algeria against military installations, police stations,
warehouses, communications infrastructure, and publicbuil
dings.

The war that mainly pitted the National Liberation Front
against the French Armyand its Algerian surrogates lasted
from 1954 to 1962. It was,without doubt, one of the deadliest
conflicts of decolonization. It did cause hundreds of thoU
sands of deaths, the forced displacement of millions of pea
sants fleeing their lands and the disintegration of the Algerian
society arnd economy.

The war ended up with the recognition of Algeria's Indepen
dence on July 3, 1962, following a referendum on self-deter
mination, and the birth of the People's Democratic Republic
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decent in Algeria) and 42,000"Harkis"(local auxiliaries in the

French Army during the Algerian War).

This conflict had a profound impact on France's foreign and

colonial policy. It first justified the decision to militarily reta-.

liate to the nationalization of the Suez Canal by Egypt, in 1956,

which hosted the headquarters of the FLN's foreign deleza

tion.

The conflict also accelerated the French government's decision
in 1958 tohold referendums initscolonies to choose their

tus with France. Finally, it precipitated its granting of inde
pendence to thecountries in West and Central Africa under its

colonial rule in 1960.

Celebiationof the cense fiein.1962 in Alger. Alamy StockPhoto
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The Algerian war also echoed in the Horn of Africa, mainly,
through Cairo Radio and the BBC both broadcasting in Somali
language. As the headquarters of the FLN was based in Cairo
and that a member of the Central Committee of the Somali

Youth League, Mohamed Hadji Hussein, headed the Somali
section of Cairo Radio, it was possible that contacts had occur
red between Algerian and Sonmali independence militants.

4. African Independences
The year of 1960 was a pivotal year for Africa. Seventeen Afri

can countries, including Somalia, gained independence. It was
the culmination of a long political as well as cultural struggle
for the emancipation of African peoples that began in the 19th
century with the resistance of Emir Abdelkader in Algeria and

Sayed Abdullah Hassan in Somalia.

Weakened by the Second World War and by the Crisis of the
Suez Canal, challenged by the emerging superpowers, the
United States and USSR, and fought by liberation movements,
the United Kingdom and France were forced to dismantle
their colonial empires. In Africa, it was between the years 1958
and 1963that most of the colonies gained theirindependence

through negotiation, referendum,or war. This wave of inde
pendence also affected the Spanish and Portuguese colonies.
i.e. Equatorial Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mozambique, Angola,
Sao Toméand Principe, and the Islands of Cabo Verde in 1968

and 1975.

FortheSomali populations of the Horn of Africa i.e. Djibouti.
Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya this era of independence gave
rise to great hopes. A movement, the Somali Youth League

(SYL),Ururka Dhalinyarada Soomaaliyeed, emerged in the
1940's to carry on the aspirations for independence and for

33



THE AYSHA'A GENOCIDE OF 1960: Sheddingglighton a Hidden Tragedy

the unity of the Somali people in the region. SYL contributed
tothe independence of the British protectorate of Somaliland

on 26th June 1960 andthe unification on 1st July 1960 with the

Italian administered part of Somalia to form the Republic of
Somalia. The SYL with its program of reunification of Somali

territories and promotion of the Somali language and culture

soon became a common threat to the colonial powers opera

ting in the region, i.e. France, United Kingdom and Italy as

wellas to Ethiopia, which received from the British the trus
teeship of the Somali region of Haud and Reserved Areas.

Patrice LiuMumba at the Sénat in Kinshasa, 10 September 1960.

APPhoto/H.B?bout

As we will see in the following pages, the Aysha'a Mass

was a violent response to the threat raised by the aspirations
for unification of Somali people and by the birth of the Somali

Republic in 1960.
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Regional
Context

Theevents that took place in the Horn of Africa in the 1950's
interacted with what was happening in the rest of the world.
The region was in the midst of upheaval as with the strengthe
ning of the Ethiopian imperial state ; the independence of the
British protectorate of Somalia and the Somali territory admi
nistered by Italy; the negotiations on the future of the "Haud"
and "Reserved Areas" ; the referendum organized by France
in Djiboutito choose its new status, and Ethiopia'sgradual
control over Eritrea. It was a time when the various protago
nists, erngaged in a race against time, were developing all-out
political, military and communication strategies to advance

their interests. Ethiopia, which was trying to take advantage of

the dismantling of the colonial empires, developed a policy of
aggressive conquest of Somali territories that led to the mas

sacres of civilian populations, as it was the case in Aysha'a.

The Partition of Somali Territories, Pan-So=

malism and Independence

Erom the beginning of the nineteenth century, the European
nowers. headed by Great Britain, then France and Italy, came
to theSomali coastsfor various reasons and signed separate
treaties with different Somali groups. In this context of fieroe

notiion between the colonial powers for the conquest of
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Africa territories, the main aspirationof the Somali people w.tpeoplewho
had signed agreements with them wasto obtain Some protec-

tion of the territorial integrity of their lands, especially against

encroachmentsby Abyssinian imperial power. Despite being

intocontact with the Somalis, the European colonial powers
came to be confronted with the ambitions of the Abyssinian

Empire. Treaties,often kept secret, were signed with the latter

at the expense, mostly, of the Somali populations. This is the

case with the treaties concluded secretly in 1897 between the

three European powers and Emperor Menelik, which called

into question certain clauses of the agreements previously
signed with the Somali groups. France, for example, signed an

agreement renewing and supplementing the earlier treaties of

1843 and 1894,granting portions of the Somali-Issa territory to
Menelik.

But the most scandalous betrayal was that committed by
Britain, which in 1897 signed a treaty delimiting the border

between British Somaliland and Ethiopia and ceding some

40,000 square kilometres of Somali territory to the latter.

This treaty concluded by the British representative, Mr. JR

Rodd, had even been criticized, at the time, by British Par
liamentarians and the Minister of Colonies who declared

that "the Treaty of 1897 was regrettable, itsuffered from our
limited knowledge of Somaliland" The decision of the Briti
sh was motivated by their desire to obtain Menelik's help in

the war against the Mahdist movement in Sudan and in their
confrontation with France around the sources of the Nile. The

treaty was kept secret until its date of execution in 1948.

Italy had resisted Menelik's land claims, but after its defeat

at Adowa in 1896, it signed a provisional border agreement
favourable to Ethiopia. But when Italy joined the Axis i.e. Ger-

many and Japan, during the Second World War and had in
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vaded Ethiopia in 1935-1936, it incorporated Ethiopia into a

large Italian colony with Eritrea and Somali territories, inclu
ding British Somaliland, in 1940. But in 1941, the British coun

ter attacked with the help of Commonwealth Forces to defeat
the Italians and put under its administration all the territo
ries of the Hornof Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia, the French Somali
Coastoccupied by the isolated forces of Vichy, British Somali

land, Italian Somaliaand Kenya).

In 1942, the British still retained control of the railway line to

Addis Ababa,the town of Dire-Dawa as well as the north-eas
tern part of the Somali territories, including the areas borde

ring British Somaliland, known as Haud but also the main
trading town of Jigjiga, located in the "Reserved Areas". The
border regions of the South-East consisting of the vast plains
known as the Ogaden Desert which the Italians had previously
attached to their possessions and were administered from
Mogadishu were also placed under a separate British control.
During that period, Haile Selassie undertook several actions
towards the different Somali groups by distributing a lot of
money and favors to their traditional leaders, to persuade
them not to adhere to the plan of the British Foreign Minister,
known as the "Bevin Plan".
This Plan proposed the unification of all Somali territories
into a "Greater Somalia" under a single administration, pre

ferably British and under the tutelage of the United Nations.
However, the Bevin Plan was rejected by the United States,
the Soviet Union and France. After the plan failed, the British
returned in1946 the control of Dire-Dawa and the railway to
Ethiopia and retained the Reserved Areas of Jigjiga, and the
Haud region, under their military administration. The Oga

den area, meanwhile, continued to be administered with the

territory under Italian domination,
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In 1948 the British, yielding to the incessant requests of Ethio-
pia, unilaterally abandoned the Reserved Areas and

den Region to Ethiopia, but kept the Haud Region.

In 1949, the United Nations entrusted Italy with the tutelage

ofthe former Somali Italian colony for a period of ten years,

theOga

while Britain and France retained the administration of their
former possessions.

Itwas only in 1954 that Great Britain handed over the Haud

region to Ethiopia against the wishes of the Somali people

whowere not consulted. This decision caused a great deal of

discontent and uprisings among the peoples of the concerned

regions. For example, membersof the Somali Youth League

(SYL) strongly protested in Harar and sent a delegation to the

UN to call for the attachment of the Somali Territories (now

Sitti Zone, Harar and the Haud Region)to the future "Greater

Somalia/SomaliRepublic". To punish this action, the Abyssi
nian power reacted brutally, and its troops committed a bloo
dy repression in Harar.

Thus, Britain, through its acts of treachery and erratic policy,

played a crucial role in the fragmentation of the Somali terri

tory and left behind a time bomb, as it did in the Middle East

and Asia. And there lies the origin of the quagmire and disas

trous hangover of the nowadays Horn of Africa.
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In the French Somali Coast, a territory inhabited mainly by

the Somali-Issa and Afar, France had also engaged in territo
rial negotiations with Ethiopia to the detriment of these popur
lations,particularly with the signing of the Franco-Ethiopian

Treaty of 1897. Here, too, the implementation of these arrar

gements were followed by vehement and vigorous protests

by the local people but were, equally, subjected to violent re
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pression by the French colonial forces. D?ibouti's nationalists
were severely oppressed, imprisoned and deported from the

territory.

One ofthe leaders of this movement was Mr. Mohamoud Har

bi Farah who campaigned for the independence of the terri
tory during a referendum organized in September 1958 by

France in its African colonies to choose their status.

In Kenya, the Somali people of the Northern Frontier District
(NFD), annexed toKenya, also expressed their wishes to join

afutureGreater Somalia/" Somali Republic", but Kenyan po
litical leaders, such as Jomo Kenyatta, the leader of the Mau
Mau movement, opposed the pan-Somali nationalism and Bri

tain acquiesced and, once again, betrayed the Somali people
and dashedtheir wishes tobe protected and united.

Resistance and Pan SomaliMovement

The Somali resistance against the lusts of colonial powers be

gan
as early as 1899 under the leadership of the religious lea

der, Mr. Mohamed Abdille Hassan, nicknamed - The "Mad
Mullah" by the British. Joining the Salihiya Brotherhood, he
created the Dervish Movement (Daraawiish in Somali) and

waged a 20-year war against the British, Italian and Ethiopian
empires. He claimed the unification of the Somali people of
all the Horn of Africa and used poetry to convey his political
messages that had a great echo. He is considered to be the first
Somali nationalist and one of the greatest poets in the Soma

li language. His resistance movement was heavily weakened
only after the most powerful colonial empire of the time had
for the first time in history of liberation wars, resorted to air
craft to combat that freedom fighter and his followers. Sayyid

amed Abdille Hassan, died in December 1920 of flu.
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After hisdeath and the defeat of the Dervish movemnent, the

Somali territories were subjected to all kinds of negotiations

and partitions between the European powers (Great Britain,
France, and Italy) and the Ethiopian Empire.

Most of the agreements signed between the various Somali

groups and the colonialists were betrayed bythe latter in com-

pliance to their interests. The populations led daily cultural

resistance and sometimes organized uprisings that were inva
riably and brutally suppressed.

Ethiopia, which had benefited greatly from these negotia

tions, conducted numerous military expeditions to occupy
the Somali territories that had been ceded toit. Their transfer

to Abyssinians had led to several massacres, humiliation and

marginalization of the Somali people who refused the occu
pation of their lands. Although the Somalis were divided into

different clan groups, often in conmpetition and rivalry with
each others, sometimes in open conflict, colonial domination
and Ethiopian repression had given rise to their awakenings
on the absolute necessity to unify as a nation. Nurtured by the

example of Sayid Abdille Hassan's struggle for the emancipa
tion and unification of the Somali people and inspired by his

political messages in the form of poetry, the idea of Pan-So

malism began to prevail first in the minds of intellectuals, tea

chers, religious leaders, traders, soldiers whoparticipated in
the two World Wars and adventurers who visited other coun
tries abroad.

The Pan-Somalism was structured around a few strong argu

ments : Somalis, who form asingle group, practice the same

religion, speak the same language and live in a vast territo
ry defined as a geographical unit, must be united under the

same political and administrative entity to defend their inte
rests and ensure their security and development.
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the samearguments that the Sultans, Ugases, Garads,,and
religious leaders of the various Somaligroups living in the

different Somali territories used in the petitions they had sent

tothe Commission of Inquiry of the Four Powers whowent to

Mogadishu, in 1948.

However, in their campaign to raise the awareness of the
population, the Pan-Somalism activists had to confront the
powerful clan organization and tribal atavism of the Soma

li populations, which did not encourage the idea of political
unity. They werealso confronted with the interests of some

clan leaders who feared losing their status and influence in
this unity. But the idea aroused the enthusiasm of the younger

urbanized generations.
The demandsfor self-determination and unification of the So

mali Territories were more clearly articulated after the Second
World War, as did other independence movements in Africa.
In 1943, the SomaliYouth Club was established in Mogadi
shu and took its definitive name as the Somali Youth League
(SYL) in 1948. Other political parties emerged such as the So

mali National League (SNL), the United Somali Party (USP).
These political parties, which reproduced the tribal affiliations

of the Somalisociety, even though proclaimed that theywere
seeking the same common objectives : the self-determination
ofall the Somali Territories and their unification into the same
entity capable of safeguarding cultural identity andunderta
king a program of socio-economic development.

The dream of a Great Somalia bringing together all Somali po

pulations and working for their cultural and socio-economic
self-determination could only confront the expansionist pro
ject of the Ethiopian Empire, based on a narrow ethnic. cultu
ral and religious identity that excluded conquered peoples
and offeredthem nothing else than submission.
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It is this fundamental confrontation betweern two oppOsing

ambitions that had fuelled the historical antagonism between
the Somali and Ethiopian leaders and led them to the

between the two countries.

The March towards Independence

Following the failure of the Bevin Plan and the decision of tfhe

United Nations to grant Italy the tutelage of Somalia for 10

vears, the Somali territories experienced a great political ef.

Signature on the date of Somaliland'sindependence. Somali delegation:

Molamad HLEqua,AmedH, Duale, Ali Garad Jama & lbrahim Nur.

London May 1960, British Archives.

fervescence around the issues of the coming independence.
In 1947, the SYL established itself, bevond Italian and British

Somalia, as far as Harrar and the railway towns of Dire-Dawa

and Aysha'a, becoming very popular among the Somali and

Harari populations. The Somaliaspirations for self-determi

l42



PART 1 :Historical Context

nation and unificationinfluenced even other peoples of Ethio

pia, which were previously subjugated by the Abyssinian Em
pire such as the Oromos and Afars. This but only increased

Ethiopia's concerns.

Elections were held in 1956 in the former Italian Somalia and

the SYL won the majorityof seats. In the British Somaliland,

the 1959 elections were won by the SNL and USP.

After the transfer of the Haud and the Reserved Areas to Ethio
pia and the annexation of the NFD toKenya, the march towar
ds independence of the
British and Italian terri
tories was inevitable. It
was at the end of these

various events punc
tuated by the betrayals
and the manipulations
by the colonial powers
and by the Ethiopian oc

cupations of the Somali
territories, that British
Somaliland gained in

dependence on 26 June
1960 and merged5 days
later with the territory
under Italian tutelage to
form the Republic of So

malia, on 1 July 1960.

13 12 11

1. Abdelkader Sheikh Sagawadin - 2.

Mohamed Hersi Nur -3. Yacin Haji
Isman Charmarke - 4. Haji Mohamed
Husain Mohamed - 5. Isman Gedi

Rage - 6. Dere Haji Dere - 7. Dahir Haji
Isman - 8. Ali HassanMaslah - 9. Mo

hamed Ali Nur - 10. Mohamed farah
Hilowle - 11. Haji Mohamed Abdull
lahi - 12. Hudow Maalin Abdulle - 13.
Mohamed Usman Barbe.
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Timelines of the Partition of Somali Territories

1884 to 1886 : Great Britain established the British pre

tectorate of Somaliland and signed very similar separate
treaties with different Somaliclan groups.

1885: France signed a treaty with the Somali-Issa which

according to a confidential report, would offer them the

territory extending to the height of Harar.

1886: Additional treaties were signed between the Great

Britain and the Somali-Ogaden.

1887 :Following the defeat of Amir Abdullahi Ali of Ha

rar by Menelik, Harar was annexed by Ethiopia and Ras

Makonnen became Governor of the region.

1888 : Signing of an agreement between France and Great
Britain that defined the boundaries between the posses
sions of the Somali territories by thetwocountries.

1889 : Italy established a protectorate in central Somalia.

1897 :Signing of the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty which will
remain secret and only revealed in 1948 through which
Great Britain ceded Somali territories to Ethiopia challen

ging certain clauses of earlier treaties signed with Somali
groups between 1884 and 1886.

1897 : France signed an agreement with Menelik re
newing and completing an agreement delimiting the

borders of its possessions with Ethiopia, ceding portions
of Somaliterritory to it.

1925-1930: Italy completed its occupation of the Soma

literritories and signed a 20-year friendship treaty with
Ethiopia. Ras Tefari took control of Ethiopia and later be
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cames an Emperor under the name of Haile Selassie 1st

in 1930.

1936 : Italy occupied Ethiopia and merged it with its

large colony of "Italian East Africa".

1940 : During the Second World War, Italy allied with
Germany, occupied the British Somaliaand all the Soma
li territories that were under its control.

1942-1943 : The Great Britain counter-attacked and put
under its administration all the territories of the Horn of

Africa occupied by Italy.
1943 : The SomaliYouth League (SYL) was established in
Mogadishu.
1946 : The British proposed the Bevin Plan for the crea

tion of "Greater Somalia" under British tutelage but the
Plan was rejected by the Americans, the Soviets and the

French.
1948 : Ethiopia took over the administration of Jigjiga
and many other cities. The SYL and the Somali National
League (SNL) jointly calls upon the United Nations and
request for the reunification of the Somali territories.

1950: The United Kingdom returned to Italy the part of
Somaliaunder its administration which was placed un

der the tutelage of the United Nations until its indepen

dence in 1960.

1954 : The United Kingdom ceded the Ogaden and the

Haud regions to Ethiopia.
1960 : The Somali territories under British administra

tion became independent and merge with the territorv
under Italian tutelage toform the Republicof Somalia.
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ca.

In 1958, France, discredited by the Suez Canal crisis and the.

Indochina War and involved in a new colonial war in Algeria

was forced to grant a greater autonomy to its colonies in Afr.

self-determination.

After returning topower, General de Gaulle decided to build

on the path initiated by the Law of June 1956, known as the
"LoiCadre Deffere" (Defferre Framework Law), which created

in all the French colonies Councils of Local Governments elec

ted by universal suffrage, which was supposed to offer more
autonomy. General De Gaulle submitted to the French people

a new draft Constitution to be adopted by referendum. Inde
pendence or entry into the French Community, such was the

choice proposed by the referendum organized by de Gaulle
on28 September 1958 in all the French colonies of Africa in

cluding Djibouti.

In the French Somali Coast (CFS), a new political figure of

Somaliorigin, Mohamoud Harbi, emerged. In July 1956, he

became a member of the French National Assembly in Paris.

After the enactment of the Defferre Framework Law, which
established universal suffrage, Mahamoud Harbi founded the

"Republican Union Movement" party,which won the June

1957 elections and the vast majority of seats in the Territorial

Assembly.

Mahamoud Harbi was designated as the first Vice-President
of the CFS's Council of Government. After his participation
in the Congress of Cotonou held in July 1958 where the main
political leaders of the French colonies from Black Africa had
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debated the referendum proposed by France, Mahamoud
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Harbi. much to everyone's surprise, decided to campaign for

the "NO to the association with the French Community in the

1958 referendum.

Mahamoud Harbi. Archives of the Diibonti Taritorial
Assenbly,1957-1958.

But Harbi's aspirations for independence were shattered
against the harsh reality of geopolitical interests. The results
of the referendum presented by the French authorities ap

peared as a big surprise : 75.24% of voters for the association
with the French Community and 24.76% for independence.
The French Somali Coast, thus, missed the opportunity to join
Guinea, which was the only country in Africa under French
ruleto snatch its independence by vote.The French authori
ties were accused of electoral fraud and ballot box stuffing,
because France could not afford, according to some analysts,

to lose Djiboutigiven its geostrategic position and, especially,
at this very moment in the history of the world marked by the

Cold War.
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Moreover, according to Maurice of the CES

at the time, Ethiopiawould have been readyto intervene mi-

litarily if the inhabitants of the territory opted for indepen-

Meker, Governor of

dence as he revealed in his book "Le temps colonial : itinérst
africain d'un naif du colonialisme à la coopération (1931-1960)

(Colonial Time : African Itinerary ofa naive of colonialism to

cooperation 1931-1960)

"During an audience he had granted me in June, together with

OurAmbassador in Addis Ababa, Jean Sauvegnargues, H.M.

HailéSelassie made it clear to us that Ethiopia, remembering
the strangulation of Pierre Laval's blockade on arms in 1936.

would not tolerate for very long an exclusively Somali pre
sence in D?ibouti. As a matter of fact, on the eve the election,

the Ethiopian Government discreetly informed me, through

its General Consulate in Diibouti, that an Ethiopian division
was stationed at the border town of Dire-Dawa. In case the

"No"had won,leading to independence, it is undeniable that

Ethiopian forces would have reacted."

Mahamoud Harbi suffered a brutal dismissal and quite severe

reprisals for "betraying" the trust that France had placed in

him. He had to go into exile abroad to continue the struggle for

independence, On 7 September 1959, the DjiboutiCorrectional
Court sentenced him in absentia to ten years in prison and a

20-year ban on residence for endangering the external security
of the State. He became one of the emblematic leaders of the

Pan-Somali movement. This stature turned him intoa perma

nent threatnot only to France butalso to Ethiopia, which at

tributed to him certain destabilizing actions i.e. attacks,

trafficking, etc.

Mahamoud Harbi was killed on 29 September 1960 in a plane
crash on flight 738 Geneva-Rome of Egyptian Airline Com
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cause of this accident and even his presence in the plane still
raises questions that need to be clarified by historians. The

message of condolence that Gamal Abdel Nasser sent to the

Somali people, demonstrated the importance of this figure
in the geo-political landscape of the Horn of Africa. Among
other, he was the founder of the SomaliCultural Center in Cai

ro, which still exists until nov

3. The annexation of Eritrea

It was after the so called Italian "purchase" of the Assab Bay
from thelocalsultan in1869, and theiroccupation of Masawa

in 1885 that Eritrea was formed in 1890as a particular terri
tory. Following the Italian defeat in World War II, the British
administered Eritrea at the time. As early as 1944, the United
Nations and the United States proposed the incorporation of
Eritrea into Ethiopia,which was claiming an access to the Red

Sea.

International conferences were held in Potsdam, London and
Paris to discuss the future of Eritrea (partition, independence,
attachment to Ethiopia, etc.), without a solution being found.
In the absence of agreement between the powers, the matter
was referred to the United Nations in September 1948. The
United States, which wished to retain its military bases in
Masawa and Asmara, strongly supported the attachment to
Ethiopia. Finally, aresolution was adopted by the United Na
tions on 2 December 1950 which gave Eritrea the status of "an
autonomous unit, federated with Ethiopia under the soverei
gnty of the Ethiopian Crown." This resolution provided that
the final Federal Act had to be ratified by the future Eritrean
National Assembly at the proclamation of the future Eritrean

Constitution.
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The first parliamentary elections were held in March 1952

under the supervision of a United Nations Commissionand

a 68-member representative Assembly was elected by H

by the
Eritreans, who approved the draft Constitution on 10July
1952. Emperor Haile Selassie ratified the Constitution on 11

September 1952.

The federal structure adopted was quite flexible because

Eritrea had to keep its own administrative and judicial orga-

nization, its own flag and autonomy over its internal affairs,

including the police, local administration and taxation. But

this arrangement did not suit an absolutist imperial regime

that was unable totolerate any signs of autonomy that could

serve as "bad examples" for the other provinces of the Em

pire, and, especially the Somali region claimed by Ethiopia, In

1954, Haile Selassie banned Eritrean political parties, as well

as the independent press. In 1955, Arabicand Tigrinya, the

most commonly used languages on Eritrean territory, were

dropped in favour of Amharic, and in 1959 the Eritrean flag
was forbidden.

In 1962, the imperial pressure pushed the Eritrean Assem
bly to abolish the federation and to accept its annexation by

Ethiopia. The Ethiopian takeover provoked a nationalist reac

tion. Against the first peaceful demonstrations, the regime

responded with a bloody repression. This brutal response

convinced Eritrean patriots that only armed struggle could

restore their lost autonomy. The first Eritrean separatists who
created the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) were influenced by

the Nasserism and Algerian liberation movement.

On 1st September1961, the ELF fired its first shots at the po
lice. It was the start of a merciless armed struggle that lasted
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30 years and led to Eritrea's independence on 28 May 1993,

following apopular referendum.

4. The Mahdist War in Sudan

The Mahdist War was a very violent conflict in Sudan for more

than 18 years (1881 to 1899) that pitted the Sudanese insurgents,
also known as "the Darvish" and Anglo-Egyptian troops. This

conflict also involved Italy and France and affected Southern

Egypt and the border areas of Eritrea and Ethiopia.

The Mahdist movement was led by Mohammad Ahmad, a

Sudanese cleric, who had proclaimed himself "Mahdi", the

Redeemer, and who wanted to liberate Sudan from foreign
occupation, notably Egyptian and British. Quickly, the rebels,

supported by the population, managed to control the south
of the country and to isolate several Anglo-Egyptian garri

sons on the border with Ethiopia. The British then negotiated
the possibility of evacuating the encircled troops through the
Abyssinian territory. Discussions culminated in the Treaty of
Adowa signed on 3 June 1884 between Ethiopia, Great Britain

and Egypt.

By this agreemernt, Yohanesse IV, then Negusse Negest of
Abyssinia, began war with the Mahdists. A series of deadly

battles took place between the latter and the Abyssinians. At
the end of 1888, Yohannes IV, struck by the rampage in the

town of Gondar by the Mahdists, raised a large army of near

ly 100,000 men and engaged in a ultimate battle. Thecombat
took place in March 1889 in Metemma, atown on the border
with Sudan. The battle ended up with the death of Yohannes

IV and the collapse of the Ethiopian army. A period of politi
cal turmoil ensued in Ethiopia, from which Emperor Menelik,
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the new Emperor of Ethiopia,
emerged. He also worked to strengthen the alliance with the

who imposed himself later as the ne

British and received many modern weapons to continue tha

fight againstthe Mahdists.

TheBritish who had a revenge to take on the Mahdists also

hadan interest in allying with the Abyssinians. Indeed, the

had suffered a crushing defeat in January, 1885 and lost Khar.

toum,which fellto the Mahdist forces. It was a real shock and

ahumiliation for Great Britain, which at the time was conside

Mahdist Daroishas attack on British forces. Stair Collection.
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red to be the superpower of the world. Therefore, the British
signed a newagreement with Menelik on 14 May 1897. As the
main concernof the British at that time was the destruction of

the Mahdist movement, they made concessions to Abyssinia
in the agreement and called into question certain clauses of

the Treatiesthat they had signed in 1884 with various Somali
groups. TheSomali territories under the British colonial rule

therefore have borne the brunt of this Ethio-British alliance.

Instructions will be given by the British government toits re
presentatives who negotiated with Menelik in 1897 as Louis
Fitzgibbon reports in his book "The Betrayal of the Somalis"
published in 1981. One of these instructions was "You are au

thorized, if absolutely necessary, tomake concessions with re
gard to the borders of the Somaliland protectorate as defined

in the Anglo-Italian Protocol of 1894".

This "betraval"of the British treaties had tragicconsequences

for the region and had led to the cession of Somali territories
including the Haud and the Reserved Areas to Ethiopia.
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PART 2: The Aysha'a massacre

THE
ARCHIVES

he Aysha'a massacre is today largely attested by written
documents found in the French, British, Ethiopian, So

mali and Egyptian Archives. These documents inform
about the circumstance, the scale and the impact of this event

in the region. They show that the Aysha'a massacre wasneither
a blunderof Ethiopian forces stationed in the Somali region of

Sitti, nor an isolated act due to a decision taken by a zealous

troop commander against the advice of his hierarchy as had
been explained at the time. It was part of a strategy followed
by Ethiopian imperial State following its secular tradition
of repression as response to the resistance of the conquered
peoples aspiring for self determination.

In fact, since, at least, the second half of the 19th century, the
Abyssinian regime embodied successively by the Neguse Ne

gest TewodrosII (1855 - 1868), Yohannes IV (1872-1889), Mene

lik II (1889-1913) and Haile Selassie (1930-1974) used to resort
to the "scorched earth" policy consisting of maiming, killing
andlooting civilian population in order to terrorize the people
who have refused their domination.

Ethiopiashistory is punctuated with many genocidal crimes,
perpetrated byan absolutist and expansionist monarchy, which

could only offer the conquered people the choice between sub
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mission or terrible repression. We may cite, as examples, the

pogrom of Oromo people at Anoole (1860--1865),the genocidal

campaign against the Walayta people in 1887, the massacreet
Kafficho and Gimira communities in 1889.

This tradition was well documented by the Ethiopian socio.

logist, Mekuria Bulcha, in his article published in 2005 in the
African Sociological Review. Based on a qualitative histori.
cal sociological investigation of mass-killings that have ben
registered during the last one hundred and fifty years, he

concluded that "Both the unification of the Abyssinian State

between 1850s and 1870s and the creation of the Ethiopian:

empire State during the last quarter of the nineteenth century

were accomplished through wars that were clearly genocidal"

During the 20th century, the Somalis were among the peoples

who suffered this tradition of collective punishment which
continued until recently despite the different regime changes

in Ethiopia. The massacres of Aysha'a, Danood and Dhagabur
are the ones that have strongly marked the collective memory

and are waiting to be brought to light.

1. The Early warnings : Tension and Unrest

in Errer Region

According to various reports, the events leading up to the

Aysha'a Massacre started in early 1956, with the deadly inter

vention of Ethiopian troops, against Somali nomads around

Errer area, meant to punish themn for claiming their Somali

identity and their status as "Protected Persons" by agreements

signed with the British.

Faced with resistance from the nomads, the army used tanks

and planes, as the British Governor of Hargeisa
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tersent on 23June 1956 to his Foreign Office:"..in February last
an Ethiopian punitive force in armoured cars and supported
by planes of theEthiopian Air Force entered Esacountry and

after a five-day running battle defeated the men and drove
them away from their women and children who the Ethiopian
soldier then butchered in themost revolting manner, cutting
offthebreasts of some women, before killing them. The lives

tock were then slaughtered, the houses were burnt, and the

Esawere left destitute except for a few camels. They were seen

by the Chief Secretary and Iattached herewith arecord of the

meeting...The bald fact is that as a result of the latest Ethio

pian measures the Esa as a tribe are practically broken, not
only physically but also morally. What has this achieved is not
their loss of manpower but the cold-blooded extermination of
women and children by Ethiopian troops armed with the most
modern weapons. The emissaries have produced the details,
which are attached at Appendix A, of the women and children
who have been deliberately killed, both the Ethiopian subjects

and British Protected persons". (Annex 1)

This massacre was also described in the English newspa
per Sunday Times of 24 June 1956 in an article by its corres
pondent J.BSlade-Baker entitled « Somalis Appeal to Britain :

Tribesmen tell of massacre by Ethiopians".

The eventsof February 1956 and those that occurred in July
of the same year were documented by Lieutenant-Colonel T.P

Luckock, whowas on a mission to Errer area from 21 to 22

July 1956. In the report on hisvisit addressed to his hierarchy,
he drew a fairly precise counting of the victims and their clan
affiliation, resulting in a total of 418 people killed, including
113 women and 116 children. (Annex 2)
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SOMALIS APPEAL
TO BRITAIN

Tribesmen Tell of Massacre
by Ethiopians

By J. B. SLADE-BAKER,
Specinl Representative of The Sunday Times

HARGEISA (British Somaliland), Saturday.
HIS week a delegation froma Sonali nomnadtribe,

The Esa, arrived here to seek British protection
against the Ethiopian Government, whose forces, they
8llege, hare massacred more than 400 0f their men.
WOmen and children and driven them from theiI graz
ing grounds because they UOuld n0t eccept Ethiopisn
SOvereignty.

Rumours of trouble between Which 189 2s& men, 111 womenan?113 children were Küzd, the sur
the tribe ànd tiiE o3opl02ivorsrtreated int hily countiy
authorities, have been coming where the tanks oula nDt Iolo

them. The delay in appealingtointo Hargeisa tor some time, Britain, the Esa say, wasbec8use
but it was only on the arrival they could not hold a:tribal meeting

thataof delegationthe beforethe rains, and ft took time to
arrange their affairs.detalled account became avail

able. A preliminary report is
now on its way to London:

The leader of tta telegatipn went
on, We have. had cläshes with the
Ethiopians beore and we knog that

According to the tribalspoke5-menare killed battleweare
men theywere approached"last

January by ofmcials on their graz
ing grounds in Ethiopia, and were
asked if they consideredthem
selves Ethiopians. They: replied
that tbey did not, that they. were days oldwere mùrdered in cold
Bomalis and were under: the pro- blood.
Lection of the British GovernmentWe havelost everything. The
by a,treaty concluded in 1885. Ethiopians have slaughtered.our cows

Shey Ahen told us, said the, ESa burmed our huts. and possessions. We
Bnd sheepand gosts, and have

leader, that if we persisted in cal]
ing ourselyes Somalis and in saying onty asSk, that our plight hai be
that we were protected by the made known to the BritishGovern
English they would eltherxpel us ment and theworld, that weshallbe
from the country or extermtnate us, glven protection against Ethiopla.

We replied that we húd occupíed that our rights shall be
Our grazing gTounds for.generatlons, restored,".
Jong before, they had eyer come
there.

After a battle lasting fve days, in

accustomed to that.But we. have
never hesrd béforg ofwomen and

children being killed. The women
were mutilated before beinR- killed,
and the childrenone of them Tour

The Esa are a tough, hard-bitten
people, with 'a Teputatiòn for turbu
lenoe, but theyare also recognised" Inthe.first week of February we

were attacked by an Ethiopian LorcerustworthyAS I satamong them
of infantry in 20 lories, slx light and listened to their story, it was
tanks 'and two,.or three plunes, We 1ompossible to remain unmoved by
Lad only our spears arnd our koives,thelr lalth in our abiity togive
A1dWe, wereIron manbine slnst these unem the protection to which hey

belleve they are entitled,
(WORLD OoFYRIGKTJ
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Inareport written on his meeting in Hargeisa on 20 June 1956

by survivors of the massacre, the British Secretary in Chief,
Mr. J.R. Stebbing transcribed the explications given by the

latter about the reasons that might have led the Ethiopian
forces to commit these crimes. A witness named Wais Moha

med told him that «Sometime ago, the Ethiopian Government
sent officials to inquire what nationality we claimed to have.

We answered we are Esa. Then we were asked again whowe
were and we said we were Somalis.They told us not to say
that we are Somnalis ; they told us to remain Esa, but Ethio
pian subjects.We replied that we were Esa and Somalis, but
we were not Ethiopians. Then they asked us to what Govern

ment we were subject to;we told them that Somalis claimed
tobe British Protected Persons. We, Esa, replied that from the
time of our grand-fathers and our fathers, we have been told
that we have agreements with Great Britain. Then Ethiopians
said that if we said we have agreements with Great Britain,
we must leave their territory. Then we were at a place called
Tolo. We were born in that place.We had nowhere else to go.
Then the Ethiopians said that if this is true, we must stop ma

king assertions that we had agreements with the British Go
vernment and were Somalis. We said we could not give up
these things which were traditions handed down to us from
our forefathers.Then the Ethiopians said we should be com

pelled to move. We had neither force nor might to resist but
we were born in that place, so we had to stay there.The next
thing that happened was thatEthiopian military attacked us.
It was on Friday in Rejab (1st week of February approxima
tely). The fighting continued for 5 days and nights. We were
forced back across seven river beds until we were driven to
the last river bed at Errer. We had not the ability to resist this
force. We were driven away from our women and children,
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but this did not greatly worry us as they had always been lok

untouched before. On this occasion, however, the Ethiopians
killed allthey could find. We were attacked by armoured cars

we have always had fighting and troubles in our lands, but we

had never been attacked by armoured cars before. We wero

used to fighting soldiers with bayonets and rifles but not

moured cars. I do not know how many armoured cars were

there, but this is what defeated us. ."(Annex 3)

This testimony collected by the British authorities in Somali

land is revealing in many respects. First of all, it highlights the

great misunderstanding that has always existed between the

Somali people and the Ethiopian imperial State on the issues

of identity, nationality and right to land. The feudal and rigid

conception of belonging to the Ethiopian nation, articulated
around Amhara Identity and the Coptic Christian religion ne

ver made sense for the Somalis of Ethiopia, who circulated in a

territory transcending the colonial boundaries, and had a more

flexible interpretation of the concept of citizernship. The great

contradiction of the Ethiopian state had been to demand the

loyalty of the conquered peoples without offering them in ex

change opportunities to identify themselves with an Ethiopian

nation built exclusively on its Amhara and Coptic Christian

component. This contradiction persists to this day in Ethiopia,

as illustrated by the current debates between the proponents

of federalism and believers of unionism.

This testimony also highlights the change in armamentss and

behavior on the part of the Ethiopian forces, which begunto

use armoured vehicles and planes against civilians and m

sively violate the basicrules of war by killing also women and

children.
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Although the collective memory did not keep track back of
them, the events that occured in Errer in 1956 have created

a tense situation in the region on either side of the railway,
marked by sporadic clashes between pastoralists and soldiers.

Similar serious incidents were reported in the same region in
July 1960, this time by representatives of France, the other co
lonial power present in the Horn of Africa.

Inaconfidential letter dated 5 July 1960, the French Consul in

Harrar, based in Dire Dawa, Jean Merrien, informed his Am
bassador in AddisAbaba of the worsening situation in the Er
rer region, following serious clashes between the Issas and the

Afars near Jaedorra (Aydorra). He wrote « ... Given the magni

tude of the events, the Governor of Harar reportedly decided
to involve the troops. The latter, I am told, was mainly acting
against the Issas, who had been confiscated of several hun

dreds of animals. During the operation the army itself would
havesufferedlosses of manpower and equipment ..." (Annex 4)

It is interesting to point out here the statements reported in his
letter by the Consul of France, who could not be suspected of
being hostile to Ethiopia, concerning the attitude of the Ethio

pian authorities in this conflict «..It is also said that at first
the local authorities were not dissatisfied with the struggle
that pitted the two tribesagainst each other,which offered the
army the opportunity to intervene against the Issas and reco
ver the weapons they would receive from the « Somali Youth
League » (SYL). The proportions taken by the case would now
worry the very people who may have created it." (Annex 4)

This tacticof pitting communities against each other and then

intervening and imposing its dictates is indeed an old habit
of colonial power. The Ethiopian government had used it in
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many occasions, incuding very recently in the grazing conflict
between Afars and Issas, during the TPLF-led regime.

The mention of the weapons that were supposed to be received
from the Somali Youth League (SYL) was also another tacie

that the Ethiopian government used frequently to justify its

abuses against the Somali population, including the Aysha'a

massacre, as it willbe seen later.

The Consul of France sent a series of letters and telegrams to

his hierarchy on what he called "The troubles in the region of

Errer" including a letter dated 28 July in which he informed

that "the clashes between the police and members of the tribe
of Issa are multiplying in theregion of Errer. LOsses would be

more severe on both sides. Some 40 wounded police and sol

diers were evacuated to hospitals in Diré-Daoua and Harrar

earlier this week. About 100 police officers from Addis Ababa

set up camp at the entrance to the provincial capital. These

events further widened the gap between Somalis and Ethio
pians".» (Annex 5)

The Consul of France in Harrar sent to his hierarchy (French
Embassy in Addis Ababa, French Ministryof Foreign Affairs

and Governor of CFS) at least two telegrams to inform them

of the movements of weapons. In his telegram of 20 July 1960,

he wrote, "TheGovernor General of Harrar informs me that

French-made weapons were found in the Ethiopian territory
in the possession of members of Issa tribes. Ethiopiarn author

ties believe they know that these weapons come from Dhikil."

» (Annex 6)

His telegram of 22 July 1960is more explicit «The Governor
General of Harrar, with whom I spoke last night, told me that,
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nition in the possession of the members of the Issa tribes

removed from our stores by a certain Wais Bouca, assistant
to the Commander of Dikhil Disctrict. Colonel Kefle asked

the Governor of Aysha'a tosend him some samples of these

weapons to facilitate the investigation ... I would like to be

able to give, as soon aspossible, to Colonel Kefle the necessary

reassurance concerning this issue " (Annex 7)

Thus, thecity of Aysha'a was suspected by the Ethiopian
thorities of being involved in this case. Further incidents were
reported by the Consul in the Awash region between the ar

med forces and the Somali population in late July 1960 and in
other Somalisettlements in early August 1960.

In a letter of 3 August, he underlines the seriousness of the
situation "It comes back to me that there would be a certain
state of ferment in the Ogaden. The hundred policemen who,

a few days ago, were camping at the gates of Harrar, were
reportedly directed to this area. On the other hand, it would
become impossible to travel at night on the roads that connect
Jigjigato the provincialcapital (Harrar)...(Annex 8)

An Egyptian newspaper, "The Republicof Cairo", also men
tioned in its number 26899, published on 5 August 1960, the
events that were taking place in the region a few weeks be

fore the Aysha'a massacre and reported "Violent clashes
between Somalis and Ethiopian armny unitsreportedly lasted
for weeks." According to the Journal, these events were due to
the accessionof Somalia to independence.

2. Djibouti-Dire-Dawa Train Assault
It was in this tense situation that the attack on the passenger
train No. 211 travelling between Djibouti and Dire Dawa took
place. It happened on 9 August 1960 at 4 a.m. at the Harr Pass
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six kilometers from Hadhagala and about 60 1 kilometers from
Aysha'a. Stones were placed on the track and thus the train

derailed.

Train deailment 1960: Photo Collection Edmond Davanier

Three people were killed, including the Chief of the depart

of the traction who was acting as the director in Dire

Dawa as well as a policeman and a fire fighter from the railway

Company. Seven minor injuries, including aFrench nun, were

also reported. The freight cars and passengers were looted by

theattackers and the nomads of the surrounding area who

had flocked tothe place.

Several some of
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his ambassador based in Addis Ababadated 12 August 1960.

rYesterday we may have had the impression that this could
only be an isolated act of banditry. Indeed, according to the

information gathered the case was set up by the Abane of the
Adhagala sector who thus wanted to revenge for the confisca

tion by the local authorities of a certain quantity of goods be

longing to him..t appears certain that the coup was the work
of membersof the Issa tribe. According to some reports, these

are the same ones who for almost two monthsalready have
been in the grip of the police forces of the Errer region. The
Issa circles here seem to disapprove the conduct of their "bro
thers" but, nevertheless, argue that the responsibilities lie with
the government, which they believe had massacred women
and children and their herds" (Annex 9).

This information perfectly matches up with the testimony of
Abdi Okie,who was part of the Somali region Liberation Front

in theprocess of constitution at that period (see Section on tes
timonies). During the interview we had with him, he confir
med to us that the attack on the train was by nomeans an ac
tion initiated or even encouraged by any Liberation Front but
rather a personal initiative of a trader named Husain Lahdil
(Laxdil), who had wanted revenge for the injustice he suffered
from the Ethiopian authorities. It is likewise quite possible that
the trader was able to easily mobilize in this operation people
who have been victims of the abuses of Ethiopian Authorities,
especially, in the Errer, as indicated in the letter of the Consul.
In a telegram dated 12 August, 1960, he wrote, « The number

of assailantsis estimated by the Ethiopian servicesat 600men.
They would have few rifles and, it seems, no weapons of war
(among the shots fired there were buckshot). The majority had
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only the daggers usually carried by Somalis in theregion. The

attackers looted the train but did not trytosystematically mas-

sacre the passengers, whether white or Ethiopian.»

The Consulreiterated this analysis in a letter of 12 August1960

to his Ambassador :

"...It should also be noted that the assailants, whose behavior

towards travelers was abhorrent, did not, as they had the pos

sibility, carry out a general massacre. The victims themselves
do not seem to have been chosen- The murderer of our compa

triot would have even expressed some regret for having killed

"an European... .» (Annex 10)

The Ethiopian government was quick to see it as an act of

Pan-SomaliMovement as noted by the Consul « The Ethio

pian authorities are now convinced that some of the attackers

from Somalia.On the other hand, they are increasingy
inclined to attribute responsibility for the incident to the ac

tions of the Pan-Somalis and, especially, to Mahamoud Harbi

and Goumane.»

The Consul was echoing the Ethiopian government's affirma

tion that more than 600 men were involved in the operaton
against the train and that large weapons had been brought

into the area to launch attacks against the Ethiopian armed

forces. These allegations seemed to be intended to prepare the

ground for a possible intervention of the army in Ayshaa and

its surroundings. They were confirmed neither by documents

we found in the Archives nor by the witnesses we have in-

terviewed. The attack on the train accelerated the sending o
large troops to Aysha'a, facilitating the requisition of trains

transport the soldiers and their equipment.
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3. Aysha'a martyred
The massacre is today largely attested by written documents

that were found in the French, British, Egyptian and the Soma
liachives. In the pagesthat follow, we will try toreconstruct

this historical event.

Encirclement, bombing and atrocities

On the 9 August, large troopsestimated to 500 soldiers were
sent to Aysha'a and its surroundingsto prepare for the inter
vention. The Consul of France in a telegram of 10 August re

ported that "The general commander of the region told me

that strong measures would be taken against the rebels Two
days later, hesent another telegram on 12 August in which he
indicated that "The Governor General of Harrar summoned
me today at 4 p.mn. to say that those responsible for the death of

Mr. Malevays, (the French killed in the train attack) were puni

shed. Asked by me if the personsinvolved had been captured,
Colonel Kefle replied,We have cleaned up the area between
Adhagalla and Aysha'a". He also told me that the operation

was continuing". (Annex 11)

Since 11 August, the town of Aysha'a was encircled by the
Ethiopian forces preventing the population from leaving and
kept the many nomads whoentered with theirs caravansinto

the mouse trap.
The killing began on the day of 12 August 1960. According to

some testimonies, the soldiers seemed to have a list of people
to eliminate as they, first, started by choosing the houses to
search.They entered in houses and asked for the heads of the
family whom they murdered in front of their wives and child
ren. Then, they searched the houses and courtyardsfor cash
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and valuable, threatening men and women to tell them the k

ding places. Unfortunately,even when they obeyed,,they were

not spared.

hi

Itwas an ethnic cleansing because it targeted only people per.

ceived as Somalis. While the massacre was taking place in the

cityplanes bombarded the nomadic camps, livestock and

rything that moved within an 80-kilometre operating radius,

a space where there was a large concentration of nomadic en
campments.These bombings were all the more deadly because

the nomads who lived in this open plain had no protection
place, i.e. forests, rocks or caves,to hideand shelter their fami
lies and their herds. The pilots appeared to have been trained

for this operation. They flew very low and swirled around the

herds to scare them and push them to cluster to single area

before dropping their bombs on the crowd to do maximum

damage.

In aletter dated 13 August 1960, the Chief Engineer for Public

Works in charge of local control of the Railway reported on

the situation as follows:

"On the 11August at 4 A.M. : Departure of a railcar with the

crew to carry out, supposedly, the first work of clearing the

track; the Director-General and I accompanied the railcar.The

Ethiopian inspector general who was invited by us did not

show up. Stones were on the track between Hadhagala and

Aysha'a. In theevening it was announced that Aysha'a was en

circled and gunfires around the town were heard. A huge stir

was observed at Diré-Daoua station. TheGovernor Generalof
the Province came to the news through phone after that one o

the Ethiopian station masters who had called the Palace had
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Two hours later, one death and the end of the shooting were

announced. The case had been exaggerated (perhaps not wit

hout areason by Aysha'a), butthere was great concern both in
the station and among the Ethiopian Authorities.

12 August : Departureof a new troop train. The number of mi
litary personnel in Hadagala was expected to be around 500.

On the same day, Ethiopian Air Force bombed on both side
of the railway line between Hadagala and the French Somali
Coast (CFS)border and troops were trucked to the bombed
site.The Governor General told the Consul of France that the

culprits had been punished. In fact, they were not captured
but the planes bombed everything that lived in the area. A first
Dire-Daoua-Djibouti train passed at the 196 km point mark at

around 3P.M..." (Annex 12)

According to eyewitnesses, the massacre in Aysha'a lasted for
several days. After killing the listed notables, traders, teachers
and religious leaders, the soldiers continued the massacre by
committing all sortsof horrors including women's rape.

At the exception of some radio stations and newspapers which
reported the event at that time, almost no documented account
has been published on the Aysha'a Massacre to our knowledge.

However,we have found four books which briefly mentioned

this tragicevent.
The first is abook titled "Colonialism, Hatred and Greed"by
the Egyptian Sheikh Muhammad Al Ghazali (4th edition in
2005), which refers to an interview with an eyewitness and
attests that the indigenous peoples of Aysha'a and its surroun
dings had suffered a crime against humanity perpetrated by
the Ethiopian armed forces. The b0ok also states that more
than 500 survivors had crossed the borders of Somalia and the

French Somali Coast.
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The second one is a booklet entitled "The Danot Incidents

published in 1961 by the Somaligovernment, which recals

eventsthat led to the killings of Aysha'a in its annex B "During
the night of the 11th August Ethiopian troops surrounded the

village of Aysha'a. A curfew was imposed on the village but

the nomads arriving unaware of this order were fired on wit

hout any preliminary warning. During the following morning
shops and dwellings were broken into by troops and property

looted. "Those who attempted to resist or protest were shot.

Order was not restored until the 15th August ... Hundreds

of refugees came into the Republic and the Government was

obliged to open a camp for their relief. Generous assistance

was forthcoming from the people whilst nation-wide demons

trations were made against this indiscriminate slaughter of

defenseless and innocent men, women and chi?ldren".

The third one is a book written by a Somali by the name of Ali
Ghalib Girre entitled "Ethiopia, From a Century of Obscurity

to Dawn of Democracy",published in 2006, in Addis-Abeba,

in which he wrote "The Colenel Kifle Edgetu, the Governor of

Aysha'a began his barbarism at five o?clock when people came

outof their houses to pray the morning prayer. He massacrea

all the peoplewho came for the prayer inside the mosque, no"

body rested from those who went for prayer early in the mor

ning atsix o?oclock when the people come out of their houses

for their business, ownersof restaurants, and as well as those

whorun for their bread wondering... After massacring all the

people they began to plunder the properties of the victims,

many shops, the furniture of the houses. After all that they

began to destroy and demolish the houses which until now

rested destroyed . "(Pages 80 and 81)
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The fourth book entitled "EvilDays : Thirty Years of War and
Eamine in Ethiopia" is authored by Alexander De Waal who
in page 80wrote « ... The inhabitants of the Ogaden received

litle from the Ethiopian government during the first decades

of the occupation except raiding parties. Following Indepen
dence in 1960, the Somali government set up the WSLF and
there was increasing agitation for the Ogaden to secede from
Ethiopia. The Ethiopian army immediately moved to set up
military bases in the area. Up to 500 civilians were killed when
the village of Aysha'a was destroyed to make way for a milita

ry post in August 1960 »>

According to the various cross-checks that we have under
taken, the number of victims of theAysha'a genocide is between

2,500and 3,000. This estimate is based on the following facts :

The size of Aysha'a's population which was estimated
between 15,000 and 20,000 inhabitants;

? The city's vocation as a commercial hub which attracted
hundreds of non-residents visitors;

? The preparation, at the time of the massacre, of a great reli
gious ceremony in memory of Sheikh Moussa Rijaal which
used to bring together each year, thousands of disciples ;

? The orders given to the Ethiopian imperial forces to exter

minate all Somali men over 16 years of age in and around

the city ;

? The encirclement and closure of the city which limited the

possibilities of escape

? The massacres, carried out by hundreds of soldiers, which
lasted for several days
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The killings perpetrated by the armored vehicles and the
troops on foot posted on either side of the rails.

Aysha'a Cemetery: Photo Committee 2021

Cadavers,Stench and Desolation

aradius
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Through out the time of the massacre and long after, the

corpses were left to rot in the street and in the houses. Even

ten days after the tragedy, witnesses who had travelled to

the town by train were astounded by an unbearable stench or

death which was emanating from the rotten corpses long be

fore they reached the city and saw its desolation.

This situation is confirmed by the Consul of France in a tele

gram of 15 September 1960 "Ihad an interview on 5 September

with Colonel Tessama Izineh who had just taken up his duties

as Governor of Dire Daoua. My interlocutor spoke at lengu
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about the clean-up operations that the Ethiopian army had

iustbeen carrying out in the region since the 9th of August ...

In Avsha'a, the colonel told me, the repression has been swift
and severe ;many corpses are still in the houses. Teams have

been sent to the town to take the necessary health care needs
.. (Annex 13)
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Historical Aysha Houses
Ruins in Aysha'a. Photo HTV

More than two weeksafter the massacre,the city had remained
frozen in horror. In his letter to his ambassador dated 28 Octo
ber 1960,the Consulof France wrote,"One of ourcompatriots

whojust spent two days inAysha'a told me that the city is

stilldeserted byits Somali inhabitants. Only some Ethiopians
and railway employees go about their business. The houses

are still in thestate where they were put by the massacres. My
informant counted adozen skulls littering the deserted streets

of the tOwn. It also comes back tome that the efforts under
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tobringthe Bedouins back to their camp have had litleeffects
taken by the authoritiessaand in particularthe|Emperor himself

.>(Annex 14)

Allthe steps taken by thee authorities to bring the Somali popu-

lation back to Aysha'a including the ordering of1 Dire Dawa's

traders to open shops in the abandoned city have failed

TheExodus of the Population

The massacre led to a major exodus of the survivors fo

French-occupied territory i.e. Ali Sabieh, Dikhil, Djibouti and

to Somalia i.e. AbdulKader, Sheikh, Hargeisa and Borama.

The Somali government's relief to the refugees who had es

caped andgone to seek refuge in Somalia was all the more

exemplary considering the fact that the country had just
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auired its independent barely a month and a half before the

Avsha'a Massacre. According to the testimonies gathered, the

Prime Minister,Abdurachid Ali Charmarke, himself had gone

with astrong delegation to visit the camps to ensure the care

of the wounded and the schooling of the children.

In the French Somali Coast (CFS), it was the Djiboutian po
pulation that provided relief to the survivors who had fled

to Diibouti. In a telegram to his Government dated 16August,

the Governor of CFS acknowledged that "The Refugees, espe

cially women and children, had already arrived in Ali-Sabieh
and Dikhil. Given the lack of resources, it is feared that we will
soon find ourselves facing a real refugee problem."(Annex 15)

The killings of the Ethiopian forces also affected Djiboutian
Somalis who happened to be on the other side of the border
during the tragedy. In a telegram of 17 August 1960, the French

Consul of DiréDawa alerted his hierarchy about thefate of
Djiboutians of Somaliorigin in Aysha'a "It is indeed possible
that nationals of the French Somali Coast who were in Ayshaa
were victims of the ruthless repressive measures taken by
the army and the police since the 10th of August. The news
which reaches me from this locality is stillconfusing. Howe

ver, it is confirmed that all the men in the village who were
unable to flee were shot. Only the employees of the station
seem to have escaped the massacre. ..On the other hand,secu
rity serviceson 14 August threw down all Somali travelers on
the Dire-Dawa-Dibouti train at Aysha'a station. It is probable
that these were shot. It is not excluded that there were CES

nationals among them. The railroad services are partly disor
ganized. Indeed, most of the Somalis who worked there have
disappeared (dead or on the run) and the others are asking to
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join Dire Dawa.The Somaliss in this city arethemselves terro-

rized by fear of reprisals" (Annex 16)

These abuses have led some members of the |CFSgovern-

ment to express solidarity with the victims and criticize the

local

complicit silenceof the French colonial administration.

Inthis regard, the Governor of CFS alerted in the same tele-

gram its hierarchy, "Following the repressive measures of

Ethiopians allegedlysuffered by the Issas from the CFs, the

emotion is very strong in the Issa community of Djibouti who

already consider that we agreed with Ethiopian exactions.

(Annex 14)

In another telegram of the same date, he stated that "The ter

ritory is calm, but the Somalis and the Vice-President of the

Territory are outraged by the methods used, which affected

some subjects of CFS. It is feared that the Member of Parlia

ment, whose upcoming arrival is being talked about, willtake

advantage of the current climate to create unrest.

The MP in question was probably Mahamoud Harbi, who had

been removed from office and had gone abroad to continue

the struggle for the territory's independence.

The vain attempts of compensation

The assacre of Aysha'a caused such a fear among the Somal

population that commercial exchanges in the region and espe

cially along the railway tooka long time to resume. The ins

bility thus created affected the country's economy andledtoa

reduction of the Ethiopian revenues from Customs.

The Ethiopian government tried to respond to the disastrou

consequences of its repression against the population byan-
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nouncing that those responsible for the massacre would be ar

rested and brought to trial. This propaganda announcement
was reported by the French Consul to Dire Dawa in a telegram
of 2nd September 1960 "It comes back to me that the Ethio

plan government has decided to arrest those responsible for

themassacre against the people of Aysha'a. It would be the
District Chief and police officers.... This decision is thought, to

be likely tocalm Somalicircles. It was allegedly taken mainly

o the purpose of depriving the Mogadishu Government of

Dringing the case before an international body..(Annex 17)

10appeasethe Somali population, Emperor Haile Selassie had
also promised to offer some compensation, as the Consul of
France pointed outin his letter of 10October 1960<«At the hea
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ring he granted the Issa Chiefs during his visit to

the Emperor told them that he had ordered measures to be

taken in favor of the victims of therepression against. Aysha'a.
The Monarch, in particular, indicated that he intended totake

care of the orphans, of this locality who willbe grouped i
Diré-Daoua. This measure had not received the favor of sll

theIssa leaders. Some saw it as a maneuver by the Ethiopian

Government to remove those young people from their envi.

ronment so that they can be given a purely Ethiopian educa

tion."(Annex 18)

ttoDiré-Daoua,

Despite the attempts of Haile Selassie and the local authori

ties, most of the Somali inhabitants of the city did not return.

For a long time, Aysha'a remained as a dead city and had not

regained its former dynamism. The abandoned houses thates

caped administrative or savageexpropriation had fallen into

ruins. However, in recent decades, thanks to the autonomy ac

quired with the institution of Federalism in Ethiopia and the

construction of new infrastructure, Aysha'a has started to re

emerge, benefitting from the increase of socioeconomic activi

ties in various domains.

4. A premidated State crime

The massacre of Aysha'a was planned and decided in high

places by the Ethiopian government of that time as showed by

the following facts :

The train attack on 9 August took place near Hadagalla, some

60 kilometers from Aysha'a, but it was the latter city that suf-

fered themassacre. As noted above, Aysha'a was already ee

pian forces ;

gnated as thetarget of the upcoming repression of the Ethio-
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The Ethiopian government, which had issued an ultimatum
totheOgaas to hand over those responsible for the attack, did
not wait for the result of the efforts it engaged. Barely three
days after the train was attacked, the town of Aysha'a was de

cimated ;

In order to execute its sinister plan of mass killings against
an innocent and unaware civilian population, the Ethiopian

government had spread before hand rumors of the existence
of an illegal arms trafficking from Dikhil to Aysha'a and of at

tacks by rebels of Pan-Somali Movement. These rumors could
not but only worry the French authorities who controlled the

Railway and as such facilitate their silence and complicity ;

The deployment of troops to Aysha'a and other Somali loca
tions had begun long before the train attack, which served pre

text to start the repressive operations. In addition, the Ethio
pian soldiers were ordered to target only the Somalis. Even
Djiboutian nationals of Somaliorigin but of French nationality
who were in Aysha'a or traveling by train at the time of the
massacre were not spared, as the authorities of the French So

maliCoast (CFS) had highlighted.

The massacre in Aysha'a was followed by the one at Danood
on 28 December 1960 and Dhagahbur on 27 March 1961,

which seemed to demonstrate the policy of collective punish
ment used by the Ethiopian government against the Somali
population because of their support to Pan somalism. In its
edition N° 56 of the 3rd September 1960, the Somali newspa
per "Horn of Africa" reported on the extension of the crimes

by the Ethiopian forces all over the Somali region as follows :

"After invading the Somali townsand villages located on the
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West of the country, they (Aby ssinians)hadcarried out wides-

pread, indiscriminate atrocities against the Somalis. Houses

and businesses werelooted, and no category of the society was

spared includingchildren, women, andlelderly. The Ethiopian

airforce itself participated in theimplementation of the geno

cide. In Dhagaxbuur, the Emperor's envoy summoned all the

:Shedding lighton a Hidden

Somali tribal leaders to inform them bluntly that " theEmpe-

ror's government had decided to deport all Somali Republic's
citizens out of the Empire's land and deny them their grazing

rights. In Qabridahar, the inhabitants had distributed leaflets

through which they were demanding the evacuation of the ar

med forces out of theirregion and also declared their intention

to get rid of colonialism and foreign subjugation when they

came to know the arrests by the Ethiopian authorities of 25

persons accused of inciting the population to rise against the

Empire."

5. A Hidden Genocide

More than 61 years after the massacre it is quite legitimate to

day to ask question about the nature and the impact of the

Aysha'a massacre, in thelight of the debates developed in re

cent decades on the crimes against humanity.

Therefore, given the deliberate intention to target only the

Somali population and the scale of the atrocities committed

againstinnocent civilians, what happened in Aysha'a in Au

gust 1960can easily be characterized as genocide according to

the criteria defined by the Convention for the Prevention and

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide adopted by the United

Nations on 9 December 1948 in New York. In this Convention,

genocide is defined as "any of the following acts committed
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with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic,

racial or religiousgroup, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;

a

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of

the group ;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated tobring about its physical destruction in

whole or in part ;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent birthswithin
the group ;

ther group.

(e) Forcibly transferring the children of the group to

The Convention condemns such a crime,whether committed

in time of peace or in time of war, and specifies that the sen

tences provided for are imprescriptible and are not subject to

time and place limitations.

Inhis article "Genocidal Violence in the Making of Nation and
State in Ethiopia", published in African Sociological Review,
(9, 2005, pages 1-54), Mekuria Bulcha wrote "There are three
general conditions under which a genocidal process can take

place. These are colonial conquest and occupation ; formation
of a new social order based on aparticular ideology and shifts
of power under conditions of deep social cleavage. These

conditions can overlap in some situations. This, for example,
is the case of the history of genocidal violence in Ethiopia...
While genocides committed in Africa are associated with co
lonialismn or explained as a consequence of consolidating the
post-colonial African state, Ethiopia, which according to most
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Well where bodies were thrown during the massacre. ComImittt's phoio

writers had avoided European colonial rule, is mentioned

along with Rwandaand other African countriesas a 'genoci

dalstate' in the works of many scholars (Rittner, Roth & Smith,

2002, Hendricks, 2002, Harff, 2002). For the last thirteen years
thousandsof officials and functionaries of the former regime

(DERG regime put in place by Mengistu Haile Mariam) have

been in prison accused of genocide and crimes against huma

nity».
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A| Witnesses'
narratives

he silence organized around this tragic event has not
prevented the Somalis to transmit this painful meme

ry through oral tradition, notably storytelling and poe

trv. Some Survivors and eyewitnesses have tried to tell this
tragedy through yet unpublished writings. While there have

been no published documents on this event so far, there are
witnesses's accountsthat have circulated by word of mouth

to preserve the memory of the atrocities experienced by the

victims.

It is some of these poignant testimonies that are presented in
this part. The persons we have interviewed provided us with
valuable details about the impact of the killings, the savagery
of the forces involved and the victims's attempts for survival.

Certainly, as with any painful memories collected long after
the fact, there may be confusion or inaccuracies about dates,
names and the course of the crime. But what matters in these
testimonies is that they give a voice to the victims themselves

and unfold their own interpretationsof this tragichistory.

"Recording this history may be a way of freeing survivors
from a heavy burden ; a painful memory they have tried
tokeep for more than 61years for their relatives and for
future generations. Remembering -this terrible story may
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have been an ordeal for them but perhaps also
and liberation. The witnesses whoshared

alsoa sighofrelief

their narrativesjn
this book have accepted to confronted their past. They all have

appreciated and supported our initiative to write about this

tragic event. We deeply tharnk them for their trust and hope

that we will deserve it. Interviewing and listening to these wit-

nesses was also for us an enriching and moving experieno
which reinforced our determination to shed light on this ge-

nocide. The transcription and publication of their testimonies

is a fundamental step in counterbalancing the coldness and

the bias of the archival documents consulted, often written bw.

external observers responding toother interests.

In doing this work of remembrance, we would like, through

the transcription of facts as they are told, to praise their resi

lient memory and narratives and pay tribute to all those

have not surviced the genocide.
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We are presenting in the following pages some of the narra
tives that we have collected in 2019 and 2020, hoping that other

researchers willcontinue to collect other key information that

Could one day be used for the memorial or museum to be de

dicated to this genocide.
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IDRISS ALI BORE

Idriss Ali Bore Uas 10 years old
at the time of the massacre.

Heis retired and lives
in Geneva, Switzerland.
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oas a teacher in Somalia and after the Ethio-Somali war

of 1977 I moved to Switzerland where I held different

functions such as application and system programmer,

project manager, database nanager in 1T companies, intera.
tional banks and the International Comnmittee of the Red Crose

... The school was closed the month of August ;as usual.,I

came to Djibouti for the Holidays. It was around 5:30 to 6:00

PM, on the 12th August when I sawa crowd of business toomten

("sharshaari") crying and veping, outside the Arab shops, in

place Rimbaud in Djilbouti. As a curious child, I joined the oo
men to find out why they were weeping and asked questions to

some of them. Then one of the women responded to me and said,

"The militariesare killing the people in Aysha'a and there are

a lot of armed soldiers surrounding the town". Without even

considering the risk, andsharing the information with anyone

else, Idecided, to take the train, the next morning...

. The next day on the 13th August, at around 4 :30 to

5:00A.M, my brother, Abdi Ali Bore, hired a horse-cart, packed

the goods on it, with the helyp of the driver, and took me to the

railway station. There, we founda trusted man, who happened

to be my uncle, Mohamud ElmiWaberi, arranged the goods u

der my seat, and bid me goodbye. The train stopped at Ali Sa

bieh, the town was crowded with people fleeing Aysha'a. On the

other hand, Danwanle the border city in Ethiopia, was crovded

with heavily armed military, nervous and on a perpetual mote

ment. Then the train startedto roll towards Aysha'a. The train

zwhistled three times, as usual, yet not a single person appeare

on the horizon. There was a lot of army, moving lipand down,
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toall directions. The train stopped and I was theonly person to

ot off thetrain, that day. The train started to roll touwards Dire
get
Dawa and all the travelers were looking at me.

.Ileft the goodsat the railway station and started walking

honte. There were only armed soldiers, military trucks and Ame
rican jeeps,moving to diferent directions. As Irushed forward,
thecontinuous whistling of bullets from diferent directions, the

pounding of the military boots and even the noises of my new

sandals started weighing on my nerves and frightenedme.

So I took off my sandals and continued towards my desti
nation bare footed. After turningseveral streets to avoid the

soldiers, I encountered the first military group, sitting in the

middle of aroad, trying to share their loots and yelling to each

other, like wild dogs. I immediately turned back and ran as

fast as Icould and took another wayto home. Liuckily, Iknew
Aysha'a very well. I passed in front of a house,near the school,

Isaw the first dead woman dressed in red, face down, and I
thought she had been murdered shortly before for her body was

not yet suwollen. I knew that woman and her two daughters very

well, and ifI am not mistaken, her nanme was Sadiya.

After 15 minutes of changing directions several times, cros

Sing many dead bodies, both men and women in the compounds
and in the streets, some blocking the snall streets and forcing
me to pass over them, Ireached home safely, but the door was

t0delyopen and myfather was sitting on a chair, surrounded by

Miore than 30to 40 men and women. I think they were waiting
for me. Myy father stood up and said, "There, he is, I told you
that he is on the train". Then, I murmuredsomething inaudible
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like, "opening of the school ... " which certainly no one heari

except me. Then my uncle, Waber Dider Warsame (cousinof my

father) came towards me and said to myfather, "let him, he will

take his chance (iskadhaaf, nasibkiisu qaadidoonaaye ").

Ataround 8:30 to 9:00 A.M the next day, my father asked

me to accompany him to the railway station for he was inten
ding to leare Aysha'a, with all his family, and travel to the en

campment of is second wife,somewhere between Las Hadhand

and Hadhagala. My father asked the station manager if there

was a train that day and the station manager greeted him,re
turned to hisoffice, phoned someone, came back and said to us,

"there is no train, today".

Around 16 : 00 PM, while passing near the house of Hosh

Duale, I heard the boots of two soldiers talking loudly and ap

proaching and I, immediately, dashed into the house, wherea

woman and her 5 children were hiding inside. Allthe business

owners in Aysha'a knew this poor family, who recently came to

Aysha'a, as a result ofsuccessivefamines, and I personally used

todistribute alms,every Friday. When Iheard the footsteps of

one ofthe soldiers heading towards us, I hid under the bed and

the fivechildren joined in the hideout and surrounded me.

The room had no windows and was very dark. Then the sol-

dier turned to the woman and said in abroken Somali, "aacay

oday, aawoay, oday". (Where is your husband?) "Oday ma liht,
masaakintii Ayshaca nahaye". (I have no husband, we are the

poor peopleof Aysha'a), the woman replied. When the poute
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sprang out from under the bed and went outside, leaving me

aloe. Then the soldier thought the father should still be under

the bed and returned with his gun and vith the bayonet and
nOssed it several times, from one side of the space under the

hed to the other, slightly touching my legs. I hugged my body

against on the wallbehind me, inorder toavoid being detected

bu the killer's bayonet. The position was really unsustainable :

profusely sweating, heavy drops ofsweat driyping frommy face

and tired of standing on the tips of my toes. Fortunately, he

censed searching for the father, lined his gunagainst the bed and
started raping the woman, while Iwas still under the bed. She

nsstrong enough and threw him,with all her might, against
the wall behind him and rushed out of the room. He ranafter

her, and caught her behind the house, because I heard the wo

man weeping,screaming, and inmploring for help by saying re
peatedly, "Toll la'ay, Toll la' ay".

Then Icame out and ran towards the place where I left my

father this morning, i.e. in front of Haji Ismail Awalle 's shop.

After too many difficulties, I reached the shop but it was closed

and Iwent directly to Hasan Qooti's Restaurant. There I found
my big brother,Mohammed AliBore, whom I left at home, this

morning. He informed me that my father was taken to the police

station, this morning at around 10:00 A.M, and he never reap

peared ... Few days earlier, Ihad heard from people saying that
the houses belonging to Train Company, around the railway

station, were not attacked by the military and people could es

cape from there, at night. So, I advised my brother to accompany

me to Farah Dalmar's house, but my brother was reluctant and

0as repeating, "the war is finished, we willsoon go home".
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g01s, Dalmar's

house despite the yelling of the soldiers guarding the railuay

station. The women and the children, inside the house, started

crying, weeping and asked without opening the door, "Who o

there?" I told them myname and our neighbor, the wife of Al:

Diriye, opened the door and hugged me and said, " we were told

that you were killed".

Then I greeted him for the last time and went under several .
crossed the rails and knocking the door of Farah

She took me under her protection, fromthat day on. At

around 20 :00 P.M an old Somali policeman, rather, a guar

diancane to our hiding houseand informed us that my father

was shot by asquadron at the police station between 12 :00 and

13 :00 P.M. My brother,Mohamed Ali Bore, was killed in Has

san Qooti's restaurant, where I left him.

The train stayed longer than usual, there were at least 20

to 25 people hiding in Farah Dalmar's house with me, no one

Was making the slightest noise - not even the babies. We were

wondering whatwas haypening outside, Why the train was still

at the station ? Abruptly, at around 13 :00 to 13 :30 PM, Ue

heard several shots, just behind the wall, in frontof me. Ohue

of the men, near ne, climbed the wall and watched the horrible

scene ofa direct assassination occurring below him, in front of

all the travelers in the train. Two persons were shot, and one

wns my young cousin, Abdi-Hayaan Ahmed Bore (disguisedin
woman's attire), the other was Hassan Fadan Kawaaliye (with

a Frenchpassport), whotried to save mycousin by disguisiis

him as his wife. Then Irecognized the cry of my.young CoUstin

requesting for oater, repeatedly, saying, "biyo, biyo," nter
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water, and the murderer shot him on the head at a point blank,

avd said, "inka wuha - hoo biyaha (here take the water !Since

Jcould not cry, Iwept silently and tried to climb the wall, but I
was not permitted by the adults and the wife of Ali Diiriye, my

guardian angel. Iwas s0 upset hat day, Ikept shedding tears

amd sobbing without crying the whole day, and I can affirm that

-Ihave learned howto cry without crying sincethat day. Then

the train left for Djibouti without Hassan Fadan Kawaaliye,

oho sacrificed his life for a member of my family. I sincerely

thank him and his entire family from the depth of my heart.

Ataround 10:30to 11 :00 P.M in the evening, thedaughter

of Ibrahim Dankali came to my hiding house, saw me and said

textually, "Waryaa, sow adigaiskanool ! Ina adeerta Habiba
Waberi ayaa raadinaysa wixiireer Boreh ka nool. Waxay lahayd

ldrisna waa ladilay"? "(Hey, you are still alive. Your cousin,
HabibaWaberi issearching for the survivals ofBore family. She

was saying that you were murdered, too").

Few minutes later, my cousin burst into the house in ohich

Iwas hiding trembling, weeping, and started crying as soon as

she sawnme alive. She hugged and embraced me tightly witlh all
her force, kissed me allover, while at the same time, recounting,
repeatedly, the names of the members of the family murdered

1n the operation, including her own father, Waberi Dider War

Same.

She covered me with her shawl (shalmad), took me to the

train and hid me under her seatin the train. That day, there

Were no more whistling of the bullets. Iwas not at ease under
the seat and was becoming more apprehensive as long as the
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train remained still at the station, because that horrible traond.

-killing of youngcousin Abdi-Hayaan Ahmned Boreh and Hae

san Fadan Kavaaliye, was haunting me and resonating in mu

mind. I was a little relieved when the train left Aysha'a. I stayed

under the seat till my cousin asked me to come out, just before

arriving Hadhagalla. After a few hours, without any obstacle.

we arrived at Dire-Dawa safely, but not assured because the

swarming with armed military and most of the people.

inside and outside the railvay station were also terrorized like

US ...
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HABIBO
SUBANEKAYAD

She was 10 yearsold
at thetime of Aysha'amassacre.

Shecurrently resides in Dire Dawa.
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F had been attacked the day before Thursday

The bullets whistled all night until

was inour courtyardwas broken down and five relatives were killed in o

dawn. The next day, Friday morning, the do

(Yussuf Kayad Buh, Jama Wais, Waberi Jideel, Jiqlakar and ano-

ther employee of Jama Wais).

their bodies dragged outlike aninmals. IIhad personallyfollooed

...

Thentheir feet were bound

the bodies. To a soldier who knew0 me, I asked where he togs

going to throw them. I fellon the bodyof the elder Bubaker. the

grandfather of Abdi Jibril with his dagger lying near a garbage

can ...They buried him near the cemetery. All the other bodies

had been thrown into two pits used for garbage disposal. There

were bodies everywhere. It wasonly on the third day that the

railway coolies were called to bury the bodies in the garbage pits

to avoid the smell ...

...At that time, I was a little girl and we lived in an Amhara

neighbourhood. I wore ashort Amhara dress and ranaround.

And when we went upstairs, it was said that Abdillahi Yastn,

Ali Bore, Ahmed Bore and his son had been taken near the school,

near a pit. I and other Amhara girls went there together. Perse

nally, I sawthem killed there. They shot them and threw themt

into the pit. They were buried in these three places (near the

cemetery and in two garbage pits)..

When the other soldiers had entered the town to see those

who were shooting at them, they did not see anyone ; they tien
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killed people. When the othertown looted houses and killed soldiers
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arrived, people were told to open the stores and resume their

1ork. But this resumption of work made it possible toidentify
Hhe few whoremained alive. They were killed the next day. Then

in the end, they threw their bodies into the pits. Yes, two pits in

ohich garbage was thrown and which were near the cemetery.

I can stillsee the exact place . MyGod !These people were not

spared anything !
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MUSA ISMAIL
BUH(HAMARGOD)

He was 23 years old
at thetime of the massacre.

He currentlyresides in Dire Dawa.
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Tworked at the Franco-Ethiopian Railway Company ovd

was assigned to Aysha a station in 1957 as a telepho

operator.

and

At the time, the freight train used to leave Dire Dawa ow

Tuesday, and the passenger train used to go to Djibouti the

same day. They crossed each other. Iwanted to take the freiolks

train from Dire Dawa to Mille. My Amhara friend, in charo

of the radio with whom I was staying, had been transferred to

Dire Dawa. People wereafraid and there was sone tension in

the town but Iwas with an Amhara fanily ..

... On Tuesday, the train I was to take was ready to leave.

with all the goods loaded and some passengers but we had no

news of the passenger train. The telephone operator and the

head of the train station said they had not heard anything since

the train had left Lugdahar. The radio was cut off. At 8 o'clock in

the evening, we were still without any news. A plane was sent

tosearch for the train along the railway. It took pictures of a

derailed train between Hadhagalla and Lugdahar and surrout

ded by many people, as if it had stopped in a town. In fact, they

were nomnads whohad come from nearby camps to loot the train,

including containers of clothes and shirts that they had put on

top of each other, and which gave a mixture of colors similar to

military outfits ...

...After examining the photographs, the army was called to
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the rescue. 400 soldiers, incuding 200 commandos, were dis-

patched to the scene. Each group had its own command, headed

by a colonel. The freight train was emptied ito load the 400sol-
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dierss and transport themtoo Hadhagalla. They joinedthe passen-

ger train and cleared its passage, which was blocked by stones,

and then the convoy arrived in Assal. 200 soldiers remained

i Hadhagalla. Rumors circulated about the murder of a white

manduring this event ...
On Wednesday, anAmhara policeman came out ofAysha'a

and saw nomads on the move. Fearing that they would cross the

Soyzali border, he ordered themn to move towards Aysha'a. They

refused, killed him,and crossed the border. The body of the dead

soldier was brought back to Aysha'a...Af that time, most of the

region's authorities were in Diré Dawa, because the Western

ambassadors residing in Addis Ababa had come there to identify

the body of the white man..

On Wedesday afternoon, the body of the Amhara poli

ceman was buried in Aysha'a in the presence of all the commu

nities leaving in the city. KasahunMekuria, the administrator

of the city of Ayshaa made a speech in which he informed the

population that what happened in Hadhagalla did not concern

them. As for the policeman whowas buried that day, he said
that he himself had provoked the altercation he was the victim
0f. He asked everyone to go home and not to go out again that

night...

... The head of the Aysha'atrain station wasan Issa Walaal
don named AliFarah. Kasahun asked him to go home. He told

him that if he was called by radio, he will warn him himself.

Allthe company'semployees
jobs...

loyees had alsobeen released from their
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Wednesday evening around 7: 00 P.M,
Amhara friend, Kebrebe Haylemariam, an Issack man nammod

Omar Musa and an Arab train conductor named Mohamed

Ahmed, we were in the cafeteria near the station with a perso

nalitynamed Yohanes Tedros ; A man of a certain age who hod

just returned from the place where the white man's body

found and who wasrecounting the speeches of the ambassadors,

especially that of the French ambassador. A young telephone

operator, Yohanes Bayu, came running to us and informed us

that Aysha'a had been attacked by the Somalis, that there

war there. We wentto the station telephone and the oldest of us,

Yohanes Tedros, picked up the receiver, but we were all around

him and could hear perfectly what was being said. He called

Kasahun who said they were being attacked by Somalis, that

bullets were coming from allsides and he wanted to know if they

wOuld be rescued or if they had to surrender ...

... myself, my

was

.. That day (Wednesday afternoon) Haile Selassie was in

Dire Dawa, back from Harrar. Yohanes wanted to warn a French

official present at the station in Dire Dawa, but my friend Ke

brebe interrupted him by askinghim it was the Ethiopian au

thorities who should be warned first. So he called the office of

the personin charge of the city of Dire Dawa and very quickly

he putthe receiver back down saying "it's the Emperor ! If's the

Emperor !". My friend Kebrebe grabbed the handset and spoke

to the Emperor's assistant towhom the latter seemed to hare

passed the handset in the meantime, explaining thesituation...
We thencalled Kassahun back. In less than 10 miutes, an arny

general came in a jeep, dangerouslydriving and braked sudden
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and demanded to speak to Aysha'a. Kasahun told himthesame

thing. The General then asked us to call Hadhagalla. He asked

tospeak first to the.head of the police andthen to the head of the

PPU who was there, introducing himself beforehand. It seems

to me that he said his name was Tadesse. Hesaid to each of the

chicfs of corps, "Goinmediatelyto Aysha's, don't ask yourself

ifhe is tall or short, manor woman, you shoot"..

There was aplace called Warabob, not far from Aysha'a,

ehere when the vehicles stopped in the evening, their head

lights were visible fromthe city. When the policeand military
pelhicles left Warabob and their headlights illuminated Aysha'a,

Kasahun gathered the police and all the armed Amharas and or
dered them tosearch the touwn. He told them that as soon as they

heard gunshots, they had to fireback ... Shortly afterwards, Ka
sahun Mekuria fired into the air and they all started shooting.
The Ethiopian army landed inthe midst ofall this shooting.

The 200policemen entered the city while the200 military
Surrounded the city. They spent Thursday executing the ma

cabre massacre. On Friday, Kasahun Mekuria issued a list of

men tobe executed ..

... .Aysha'a was a very commercial city, with large clothing
StOres. The Amharas were very numerous in the city and were

Ihtegrated. They were mostly civil servants. There were no mi
litary atthat time. The Aysha'a train station was as important
as the one in Dire Dawa. It was very frequented by the great
Merchants and notables such as Haj Ahmed Bore, Haj Ali Bore,

Haj Duale Dheere, Haj Ismail Wayrah, Haj Ismael Awale, Haj

Ali Dalmar and many others who are notsO well known ...
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... Ihad read in a newspaper that at the beginning of 1959

Haile Selassie had given the order to hold aspecial conference

on Ethiopia'ssecurity inHarrar in June. Itis often said that

Aysha'a collapsed in 1960, but for me it was in 1959 that he

fate of the citywas sealed politically.Haile Selassie had said om

that occasion that the dream of the Somalis was being realized

through the independence of Somalia scheduled for July of the

following year, and that it was inperative that decisions be taken

in the interest of Ethiopia. All officials, civilian and military, in

charge of cities bordering Somalia participated in this meeting.

For Aysha'a, it was Kasahun Mekuria and the Chief of po

lice, Chambol Hangof, who had participated in this meeting.

Kasahun was a tall, light-skinned man with a slightly crooked

mouth, and the Somalis called him "Afinaroor," (crooked

mouth). Chambol had a scar on his cheek and was nicknamed

"Canjeeh, " (scarred cheek). Upon their returnfrom the security

meeting, they implemented the decisions taken, namely:

? The restriction of movement along the borders between

Ethiopia and Somaliato facilitate control ;

? Theadministration of the "Reserved Areas" by an Amhara

who was knowledgeable of the habits and customs of the

Somalis ;

? Thepreparation of events in three cities near the border,

namely Aysha 'a, Dhagahbuur and Dannood.
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ABDI

OKIE ADAR

Hewas 26 years old
at thetimeof the massacre.

He currentlyresides in Djilbouti.
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n 1960, I joinedthe liberation movement of Somali ter-

ritories under colonial domination. I was imnprisonedI
for my resistance activities in Jigjiga and Djibouti. I

wasemployed at Djibouti lnternational Airport until I retired

.The soldiers started shooting and killing people inside and

outsidethe houses. As for the nomads, soldiers had gone out of

all the villages and townsalong the railway (Biki, Erer, Hur
so, Diré Dawa, El Bahay, Harrawa, etc.) to kill all those they

encountered on their way : men, women, children and the li

vestock. There were tanks, planes, troops on foot. The planes at

tacked the livestock at close range, especially cattle and camels,

which felllike this (a gesture signifying en masse). Among the

animals and people, nothing was spared. No place was spared.

From Hawvas, Afdem, Biki, etc., soldiers had gone and invded
the bush to massacre and pillage the Issa nomads..

The Administrator of Hadhagalla had refused to kill lis
constituents, while the Administrator of Aysha'a had agreed

to massacre his own... The massacre in these various places

had lasted from 3 to 4 months. Faced with the combined at
tacks of troops on foot, tanks and planes, the nomads had fled

the plains,everywhere from Gahwi to Badhiwein, to take refiuge

inthemountains. Survivors of the massacre fled to Abdulkader

inSomalia, where the Somali State took care of all school-ge

children and put them in schools. Refugee fmilies from Aysha a

had been rescued by nomads and Issas from Somalia who picked

themup with trucks, sometimes across the border (Ethiopia
side).After the death of the leader (Mahamud. Harbi), we stayed

three years near Abdulkader. We had no one to train us, n0 On

togive us anything....
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SAID

DUALE IDLE

He was 10at the timeof the massacre.

Engineer and cartographer, he worked
at the Djibouti Ministryof Transport.
He is nowretired and lives in Djibouti.
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A
mong those killed, there was Hassan Fadan Kawa-

lie, JamaArre. Only one of his sons, Ibrahim Jome
Jama

. Arre, is still alive. There was Said Ahmed Beyra

whose family, three sons and his wife, had come to take refuo

in Abdulkader. There was also Abdillahi Yasin Farah. His fa-

mily composed of three sons, three daughters and his wife had

taken refuge in Abdulkader.Among hissons, one nicknamed Ali

went toCanada, another vent to Australia and the other died

in France. There was also Aden Adawe, Haji Osman Duale, the

paternal uncle of Yussuf Omar Duale. Among those killed, there

was also my maternaluncle lgue Buh and so many others...
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Igue Buh had a busness in Aysha'a ; his family had not

come toAbdulkader for they had fled into the bush.. Iwas in

Abdulkader at that time. I started the 2nd year ofmy schooling

there. We had heard of an incident that had happened before

the Aysha'a massacre, the train derailment provoked by Husain

Lahdil. People had left the city when the first military reinfor

cements arrived. They had said that the Ethiopians were prepa

ring thenselves to punishAysha 'a. Somali State (Mogadishu

and Hargeisa) was informed. They had sent people to collect

information. They had come back to say that the rumors were

true and that the citywas Surrounded.

At that time, the Somalistate was weak. It had only been

independent for fortydays. They had sent a truck of20 soldiers.

About ten other soldiers were stationed at Abdulkader. During

the day, the soldiers left for the border to listen to the people

those who were fleeing ...The inhabitants of Abdulkader were

ready towelcome the refugees whowere from the same comti
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wihy, They had agreed on the steps to follow. They had contri
nity.
buted to arrange existing empty houses to accommodate future

refugees...

The first to arrive were the people who had fled indivi
dually. We had listened to them to understand what they had

mitnessed. They had given a lot of information. The town of

Aysha'a was a comnercial hub between Somalia, Ethiopia and

Dibouti. There were many people presentthere to buy supplies.

.. Somali soldiers were going close tothe border. They were

stationed on the bank of the Beyo Cilaan wadi. They spent the

night 25 km from Abdulkader to take shelter. The inhabitants

prepared,and sone men were staying with the soldiers.

The city was ready to receive the refugees. Among them was

Daher Issa Ali, my uncle's younger brother. He went there eve

ry daybecause he knew how to handle weapons. He had joined

the first Parliament of Somaliland. Many inhabitants accompa

nied the outings of the army. The refugees were driven by the

army to Qabri Gaheyr located between Aysha'a and Abdulka
der. The Aysha'a-Abdulkader distance is 61 kn. There is 20 km

between Aysha'a and the border and 41 km between the border

and Abdulkader. The inhabitants of Abdulkader came to pick
the refugees up there and took them away after having looked

after and fed them. Iwitnessed it. We, the school children had

taken care of frightened, devastated, barefoot people. They

dressed and treated at Abdulkader's hospital. We wrote down

their names to give them to the Elders of the city...

were

... The town of Aysha'a had been surrounded. Additional
SOldiers were broughtby train. People were not allowed to leave
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the city. It was only after that that the city was attacked, Those

who were in their houses were ordered to open the door and

killed. Those who circulated outside were killed outside.

The people visiting the city had taken refuge in the restau-

rants. Doors were broken to find them. The people outside were

first killed then the houses were attacked one after the other.

People over the age of 18 or able to use a weapo were killed.

They mostlykilled nen. Many of my friends had been disguisei

as women so that theycan leave the town. The youngest tvere

Spared. The massacre had lasted a week if not longer. Later I
heard that the bodies had been thrown into a large pit. People

had left the town in severalways. Therewas a gentleman who

had tried to protect hinmselffrom the bullet with his hands. The

bullets had crossed his hand. He joined us in Abdulkader with

a bloody hand...

The soldiers were arriving by train. Among the dead oere

my family who lived there, the families of my class?mates. For

example, SulaimanHasan Fadan; we were in the same Koranic

school in district 6 and Iknew his father. Said Ahmed Belan ;

I was in the same Koranic school as him in Aysha'a in 1959 for

15 days. Yusuf Omar Duale ;I used to go down to his neighbo

rhood, he was next door toa man called Khaire. who lived in the

same subdivision. This manwas killed. This is how I learned

about the massacre....

... The death toll was recorded by Daher Hersii Ali Allama-

gan, another maternal uncle. Hewas literate : because hee had

joined the British Colonial Army bysaying that he was 18 when

he was only 15in 1943. In Abdulkader, he wrote downinforntt-

I112



PART 3: WITNESSES NARRATIVES...

tionon the.dead. He removed fromthelist those whose death was

not confirmed. According to Dahir Hersi at least 1002 people

Were noted the names of the victims onthe regis-
ter used at,t the time by the school. Hekept this register with him

when he. moved. It was thefirst thing he put in his travel bag....

killed. He had

In 1988, he still had the register with him in Zeila. He

nNs the Mavor of this city. We were there for Eid el Fitr with

anokal, General Subagle andamaternal cousin. He had asked

me to bring him the okal Ina Farah Qore. The Elder had been

brouglht to him. At that moment, Iknew he had the register with
him because he had indicated to me where it wvas stored.

While keeping the register in this way, the SNM front
entered Zeila during the civil war in Somalia and people had

fled the coast but once they reached the heights they could not

adance. My uncle then contacted the SNM to tell them that
as Mayor of the City of Zeila, he was going to bring back his

constituents. On the day of Eid in 1989,while hewas heading

towards Guestir on Maan Daaha hill, Dahir Hersi was trapped

by a mine at11 :30 A.M.He was killed by the explosion of this

mine. He had the register with him. He died there with tuo
other people. The nomads who had come to his aid had only
taken care of hinto organize his burial.

.. ln this register were recorded only the dead, and not the

00unded. There were a lot of injuries like the guy who took a

bullet in his hand, Arreye. VWhen we nmade a comparison, the
dead were more numerous than the wounded....

*. Saad, one of Dahir Hersi's sons, can confirmtheexis
tenceof the register. He is at Asha'ade. He told me he had taken
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the register zwith him. He had planned to go to Maan Daaha

and Sheiklh Issa. He was expected therethat day. The Issa of the

region had placed their trust in him. I told him to leae Hle

Issa amongand proposed to himto drive him later toSheikh Issa a

his commnunity. He was on his way to this place. He had lic

belongings with him.. Thesons and daughters of Dahir Hersi

are alive: Husain Dahir Hersi, Abdo Dahir Hersi. They are

numerous; More than ten. They live here. There are tw0 in 4L

Zeila area. One works in Customs in Asha'ade and the other is

inLoyada. Everyone else is here in Djibouti.

Iwas often with the Elders of Abdulkader, among whom

there was Omar Qaadi and my other maternal uncle, Aw ama

Dirie. I listened to their stories and that was how I found out

what had haypened. It is believed that the reasons for the mas

sacre were primarily the train derailment by Husain Lahdil. It

zoas after this derailment that the Amhara prepared themseles.

Second, Aysha'a was a place where people were very aware of

their Sonmali identity. Contributions to the SYL Party were en

trusted toaman called Roble Dhegjar, the father of Fuad Roble

Dhegjar. He used to goto Abdulkader to take a car to bring the

contributions toHargeisa. He used to come back with a receipt

from SYL, People were politically awake.

In 1959, the League of Nations had sent a Commission of

Inquiryto find out about the people's claims. There was a dele

gation from Aysha'awith them. All ages had signed the petition.

It is for these reasons that thecity was massacred. The Amhara

denied the Somalis any self-determination saying that the So-

malis will have a state when the donkeys will have horns. The
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genocide was to piut an end to

aftcted

end toany aspiration for self-determi

..The repression didInnotjust affect Aysha'athat year. It also

Danood and Dhagaxbuur, although it is possible that
here were fewer casualties, as Aysha'a wasabig city. All those

rs Hhe Somalis were repressed. The reports sent fromn Zeilayearsthe
and Berberato, Aden in 1887 and 1888 show the way in which

ilhe Abyssinians behaved with the Somalis.... The massacre took

nlace in town butalso in the bush. It was somethingconstant.

For Avsha'a, most soldiers were transported by train. They en

tered and then dispersed throughout the city. Those who exe
cuted people came from Harrar. They left by trainas soon as

they had finished their dirty work.

There were not many soldiers stationed in Ayshaa. Those

who killed people and those whowatched outside the city came

from elsewhere. People were shot dead. Those outside were first
killed and then the houses were attacked in a systematic oay to

search male adults and shoot them. The killing took place du

Ting the day. At night, they only killed those they found walk

ng around. There were hooded people with them whose identity
was hidden.... I can say that the massacre lasted 10 days, the

numberofdays the city was surrounded andthe number of days

theinhabitants were executed from10 up to12 days. This is my

personal estimate.. The Amhara gathered the dead and then

meo them in a pit, I heard about a nass grave located near
theirbarracks.

..InAbdulkader, the refugees were installed in the houses

andthe aidl collected was distributed to them. Food had also been
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sent by the Somali State. Af thatt time, solidarity existed. The

towns in the North of Somalia were asked to help therefuges.

The city of Hargeisa had sentalot ofclothes, sheets, and|blankets,

some of them new. They also sent children's clothing. They had

also added lots of money they had collected. When the refugees

had all of this, we the inhabitants were a little jealous(laughs).
Atthat timne, Hargeisa had just gained independence.... Later

Abdirashid AliCharmarke had come to Abdulkader. Irememher

he hugged orphans one after another, crying.

... There were only twoclasses at Abdulkader. Those znho

were to be educated flled the classes where a few students were

missing. The grown-ups had joined our classes. Anong them

were Sheik Omar Haji Isnael, Aynane and Yusuf Omar. For

thelittle ones, we created a new class. The others waited until

the follouwing year to go to class. The older ones, Duale Ali Ho

gweyne, AbasAhmed Bore, joined the upper classes in Hargei

sa. Duale and Ali Hogweyne were taken to Amud. That wns

how education was provided to the survivors' children...

... The rest of the money collected to feed people had been

deposited ina bank in Hargeisa. The people ofAysha'a had re

ceived an allowance of 60 shillings per month. At that time, the

shilling was worth 30 Djiboutian Franc. Men were especially

responsible for this. This allowance was being distributed until

people could recover..

There are many survivors among the people whose

fathers were killed. Among the refugees, there are several peop

stillalive:jfor example, Abdi Jama Farah ... Few; peoplehave re
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turned tolive in Aysha'a. Among them there were those people

expelled fromDjibouti in 1967...

No town can replace Aysha'a ... In 1959, I stayed there

for 15 days. The inhabitants were very numerous. There were a

lot of voung people in thestreets. There were over 10,000 resi

deuts. The amhara were not very numerous. They were soldiers

and officials with their families. They lived near the railroad

tracks. It was a very busy city. The streets were crowded in the

morning... Yusuf Omar wrote something about that. His pa

ternal uncle had been killed. Yusuf is now deceased....

...People have been traumatized and had kept the silence for
along time. It was only after 1977 that people raised their heads

alittle bit. Before that, they were devastated and humiliated...

... Itook down the names of the fathers of my classmates

who were murdered, and Idid so recently. In the late 1990s,

people began to talk about the need to write the story of Aysha'a.

Among Abdulkader's students from Aysha'a, I noted in a note

book those who are alive :

? Ahmed HajiIsnael Awale,

? Sahal and Mohamed Haji Ismael Niur

? Mohamned Hasan Fadan Kawaliye,

? Ibrahim Jama Arre

? A son of the Abdillahi Yasin'sfamily

? lbrahim Khaire,

? Ismael, Aliand Omar llmi Aw Muse
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YUSUF
OMAR DUALE

YusufOmar was around 10 years old
at the time of the massacre.

He became a diplomatand served
as Djiboutian Ambassador to Yemen and India.
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Fusuf Omar passed away in 2015. He has started

writing an unpublished book, in Somali lan

guage, on Aysha'a massacre from which

haveextracted the following testimony".

Y:

.. Why did Aysha'a pay for the train incident, which was

attacked in Habago, near Hadhagalla? In fact, Aysha'a

already targeted by the Ethiopian authorities because it oas a

living city and its inhabitants were evolved ("ilbax"). They hod

zoriten a letter to the United Nations in 1948 calling for the

recognitionof their people's right to self-determination..

... Before the massacre, many soldiers were sent to the citu.

Theywere installed in the so-called "Cawro Eeg" district and

near the big prison....The city's policemen had dug large holes.

When asked why they did it, the authorities said, "It's to bury

the city's garbage." This was a proof that the Ethiopian State

was planning the massacre of the population. That is also wy
the city's intellectuals and traders were the first to be targeted...

.. Residents were led to believe that rebels were trying to

enter into the cityto cause unrest. They were asked tostay im the

houses and leave the doors open so that the soldiers could inter

was

venequickly. They were told that nothing willbe done against

the inhabitants if they do not hide the "Shiftas" (brigand re

bels)...

.. The Ethiopian administrators and soldiers who were i
Aysha'a lived in miserable conditions. Many ofthem lived on

of the peoplethey were racketeering. Thesoldiers knethebacks

the city was rich. The massacre of Aysha'a thus offered
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portunityfor the wretched soldiers of the Abyssinian Empire to

loot thisopulent city....

...When they entered the houses, they first asked for mo-

ney and gold. Even when it was given to them, they did not
stop there. They began to search everywhere, shops, houses, by

Hhreatening women and children. They were killing all the men

thew foundon their way..

Ethiopian Air Force was heavilyinvolved in the massacre.

The planes were bombing all the caravans heading towards the

city. They hit Mordhale, Dulcusbo, Wadi Malaaseed. At the

time many camps with their herds were established in the plain

of Cayl Weyn...

The massacre spared neither the Sheikhs nor the Sufis ;

the soldiers had invaded the Mausoleum of Sheikh Musa and
killed Ahned Sheikh Musa and many of the disciples who were
there. On the same day, were killed Bobaker Farah, Awale |ilaal
and his brother Mohamud, Said Ahmed, El?niBurgan, Abdil
lahi Yasin, Hasan Lagun, Jama Miguil, Elmi Adenm and ltire
Kamil ...

.. Some time before the massacre a police sergeant had come

to see my brother-in-law, Abdillahi Dirir, who was his friend
and asked him to take his familyout of the town. My sister

Aicha had just given birth to twins. So, she was evacuated to

the bush. The policeman took my brother-in-law and locked him

inthe great prison tosave him, without telling him anything
rwhat was going to happen in the city. He took him out

of prison afterr the massacre occurred. He said, "Don't think

121



THE AYSHA'A GENO CIDE OF 1960: Shedding lighton a Hidden Tragedy

about the people who were killed andIthe lost property. We have

received orders fromthe State. I could only save you and your

wife who just had twins.

What is incredible about this storyu is that it was my bro-

ther-in-law who had gotten the contract to buildIttheprisonjust

before the massacre. Instead of being paid for this construction

he was the first person to be locked up there.

The Headof the railvay based in Aysha'a was a French

man, married to an Arab woman called Myriam, I believe. H
was shocked by what was happening and raised the French flag

on all the homes of the railvay workers. Thus, he was able to

save many people among them HusainUrqud, Ibrahim Takhtar,

Igue Harlawi, Abdillahi Desen Wiid....

.. A few days after themassacre, two trains came, one from

Djibouti andthe other from Dire Dawa. It was at that time that

Abdi Hayaan Ahmed Bore who had disguised himself as a

man with theintention to take the train to D?ibouti and escape

was killed. Theyhad also killed Hasan Fadan who was on the

train...

... People who were able to hide on the train and those who

fled on foot arrived in Ali Sabielh. But theFrench authorities

whowere the colonizers tried to send these people back to ther

butchers. Fortunately, the inhabitants of Ali Sabieh resisted this

refoulement operation and, in particular, Jama Jilaland Jibil

Gulal, both ministers in the local government. Theyalerted the

authorities to the risk of uprisings if these people vere tu

back to their killers
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Mu two sisters and the man, who had welcomed us to

Jheir camp when we fled, decided to leave for the city of Ab

dulkader. While we were in the Wadi Beeyo Caanod, we met

wounded men who were being evacuated to Abdulkader. After

Pxchanging some information, they told us that they had at
tacked Ethiopian troops based in Beeyo Caanod in revenge for

phat they did in Aysha'a. The place was close to the border of

Ethiopia and Somalia. We had accelerated the pace to cross the

border and about three kilometers inside Somali territory we

met first aid. They were Somali soldiers walking. After a while

we saw a lot of vehicles coming and we were put in one of them

with the wounded. At Gahayr Askir's grave, we encountered

other velhicles heading towards the border. It was amazing to see

a small country that had onlyexisted for a month and 13 days

providing such relief to the survivors. Most of the survivors,

mostly women and children, had reached the city ofAbdulkader,

which was swarming with people. Relativesof the survivorshad
Come fromall over the region torescue their loved ones or to seek

information about those left in Aysha'a ...

123



PART 3 : WITNESSES'NARRATIVES ..

SOULAIMAN

OBSIE MUSA

Hewas 26 years old
at the time of the massacre.

Hecurrently lives in AliSabieh.

125



THE AYSHA'A GENOCIDE OF 1960: Shedding light on a Hidden Tragedy

letter had arrived from Somalia and
more parti-

culary from Abdulkader. In this letterletter were menA

tioned the names of all the merchants of Aysha'a.

The guy to whomthe letter had been entrustedI wasan Uurweyne

named Husen Aynane Xuunshaale. This letter had fallen into

thehands of the authorities.. Somalia, which had just gained

independence, had sent this letter to the merchants of Aysha'a

Idon't know what was in it. But the letter had been intercepted

and given to the Governor of the city. The authorities of thecity

had transmitted it to the Central state. It wvas for this

that the order was given to punish the city. But we did not hary

this infornmation. At that time, it was said that people entering

the city could not leave. And those from the city had to lock

themselves in their homes and turn away those from outside

zwhowanted to enter their homes. Anorder like that had been

given...

... The soldiers present were those from Aysha'a and others

from Dire Dawa or elsewhere. At the time, I was a khat trader

and our camp was in Mordhaale. I had left my camp where my

son had just been born on Wednesday. The camp had set outfor

Somalia because of the threatening behavior of Ethiopian sol

diers. I told my family that I was going tothe city to get khat.I
brought the khat to Dikhil.Iarrived at a place called Cawra Eeg

I was a good runner and difficulttocatch unless I was hit by a

ball, because I was in nmy twenties. Soldiers with big shoes did

not run very fast..
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.. I was on the hill of Cawra Eeg, alone. townhad been

attacked on a Friday. Tvelve vehicles had left Biyo Qaboobein
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9ssio. Their headlights had illuminated me. Icould see

them arriving and entering the town. The vehicles had been

parked between the Governorate and Adarey. The soldiers got

out and.stood guard. They had surrounded the town and then

openedfire..
..People started shouting. Iwas sitting upthere listening

toeverything that was happening. I could even hear the words.

When thefiringstarted coming fromeverywhere, I ran away...

People were massacred in Aysha'a, but also in Danwanle.
Awoman had been killed in another place calledIl Wais. I had

left that place during the evening to go to Dikhil. I spent the

night at a place called GuediMadoobe on a promontory. In the

morning, Iwent down toa nomad camp to have tea. AsI was

drinking this tea, bullets started whistling over our heads. So

even in the bush, camps had been attacked, cattle taken,houses

burned. The vehicles had left for Durdur. Wherever they met

people, the soldiers killed them throughout this period...

In the bush, planes were bombing with heavy weapons.

They had not killed people at my home place, but they had killed
people in Maru and in the plain after Hadhagalla. In one camp,

a woman and several sheep had been killed. The planes were

dropping big bombs before going elsewhere...

...The refugees went toDikhil and Ali-Sabieh. Others went
toSomalia, particularlu Abdulkader. The French administra

hon of Djibouti tried to turn back those woho had reached Ali Sation

bieh. Ministers including a certain GudalI said thatthesepeople

belonged to the same groups as the people of Djibouti.
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... I heard that thirty men, who were in prison in Aysha'a,

had broken down the door of the prison whentheybeganttostarve

and fled. The soldiers who hhad cometointervene hadIfoundonly

an oldman named Blasqariye who could not save himself awt

they killed him on the spot...

The soldiers who killed people and drove the carsS were

from the army...We did not see any civilians ; it was men ten.

ring uniforms who killed people. They prevented the nomads

from leaving the city, butthey let in those who came in..
... Iheard that many bodies had been thrown into a den

wellnear the security post dug by the Italians ...Much later,

messengers were sent tobring people back. We had entered So

malia and we camne back but to settle on the red lands around

Danwanle where we had found pasture.

The people who survived the massacre died. Very few are

still alive ... Thesurvivors have tried to live as they could with

thepainful memory of this horrific massacre ...
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ALI

DUKSIE KHAIRE

He was about 30 years old at thetime
of themassacre. He passed away

in March 2021 while he was
stillliving in the c?ty of Aycha'a.
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li Duksie Khaire was one of the elders and do

positariesof the memory of Aysha'a where he

lived all his long life. He passed away in March

2021, few months after we had the charnce to interview
him. This book is dedicated to his memory.

A

Abnormal thingswere haypening because of the train a

tack. The authorities had been asked to release the imprisoned

peopleand end the increased surveillance of the city as it wa

peaceful. They replied, "tomorrow we will end the surveillance

and release the prisoners". So, we slept in peace....

At the time, there wvere people moving in the hills around

Aysha'a and three men entered the city through theCawara Eeg

neighborhood. One of themwas armned ...A soldier had seen them

while they were quenching their thirst at someone's house. The

soldiers vanted to stop them. COne of the soldiers tried to grab

the one who was armed and the latter shot him. It was at sunset.

After that, the shots started to never stop...

...The city Administer said that what some people were

trying to hide from him had finally come to light. At that time,

Haile Selassie was inDire Dawa and Ogaas Hassan was also

withhin. The Ogaas told him that if there were interventions

inthe town of Aysha'a, the civilian population will be killed. It

seems that Haile Selassie had looked at him harshl..It was that

night that all those whowere caught wvere killed. The next day,

we all went out to meet in the mausoleums tounderstand what

had happened during the night.

While we were still there, the soldiers had been ordered to

take us into our houses so that there would be no one outside.
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said : "gibu, gibu", (in Amharic) "come in, go inside".They
Eruone had gone home or to the nearest house... It was a

Thursday evening and the next day was a Friday.... It was the

Pning that the Elders returned from a meeting in Beyo Gur

guriaspartof their mission to preserve the peace. That evening

soldier wvas killed by anarmed man. This had become the pre

text for the massacre...

Regarding the train, we were told that the incident did
not haypen in our area and that the matter did not concern us.

Haile Selassie had ordered the capture of the perpetrator, Hu
saùn Lahdil. He had taken the Issa elders into hostage in Dire

Daoa and ordered them to bring the culprit to avoid collective
repression. The train had been attacked by this man whose pro

perty had been confiscated by the local authorities. The culprit
had to be brought back. Elders have gathered to discuss the case

and went to find him at Geer Odacali. Husain Lahdil had been

caught and imprisoned. But this did notprevent the attack of
Aysha'a the day before Friday..Biullets had started whistling all
0ver the town ...

Those who were outside were pushed inside, "Kifad", open,

Tac, Tac (sounds of bullets) ". At first, we were told to go home,

then we were asked to come out to :search us and then execute

US....

Oneday while we were under surveillance, people who

hadsuffered from thirst gathered, mostly women and children.

During this time, the p.lanes were bombarding the nomadic

Camps. They said, "we're dying of thirst, we're going to fetch

water fromthe pumping station in Mordhaale". They were al-
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lowed to go. Thus, children, vomen and the elderly were able h

goout. But they had continued to march to Somalia.

At thattimne, Iwent to my backyard because my wife had

just given birth. There were two of my sister's children there,

and two of mine. We were neighbors with a mancalled lston

gta, his wife was very sick. She had two children.. Isaidto my

wife, "Manypeople have fled, we must leave". They left but

could not catch up with the people who have fled. So, eight

people (mnine and neighbors) foundthemselves in the middle of

nowhere. But They were able to survive. The nextday, Ihad

gathered somewhere a group and those who had taken refuge in

my house. I had hidden them in a room. We decided to leave the

city the next day.

... The citywas lit with largespotlights. God had saved us.

Personally, God had saved me, because the day before Friday,

when we were attacked, tw0 soldiers had passed over the wall of

my house.

Anold nan called Isman Iltire, who had been injured in the

hand and who was one of the traders had fled and jumped the

zoall to take refuge in my house. While I was taking care of him,

two soldiers came to the yard. One had gotten behind the door

with his rifle and the other at the window that had opened. 1

decided to sacrifice mmyself andwent out. God softened the heart

of theone who was Oromo. The other one said something to him

in Amharicand he responded "This is SOmeone who is sure to

die, let another do this work and take what he has. " I gave them

money and they let my life save..
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When we left the town the night after my family left,

lhore were several of us, me and the injured man; we werea
Le oroup. God had saved us. We went to the Somalia side. Af
big group.

hat tine, my family had not been able to catch up with the

others oho had gone as far as Abdulkadir. Iwalked at night and
oNs ableto catch up with those who had left town before me at

Saazwer. Myfamily was not with thenm. Iwas told that no one

had seen them. Icame back.

They were not able to go beyond the place called Laas Geel,

south of Mordhaale.One of the women was inchildbirth and the

other was very ill. I went back and spent the night inUsbo with

Amed Bore who had left Geel Casse with his canp and whose

herds had been bombed. My family was not there. Almed Bore

had seen them bed ridden in Laas Geel. They had asked him to

stay with his camp. Hehad carried the children on his shoul

ders and brought them to the camp ofRayaleh Aynache. A small
stone hut was builtfor them and they were fed.

... The people of thecity were killed for two weeks. Even the

Suroivors were taken out of their homes. Ali Bore was taken out

ofhis home to be killed along with others.It was said that his body

ad been thrown intoa welldug in a school yard whose water

Cs brackish.Among those imprisoned, there was a grandson
of Sheikh Musa and a guy called Farah Gaas, who could not

leave. They were killed. The other prisoners managed to escape.

re was also a sonof Sheikh Musawho had been disguised as

an to help him escape. He was recognized and kiled.
Afterthe massacre, there was an attempt to identify people who

were killed but I do not know if this was achieved ...
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. It was because of a letter that arrived from Somnalia and

ended up in the government's hands, that Aysha'a was massa

cred, after the elders said there was nothing to report about the

town. At the samne time, the train had been attacked.

... The letter had been given to a trader in khat. He had been

told tohand it over to the people of Aysha'aand to alert them.

Yes, rumnor about an attack by the Somalis was circulating, A

few people were arrested, but things have settled down. Honne.

ver, after the train attack, the government said it was an act

of the same rebels who wanted to attack Aysha'a. The authori

ties were reminded in that this did not happen in our area and

that was why the elders had gone everywhere to seek the truth:
Biyoo Oaboobe, Durdur, etc and cane back to assert that there

was nothing to report. The soldier's death outside of the town

was the pretext for the massacre.

TheGovernment had claimed that it had discovered what

the people were trying to hide fromit. This is why Haile Selassie

had given the order to massacre the inhabitants, supposedly to

defend his country.
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WAIS

DUKSIE FARAH

He was 22 years old
at the time of the massacre.
He currentlyresides in Dikhil.
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quietly settled in our homnes, the townA
ere

wassurrounded by members of the police stationod

LinAysha'a on a Thursday afternoon. They thew

entered thecity on the night of Thursday to Friday and asked

people to lock thenselves in their homes. Then the army came

to reinforce them the following evening. About 3 trucks of sol

diers had arrived. They continued the killings that had started

the night before. And it lasted a wveek. Some trusted Amhara

civilians, armed by soldiers, participated in the massacres. They

broke douwnthe doors ofsome houses and killed everyone in their

path ...

...

S we were

Theystarted with guns, but then planes bombed the

camps outside the towns. They launched a rocket near Aysha'a,

butit did not explode. This rocket was aimed at a herd of coUs

that was there. Outside the cities, the bombings targeted no

mads and their herds.

.. On the fourth day of the massacre, seeing the corpses pi
ling up, I andthree other young people fled. We hid, watching

out for the soldiers on guard and we were lucky..

... When we returned to the scene five months later, the

human bones were still lying on the ground. The bodies of the

people had been thrown into salt water wells dug for a while by

the Italians ...

...Iwas thrown in jail for 1 month for fleeing and being ac

Cused of participatingin an attack. I was finally releasedfor lack

ofevidence.
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And the people living at the site of the genocide were part

ofthe Somali community, which posed a threat for Abyssinian

regime..

Some of the survivors went to Somalia, others to Djibou

i stillothers stayed in the bush for a little while, then they cane
hack but they were exterminated...

...After these killings, the Ethiopians said that their country

was n0w at peace and invited people to come back and continue
to live and work in their city... They sought to calm the si

tuation. There was a rumor going around that asmall group
had attacked a post called Biocaanood, just as we were fleeing

Aysha 'a. But nothing significant...
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ROBLE
HUSAIN GUELLE

Hewas 14 years old at the time
of the nassacre. Heworked

at theFranco-E thiopian Railway.
Retired hecurrently livesin Diré Dawa,
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teattack on this village took place in broad daulioht

while Iwas in the company of twomen and a yono

I140

man of my age quenching the thirst of a herd of ca-

mels. The water point was located upstream of the Ceel Bahay

wadi. The place was also home toa large camp of Reer Jilaal. One

of the men did not want tograze his camels that day because he

would had heard of attacks. Shortly afterwoards, the attacks be

gan, and people started to flee. Soldiers from Dire Dawa were

debarked down stream fromn the wadi to raid the camp of Reer

Jilaal. The nomads were trying to flee to the Berje Shebeeley

mountain, when a plane strafed the camel boys and their herds

in Qallisa, killing many of the herds. The rest of the cattle were

later looted. Three of the men I was with died that day. In Qalli
sa, I met a naked man who waswounded in the head by soldiers

with his ouwndagger (qolxad). The man had defended himself

and killed his assailants with their own rifle.
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MAHAMUD

DIRIR ROBLE

Mahamud Dirir Roble was 32 years old
at the time of the massacre.

He passed away inMarch 2021while
hewas living in Djibo
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ahamoud Dirir Roble was a rader in Aysha'a

where he owned three grocery stores and a

depot. Severely injured and left for dead under

the bodies of his father, his four brothers and his cousin killed

the same day, he was secretly evacuated by friends to Diré

Dawa where he wvas treated. After his recovery, he settled in

M

DiréDauwa and resumed an informal business in the passenger

trainwhich linked Diré-Dawa and Djibouti. He passed away

few months after having given us the following testimony. This

book is dedicated to his memory.

On Thursday, two armed guys from Dikhil had attemp

ted to enter the town. Amhara soldiers had denied them access

and shot them. The two men returned fire and killed one soldier.

The soldiers had therefore telephoned Haile Selassie who was in

Dire Dawa to tell hinn that they had been attacked from Somalia

before asking for rescue. At the time, the town had only 50 sol

diers.

... By 2 : 00 A.M on Friday morning, 12 cars full of soldiers

had arrived. The soldiers of the town had proposed them to deal

with the people who were attacking the town from the outside

and let them handle the people inside. The attack therefore began

and continued all day long as well on Saturday all day long.

But the deadliest attack took place on Thursday evening..

Thesoldiers exterminated people everywhere. After that,

they killed the people they found in their homes and looted the

city. The attack lasted 3 days. The corpses remained at the exe
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kion sites until Sunday. Some of the wounded were evaCuated

by.train. I was withitwo other men who were also wounded and

We were among those who were evacuated. The wonen were not

killed ...
..Following aphone call on Sunday, people were buried by

the railwaycoolies wvho were not affected by the massacre. Some

corpses
were thrown into the garbage pit..

The survivOrs of the massacre were divided into 4 groups :

one group went to Somalia, to Abdulkader, mostly women and

children. One group went to the bush, one group to Dire Dawa
and the last group foundrefuge in Djibouti...
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OSMAN

GABOBE

He was 6 years old
at the timeof the massacre.

He currentlyresides in Djibouti.
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Orphaned

above all to measure the seriousness of the situation. In fact,

more and more soldiers were arriving in Aysha'a but also in the

mainplaces where the nomads passed through....

Duust have been 5 or 6 years old at the tine. Orphayad

by my father, I kept the few goats that we owned. Sa

I did not have time to listen to the conversationsand

Our camp was not far from the city. Also, mymother

insisted that Igraze the herds away from these hostile people.

Fromtimne to time, there were reports about people who were

killed bythe soldiers on their way to the cityfor food supplies

One evening,at dusk, sounds of gunfire from automatic

weapons came fromAysha'a. The decision wastaken instantly

to move our camp to find secureshelter elsewhere. In less than

four hours of forced march, men and animals crossed the border

between Ethiopia and Somalia near Abdulkadir. The next day,

at dawn, two wounded young men arrived at our camp. One of

them was bleeding from his shoulder. They asked for directions

to the city of Abdulkadir. They were given food and shown the

way. We did not ask for additional information, as we used to do

traditionally. The mere sight of their condition was enough to

give us an idea of the disaster...

...

It was not until the sumner following the nassacre (iM

1961) that wedared to return toour usualtranshumance sites.

On our return, only women had the courage to visit Ayshaa

which remained in desolation. All the men had been coldlyshot

andskeletons in perfect condition, were sstillin the homes, stores

and restaurants according to their testimonies ...

l146



PART 3: WITNESSES'NARRATI VES ..

To satisfuy my curiosity, I too decided to take a closer look

Hhese skeletons that everybody was talking about. One mor

ning, after having taken some camels to the pasture, I took the

direction of Aysha'a located at 2 hours of walk. Arrived near

the city, a soldier on guard gave the alarm with a whistle. Very

auickly agroup of soldiers, visibly surprised by this brutal alert.
dhirtless, ill-fiting boots ran touwards me. They grabbed me and
slapped me and kicked me in the buttocks. One of them gues

tioned me in the Somnali language, without any accent :

a

-Who are you? Where are you from? What are you doing

here? Why aren't youon the right path?

Iansuered with snippets of crying words.

-My nane is Osman... I'mn from Moordhaale... I'm a

shepherd ... I'm going to town...

Aviolent slap knocked me down.

-You gotta be kidding me, kid. You come from the country
that gave you these clothes, don't you?

I20as wearing alittle piece of sky-bluesheet. Later, I knew he

O0s referring to the Republicof Somalia's flag.

Istammered:

-These are my clothes..

They dragged me to the military camp. A tall man, im
peccably dressed, came out of a shack. He said a few words in

Amharic. I was :suddenlyfreed and then I got another kick in the

buttocks.One of mying?uisitors shouted :
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-Go away, kid, and ifIsee you around here again I1lcook

you and drink your juice !

Istarted to run towards downtown. As there was no one in

the streets, I took refuge in a house in tears. A woman consoled

me and servedme tea. She explained to me that only one passage

was allowed in and out of the city. Itook the direction of the sa

lutary passage without trying to see the skeletons that were so

dear to my heart..
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ISMAIL
KAYAD OBSIE

Hewas 20years old
at the time of the massacre.

He currentlyresides in Ali-Sabieh.
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he people had been arrested by Amhara soldiers and

then shot. It was the Ethiopian state that had ordered

their executionwith rifles. Those killed were buried in

wells dug by the soldiers....

T
iTragedy

.. We had fled the vicinity of Danwanle to come to Guelille.

Thepeople did not return to Aysha'a until 3 mon ths after the

massacre. Thesurvivors went to Ali-Sabieh. A large group went

to Dikhil. But the majority of the refugees fled to Somalia.
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MUMINA

BULHAN BUH

She was around one year old
when the massacre took place.

Shelives in Djibouti city.
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learned this story from the memberss of my family who

had survived this horrifc ordeal, especially from my

aunt, who was deeply traumatized by the massacre ...

Myfamily wns slaughtered there. First, my maternal grand.

father was killed, his name was ldriss Warsame. Adawe ; my ma-

ternal uncle, the oldest of my mother's family, was also killed

His name was lImi driss Warsame Adawe, my brother, the d

dest son of mymother wasalso killed, Ahnmed Bulhan Buh...

...My brother was 25 when he was killed. During the mas

sacre, he had left the city to go to the mountain then he returned.

He had gone tomy maternal aunt, whose name was Dino Buh.

Hehad entered her house. He vas followed inside the house and

killed in front of her..

... Myuncle lImi ldriss Warsame Adawe was one of the big

traders in the city. He owned a large store and used to send

butter and livestock to Djibouti. The town traders had been tied

together, then a ditch was dug behind them, and they were shot

there. They fell into the ditch and were buried..
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... My grandfather Idriss WarsameAdawe was a railuay

worker. His son had entrusted him with his money. The solders

cameto see him and told him that he will be killed. The soldiers

kneweveryone. My uncle's wife was uoith hin. They killed him

and took the money...My aunt has been repeating since how

ldriss Warsame was killed ; the memory of this nmassacre had

remained engraved inher head. Her husband, her stepfather

as well as her nephewwere also killed along with everyone

knew.She lost her mind because of allthis pain...
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... It was the soldiers who knewthe people who killed them.
The other soldiers were in charge of watching outside the city,

sadditional troops were expected to come to increase the nu-
soldiers. Tt was said that they had gone inside Sheikh

Musa's mausoleum to kill people there. I got this from my sis-
mber of

whowas called Cookaashe and who belonged
n the people of the mausoleun...He said that they were told

to go and take refuge at the mausoleum of Sheikh Musa. They

had thereforegone there to find refuge in this sanctuary place .

When they entered the mausoleum, the soldiers had arrived and
shot them. He said he was spared by the first salvo, and that

during the second he hid under the corpses and played dead...

ter'sfather-in-law

Themassacre that took placeinAysha'a is not a massacre

whose victims can be quantified. It is a massacre that would

require bringing the perpetuators to justice if it were reported
and known by the rest of the world. We have not even gotten
recognition for this massacre by the Ethiopian State yet. Let us

not even talk about aninternational recognition ...

. Aman called Husain Lahdil (Laxdil), had stopped a train

0th the help of a small group, at a place called Harta. On the

train, there was a Frenchman who was killed there along with
other people.

..The goods carried by the train were looted by the nomads

ofthesurroundings. It was because of this incident that Aysha 'a
Ons slaughtered. Husain Lahdil had also committed another
Mischief in Hadhagalla but the city vas not repressed. Aysha'a
was ahub of exchanges for the population of the region. The

30ns used to come from Zeila, Ethiopia, Djibouti. It was the
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quintessential trading town. Cattle and butter were exported

from Aysha'a to Djibouti. Myuncle used tosend cattle and i
was with the livestock sent before his death that we had orga-

nized hisfuneral in Djibouti city where he owned also houses

... Aysha'awas slaughtered for revenge, because it oas the

wealth of its inhabitants that was being sought. It is a revenge

linked to the death of the French passenger and the looting ofthe

contents of the train. The city was prosperous, and the money

Crammed intobig bags. The reasons were a mixture of greed,

Iust for Aysha 'a riches and revenge ..

... WhenSomalia gained independence, a copy of its flag

was brought to Aysha'a because Somalis and the city residents

were connected. This independence was celebrated in Aysha'a.

This was also another reason for the massacre.

...The Ethiopian forcesknew the people, the wealthy traders,

those whohad celebrated Somali independence. It wasfor this

reason that Aysha'a traders were identified, tied together, and

shot. The nomads of the nearby areas were also massacred ..

... That day, many people had fled, and the majority had

entered Djibouti. Some hid in the bush. A city that was a big

hub of trade had been wiped out...The Ethiopian state was not
a State to which one could complain. It was a repressive and dic

tatorial State. No one had complained and demanded accounta

bilityor justice. The families of the massacred people were scat

tered all over the region. My maternal familywas impoverished,

and they have remained poor to this day. No State or institution

Came to rescue them ...
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JAMA

OMAR ARRE

He was 18 years old
at the time of the massacre.

He currentlyresides in Ali-Sabieh.
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l that year, there was talk of war, a war thhat Idid

A:not know the reasons fo, because we were ruvol

-people who did not know much about it. We were

scared by that...

...And then the killing took place. Yes, people were killed in

their hones....Itwas reported that there was knocking on the

doors and when they opened the doors people were shot. Some

fled because the soldiers were not aiming very well. Several

joined us in the bush after escaping the bullets fired into the

houses, incuding wvounded people who had had parts of their

bodies torn off by the bullets. They were fed for a while. Af
terwards, Somaliacame to rescue them and took some of the

people away.

Those who survived were searched for and killed thenext

days while searching houses. The killing lasted a whole week...

.. Planes were shooting at people, killing many nomads.

We had seen that while we were sitting on apromontorywatching

the camel herd. We saw people fleeing, That was where we

two planes coming from the direction of Aysha'a. One dropped

twobombs on the camel herds ofLas Geel. One bomb exploded

and killed animals belonging to Reer Meraneh. The other did

not explode...

...The corpses were eaten by wild animals, as no one couli

enter the city to bury them... We heard that only Aysha'a has

been massacred. The houses had been seized and were nowinha-

bited by Amharas....

.. Some of the survivors came here to Ali Sabieh. Some

l156



to Abdulkadir. Some went to Dikhil and to Djibou-
ti. The French had refused them, but a minister asked to leave

them alone, because they belonged to the same group. So, the

Frenchlet them in. The Bore was part of these people ; there was

otherswent

PART 3: WITNESSES'NARRATIVES...

also aman named Ladieh Faatalh...

.Afew months later, the people behind the massacre called

llthenotables in the area for reconciliation. The notables came.

Mu father was one of them. Another notable called Ladieh Buh

oas alsoamong then...

They were told that the people had to come back and settle

in the same way and that they should not hold grudges. We were

told that kind of thing. My father and Ladieh Bouh did not think
it oas normal to tella person whose father and uncle had been

killed not to hold a grudge. Thediscussions stopped there...

. Nobody wrote anything about this story. Who is going
to write something ? The Ogaas came later during the recon
ciliation. It is said that he conplained and attributed all this

to Haile Selassie's government, because the cause of the killing
unknown...was
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GUEDI

KAYAD FARAH

Hewas 24 years old
at thetime of the massacre.

He currently resides in Dikhil.
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A
them...

Koranic school master called Sheikh
Osman Was

... Itwas when the special train was attacked that the dis0s.

ter started from there, in my opinion. The train was attacked

in the Harti tunnelnear Hadhagalla. It was the Issas who had

done that. It was a guy called Houssein Lahdil who was from

Hadhagallawho gathered a militiaand derailed thetrain. He

put stones on the railsto atack the train. Hecalled upon people

from the bush to help him. In the morning, they came to the

rescue.But in themeantime, the army had arrived, and we were

afraid and turned back...

...
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killed as well as many traders... There were many

them. The solders came in their house to kill

Twodays later, the city began to be repressed. Itwas in

1960. Aysha'a was a big city where we used to come to get our

supplies. The herds had been decimated, but I do not know their

number

... Wewere nomads and we fled towards Maruand Dikhil...
The traders in the citywere exterminated... The soldiers had

all types of weapons. They surrounded and suppressed the city.

They came from Dire Dawa. Itwas said that they had dug a

pitwith an excavator in order to bury the dead. Many people

had fled toSomalia and Abdulkadir, others fled into the bush..

Others came to D?ibouti. The killing lasted for a week. People

cameback only the year after...
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ALI

ABDILLAHIMIGIL

He was 17 years old
at the timeof the massacre.

He currently resides in Dikhil.
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Tknew aman called Bogore Fatah. I do not remember

much. We were teenagers and there were no survivino

adults ...People were killed in their homes for some and

in the bush for others....

... We were young people and we hid under the thatch used

tocovera house. We survived that way. Of the four

two were killed later but two survived : aguy called lna Wayrah

and me...

There was my grandfather called Rirash Buh Qoryoro

who also lived in AliSabieh. He was old and was killed with his

own dagger as well as another person called Abdillahi Yasin...

We took refuge in Sonalia. We found Ahmed Bore there.

With nine other young people, we were put in a car and driven

to Loyadawhere we were issued laissez passer to enter Djibouti.

... It was said that fighters fromSomalia were coming to at
tack. For 7 months, there was a curfew in Aysha'a. Then it broke

out...

... The causes of the massacre were the attack on the train

atthe Harti tunnel. It was a special train coupled with another

train and there was in it the Head of the railway, a French. Wit
nesses said that he took a pistol and went to the window to shoot

at the crowd. Then an Issa who was outside puta bullet in his

abdomen. The white was dead...

.. The problem happened in Hadhagala,and then a guy was

killed in Aysha'a. His nickname was Silikeeye. Then it brokeout

in Ayshaa... A call came to say that Aysha'a. had been attacked.
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osend arnmy vehicles to that location.Thenthe order was given to send

Thesecars entered the city at 4 A.M... Ihad woken up the four
ouIg peoplewith whom we were sleeping ina courtyard. I had

ndvised them toflee. But they called me a coward. I had given

convincing them because I was too young. God saved me...

...The army had four large trucks. They had been sent from
Dire Daoa. They had guns. Planes attacked the nomads in the

area. A guy called Ali Dhagoole and Ihad fled. The night ofour
denarture, we had met a lady on the way who had told us that
br carazan had been massacred. We suggested that she go with
her

S On foot. She had asked us to help her load her donkey. We re

hsod and ofered her to leave with us.Ofall of her caravan, only
e donkey had survived. We had left her. The planes gathered

the herds before throwing bombs on them.

... Some of the dead were buried by a State excavator that

z0as sent later for this. The wOunded were evacuated to Dire
Dawa. Am0ng those who were spared was a guy called Hassan
Qoti oho owned a restaurant. The Governor had spared himn so

that hecould feed the people. Among the wounded, Iknew a guy
called Mahamoud Dirir who had received five bullets but God

Saved him...

.. The massacre lasted a whole month. We fled after two
Mights. After that, we listened to the noises from afar.... The

Perpetrators also included civiliaus. They looted the city. We

had not traveled around thecity too0 much. We were too young.

fiveof us ina house and there was with us aThere were guy
calledImi Burjan who was one of Cheikh Musa's disciples. I
Suggested to the young people to leave, but they refused. Isur-
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vived with another. The 3 others were killed as well as Imi Bur.

jan ... Very few survived.

...We returned years later. I went there to go to Dire Dawa

in 1962. Iwas asked where Iwas during the last years. The

Amhara soldiers who knew me almost held me there, but one

freed me. That night, two guys were killed...

..Nothing has been written about this massacre. The Ogaas

had come after the murder of the two guys. He had asked not to

organize a party in his honor. He had cried... I took refuge in

Marmar, then in Sawer then in Somalia. Then Icane here to

Dikhil ...
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ALI

ADEN MOHAMED

He was in his twenties
at the time of the massacre.

Retired he currentl?y lives inJigjiga.
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is testimony concerns the Dhagaxbuur
sacre. We publish it here to show how the

same strategy of collective punishment has

beenused against the civilian populations in the Somali

region.

Tragedy

H: mas

At the time of the Dhagaxbuur massacre I was about 20

years old .The massacre took place I believe at the end of March

1961...

..At that time, I had just been recruited into the police. The

new recruits had just come out of the "depot" (registration of

the regiment). Wehad not started working yet. A party called

"Nasrulla" had emerged in the region. Somalia had just gained

its independence. The people of Dhagaxbuur heard about this

through the media and the radio, and publicly expressed their

joy. People from Nasrulla's Party were sent to us fromn the So

mali side. They were trying tomobilize the population so that,

if the Abyssinians came, we would be ready for talks. People

joined this Party. They paid one shilling at the time of registra

tion, and half ashilling ("sumuni") per month...
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. The people had woken up, thanks to the media that had

grown in importance and Somalia's existence had become art

lity. Moreover,people were unhappy with the oppression that

occurred in Djibouti(after the self-determination referendum)

Some young intellectuals worote a letter calling for the

constructionof roads, schools, and hospitals. None of ths

existed ; there was no Statein the area, except a few police o?i
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Cersandthose who worked under them. The authors of the letter
that zwe are a peopleand that we want our rights to edu

cation, to health, to water and to roads. They wrote this to the

authorities :"f you are the state, you must give usour rights,
otherwise we mustt be left alone and given our independence"...

The town Administrator had asked them to bring him the

Jetter. Youngpeople and religious leaders gave it to him. Some

sny they demanded that "the Ethiopians leave our land", but
this was not the case, I was one of the people who knew about all
this, The commissioner had told them to wait three days for his

response. Af that time, there were only a few policemen apart
from the Somali policemen in the town. The soldiers were sta

tionedat the borders, but here there were only police. The Admi
istrator had taken the information tohis hierarchy. The army
ONRS then ordered to intervene and the police presence had been

reinforced. Two evenings after the letter was transmitted, mi

litary trucks arrived and stationed in the hills west of the city.

But itoas the reinforced police which entered the city....

The Somali-bornpolice officers, whose loyalty was not sure,

Were ordered to stay at home and those who were trusted were
giventheir Weapons. Since we were newrecruits, no one cared

about us. Itwas late in the day. I was sitting near a shop next
tothe police station and taking some khat twigs with others. A

Rroup which included Somali notables like Galool and others,
ledbya captainnamed Shaambal, went towards the house where
the young intellectuals were meeting. This man called Galool
toldthe

e young people "don't move, keep quiet, if you move you
oill bekkilled". But the young people all rushed towards the door
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to escape, and oneof them named Mohamed, who was their lea-

der wounded one of thepolicemen with a sword. He barely huet

the policeman, as he had not learned to fight with a swvord; but

he was killed on the spot and some of the youths as well.

Eromthat moment the bullets were heard whistling. I zogs

ready, as soon as the shooting started, I entered the police sta

tion. Iwas dressed in an incomplete uniform. Many people oere

caught and taken to the police station. The police station roon

were packed to the brim.

Gunfire had never haypened in the city. But when the

gunshots were heard, the soldiers in the hills began to fire cat

non five or six times. People were fleeing in all directions. There

were 72 people killed. This number was known when the bodies

were buried. The shooting continued until the evening. The po

lice had been dispersed in the city and were taking away any ani

mals they found there while the people werefleeing the city...

.. The next day, there were talks between the customa

rychiefs and the army, and people were able to come back to

the city to bury their dead. Among the dead were Haji Almed

Hayle, Mohamed Sheikh Salah (the leader of the Nasrulla par

ty), the son of Muhumad Mahalin, Salim Haji Mohamed, etc.

There weremany...

... The number of inhabitants at the time in the city was

between 20,000 and 30,000. It was a rich and lively city, with

a lot of traders. The cause of the massacre was authorities dia

not want people to express themselves and understand the st

tuation....
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Manypeople had exiled to Hargeisa, others had returned

within a day or two to the city. The state did not provide com-

pesation. On the contrary, the Ethiopianauthorities said they

odkilled "'shifto" [bandits]. A few familieswvere given 2000 bir
had

lized...

(Ethiopianccurrencyl. But the city had been completely vanda-

Due to the global media coverage of these events by the

Somali State, there had been international pressureon Haile

Solassie. He had summoned the customary chiefs of the Somali
negion to AddisAbaba. He had said he did not want to slaughter

the city, but the terrorists. The Somalis told him thathe had

only to capture these terrorists and not to destroy the whole city
. After that, Haile Selassie introduced a newadministrative
division of theSomalia region by creating several sub-regionsto

alloo a greater administrative presence of the State....
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CONCLUSION

This research work has allowed us first to unders
and the different factors that have led to the massacre of

Avsha'a. Italso allowed us to understand how the trauma
suffered bythe victims, the disappearance of documented
evidence and the impunity that generally protected those
responsible for collective crimes, can foster unbearable
amnesia in our oral societies. These societies tend to deve

lop a capacity for insouciance, or even unconsciousness,
which leads to fatalism in the face of historic crimes. This
fatalism not only discredits legitimate demands for justice

and reparation for the crimes of the past, but it also anes
thetizes our vigilance to prevent further tragedies.

Thus,our amnesiac and fatalistic societies are not often

equipped to "learn from history", allowing the perpetra
tors of massacres toimpose their own version of historical
facts, The atrocities of colonial conquests have often been

forgotten, denied or minimized to the point that some
have been able to talk about the "positive aspects of colo-

hization" in order to rehabilitate this criminal enterprise.
By contrast, the
fortsto erase

perpetuators have never spared their ef
a ces of their crimes, rewrite history to
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anyfurthertheiradvantage and to discourage in advance
search for truth about their misdeeds.

We have shown howthe Aysha'a massacre can be qua

lified as a genocide according to criteria accepted by the in
ternational community today. As a result, it fully deserves

to be inscribed as such in the history of Ethiopia but als0

of other countries in the region (Djibouti and Somalia) be

cause it was the result of regional tensions at that time

and had serious repercussions beyond Ethiopian borders.

It must also be included in the list of crimes against hu

manity which calls out to universalmemory, asis the case

with other genocides. No life is worth more than another

and all innocent victims of mass killings should be ho

nored.

Now that the facts of this massacre have beern establi

shed, it is the responsibility of the Ethiopian authorities
and more particularly those of the Ethiopian Somali re
gional State to take the necessary measures to officially

recognize this massacre as a genocide and to inscribe it
in their historical records. The authorities in the Somali

region have started to commemorate this historic event by

organizing in 2005 and 2019 in Aysha'a commemoration

ceremonies.

However, such a tragedy deserves further commit

ment from the national and regional State. It should be

marked in public space, atat the: Scene of the crime, in the

city where it took place, by building a monument Or d

memorialdedicated to thememory of the victimss which
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would helptake them out of anonymity. The descendants

contribute to the establishment of a comprehensive list of

ofthe victims should be associated with this endeavor to

thenames of all who lost theirlives in the massacre.

Bevond its goal of breaking the silence, working on

past tragedies such as the Aysha'a massacre helps first to

recall the importance of written and oral archives and the

urgency of groupingthem together and preservingthem
withgreat care. For it is unjustifiable to continue to search
for documentsabout our past and our cultural heritage in

the archives of others.

Working on such tragic events also highlights the use

fulness of historians and the methodologies they have de

veloped toidentify sources of information and to cross-re
ference both written and oral documents to establish
historical facts. History has this special virtue of serving
as a torch to illuminate our present and helping us to bet

ter see the possible options for our future, in the light of
Our past.

On the other hand, this type of work highlights the

role that identification with a collective painful memory
tan play in building acommon identity and citizenship.

We know how certain peoples of the world have been

able to use the tragedies they have had to experience as

Ors of unity,awareness of their community of destiny
and of mobilization around collective political causes and

howthe Somali icdentity and aspirations of emancipation,
developmental projects. The Aysha'a genocide showed
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self-determination and development shared by its inhahi

tants were the reasons for which they were slaughtered

Beyond the duty to remember, the reconstruction of

what happened in this city in August 1960 should serye

to rehabilitate these legitimate aspirations of autonomy

and justice and to strengthen the awareness of a common

destiny. In a country (Ethiopia) once again plunged into
a newperiod of transition, at a time when our region (the

Horn of Africa) is going through new turmoil, thecol
lective memory of this genocide could contribute to the

development of the necessary resilience and vigilance to

face these new challenges.

Finally, this type of work aims to raise awareness

among young researchers of the region about their histo
ryand motivate them to undertake pioneering research

on the yet unaddressed critical issues about their people.

This isonly how endogenous knowledge and perspectives
about our history and culture could be developed and in

tegrated in school curricula and univerity's courses.
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Anner1

6

DIESPATH NO, 579/56

Sir,

2

I176

GovENMENT House,

HARGESA.

I have the honour to requsst your advioe and instruotions on the
follodng difioult problen.

it

SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE.

23rd Jne, 1956

The Esa, probably the most independent of the Somai tribes, 1ivepartly in the West of the Proteat
mAinly are in Ethiopia. ate, partly in French Somali1an? btiany ore ho 11ve in the Proteatorate move for
the seasonal grazing into Ethiopia proper, outside anâ well beyomd the
boumaries of the 1954, Agreement Territories. They are one of tbe Somal4
taibes with whom Gareat Britain concluded a treaty of protetion in 188,

o a] the Esa, that treaty is still just as valid as it has ever been,

E HANCURAPLE ALAN TIENNOX-EOYD, M,P
RSTARY OP STATTE FOR EE CTONTES.

For s ane years ever since the handover to Ethiopia, of the Harar
rovince in l948, til1 then nder the control of the Bitish Kilitbary

4ministratin, relation beteen the Esa and their Ehiiopian rulErs have
lternated between uneasy peace and open fighting.
still os a consequence held under house arrest by the Fthiopiians in Diredawa)(Their Chief or Ugas is

Hhe nitil cause of these outbreaks of fightng is usually the nomal
Ethionian custom of guartering their troops on the lGca1 Sama1i population

an whom stock looting py their troOps i8 not iscoage,
epend for their very existence on their stock, naturally they reactAs the Esa
iolently in defence of thcir proparty and attsack and comterattack haye
hus consequently becCtne a regilar fenture of their 1ves,

the present in these ights, the women and children were regarded asHowever p to
sacrosanct and continued to 1ive their ives unhamed

Early this year rnours began filtering through to the Protectorate
that following,a serious reverse suffered by thiopian regular troops at the
hands of the Esa in late l955, the Ethiopian Goverment were taking tringent
measurCs to break them, Due to the very efficient Ethiopian news censorship,
no confirmation was ever receiyed of this but 1ately more rnours began

Sltering through again tihat the Esa tribe had taken a terrible beating as a
result of the fulI force of thc Ethiopian Army and Air Force being used
indiscriminately against them. These Unour:s were ccn filned when a
delegation of the Esa from Ethiopia journeyed secretly to the Protectorate,
Contacted their kinsmen wno live under us and, under their aegis, an 20th
June aproached this GoverTINent for help,
an Ethiopian mitive force in armoured cars and supported by planes of theThey stated that in February last
Ethiopian Air ForCe entered the Esa country and after a five day running
battle defeated the mern and drove them away from thoir Wamen and children
waom the Bthiopisn solaiery then butcherd in the most revolting manner,
Cutting off the brsts of some of the wamen before killing them,
stock were tlhen slaughtered, the houses were burat and the Esa left destituteTThe live
except for a few camels. They Iere seen by the Chief Secretary and I attachhereith a record of the meoting

54
The bald fact is that as a result of the latest Ethiopian measures

the Esa a.s a tribe are practically brakon, not only physically but morally.
Whet has achieved this is not their loss in manpower but the aola blooded
extermination of wamen and chilãren by Ethiopian troops amed with the most
modern Weapons. The emissaries have produced the detaila, which are attached
at Appendix A',of the wamen and children who h?ve been deliberately killed.,both Ethiopian subjeots and British Proteoted Persons.

We should not blind ourselyes to tlo faot that any Ethiopian
soläiers unfortuna te enough to be captured by the Eaa are most probably
brutal1y ?one to death but thi.s does not justify their barbarity towards theEsa women and children,
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2RObIeh Abdi
3Drahim Abai

NAOner Abba?eed
5FAtnh Ragah

6 Gndi Bgeh
EBa Samater

8 Booh Geai
Robleh Gaileh

0.Amed Khaireh
9

11

13.
14

Ror Gulaned

re TBSA MEN KTtSD WO WERR BORN TN THE PROTEOTORATS.

2. Aaan GedAi.
Gaileh Suggeh

6.

Wais Mohamed

Geai Suggeh
15. Booh Abbadeed
16. Robleh Hussein

Harla

17. Hosh Wais
18. Ialeh Absiyeh

19. Hared Adan
20, Hosh Hared

21.)Adan Esa

1 Hosh Absiyeh
2. Asowe Absiyeh
3. Riyaleh Absiyeh

he Assowe Bullaleh
5. Ayeh Af'ase
6. Adowe Robleh
7. Darar Waberi

Robleh Gabad

70, Egeh Robleh
17. Ge?ai Iladah
12. Huffaneh usa

Rer Nusa

13. Robleh Darar

1. Booh Sher

2. Ali Elmi

3. Abdi Goãd

L Farah Abdi
5. Yahan Subagleh
6. Hassan Adare
7. Segeh Dualeh
8. Muse 'Aroosh
9. Arreh Soyan

102\ Gessaleh Sama ter

Horoneh

1. Girreh Assoyeh
2. Weis Assoweh
3. Mohame d Wais

Fiassan Robleh
5. Bahaon Gulaid

6, Riyaleh Farah
7. Robleh Hassan
8, hunäubleh Frah

9,Geáßí Gaðee
10, Guleid Robleh

Eurlabba
1. Farah Hasnan
2. Abai Riynleh
34 Abai Gaileh
l Bahãon Ison11
5. Riyaleh Dualeh

Aåan Subban
7. Mai?nl
8. Dualeh Robleh
9. Ahame d Lowdone

10. Farah Ge?äi
11 Waberi Ha?

12. Qumaneh Amood
13. Hussein Billeh
1 Aåawe Aukiye
15. Egeh Farah

Walal-Don
1. Asoeh Mallow

2. Mallow Farah
3. Farah Gedi.

Gedai Gulaid
5. Gulaid Hargalleh
6. Ahemed RObleh
7. Diddeh Jama
8. Omer Saeed
9. Assowe Hassan

10. Omer Sheikh

11. Abdi. Dirane
12. Wais Qayad
13. Omer Hassan

14 Hared Gedi.
15. Geddi Jaraa

Hardeeq

1. Geddi Musa

Urveine

1. #ais Mahabe
2. Hosh Deen
3. Abdi Robleh

Odshgob

1. Booh Diãdeh
2. Adawa Omar
3. Booh Gimeh

Awaleh Musa
5. Haji Mihilleh

6 Riyaleh iusa
7.Fareed Ihaireh
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1

(Partioulars obtaineã from the BSA party sent on a Mission to the
June t0)ent. Gáven at HARGE TSA n Saturdmy thesOthBritish

LTST OE 5SA NEI ADCHO
PROASASDPERSCNS AND BES

23BHOAN AFMD CARS

ESA, Rer Gulneh

1. Fauduna Gaileh, girl
2

3. Booho Ann

5. Geài

ESA

Fema Bli ye, girl
boy

6. Fa?unn
7. Almed Nusa, boy
8. Fama Musa, girl
9. Fa?uma Duhgele

10. Robo Duhge
11. Faduma Aboker
12. Hawa Burraleh
13 Timin Booh
1b Oley Hassan
15. Raliya Robleh
16 eãow Adan, girl

ESA, Fur Labba

Aboker, girl

1. Isnino Awaleh
Bariso Robleh

KKhabeh
ja Kedar

Hawa Dualeh

6. Elmi Robleh, boy
7. Ali Maidal, boy

8. Isnen Waberi, boy
9. Khaãija Waliye

10. Hera A?an

11. Fawa Farah

12. Isbaha Alaleh
13. Asa Abdi, girl
14e Hassan Bahdone, boy

15. iewa Abãi, girl

HORONEH

1. Isnino Ahmed

eleh

2. Ignino RObleh

3. Wilo Mi'in
e Wilo Weis
5. Hewo Mohame?, girl
6. Mei?o Musa, girl
7. Helan Robleh, girl
8. Guleh A1i, boy
9. Hassan Girreh, boy

10. Husse in Maidane
11. Meide Gengeleh
12. Shaglan Geãeh
13. Timiro Booh

Helan Booh

SSA ODAH GOB,

15. Asa Areto
16) Jema Riyale, boy

1. Gelo Ali

I178

2. Isbaha 0ffle
3.)Maidn Booh

2.

ERZ RITDSE

1. Robo Lowon
Hea Farah

34 Araba OmAr

6

ESA, Walnldon

7.

5. Booho Soyan

8.

Isnino Mohaned, girl

0lus Malow
Dilan Riyele
Bariso Alale

9. Amina A sowe, maid
10. Robo Humad
11. Boho Unas
12. Ebla Gasle
13- iuslimo Farah
14- Ambarro Iunis
15. Wilo Alaleh, girl
16. Hawa Iltir, girl
17.Bariso Asowe, girl
18. Gelo Robleh, girl
19. Uteh Asoye, boy
20. Gedi Malow, boy

(212) Farah Robleh, boy
ESA, Harln

1. Maida Iltire

2. Isnino Ahamed
3. Gelo Yusuf (Gariye)

Maleko Askar
5. HaHa Yunis
6. Hawa Booh
7. Isnino Mohamed

8. Maiãa lusa, girl
9. Halan Robleh, girl

10. Hassan Girreh, boy
11. Hosh Booh

12. Mohamed Hussein
13. Ajabo Hohamed
12- Wilo Tbrahim

ESA, RER MUSA, Rer Ali Hassan

1. Roho Robleh

2. Buro Salah

3. "Udon Fahal
4 Ajabo Gadeed

5. Roba Gaileh

6. Hawa Gaileh

7. Samayo Dimbil
8, Maida Ibrahim,
9. Q0ran Abdi, girl

10, Mumina Abdi, girl
(11.) Halan Gedi, girl

4o Fayo Girreh

girl

5. A1i Robleh, boy
6. Wila Booh, girl
7. Bullaleh Booh, girl

IOLE:B) = Bom ín the Proteotorate. () = Father born in Protectorate
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G WITH DEIEGATION OF ESA BOFE HEID IN THE ECRETARIAT LIBRARY
ON 20NH JUNE, 1956.

tent

Mr, J.R, Stebbing, 0,B.B.,

THE ANNEXES

Mrs Mãchael MarÀ.ano, M, B, E. ana repre sentatives of

-Chief Secretary

the National United Front.

Iwel ve Esa Tribesnen repre senting Esa Tribesmen in Etháopia.

The Kadi of Zeilah.

Mr Omer Isman, Judge, Subordinate Court, Zeilah.

Headman of Abdul Khadir.

M W.M, Dickinson - Assistant Secretary, Political,

We pre gratefl fbr the opportunity to meet our fe1low tribeshen bere
today and we are grateful for the peace given by the British Goverment
and the ir help in arranging this meeting. We want Goverrment to nder
stend the Esa point of view.

FI B happy to greet the Bse who have cone here tOday. I reaise they
bave cone ron abother coumtry under another Goverment. Our Arst con

Cero here is about the future of the Samalis within Own borders: we
8nt them to advance. Be went our viitors to nderstand that while we

nisten, we CeTnot sey now shether we shall be in a posi tion to help.
We will 1isten to everything you have to say and I pronise to try and

unãerstand what the trouble is I cannotpronise help.

Sometime ago, the Ethiopian Gove riment sent of ficials to engire what
nationality we claimed to have. We ansrpered we were Esa. Then we were

They told us notasked again who we vere and ve said we were Somali3.
to sey that we are Somalis; they tolã us to remain Esa, but thiopian
subjects. We replied that we were E sa and Samalis but we were not
Ethiopians. Then they asked us what Goverment we were subject to; we
tola then that Somelis claimed to be British Protected Persons, We,
Bsa, replied that fram the tine of our grand-fathers and Our fathers,

Then thewe have been told that we have agreements wìth Great Britain,
Bthiopians said that if we seid we were Sanalis and had areements with
Great Britain, we must leave their terri tory. Then we were at a place
called Tolo. We were born in that place, We had nowhere els to go.
ThentheEthiopians said that if this is true, we must stop malking asser
tions that we haâ agreements with the British Govermment and were
Somalis. We said we coula not give up the se things which were trea?i
tions handea ?own to us from our forefathers. Then the Ethìopians said
we would be compelled to move. We had no force nor might tO re sist but
vVe were born in that place, so we had to stay there. The next thing

It was on athat happened vras that the Ethiopian military attacked us.
Priâay in Re jab (1st week in February approximately. The ighting
COntimued for 5 days and nights. We were forced back across 7 river
beds until we were ?rivern to the last anda 8th river bed at Srer. We haa
not the ability to re sist this force. We were driven away from our wcmery
ana children but this ?id not greatly worry us as they had always been
Jeft untouched before. On this o coasion however the Fthiopians killed
al] they coula finã, We were attacked by armoured oars; we have alway
had fighting and trouble in our lanås, but we haã never been attacked
BTmoured cars before. We are used to fighting soldiers with bayoneta
rifle s but not armoured carB, I do not lnow how many aruoured carse
there but this is what defeated uB, After thia ve talkea together ar

Was deci.ded that we shoula be sent to meet the Govement and to
the Sanalig of this Proteotarate and to aak their help. We marched

daya nd six nighta to Abâul Khadir without rations or water, T
PBt we haye been attacked by Ethioplans and we are used to thisot

thi s tine they haye kinled our live atock, destroyed our houses and e

People were lost, Our worst fighting in the past usea to be bet en

Vhe Esa ana the Danaki1 and we accept the fact that men get killed
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at5Juillet 1960

Jean MBRRISN, Consul de Franoe sE Hara
DIRRE-DAOUA

A SON EX OELL ENCE MOWSI EUR L'BASSADEUE

DE PRANCE EN EHIOPIE

ADDI S-ABEEA

Selon certaines runeurs, que je ne suis
pas en nesure de controler, de sérieux acerochages
auraient récemment eu lieu, aux environs de Jaedorra,
- près de Brrer-entre embres des tribus Iesa et

Tankali, Ca déno brerait des morts et blessés åe part
et d'autre. La lutte en tre ces deux tríbus aurait peur

origine le vol d'un eertain nonbre de t?tes de bétsil.
Devant l'anpleur prise par les érèaenents

le Gouverneur du Harar aurait ?éciúé de faire intervenir
la troupe. Cell@-ci auzait, ue dit-on, sartout agi coatr
les Isaas auxquels 1'on aurnit contisqué plusieurs cen
taines de bêtes, Au coura de 1'epérasien, 1'amée aurait
6lle-ne subi des pertes en homee et en natériel.

Latfaire aurait pris des proportions
enooro plusgrandes depuis treis jours. etfet, 1l
seblernit que leu Lauas, protivant de la tonbée a'abon
Gantee j.ukva, qul gne lea couyenentu des troupes,
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Buraient tenté de réoupérer leurs bien s.
I1 paraft, en tout oas, que les autori tés

nursient, 1l ya deux jours, dép8oh6 sur les lieux une

grande partie des troupes de la garni son de DArr6-Da oua

De son côté, 1'Ougn ?es Issas a 6t6, Lui sussi, pri6
de se rendre dans le secteur afin de tenter de celmer

lee espri ta.
On dit aussi qu'au dé but les autorit68

loonlee n'étaient pas nécontentes de la lutte qui met

tait aux prises les deux tribus qui offrait à 1'amée
1'o0casion dintervenir contre les Issas et de récupérez
lesares que ceux-ci recevraient du Club de la jeu

nesse Somalie ". Les proportions prises par 1'affaire
inquiéteraient mainteaant ceux-1à mênes qui en sont

peut- tre à l'origine./.

J MERRIEN
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COPIE

26 juállet 1560

Jean MERRIKN, Consul de Pranoe su Harar
DIRRB-DAQUA

SoPASON BXCKLL BNCE MONSIEUR I'AMBASSADEUR DE

PRANOB EN BTHIOPIE

Brskgoe al ADDI S=ABEBA

kde

Je me réfere à ma lettre n 141/AB.
Les acorochages entre les forces de

1'ordre et les nembres de la tri bu des Issas se nul
tiplient ?ans la région de ERRER, Les pertes seraient
de plus én plus sévòres de part et d'autre. 'est ainsi
qu'une quarantaine de blessés- polieiers et soldats

ont 6té évacués, au début de la senaina, sur les hôpi
taux de Dirró-Daoua et de Harar. Une centaine de poli
oiers venus en renfort d'Addis-Abéba ont install6 1leur

oaspeu ent à 1'entrée de la 0apitale de la province.

Ges évènementa ereusent d'avantage encore
16 fossé qui sépare les Soualis des SthiopienB, Si un

ArTangesentn'intervenait pas rapideneat, 1l eat à

eraindre que les autorités aléprouvent, dana lea nois à

venir, les plus grandes dLffioultés à natntenir 1'ordre
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3 8Is AL3 B1S CT

3 B1S3 BIS CT

NR 19

ETS
TÉLÉGRAMME A TARRIVEE

3ET-4-4
3 81S

3 B1S

DIRE DAOUA LE 20 JUILLAT 1960

RECU LE 21

ADRESSE GOUVERNEUR DE LA COTE FRANÇAISE DES SOM AL IS,

COMMUNIQUE AU DEPARTEMENT ET AMBASSADE.

209

17907

LE GOUVERNEUR GENERAL DU HARRAR ME SIGNALE QUE

DES ARNES DE FABRI CATÍ ONS FRANCAI SE ONT ETE TROUVEES EN TERRITOI RE

ERHIOPIEN EM POsSESS I ON DES MEMBRES DE/RI BUS 1S(I GR FX).
LES AUTORITES ETHIOPIENNES CROIENT SAVOIR QUE CES ARMES

PROVIENNENT DE DIKKIL DONT ELLES SUGGERENT QU UN CONTROLE DES

HAGASINS D ARMES SO1T EFFECTUE D URGENCE.

JE DOIS RENCONTRER LE GOUVERNEUR GENERAL DEMAIN SOlR ET

VOUS TIENDRAI AU COURANT DE NOTRE ENTRETIEN./.

MERRIEN

183 |



THE AYSHA'A GENOCIDE OF:1960:Sheddinglighton a HiddenI Tragedy

Anner 6
AFFAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES

I184

DÉCHIFFREMENT

AFRU ANT9

TÉLÉGRAMME A LARRIVÉE

3BIS

Harrar.

ET- 5-S

N° 20

3BIS.5C

DIRE DAOUA, le 22 JUILLET I960
Regu, le 23

18H

IIHO3

Je me réfère à non t?légramne précèdent,
Le Gouverneur Général du Harrar, avec qui Je

me suis entretenu hier soir, m'a précisé que, selon les

renseignements qui lui sont parvenus, les fusils Lebel et les
munitions en possession des nembres des tribus Issa auraient
été soustraits de nos magasins par un certain Wais Bouca,

assistant du Commandant di Cercle de Dikkil.
Le Colonel Kefle a denandé au Gouverneur Aicha de

lui envoyer quelques exemplaires des ces armes afin ?e

faciliter l'enquète.
Mon interlocuteur a exprimé le voeu que des

mesures soient prises pour mettre fin à ce trafic, qui
est de nature à compromettre le maint ien de 1'orre dans le

MERRIEN

Je souhaiterais tre en mesure de donner dè? que

DOSsible au Colonel Kefle tous apaisements au sujet de

cette affaire ./.
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THE ANNEXES

Transmis au Déparlemen!
pour informetion sous le no 257/AL
Dirré Daoua le 3 A00T 1960

Tean MRRRIEN, Conoul ?e Fzanoe au Hars
DIRRE-DAOUA

sos 1960

A 8ON BKCSLLENCB MORSIUR I'ALBASSADEUR DE

PRANCE EN IOPIX

ADDISABBA

1 e revient qu'une certalne
effervescence existerait aetuellem ent dana 1'0ga?en.
Les centpolieiers qui, il y a quelques Jours, enpaient
aux yortesde Harar auraient été ?irigós vera eette

région. D'autre pars, ii deviendrait inposaible
de elreuler denuit sur la xouve qut reiie D?ggign à la
enpitale de la provinoe. a police qui, le jour, etfeetue
des yetrcuilles sur cette voie ne a'y aventurerait plus
durnt La nuit. 0n Lgnore a'il a'aglt de banêi tisme cu

d'une oganination de rebelles.
Les moyeng ?ont diaposent les autorités

Loonles pour réprinez un éventuel aouldven entne paraia
sent dos plus modestes surtout dans une régken od les
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AE LEVANT

Vs S tuntion áans
1Ogaden

ARR EE

Trensmis eu Département
pour information sous le no 257/AL
Dirré Daoua le 3 A061 1960

Assolt 1960tit

Teen MRRRIEN, Conaul de Fzanoe su Harar

DIRRB-DAOUA

A 80N BXCBLLEXCE MORSIUR L'ALBASSADEUR DE

FRANCE EN WEIOPIK

ADDI S8-ABBA

1e revient qu'une eertaine
effervescenee existerait sotuellenent dana 1'0gden,
Les cent polieiers qui, il y a quelques Jours, ompaient
Bx portes de iarar auraient été ?irigés vera cette
région.

D'autre part, ii ?eviendrait inposaible
de cireulez de nmuit sur la route qui relie iggignA la
capitale de la provinoe. La poliee qui, le jour, effeetue

des patrcuilles sur cette voie ne a'y aventureraitplus
durant lanuit. On ignore a'il a'agit de banditiene cu
4'une organiontion de rebelles.

Les moyena ?ont ?isponent les antorit?s

loonles pour réprinez un éventuel aoulàvenent ne parais
Bent dos plus modestes surtout dana une région od le
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Adngalla qui aurait anei voulu se ven er de la eonfi6
en tion par le# autori tés loenl es d'une certaine quantit6

de narohandisee lui appartennn t.
I1 eonvient égnlenent de noter que les

tani 1lants, dont le eonportenent & 1 6ggnrd des voyngeurs
a t6 odieux, n 'ont paB, ainei qu"1ls en avaient la possi

bli t6, prooódé à un nasancre général, Les vetines l2es
mn es ne senblent pas avoir t6 choiaies - L aB oBsan ?e

netre oonpa triote aurait nêne manifesté un certain regret
4'avoir tu? un européen"

La nouvelle concernant 1'attaque d'AIcha,
Bans doute par des ne bres de la mêne tribu, senble indi
quer que 1'aftaire est bien plus s6rieuse-Selon les
dernières nouvel2es, le calme Auraít 6t6 rétablí dans

oette localit6 . Un polieier aurait 6t6 tué et les vietimes

Iasas seraient fort non breuses.
D'autre part, les trains eireulant hier

entre Dirró-Daoua et Adagalla ont rencontré de nonbrez
obotacles sur la voie Aujourd 'hui eneore les fils tél6

phoniques entre ces deux villes ont 6t6 nouveau eoupés.
T2 ne peut donc s'agir d'un aete 1sol?, nais ?'une sffaire
Boigneusen ent montée.

Il paraft certain que 1e coup a été
1'oeuvzre de menbres de la tribu des Issas. Daprès cer
taines infomations, 11 s'agirait de cec-à mmes qui
dopuis bient0t deux nols ?6ja, Bont auK prisos avee les

forces de 1'ordre de la rógion de BRRBR.

Les uilieux Issas d'iei paraissent ?ésap
prouver la conduite de leurs " freres naia font néan

BoLns vLoiyque la roap onsabilité en ineonbe au Gouverne

Bent qul,selon eux, a fait massaorer les fennes et les

nfan ts et eonfi8querLes troupeau de ces honaes.
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on peut se denander si l6# sévres nesures

de répresaion prises yay le Geuve mement 4Ad41sbéba
seront suftienn tea peur rananey rapidement le enae dans 1s
Ngien. l eat nne enindre que ?e nouveaux troubles ne
e preduisent, dane un proohe avenir, dans 4'autres seeteurs

de la prevince .Bertant d'une eertaine inertie dont eles
ont fait preuve n ?ébut de 1'affaire , les sutorit6s mili
tairea perafssent naintenant déei ?ées nettre en euvre
tous les noyens dont elles disposent.n effet, ?às ce metin, un train spéeial

eondui t vers Adngalla 170 hones prélevés sur la gnrnison
de SRRSR. Un au tre détaahement d'environ 150 so2?a ta, venant
4Addis-Abéba, est arrivé ce matin DÂ rr6-Daous. Ceu-ei
ainai qu'un important natériel sont en voie d'acheinen ent

sr les lieux des troubles.
Selon oe que 1'ai pu savoir, les forces de

1'ordre auraient, dès ee matin, engagé une importante opé
ration contre les rebelles qui tienáraient eneore certaines
positions stratégiques entre Adngalla et AIchs.

Il n'a été dit que 1'Bnpereur qui, lundi
dernier d6j avait tenu un langage ferne à 1 Ougas des

Iesss, lui aurait ?éclaré, hier que si les coupables
n'6taient pas rapi den ent capturés, lui-nBme et les prinei

peux zesponssbles de sa tribu pourraient payer de lewr

tte le conporten ent de leurs fidbles.Il est certain que le ?éveloppement de la
1 tuntion doit nquiéter très sérieusenent aussi bien le

Souverain que son entourage. Jusqu'h présent, la tradi tion
6 en effet voulu que 1'ordre soit respect6 dursnt la pré

senoe de 1'hupereur dans le Harar.
Selon une rneur eireulant dans certains

nLlieux de Dlrré-Daoun et que je rpporte, Bous toutes
réserves, Sle Hatné s6lassi6aurait nêne nenaoé ses inter
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loouteurs de faire, si nécessni ro, Appel aux troupes

de 2ranoe pour rétabl4r 1'oydre ?ann la réon
Nos oonpa triotes cheninots ont, quant

ex 6t6 trds affeotés par oet ineident qul, conne on le
BaLt, cott61a vie à leur chef. Certnins yronnent ?6jà

des diapositions pour envoyer leurs enfants en Trance .
Sans fomellement les ?issuader d'agir ?e la sorte, Je fais

VAloi, ceux qui ne ?em andent conseil que, mon avi
1'ordre dans la ville?e Dirré-Daoun ne ne paraft pas

nenncó dans le proche venir.Pour teminer, je signale que les chenineta

frangais de la onpi tale ?u ehenin de fer franco-thiopien
ont 6t6 trs sensibles au fait que Vetre Excellenoe ait
tenu se trouver parmi eux lors des obsbques de.
KALLRVAYs qut,ninsi qu'on le snit, a été viotine des incí
dente du 9 aott./

JEAN MERRIEN
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Abue L Wl aDDIS ABEDA LE 12 AOUT 190

3 CT 3 818 CT 3B|S CH

RECU

CQUE A GOUVERNEUR DJ IBOUT!.

ET SS
TÉLÉGRAM? A LARRIVÉE

l190

13

JE ME REFERE A MON TELEGRAMME 567/68.

ET13-2
CA

Sc

S72/11

M'ETANT RENDU HIER A DIRE DAOUA POUR LE OBSEQUES DE M,

NALLEVAIS, J'AI RECUEILLI AUPRES DU GOUVERNEU GENERAL ET DE

DIVERSES AUTRES PERSONNAL ITES QUELQUES IND1CT1ONS SUPPLEMENTALRES

SUR LINCIDENT DU 9 AOUT :

1/ EN DEHORS DE TROIS TUES, ON NE COMP TE QL SEPT BLESSES LEGEts,

DONT URE RELIGIEUSE FRANCAISE.

2/. LE NONBRE DES ASSAlLLANTS EST EVAL UE PAR LES SERVIES
ETHIOPIENS A 600 HOMMES, CEUX -C! APPARTIENDRA IE AUX TRILUS 3SA5

ILS DISP0SERA IENT DE PEU DE FUSILS ET, SEMBLE T-IL, D'AUCUNE ARE
E GUERRE MODERMER (PARNI LES coUPs DE FEU TIREs,

coUPS DE CHEVAoTINES). LAMAJOR I TE N'AvAIT QUE LES

PORTENT HABI TUELLEMENT SUR EUX LES SOMALIS DE LA REGIDN.

RELEVE NS
HFaARDS o

3/ LES AGRESSEUAS OMT PILLE LE TRAIN, MAIS N'ONT PAS CHE A

MASSACRER SY8TEMATI QUEMENT LES PA8SAGERS, QuTLS SoTENT LANS CL

ETHIOP IENS, SELOH CERTAINS TEMOiRS, TLS AURATENT FAIT DE.CES TE LES
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ET

pOursuivai t.

TÉLÉGRAMME A-tARRVÉE

3€7 A3.2

2a- 3bis/AL - 3bis/OH- 3bls/C

3/CT- 3bis/CT3bis/CA -

DIRE-DAOUA, le l2 aont 1960 - I7.H.00

Regu, le 12 août 1960- 22.H.55

Le Gouverneur Général du HARRAR ma convoqué

aujourd hui à l6 heures pour me dire "que les re sponsan le

de la mort de Monsieur MALLEVAYS ont été punis.

A une question de ma part tendant à savoir si
KEFLE

les intéressés avaient étécapturés, le Colonei /a répondu :

Nous avons procédé au nettoyage de la région entre ADAC ALLA

et AiCRA

Il m'a également précisé que l'opérati on se

Je vous signale, d'autre part, que le trafic
Terroviaire entre DIRE-DAOUA et DJIBOUTI a pu être repris

dermierepent. Pendant quelque temps, celui-ci se fera unique
ent dejour./

MERRIEN.
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Cantrle Chenin de fer
Traneoshiepie

1185

I192

11 Aout.

p Dota le 13Aft 1960

L'Ingénienr prineipal des TrataK Pblies
4ottremer

A Nonsieur 1'Ingénieur en Chef

Suite 1164 des 9 et 10 Aout

Chef u Service du Contr8le du C.F,B.
I.6.I.P. 3me Bures
27, rue udinot

PARIS

s A 4 heures départ d'un sutorail arec 1'équiye deant
aSsrer les premiers travaux de déblaienent de la voie.

Le Directeur Général et noi-mtme sccompagions 1'aubo
rail. Le contrleur général éthiopien, invité, nštait pas an

Lépart.
Situstion approximative du convoi apròs dérsillenent

I 196 A

fusillades

pelieg
Yoit eroquis joint

t prPlerres suz la roie entre Adagala et ATeha.e
le soir on annonçait 1'eneerelement Ateha et 1eha

e coups de fen autour de 1'agglonération.
Gros énoi en gare de Diré Daoua. Le Gourermeuraér

de ls Prerince es$ venusus nouvelles au t6léphone-prs
des sous chefs de gare (thiopiens ait eu 1Spereu an lphen
(en doandant le Palais) your annoncer ce mourel érnement.

Beus heures aprs en annongadt 1 nort et la fin de 1

Vattaire arait 66 grossie (peut-tire yas ns si
as 14inquiétude tatt grande autant en gare que
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Dépnrtdtun nouvesu train de troupe.
Les offeetifs miiitaires Adagala ?oivent 61evez

1 500 envirene te Jour des bonbardiers thíopíens ont bombard6
de ehntue ettéde la voie ferrée entre Adagala t la frontibre
de C.PS. et les trepes e rendaient en eamions sur les liete
bonbatét e ovemetr Gdndral & annonc? au Consul ?e Trsnce

(Bn fadt ils n'ont pos 6t6
eue les eoupables avaient été punis.
enpturés Les aviont ont bombardé tout ce qui vivait dans la

Un premier tzain Diré-Daous=Djibouti est pass? su Ka

196 A Ters 15 heures.

T616phome cotpé entre Daouenlé et la frontidre. La
eopure fut rapidenant localisée et réparée.

Reprisephrtielle du brafic. Un train de voyageurs
2yibeuti-Dire Daoua et quelques brains ?e marehandises ont 6té
mis en rorte, ans les deux sens. Cireulation de jour bien entendu
et svee eseorte militaire.

Le personnel de Diré Daoua est pluttt réticent pour
BSSUrer ls gonduite et le service des trains.

A moins ?e nouvelles zeprésailles, en retour, des
Peplations bonbardbes, le trafic avee protection militaire de

THELt reprendre petit & petitavee des horaires lents, se norma
isans pr la suite pour tendre, dans um délai imprévisible pour

14instent, ls reprise des eireulations de jour et de nuit ant6
Tieurese

e Directeur do 1'Exploitabion, en congé annuel en
ranse dezais 3 sensines, doit arriver à Djibouti sous peu.
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ET S

381S 3819

DIRE-DAQUA, LE 15 SEPTEMBRE 1960

RECU,LE 15 SEPTEMSRE 1960 18541

NO. 51/53

JA1 CU LE 5 SEPTEHBRE, UN ENTRETIEN AVEC LE COLONEL

TESSENA 1ZINEH QU1 VIENT DE PRENDRE SES FONCTIONS DE GOUVERACUR

DE DIRE-A0UA,

HON INTERLOCUTEUR M'A LONGUEMENT PARLE DES OPERATIONS

DE NETTOYA GE AUXQUELLES L'ARIALE ETHIOP IENNE PROCEDE DANS LA REGION

DEPUIS LE 9 AOUT LAFFA! RE, 4A-T-1L DIT, EUT ETE RAP I DEMENT

NEWEE A 81EN S SA HAJESTE NE SPETAIT POINT TROUVEE DANS LE HARRR

4L'EPOQUE

C'EST L'EMPEREUR QU1, SUR LES INSTANCES DES CHEFS DES

TRIBUS, A DONHE LORDRE D'ARRETER LES OPERATIONS, CELLES-Cl ONT

ETE REPRI SES ET MENEES AVEC VI GUEUR DES LE DEPART DU SOUVERAIN,

PAR DES TROUPES ENVO YEES sUR LES LIEUX PAR TRAIN DE DIRE DAQUA

ET PARDEUX BATA|LLONS PARTIS DE G1GGI GA,

A AICHA, M'A DECLARE L.E COLONEL, LA REPRESSION A ETE

RAP 1DE ET SEVERE, DE NOMBREUX CADAVRES SE TROUVENT ENCORE DANS

LES MAIS0NS. DES EQUIPES ONT DU ETRE ENVO YEES DANS CETTE LOCALITE

POUR Y PHENORE LES MESURES SANITA|RES IND|SPENSABLES,



Anmer 13

t

cONIDENTI

e

Dre Deove h 28 0Ct 1960

THE ANNEXES

eg8 eetobre 1960

Zean KERRIR, Con gul de Prance na Harnr
DIRRE-DAQUA

A SON EXCELLE CE KON SILUR L'ASL BASSADEUR

tDE TRAN CE HIOPIS

ADDIS-A3EBA

Un de nos conpatriotes qui vient de pa sser
deux jours à Afeha m'a indiqué que la ville est tou

Jours désertéepar ges habi tanta Sonalis. Senls, quel
ques Bthi opienset les employás du chemin de fer va

quent àleurs occupa tions sit s

60bTes ni sons se trouvent encore dans 16tat

o lles ont été mises par les massaeres. on infor

eteur a d??nombré une dizaine de ertnes jonchant les

zues désertea de Ia locaiité.

I1 ne revient, égal eien t, que les efforts
en trepria par l6# autorltés et par 1'apereur lui

e afin ?e taire revenir les bédoulns leur onnpe

Beut ne renoontrent que peu ddchos, Ouas HASSA

ERST & foutefotsyurécupérer une vingtaiue de chefs
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G0UVS RNKUR DJIBOUTI

SECRET.

TRLRGRAMME ARRI VRS

N° 209-210.

SAHADSTOM PARI 16 Aot 1960.

Adre sa é Ministre d' stat Paris-0ommun1quó6 Ambafranoe Addis-Abéba.

A la suite des nesures répress1ves des thiop1ena dont aura1 ent

été viotimes les Isse originaires de la cote Tren çaise des

Soaalis, 1'én0ti on est trds vive en a1lieu Issa & Di1bouti oû

d63à trouve orédit 1' 1d6e que nous s omnes d 'accord avec

1'Bthiopie.

Devant les risques de réprefsu4lles aur les ressortis

sants 6thi opi ens(d e) DJ1bout1, J'a1 dene ndé au cons ul Génórl

d'exiger la plus grande prud ence de ses compatriotes.

Des rótugiós surtout des fenne s et des enta nts sont

d6jà arrivés à ALI-SA BIEE et DIKHIL,Etant donné pénur ie des

(noyens), 11 est à eraindre que nous nous trouvions rapidement

devant un vóritable problème de rétugiés.

ATCOUR.
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AFEAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES

DECHIFFREmENT

AORBUTTONS 2. AL /3 BIS
3, Se 3 BIS

RECU

ARRI
ADRSSSEA ADDIS ABEBA

CONR IDENTIEL.

TÉLEGRAMME A L'ARRIVÉE

AL

CT

ANiELLANI DIRE DAOUA LS I7 AOUT I960 à I8 H 45

3 BIS CT

T8

THEANNEXES

3 BIS CT

N° 38/4o

IO H 02

Je ne réfère à votre télégrame N° 46.

n est possible en effet que des ressort1sants de

la Côte Française des Somalis qui se trouveraient à AICHA aient été

victimes des impitoyables mesures de repression prises par 1'armée

et la police depuis le IO Aont.

Les nouvelles qui me parviennent de cette localite
8Ont enoore confuses. Il se confirne toutefois gue tous les hommes

du village qui n'avaient pu prendre la fuite ont été passés par les
arBes. Seuls les employés de la gare paraissent avoir échappé au

DAB8acre. Deux de noscompatriotes qui était hier à AICHA ont pu

0onstater qu'11 y avait encore des foyers d'inoendie. Les massacres
benblent avoir été suivis.

D'autre part, les services de sécurit? ont , le I4
Aolt, fait ?esoendre à la gare d'AICHA tous les voyageurs Somalis

du trein DIRE DAOUA-DJTBOUPI. I1 est probable que ceux-ci ont été

tuo1l26s, Il n'est pas exolu qu'1l y avait parmi eux des ressortis
Sant de la Côte Frangaise des Somalis. Les services des voies da

Cacain de fer sont en partie ?ésorganisés, En effet, la plupart des

Os1iens quí ytraveillaient ont ?isparu - morta ou en fuite et
autres demandent à re1oindre (DTRE DAOUA). Les somaliens de cette

8ont euz-mênos teYzOrLs6s par la orainte de représailles.
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ET -S
TÉLÉGRAMME tevée

AFRULLkvriklotsABA, e 2 S8Pr. Ig8o
Reçu, le 2

ARIS 651/62

De DIRE DAOUA 46/47 en date du 2 Septembne

Il me rerient gue le Gouvernetent thiopie aurait
déo2b6 1'arrestation Ges responsables ?u atacre dont la

popuLation d'AICHA a été victíme. Il s aziralt iu Chef de

Cistriet et de policiers. Les intéressés seraient, ne dit-on,
traduitts devant le trbanal d'Aãdis Abeba, Cette décision
Sera1t, perns-ton, Ge rature a calmer les mi1ieux somE118

Elleaurait étE prise Burtoat ?ans le but d'enlever au Gouver

nement de Mogadiacio tout sotf de porter 1affairedevant

sune instance internationale.
D'autre part, selon ine information parveue à

Diré Daoua, les forces éthiopierines ubiraient des pertes
Béveres au cours d'opérations de nettoyage qu'elles ont
entreprises depuis le 9 Aoit -on parle de 6 tu?s en noyerne
par jour De sonc0té la troupe tirerait sans soation sur

toute personnequi se présente sa vue./.

JUNIAC



AFFAIRES ERANGERES

biCHITeENT

ATTRIEUTZONS

THEANNEXES

T

TÉLÉGRANMME AtARRIVÉE

3 CH 3BIS AL 3BIS CA 381S SJ 3BIS DE

ArnL LEVAIN lADDIS ABEBA, le 2 SEPT. I960
Reçu, le 2

SEP1D

N° 651/652

De DIRE DAOUA N° 46/47 en date du 2 Septembre

ZEIS SC

16HZO

I8H40

Il me revient que le Gouvernement éthiopien aurait
déeidé 1'arrestation des responsables du massacre dont la
pOpulation d'AICHA a été victime. Il s' agirait au Chef de

aistriet et de polioiers. Les intéressés seraient, me dit-on,
traduits devant le tribuna l d'Addis Abeba, Cette décision
serait, pense-t-on, de nature à calmer les milieux somelis.
Elle aurait été prise surtout dans le but denlever au Gouver

nement de Mogadiscio tout mot if de porter 1 affaire devant

LUne instance internationale.

JUNIAC

D'autre part, selon une informati on parvenue à

Diré Daoua, les forces éthiopiennes subiraient des pertes
Béveres au cours d'opérations de nettoyage qu'elles ont

entre prises depuis le 9 Aoüt - on parle e 6 tu?s en noy enne

pAr jour - De son coté la troupe tirerait sans sonation sur

toute personne qui se présente à sa Vue./
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HARAR

FROUE LEVANT

Idenent dea incidents

AL (3)

DgLboust

Coaunigué Lt

200
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Transmis eu Dépertement

ARRIV r&

paur informelion sous le no 293/AL
Dirré Deous le 10 0CL 1960ect 0C,5.5

10eetobre 1960

Jesa RRISN, Con sul de France au Harar
DIRRE-DAOUA

abe A SC XCRLLKCBKONSIBUR L'ALBASSADEUR

DB TRAf CE EHIOPIE
ADDI S-AD RBE

Darsat 1'audience qu'il leur a aceordáe,

lora de son paasnge à Árré-aoua, 1'nyereur a ?éclaré
aux chefs da la tribu Iaaa qu'il avait oråonué que des

GeSuzos soloutprisos en favaur dos vietises des ré

pressions d'ALahael

LeSouvarain a, en partioulic, indiquá

qa'l eosptait prendre à Ss eherge les orphelins de

oetto loonlité qui pourraient 8ire groupés Dirré
acua mue.Cette nosre Bi bieaveillanto u'elle paraft

en sol n'apag rencoatré la faveur de toue les dirLgeants
Iasas. Gertaíns y voieat én 6ffet une uanoeuvre du Gou

veraenent Btaiopien en vue de soustralre ces jeunes gens



his book is the first document to be published on one

of the great massacres perpetrated against the Soma
li populations of Ethiopia. It presents the results of a

research work carried out by an independent team to

break the silence on the atrocities that the inhabitants of the city of
Aysha'a and of its surroundings had lived on the 12th August 1960

and the following days.

T

Cross-referencing archival documents found in ?ífferent coun

tries (France, United Kingdom, Ethiopia, Egypt and Somalia) and
testimonies collected from survivors and victims relatives, thís
book provides first-hand information that establishes undeníable
evidence on the reality, the scope and the consequences of the
Aysha'a massacre. It analyzes the chain of events in the world and

in the Horn of Africa that led to the planning of this massacre by
the former Ethiopian imperial regime and demonstrates why what
happened in Aysha'a can be qualified as genocide, according to
the definition and criteria established by the United Nations, in its
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Ge
nocide.

Dedicated to the memory of the victims, this research aims to

shed light on a hidden tragedy, to facilitate its official recognition
as a genocide and to prevent the recurrence of other crimes against
humaníty of this nature in the region, In this, it constitutes an exa
mple ofacitizen and academic initiative tomeet the duty to re
member and lays the groundwork for further research on this his

toricevent.
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