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Introduction

he US invasion of Somalia was launched with great fanfare by
a lame-dunk president who just one  month before had been

overwhelminglydefeatedatthepolls.Virtuallyovemight,andwith-
outeventhesemblanceofapubhicdebate,PresidentBushannounced
hewassendinganoccupationforceona"rescuemission."President-
elect Clinton immediately announced his full support.

Alongside  the US Marines,  the  mass media were  mobilized to
overwhelm the American public with heartbreaking scenes of starv-
ing  Somali  children.  For several weeks  the words  "invasion"  and
"hilitary"  were  inseparable  from  "humamtarian." Joumali§ts  and

acadcmics held forth on the new, "philanthropic" role of the Penta-
gon.

ThecomplexwebOfhistorical,socialandpoliticalforcesthathad

produced  the  catastrophe in  Somalia were  reduced  in  the  official
presentadon of events to a series of soundbites and epithets. There
was the notable example of NBC News anchorman Tom Brohaw in
Mogadishu describing the warring Somahi factions as "yahoos."

Insofar as there was any pretense of an explanation for the social
calamity that had engulfed Somahia, it was limited to denunciations
of the  "war  lords."  They  became  the  latest  in  a  growing  list  of
officially designated malefactors - such as the "drug king" Manucl
Noriega and the ``tyrant" Saddam Hussein - whose transgressions
had®obepunisheddydispatchingtheusmihitarytobombandshoot
the local populations and occ'iipy their territory`

There was no examination of the bloody and sordid history of
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European imperialism in the Horn of Africa, or the more recent role
of the  United  States  in  propping up  tyrants  like  deposed  Somali
leadersiadBarre,sponsoringright-winginsurgenciesandfomenting
tribal warfare throughout the continent.

Silence  about  the  past  was  required  to  justify  the  crimes  of
Americanimperialisminthepresentandthosebeingpreparedforthe
future. Journalists,  scholars  and  polidcal. figures  - from Andrew
YoungtoformerCIAchiefRichardHelms~werebroughtforward
to declare that the United States was acting selflessly and had "no
strategic interest" in Somalia.

The invasion was greeted with universal  enthusiasm across the
spectrum of bourgeois politics. Faced with a unilateral White House
decision to dispatch 30,000 troops, a naval amada, planes, tanks and
attack helicopters halfuray around the world, Congress did not even
bother to go through the motions of a debate.

WithinafewweeksoftheAmericantroof)slandinginMogrdishu,
the  media's  preoccupation  with  the  fate  of starving  Somalia  had
vanished as suddenly as it had arisen. With US, French, Italian and
other forces attacking Somalis from one part of the country to the
other,  and the  toll  of civilian dead and wounded  rising daily,  the
consensus had become: the less said, the better.

Moreover, the activities of US envoy Robert Oakley in putting
together a new Somali political apparatus subservient to Washing-
ton,andestablishingaUS-trainedpohiceforcewerebetterleftinthe
dark.

By  the  end  of February,  less  than  three  months  after  being
dispatc.hed for the supposed purpose  of feeding starving children,
American troops in Mogadishu were gunning down youth demon-
strating against colonialism as they chanted "US Out of Somalia."

Asofthiswriting,planswerebeingimp]ementedforthemilitay
occupation of Somalia to be placed under UN auspices, with  the
UnitedStatesmaintainingsome5,000groundtroopsandanoffshore
force of sailors and marines.

Thisbookpresentstherecordoftheworke-r-;League'sresponse
to  the  invasion  of  Somalia.  It  consists  of  articles  and  editorial
statements published in the Bulledn, the party's weekly newspaper.

Thesearticlesareexamplesofwhati§amritytoday-thecritical
and historical analysis of contemporary political and social develop-
ments. At a dine when the networks prrrot the press handouts of the
"litary and call it "the news," when the Pentagon public relations
office sets the political, ideolostcal and moral tone for the country,
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the thoughtful reader will find the assessment presented here both
informative and stimulating.

A paricularly vital  challenge  falls to the Marxist party under
conditions of imperialist war and Colonial conquest, when the ma-
chineryofhypocrisyanddeceitofbourgeoissocietyisplacedonfull
throttle.Thepartywhichrepresentsthesocialistworkingclassmust
out through the ITiaze of official lies and present a scientific analysis
of events.

Itmustplacethepresentdevelopmentswithintheirrealhistorical
context,revealingthegeneraltrendofimperialistmilitary,economic
and political intervention. It must expose, behind the hypocritical
statements of the policy makers, their actual aims and motives. And
it must show the dass interests which underlie the actions of the
government, waning of the implications of imperialist aggression
abroudforthedemocraticrightsandsocialconditiousoftheworking
class at home.

The Workers League undertook this task from the outset of the
invasion  of Somalia. As the  Bulletin  editorial  board statement of
I)ecember 4, 1992 explained:

"Inreality,theUnitedStatesispreparingtocarryoutthcmilitary

oocupationofSomaliasoitcaninstallapuppetregimeandestablish
American military and economic hegemony over the region.

"What is involved here is not simply an isolated militaly adven-

ture, but the drive I]f American imperialism to recolonize Africa and
large parts of Asia and Latin America."

Succeeding issues of the Bulletin Sought to expose the dailns of
Bush,Clintonandthemediathatthcinvasionwascarriedoutforthe
purpose of feeding starving Somalis; to  reveal the real economic,
political and military aims of the intervention; and to provide an
outLineofthehistoryofimperialistdominationoftheregion-the
real source of the social catastrophe which has befallen the Somali
people,aswellashundredsofmillionsmorethroughoutAfuca,Asia,
the Middle East and Latin America,

Thefimlthreearticlespublishedinthisbockdocumentthebrutal
realityoftheimperialistoccupationofSomalia,andthewayinwhich
theinvasionofthiscountryhasalreadypavedthewayfortheretuni
of colonial troops to other parts of AIrica.

The publication of this book is part of the Workers League's
stniggletopohicallyanntheworkingclassandcreatetheconditions
for its mobilizfltion in defense  of the  Somali people and all  those
oppressed by US imperialism.



Why ls the US Invading Somalia?

A to the easterii African country of Somalia and another 30,000
mostovemighttheUnitedStateshasdispatched1,800mannes

troops are on the way.
TheocoupadonofSomaliahasbeenundertakenwithvirtuallyno

explamdon  from  the  Bush  administration  and without  even  the
pretense of a public debate.

Onlytheflimsiestofreasonsforthesuddendispatchoftroopsare
being  offered.  Meanwhile  the  American  people  are  being  over-
whelmed by a hypocritical and cynical media barrage which depicts
theinvasionasanobleactofhumanitarianaidtothestarvingSomali
people.

Itsobjectistopoliticallychloroformuspublicopinionsothatthe
occupation of Somalia is a fart acompli before the masses of people
have even had time to consider its implications.

A moment's reflection, however, makes clear that the huge de-
ploymentoftroops,ships,planesandsuppllestothelndianOcean,
which began within a few days of the first public disclosure of the
proposed  operation,  is  the  product  of many months  of intensive
planning and preparation.

Ahunantragedyofincalculabledimensionsisindeedunfolding
in{hispoverty-strickencountryintheHomofAfrica.Thousandsof
men,womenandchildrenaredgivgof§tarvation.Butonewouldhave
to abandon all critical faculties to accept as good coin the assertions

First appcarcd in the Bulledn on December 4, 1992
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of the big business media and pohiticians that the  current lnilitary
achonismotivatedbya`desiretoalleviatethesufferingoftheSomali
people.

ReliefworkerspubliclydisputeBush'sclainthattherehasbeena
sharp decline jn recent weeks in the movement of food supplies to
famine-strickenSomahi.Andmanyofthereliefagenciesonthespot
have denounced the US decision to send in troops.

A spokeswoman from the Somalia Relief Agency Of Britain told
theBulledn,Thetroopswil]contributetotheconflict.They.ul]not
help it .... The US is trying to use this situation to get hack into the
country.„

No  government  official  has  even  attempted  to  clarify  why  a
30,000-strongforcehackedbyships,attackhchicoptersandbombers
is required to ensure the delivery of food supplies. Nor have they
explainedwhyAmericantroopsaretobestationedatkeylocations
throughout the country, even though only a pordon of southern
Somalia is affected by the fanine.

Thcrearemanyplacesaroundtheworldwherema§sesOfpeople

araen:#dgsE°a:dhH::8:dedc£:=fyj:i:ELMd:n¥ab:q::'agg?o':
illness and starvation is Iraq. There the cause of the human disaster
is well known - the genocidal bombing campaign Of the Uhited
States  combined  with  the  economic  blockade  maintained  dy  the
UnitedNations,thcveryforceswhichnowclaimtobeintervening
into Somalia to "save lives."

ButSomaliahasbeenchosenfromamongthesepoverty-stricken
countriesasthetngetforimmediatemihitaryoccupationfordefirite
reasons whieh have nothing to do with hunanjtarian concerns.

The White House and Pentagon interest in Somalia is based on
thestrategicinportanceofthisregiontotheeconomie,militryand
geopelitical interests of American imperialism, The Horn of Africa
facesacrossthelndianOceantolndiaintheeast;itliesalongtheRed
SeawaterwaytoEgyptandlsrael;itliesacrossanarrowstripofwater
from the oil-rich Arabian peninsula; and it provides a direct ocean
path to the Persian Gulf and Iran.

FormanyycarstheUSmaintainedamilharyandintemgencebase
in Berbera,  on the northern coast across the  Gulf of Aden from
Yemen.AlargepercentageOfEurope'soilsuppljespassesalongthe
HomofAfiicaandcontrolofSomaliawouldgivetheUSenormous
leverage  agrinst its impcriaHst rivals.  It would as well  strengthen
American military striking power in the Middle East, the Persian
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Gulf, northern Africa and the Indian subcontinent.
ThetollofdiseaseanddeathinSomaliaistheendproductofmore

than  a  century of colonial  oppression,  carried  out by  the  British,
Frenchandltalians,followedbythesemicolonialenslavementofthe
country through such insrfutions as the United Nations, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

The Stalimst bur€aucr.acy in the fomer Soviet Union played a no
less reac   onary role,  helping in the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s  to
imposethebrutaldictatorshipofsiadBarreontheSomalimassesand
even proclaiming his regime to be a "socialist state."

The United States played a crucial role in preparing the present
catastrophe, backing Siad Barre since the mid-1970s as a counter-
weight to the  Soviet influence in neighboring Ethiopia. With the
disintegrationofthesovietunion,Washingtonwithdrewitssupport
for the Barre regime, leading to its collapse in early 1991.

But  Somalia  is  oily  one  of  many  countries  in  Africa  where
American inperialist intervention and intrigue led to social disaster.
As  part of its  Cold  War struggle  against Soviet influence  on  the
continent, the US deliberately fomented civil war and backed coun-
terrevolutionary  mercemry  forces  in  one  country  after  another.
Among its most notorious proxies were RENAMO in Mozambique
andtJBFTAinAngola.Hundredsofthousandsaretodaystarvingin
these two countries alone as a result of us policies.

Bush has managed  to  cram  two  bloody invasions  of small  and
oppressed countries into his single term, killing hundreds of thou-
``dndsfortheostensiblepurposeofputtingdowndictatorsinPanama
and Iraq.

Now, with the elections out of the way, and with the full support
oftheincomingDemocraticadministration,heplanstoendhisterm
ofofficewithanothermilitaryonslaughtagainstadefenselesspeople.

American  imperialism  has  always  justified  its  acts  of military
aggressiononthenoblest"humnitarian"grounds.Thiswasthecase
from the  Spanish-American War of 1898  to the war in Vietnam.
Reagan occupied Beirut and bombed Libya supposedly to combat
"terrorism," and he invaded Grenada to "save American lives."

In every one of these wars, the official explamdons given at the
time-fromthesinkingofthebattleshipM4j.#cinHavanaharborto
the defense of ``tiny Kuwait" -have subsequendy been shown to be
a pack of lies.I

In reahty, the United States is preparing to carry out the military
occupation of Somalia so it can install a puppet regive and establish



Am#=s¥o¥d=::Cis°::::::;::,°s:ra:e:rmThear;gr;:n*ntre,
butthedriveofAmericanimpelialismtorecolonjzeAfricaandlarge
palts  of Asia  and  Lach America.  As Washington  Post columnist
RjchardCohendedaredthispastwcck:"Yes,there'sawhiffofwhite-
man-burdcnism here, but so what?"

J.ustTe#sca:tbeuTcinn!::u-b;eos¥tsa„i=-=T::g:f.#s¥ct:::F.eg
theforlllers.in.etThi.nn  I+airi   T`T^-I. v____   A_     ISoviet Union, Haiti, North Korea, Cambodia and else-
where,

It is a dramatic expression of a pronounced shift on the part of

:¥g;jthE¥;;±Em:::pcae:an=j;¥tgjtge:£7f:unghge]=£g:_
States  is  using its rilitay supremaey to  strengthen  its  strategic
positionanddemonstratetoits"alhes"Gemanyandjapanthatithas
theabiHtytoactu[rilaterally.

This  nulitary  action  comes  in  the  midst  of deepening  trade
conflicts  between  the  US,  Eurt)I)e  and  Japan  and  sharpening
interimperialist  tensions  in  the  aftermath  of the  collapse  of the
Stalinist regines in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.

umTeTys:::g=da:dkecaap#j:tg:ooHftifi::o:,=p;etooTficth3:vlthc:

¥p:E;:tde¥:itsaEainagt::=s:Oa::e::nfier::I:::rat;:Ovr±d,.o::::
come. Considcratjous of mtional sovereignty, they proclaim, must
notbeallowedtoblocktheUSfromintcrveliingmljtarilythrough-
out Afrca, Ladn America and Asia.

JimHoagland.theforeignaffairscolunmistfortheWashington
Post, VIote: "Freed from Cold War restraints and obligations, the
Americanmiharynytumouttobetheidealorganizationforglobal
hunanitarianemergencies.Somaliacouldbeatumingpointinthc
Pentagon's search for vital new mjssious.  It could revive and give
contenttotheideaofanAmerica-lednewworldorder."

SpeahingonthcMCNeil-Lehrertclevisionnewsprogran,former
CIA chief Richard Helms declared: "It's a new ball grme. I've been

:gfrfa:OnfuEees¥:Winc#eve*:[hd:dv?ue,v:gogri;=d:atl:::i:a:
or five.TherearelotsofothersinthcoldSovietUhon,andsoforth.

"Tis is an endrdy different ball game .... It seems to me that

Somalia is a great place to Eck it off,... "
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Asked  whether  US  intervention  into  an  intrmal  situation  in
another  country  worried  him,  fomer  UN Ambassador  Andrevr
Young§ald,"Itdoesn'tbothermeatall.Oneofthethingswe'regoing
to have to do in places like Liberia, to some catcnt in Haiti ... we're
goingtohavetofindawayundertheauspicesoftheUritedNations
to deal with internal questions .... It is appropriate that we lean what
ispussibleandwhatisnecessaryinSomaliaandthenweseehowthat
lesson can bc applied with others."

The shameless subservience of the Urioe>d Nations to the latest
predatory moves of the United States further exposes its reaedonary
role. The fiction of the United Nations as a benevolent mediator
between imperialist and oppressed nations has been exploded by the
collapse  of Stalinism  and  the  breakup  of the  postwar  imperialist
order.

The t`im by American imperialism to military foroe abroad is
accompanied by the ever more flagrant disregard for the tradidoml
formsofdemocradcprocedureathomc.ThewhiceHouscnoLonger
makes  even  a  pretense  of seeking congressional  approval  for  the
launching of wars which could cost hundreds of mihions of dollars
and sacrifice the lives and Limbs of thousands of young workers.

Bush announced his plans for troops to Somalia and a week later
thefirstcondngcntof1,800marineswasonitsway,withoutasingle
vote taken or so much as a debate in Congress,

Congress and the poLidcians of both big business parde§ are, for
theirpart,morethanhappytocedeallpowertotheWhiteHouse,the
Pentagon and the CIA

It is no surprise that the lackeys of Ameriean capitalism who head
the AFL-CIO and Uiiited Auto Workers give their support to the
occupationofSomalia,TheirbackingforthebLoodbathagainsthaq
was a pledge that the labor bureaucracy would do its palt to subordi-
mate the working class to the war rmchine of American inperiaLism.

The invasion of Somalia is, moreover, the Clearest demonstradon
ofthereactiomrycharacteroftheincomingClintonadmiristration.
It shows that there is no essential difference between the Democradc
and Republican parties, both of which are pohidcal instniments of
American imperiahem.

How  can  one  explain  the  abillty  of an  administration  which
suffered a massive repudiation at the polls to take such drasdc action
after the elechous, except for the fact that the hilitary intervention
was secretly discussed and agreed to in advance by Clinton and the
Democrats?



10

nial¥p::agti¥nesTn°fae:i=f£Setrfbseurpa?:I::SD°efmqrce:1::;Sun±¥s;::::

:£n¥I§:le±Cgso:#g!i£;j±£d£¥:ii£::a:p¥i:]§;igsi:itrj::::v:€ae;i;

ri:Bh;g:d;:;!tm3ejns:g:ue:::::rs:::f:q;,sfo;n::c;fugp:oiiling:,jvI3i:alfijcigeaggd
ecoBnuot¥:::::::]rne::J3::nai:::I:::emn::'es:ori::]ieh[stor]cons|s

%fc¥thqeenfa:I:fr::pj:r;]s:t:::nrF:efj§ft:a:£Tt:i;::er:;:c£:1_:stdtyw::]tou7=r:s:s:¥;
throughoutAfrca.

r]gfts¥r#:d=:;:necg°fa¥£:;:asb:feeEe:nc£;e;::rofdtt;a:wEg;ggs::i:a:1:a:::

a{pTgi:th¥E°:f:i:::¥cani']r;ea:aiiifad:¥£S;:£°.I;:e::mag::t:]rs]somf

c:oieEsi:eogiarsif:ty:iv:e:::adii:jF:o:,ale:I:th;:osii¥:!:ei±is:oir:aisi¥
tiona].

The Return to Colonialism

I.TheWorkersLeagueunequivocallycondemnstheUSinvasion
of somalia.Theunleashingoftensofthousandsoftroops,backedby
warships,jetfightersandattackheheopters,isabmtalviolationofthe
sovereignty of the Somali people. It signals a return to the naked
colohialenslavementOftheopprcssedpeoplesnotonlyofAfiica,but
throughout the world.

2.Thecynieism,hypocrisy,anddownrightl)ingthathaveaccom-
panied this latest mihitary adventure are extraordinary - even by
White  House  standards.  The  military subjugadon  of ari AIrican
country is being palmed off by the American goverrment and its
media lackeys as a "humanitarian mission"!

3.]usttwodaysafterthefirstmarineslandedinMogrdishu,Bush
sent  a  letter  to  Congress  repudiating  his  initial  claim  that  the
intervention would be over before the January 20 imugundon of
Clinton.  Bush  acknowledged  there would  be  no deadline  for the
troops'withdrawal,andthatadditiomlforcesmjghthavetobcscnt.
Already the government is indicating that it has set into motion a
protracted hilitary oc>cupation of the African ]iatiDn.

4. The claim that 30,000 US troops are needed to feed starving
Somalj people is a fraud. virtually an credible rchief agendes in the
countryinsistedthatfoodcouldbedeLiveredtothoseinnecdwithout
placingthepopuladonunderthejackbootofthehilitay.Within24
hours of the invasion, two Somalis were killed and seven more were

First appeared in the Bulletin on Deceiliber 11,  1992
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wounded in a hail of bullets fired by Americ.an marines and French
lectonnalres.Thepcrmgon'smarchingorders,itseems,areto"save"
the Somali people by killing any Of them who get in its way!

5. The human tragedy which Washington invokes as the pretext
foritsinvasionisitselfaproductofimperialistpolicy.Thecollapse
of Somahia is only one example of imperialism's systematic destruc-
tion of the national economies of all the oppressed countries. US-
Controlled financial institudons such as the Intcmational Monetary
Fund  and  the  World  Bank have  imposed  capitalist  free  market
polidesaimedatthewholesaleprivatizationofstateentexprisesand
a drastic reduction in consumption. These pcilieies have condemned
billions to hunger and nrisery.

6. The American invasion of Somalia marks the onset of a new
imperialistdrivetocarveupAfricaandtherestoftheformercolorial
world.  The  countries  of Afrca  and Asia which  achieved  political
independence after World War 11 from the old colonial empires of
Europe are clnce again to be placed under foreign military rule.

7.  The  lie  that the  US  military represents the  "humanitarian"
solution to starvation in Somalia is a rationale for colonial domim-
tion by the United States cif much ofAfuca, Asia and Latin America.
The Wall StreetJoumal, for example, approvingly cited in a recent
ardcle  the  statement  of a  historian  who  wrote  that  the  United
Nations, acdng on behalf Of the major imperialist powers, should
begin"movingintothebusinessofgovemment,takingcountriesinto
its trusteeship for vargivg periods .... " The Wall StreetJoumal then
commented: "There is a word for this: colonialism."

8.Muchhasbeensaidaboutthe"deathofMarxism,"butneverhas
Lenin's analysis of imperialism been more dearly vindicated than
today. In words no less relevant than when they were whtten more
than 75 years ago, Lenin characterized imperialism as the "exploita-
tionofanincreasingnumberofsmallorwealmationsbyanextremely
small group of the richest or more powerful nations."I

9. The US invasion is a manifestadon Of the irrevocable breck-
downofthepost-WorldWarllimperialistorder.Theconditionsof
extremecrisisanddeepeningworldrecessionwhichchamctcriaethe
world  capitalist system  compel impeinlism  to  do  away with  the
linitedconcessions,includingpditicalindependence,grantedtothe
forme]colohialcountriesinthepastwarperiod.Thisglobalcrisisis
the source of the scramble for control of rmrkets, sources of raw
materials  and cheap labor between the major capitalist countries.
Moreover,thecollapseoftheSovietUnion,whichwasakeyelement
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of the old world order, has enormously accelerated this process.
10.TheinvasionofSomaliasetsthestlgcforasharpescalationof

theconflicts-economic,politicalandultimatelymilitary.-among

:eE:j,o,I.¥opemnLal;:tff:Curs;ts¥e:=ghtaos=s:q±'|=|Tt:¥;=:

=£=idevemnc:Eemag=|n:tti:aniv±=:og:?E:lrsth=iFplisJ:=t
and carmany are neither able nor willing to stand by indefinitely

;ohiiee=:o=c£¥eppeepenm::?,fie:nfrec£;ti:nboyf¥ecanryenm=:I;
aggression thus contains the seeds of world War Ill.

11. This latest US intervention is not a sudden reaction to the
famine  in  Somalia.  It  is  the  product  of long-debated  and  well-
preparedplansforthedeploymentofUSforcesallovertheworld.
Last March The New York Times leaked the Pentagon's "Defense
Planning Guidance" for  1994-1999, which called for an expanded

;aeff:t%,fiircceMT]rdisetiE:ha¥ds£:¥rmtie:ns#ee#ri::.Arisria;
document also called for meas`ires to maintain American military
supremaeyoverGermanyandJapan.Itdcclared:"Oursmtegymust
now  rofoous  on  precluding the  emergence  of any  future  global
competitor...topreventanyhostilepowerfromdominatingaregion
whose resources would, `indcr consolidated control, be sufficient to

¥irath:e3:!;o¥thw:e:r£T:ii:e:I:s;=¢ef#;e:I:=:dtaesfufgp?p;e!g:
an article entitled "Flash Points, Confusion, Chaos and Conflict,"
which listed doaens of countries around the world as potendal areas

3:pui=¥thi.:t;:%i°::uTseR#faceghi5]t::t:dn!:`#::Ca:
Bosnia,Croatia,Albania,BulgariaandRomania;intheMiddleEast,
Turkey,  Lebanon,  haq,  Israel and  Iran;  in Africa,  hibya,  Egypt,
Morocco, Zaire, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya and other corn-
tries;  all of the countries of the Indian subcontinent; in  Southeast
Asia, Burma, Korea, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam; Indonesia,
Papua New Guinea,  the Philippines and  China  in  East Asia;  and
Cuba,  EI  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Col`rmbia,  Peru  and
Suriname in Latin America.

1}.Workersshouldapplytheircridcalfaouldestotheconstantly
repeatedclaimthatSomaliaisofnostrategicinteresttotheUnited
States. Anyone who  looks at a map  of the Horn of Africa, which
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Somaliaoccupies,canseetheabsurdityofthisassertion.Thercgion
is of vital milinry, economic and polidcal importance. It lies across
theGulfofAdenfromtheoil-richArabianpeninsula,dowlitheRed
Sea from Israel and Egypt,  and across the Indian Ocean from the
Indian subcondnent. In the aftermath of the Iranian revolution of
1979,thepentagondispatchedteamstosomaliainpursultofmilitary
base agreements to secure US imperialist interests throughout the
region.

14. Since the beginnings of Euiiope's colonial empires, this was
oneofthemosthotlycontestedregionsofAffica.Britain,Franceand
Italy all established colonial holdings in the Horn Of Africa. After
fomalindependence,USimperialismviedwiththeSovietUhionfor
dominadonofthereon.AspartofthisColdWarstruggle,theUS
fomentedcivilwarsandbackedmilitarythugsinSomaliaandmany
other African countries, creadrg the conditions for the famine that
sulkstheentireregjontoday.TheUSpouredhundredsofmillions
dollars into Somalia and propped up the regine Of Siad Barre for
more than a decade, maintaining a mititry and intelligence base at
the northern Somah city of Berbera.  Under US protection Barre
slaughtcredtensofthousandsofSomalisinthenorthemprrtofthe
country  in  the  late   l980s.  His  rcrfue  collapsed  when  the  US
withdrewitssupportfollowingthebreakupOfthcSovietredmc.

15.  What about  the  vast  mineral  wealth  of Africa?  Is  not  the
dispatchof30,000troopsconnectedtotherichdepositsofdtaninm,
cobalt,magnesium,goldandotherpreciousandstrategicmetalsand
minerals that exist on the continent?

16.  Clinton  has  declared  his  film  support  for  the  invasion  of
Somalia,andinsistedthatnotimelimitbeplacedonthedeployment
ofAmericanforcesthere.HetoldaWashingtonpressconferenccon
Tuesday,"Webelievethatthisnrissionhasmeritandthatanartificial
tinetablecannotbeim|ioseduponit."Nothingcouldmoreclearly
demoustratethereactionarycharacteroftheincomingDemocratic
administrationandthefactthatClintonisnolessarepresentadveof
AmericaninperialismthanhisRcpubhcanopponentintheelections.
If anything, Clinton is promising to accelerate the use of American
military force abroad. Last month he emerged fi-om his first White
House  meeting  with  Bush  and  boasted  of having  discussed   15
international "trouble spots" witli the outgoing president.

17.Theassaultonsomatiahaslaidbaretheutterdecayofso-called
democraey in America. None of the big business candidates men-
tloned a word about impending war during the election campaign.
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But once the vote was out of the way and the mling class, by means
ofitstwo-partysystemanditsmediamanipulationofpublicopinion,
had selected its chosen representative, the war was launched. Over-
night, hundreds of millions of dollars were allocated and thousands
of youth were sent to fight without any public debate. The political
ei]nuchsincongressgladlycededtheirconstitutionalprerogativesto
the Whlte House and the Pentagon. They did not even mount the
pretense of a congressional debate, such as that which preceded the
war on Iraq.  The two political parties which had just eng\aged in
months of mutual mudslinging were in total accord. And this far-
flung operation, which has vast implications for the working class in
the United States and around the world, was carried out by a lame
duck government that had just been routed and humihiated at the
pous!

18.TheunbndledmiutarismwhichincreasinglydominatesAmeri-
can polidcs has the gravest implications for the American working
class. A capitalist nation which imposes colonial slavery on workers
and oppressed peoples abroad is compelled to attack the democratic
rights and conditions of life of workers at home. The watchword of
all class-conscious workers must be: US hands off Somalia!

19, It goes without saylng that the official trade `mion organiza-
tions will hail the subjugation of Somalia. For our part, the Workers
League Stands on the side of the  Somali masses and all oppressed
peoples in the struggle against US imperialism. There is no doubt
that the  drive to recolonize the oppressed countries will generate
massive resistance around the world. The people of Africa, Asia and
Latin America will not accept enslavement by imperialist conquer-
ors,

20. The ultimate end of this adventure, and of rhilitary interven-
tions  to  come,  will  be  a  bloody catastrophe  for  US  imperialism.
American workers can prevent themselves from being dragged into
this disaster only through the organization of an independent politi-
cal struggle against American capitalism.

21.  Long  ago  the  Fourth  International warned  that the world
wouldbebroughtfacetofacewiththevolcaniceruptionofAmerican
imperialism.  That time  is  at  hand.  The  way forward  in  the  fight
against militarism, depression and the attack on democratic rights is
the struggle for the international unity of the working class on the
basis of the program of world socialist revolution.



Colonialism's Humanitarian Mask

InthepastweekstheBulletinhasbeenaskedbysympatheticreaders
and e-ven Workers League supporters whether its opposition to

theusinterventioninsomaliaisjustifiedinthefaceofthestarvation
prevailing in that country,

Giventhesituationwhichexiststhererightnow,theyask,isitnot
pemissibletobesomewhatlessintransigentinopposingUStroops?

Suchthinkingisperhapsunderstandablefromanemotionalpoint
of view. But it tends to overlook that when it comes to fomulating a
poliey, one must think not only of the "now," but also the "before"
and"after."Thesolutiontotoday'sproblcmsmustbegroundedinan
understanding  of their  historical  roots  and  the  long-tern conse-
quences of the policies adopted to resolve them.

Let us review this question.
Washington has justified  the  ocoupation  of Somalia  by 30,000

combat troops, armed with the most advanced weaponry, with the
claimthatitiscarryingouta"humanitarian"missiontobringanend
to starvation in this African country.

The big business media never hint that there could be any other
interests involved. It excludes any reference to the country's history,

previous US involvement in Somalia or any real examination of the
causesofthedeadlyfaminewhichisstalkingmuchofAfricaandAsia.

Already the  initial  statements  of Bush  that  Operation  Restore
IIopewouldbemerelyashort-termreliefmissionhavebeenexposed

First appeared in the Bulledn as an editorial on December  18,  1992
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asalie.TlleWhiteHouse,Congressandthemediaopenlyacknowl-
cdgethatthisisthebefuningofanopen-endedmjlitaryoccupation,
bothintermsofitsduntionandthenumberoftroops.

Every worker  recognizes  the  necessity of delivering  food  to  a
famine-stricken people.  But no one has even attempted to explain
whythecondidonsinSomaliacanonlybeansweredwiththelargest
invasionofAfricasiliceMussohi'stroopsmarchedintoEthiopia.

WhenBushfirstannouncedtheplannedUSoperadon,heinsisted
thattrcopshadtobesentimmediatelytodealwithadrasticdeterio-
rationintheconditionsfacingthesomahipeople.Heassertedthatthe
movementoffoodtofaminezoneshadbeenreducedtoatrickleand
that the rate of starvation was rapidly rising. This has since been
exposedasabare-facedlie.Itisnowuniversallyachaowledgedthat,
asbadasconditionsremin,thelevelofstarvationhasbecndeclining
over the last several months and the worst of the famine is over.

of¥afh:nti%:nnj::]sS£:#s::a:lets,:ts¥¥net¥:rtd:i]][;gngmf'ogohdt
totheSomalis.Thisisonemorelie.ManyofthoseinvolvedinSomali

;een;eef::t:gens:r€];s#egdp¥,:uc;:i=na:Toed::;,anodbss:1:,e¥attoth£¥
movement of food supplies.

Workers should consider the scope of the present US ndlitary
deployment  in  Somalia.  Some  30,000  marines  and  soldiers  have
landcdandarefarmingoutthroughoutthecountry.Heavily-armed
hclicoptergunshipsflycoustantlyoverthecapitalofMogadishuinan
attempt to intimidate the population. Already these gunships have
firedtowmissilesintopickuptrucks,killinganestlmated15Somalis.

USarmoredcarspatrolthestreetsandalleywaysofthecity,while
fortifiedroadblockshavebeensetupinmanyareas.Inoneinstance
last week, marines joined French Legionnaires in raking an entire
falnilywithgiinfirewhenitfailedtostopitsvanataroadblock.Two
werekilledandsevenseriouslywounded.TheNewYorkTimesinits
report on this event referred to the men, women and children who
were shot as "Somali gunmen."

Meanwhile,offthecoast,anavalarmadawhichincludesanaircraft
carrier  and  other warships  patrols  the  stratedically vital  sea  lanes
linkingthePersianGulf,theRedSea,theGulfofAdenandthelndian
Ocean.

It is self-evident that such a massive military operation involves
much more than the delivery of food to the hungry.

The  media  has  good  reason  not  to  tell  the  American  people
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anything about either Somalia's history or the background to its
present crisis, In the Soma]i invasion, they are following the same
pateern established in Panam and Iraq. Fundamental questions are
concealedsothatthelatesttargetofmilitaryaggression-whether
the"drug-running"Noriega,the"Iraqidictator"Husseinorthe"uar
lords" of Somalia - can be demohized.

IIistoryshowsthatthepresentfamineinSomaliaistheendresult
of more than a cenc`iry of colonial oppression and imperialist inter-
vendon, in which the United States has played a major role. The
Somali people, like the people of all of Afro, are suffering from tlie
bitterlegacyofthecolonialcarveupOfthecontinentbytheEuropean
Powers.

In the past-World War H period, the US played the major role
among  the  imperiahet  powers  in  fomendng  civil  wars,  backing
mercenary armies and promoting conditions of economic collapse
andfammeinlinewithitsColdWarstmgglcagainstSovietinfluence
on  the  ocintinent.  For  example,  the  US  supported  the  infamous
mercenary forces of RENAM0 in Mozambique  and  UNITA in
Angola,  contribuchg in this way to the famine which now stalks
southern Africa.

In Somalia, the US backed the dictator Siad Barre from the mid-
1970s,pouringinhundredsofIIiillionsofdollarsinmilitaryaidand
maintaining a military base in the northern port city of Berbera.
Under conditions of the disintegration of the USSR, the US had no
moreuseforSiadBarre.Washingtonwithdrewitsaidandtheregime
collapsed in January 1991, giving rise to civil unr conditions.

Fromtheonsetoftheinvasion,thepolidciansandthemediahave
incessantly  claimed  that  the  US  has  "no  strategic  interests"  in
Somalia.Ifthisisthecase,whyhavetheimperialistsbcenstnigSling
formorethanac>entulyforcontrolofthecountry?Inreality,Somalia
occupies part of the Horn of Africa, one of the most chtical geopo-
litical positions in the world.

USimperialismbearsresponsibilityforhungernotonlyinSoma-
lia, but throughout Africa, Asia and Latin America. US-domimted
agencies such as the International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank have  imposed  draconian  austerity program in country after
country, condemning literally billions of human beings to poverty
and hunger.

In  the  Somali  operation,  the  US  and  the  United  Nations  are
e]almingthemantleofhumaninriarisin.Supposedly,theyareoper-
ating  on  the  purest  motives,  i.e.,  alleviating  hunger  and  human
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suffering.Howisittobeexplainedthatthesesaneforcesareinvolved
in  the  deliberate  stavation  of other  peoples?  In  haq,  children
continue to die by the thousands as a result Of the US war and UN
sanctions.Meanwhile,Wishingtonhastighteneditseconondcblock-
adeofcuba,threateningthepeopletherewiththecutoffoffoodand
medidne,

Workers  cannot  allow  their  pohitical  judgement  to  be  guided
simply  by  an  immediate  emotional  response  to  the  suffering  in
Somahia. The ruling class and its media apparatus are experts in the
cynicalexploitationofimagesofthissufferingtofurthertheinterests
of American imperialism.

Moreover,  it is necessary to  bear in  mind  that when you give
political  support,  you  have  to  take  responsibility  for  the  conse-
quences.IfyousupporttheinterventionofUSMannesinSomalia,
you  then  share  responsibility if those  same  marines  shoot  down
Somahiciviliaus.Youhavetotakerespousibilityforwhattheydo,not
only in the next few months, but over the course of years.

Asineveryothermajorquestion,theworkingclassmustassrme
itsownindependentclassstandpofnt.Toccdetoimperialismthetask
of  rescuing  its  own  vichms  is  to  act.ept  the  rationale  for  the
recolorizationofnotonlysomalia,butalloftheoppressedcountries,
and for US military interventions around the world.

EvenasUSforcesareconsolidaingtheirgripoverSomalia,itwas
announced on Wednesday that thousands of imperialist troops are
being dispatched to Mozambique and the US is pressing for "pre-
emptive" air strikes against Serbia.

If American military intervention is justified by the starvation in
Somalia,whynotsendUStroopsintoothercountrieswherecapital-
ism has created starvation, civil war and mass suffering? India, the
fomerSovietUnion,partsofLatinAmericaandmanyotherlands
are all likely targets.

LeadingspokesmenforUSimperialismhavebeenmakingacase
precisely for such interventlons. In a television interview earlier this
month,  former  US  Ambassador  to  the  United  Nations  Andrew
Young said, "We've got to find ways to stem the tide of chaos in the
world...inplaceslikeLiberia,tosomeextentinHaiti...we'regoing
tohavetofindawayundertheauspicesoftheUnitedNatlonstodeal
with  internal  questions.„.  It's  appropriate  that  we  lean  what  is
possible and what is necessary in Somalia and then we see how that
lesson can be applied with others."

In  an  editorial  published  on  December  17  entitled  "Choosing
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Wars of Conscience," The New York Times made the case for the
"hunanitariandutyofintervention."TheeditorialcitedtheBalkans,

Liberia and the Sudan,
Theinvasionofsomahiaisabrutalactofimperialistaggression.It

signals the onset of a drive by imperialism to recolorize countries
which gained their independence in the postwar period. In the last
century,therapeofAfrica,AsiaandtheMiddleEastbytheEuropean
powerswascarriedoutinthenameofa"civilizingmission"andthe`twhite man's burden." So too today, the American inperialists seek

to mask naked economic interests - the control of markets, raw
mterialsandsourcesofcheaplabor-withthehypocriticalrhetoric
of humanitarianism.



Somalia
A History of Imperialist Brutality

Tha:cuoump,aeEosntlo,:ss,o,#l:al?,ye:itr.3:eprsl:f::rceoELm:s;::d#
of imperialist military aggression against the peoples of the Horn of
Africa.  Without  a  knowledge  of this  history,  it  is  impossible  to
understand the present crisis in Somalia or the responsibility of the
major capitalist powers for the conditions of starvation and civil war
which are the pretext for the UN-sponsored oc.cupation.

Thecapitalistmedia,whichhasbeenmobilizedalongwiththeUS
Marines and the French Foreign Legion as part of the imperialist
assault on Somalia, systematically avoids any serious examination of
the history of this region. Instead, it repeats the tie -Peddled by the
BushadministradonandtakenupbyClinton-thatSomahiahas"no
strategic value" and that the sole reason for the occupation is to feed
starving people.

But from 1870 onwards, following the opening of the Suez Canal,
the Horn of Africa -and somalia in particular -became the object
ofaferociousstniggleamongtheimperialistpowers.Eachsoughtto
establish a position from which it could dominate the Red Sea, the
Gulf of Aden and the Arabian sea. The Horn of Africa was the object
ofintenseimperialistinterestduringtheColdWar,whentheUnited
States maintained military bases at various times in Eritrea, Ethiopia

First pubHshed in two palls in the Bulletin on Decelnber 18,  1992 and January I,1993
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and Somalia. Today, when half the world's oil flows through these
waterways,  the  strategic  significance  of this  region  is  even  more
pronounced.  The  US  Central  Command,  which  is  runing  the
Somalia  operation, is  the same headquarters which  organized  the
military onslaught against Iraq in the Persian Gulf war.

In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Britain, France
and  Italy each  established  colonles  in  the  area  and  answered  the
resistance  of the  Somali  people with  brutality and repression.  So
devastating was the British military expedition into Somaliland  in
1902-04, for example, that it caused a famine in which thousands of
men, women and children perished.

Theonslaughtoftheimperialistpcrwersresultedinthedrawingof
a myriad of ardficial borders across the territory inhabited by the
Somahpeople(asshownonthemap,page69).Thesedivisions,made
without the  slightest regard  for the interests  of the people of the
region, laid the basis for the wars which have wrecked the area ever
since.  Today  Somali-speaking people  live  in  four  separate  states:
`Somaliaitself;Djibouti,thetinyformercolonyofFrenchsomaliland;
eastern Ethiopia (the Ogaden) and northern Kenya.

TheSomalisareapeopleofcenturies-oldtradition.Theancestors
of the Somali people are said to have lived in this part of Africa more
than 2,000 years ago. The Somalis had extensive  trading contacts
with Egypt, the Arabian peninsula and Persia at a time when these
regions were at a higher cultural and ec.onomic level than Western
Europe.

Arab penetration along the northern and eastern Somali coasts is
of great antiqulty. The  earliest documentation - of immigration
from what is now Yemen - dates from the Seventh century. By the
eighth to the tenth century, Arab and Persian merchants had set up
trading posts on the coast of east Africa, including at Mombasa in
Kenya, on the island of Madagascar and at Mogadishu, the modern
capital of Somalia.

Over the last 900 years, the tnbes whieh arrived from the Arabian
peiiinsula gradually moved out of the hilly northern deserts in the
Horn area towards the flatter and more fertile land to the south and
west and then into the  semidesert plains of what is now northern
Kenya, displacing the local populations as they went. This migration
contmu€dintothefirstdecadesofthetwentiethcentury.Mostofthe
Somahiclanswerenomads,butonthesouthemterraintheypracticed
cultivation which they adopted from the original inhabitants.

The  Horn  of Africa  was  drawn  into  the  theater  of imperialist
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competitionin1869,whencompletionoftheSuezCanalopeneda
shortrouetolndiaviatheRedSeaandtheGulfofAden.Theport
of Aden, which Britain had seized in 1839, from that time assumed
critical  importmcc.  Its  garrison  drew  its  meat  supply  from  the
northern  Somali  coast,  the  rerion  which  would  become  British
Somaliland.

TheopeningoftheSuezCanalalsobroughtFranceandltalyinto
thispartofAfrica.h1862,whenthecanalwasstillunderconstruc-

g:hth=Fsrt:nfr:mputh¥ridthi#:r::I:ob°gc±:nfotho:o::¥eth=
Strategic area south of Suez.

In1870,anlcalianshippingcompanyboughttheportofAssabin
Eritrea. Briton, although at first hostle to this move, later cane to
view Italian involvement as a counterweight to the French, whose
expansion it regarded as infinitely more threatening.

hthesameyear,EgyptiantroopsocoupiedthenorchemSomali
coast  remaining there until  1884. Though nominauy part of the
Ottolmam  Empire,  Egypt  was  financially  in  thrall  to  Britich  and

iaE:h:acf=b::B::,:fsh¥¥::oi:Cfs¥?e::f#anirse.Eds=:oof;!u:
Power.

Until1870.imperialistpenetradonofAfricaproceededrelatively

:[b°i::yfroBrtnt:T:nth£[esao¥:ge=Encala,Pb°u¥ir:rht:dmetgr::,dee::;°r#r:
hinterlandwassndl.Asinchina,thepersianGulforsouthAmerica,
alarger"unofficial"empirewasmalntainedthroughlocalrulers,who
had leaned that they either adapted to the wishes of the British
consul or faced English gunboats.

After1870,thepaceofimperiaustpenetrationsuddenlyacceler-
atedandwhatbecaneknownasthe"scrambleforAfrica"began.In
1876,KingLeopoldllofBelgivmsetupaprivatecompanytoexploit
theresourcesoftheCongoandexplorers,soldiersandadministrators
backed by Germany, France and Italy began making treaties with
tribal rulers.I Britain also began to seek the conquest of large tracts
of territory.

Over  the  next  two  decades,  the  endue  coninent was  divided
anongahandfulofcolonialpowers.Thisdriveforcolonizationwas
deeply rooted in the  economic changes taking place in the major
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andfinancialmonopolieswhichviedwitheachotherintemationally
foreverypossiblemarketandsourceofrawmaterialsandcheaplahor.

The brutal methods with which this plunder was camed out are
depicted  by Peter Mason in his  book  C4ac4#,  rfu  Wxping  Pprood,
wherehequotesahissiomryreportofthewayinwhichrubberwas
collected by King Leopold's company:

"Eachtownanddistrictisforcedtobringina;ertainquantityto

theheadqunrtersoftheCommissiomireeverySunday.Itiscollected
by force;thesoldiersdrivethepeopleintothebush.Iftheywillnot
go,  they are  shot down,  and  their left hands  cut off and  taken as
trophies to the Commissionaire .„ these hands, the hands of men,
women and children, are placed in rows before the Comrhissionajre
whocountsthemtoseethatthesoldiershavenotwastedcartridges.
TheCommissionaireispaidacommissionofaboutapennyapound
on all the rubber he gets. It is therefore in his interest to get au the
mbber he can" (p. 54).

while  the  other  imperialist  powers  attempted  to  depict  the
brutality ofLeopold's men as an abemtion, Lawreni=eJames, in his
bock71+cS4!z/4gcW¢rrmakesitclearthatLeopoldbynomeanshad
the  monopoly  on  violence.  He  describes  the  ullitary  campaigns
conductedbyBritaininAfricabetween1870and1920as"anarduous
andbmtalstruggleinwhichcolumnsrangedthecountryside,burnt
kraals, machine-gunned and stoned stockades and comered and
overwhelmed resisters in remote caves" a.  183).

With the exception of the Boers, the descendants of the Dutch
whohadsettledinthevicinftyofthecapeintheseventeenthcentury,
Britain'sAfricanadversariessdllrehiedinpitchedbattlesonweapons
whichhadrarelybeenscenonEuropeanbattlefieldssincetheendof
the Middle Ages:  thrusting spears, swords, clubs  and bows.  If the
native amies of Africa possessed firearms, these, for the most part,
weresingle-shot,muzzle-loadingpieceswhichhadbecomeobsolete
in Europe by 1860.

England,ontheotherhand,avalledherselfofthelatestinmilitary
technology, utihizing steamships and railways where possible. The
Britishmilitarywasequlppedwithrepeatingrifles,whichfiredupto
eight or nine rounds a minute with accurate ranges of over a mile;
machineguns  like  the Maxim, which  fired  600  every minute,  and
shell-firing  artillery.  The  Bridsh  arnijes  also  made  use  of motor
vehicles and aircraft when they became available.

TherulingclassesofBritainandFrancebelievedthattheyhada
"civilizingmission"tofulfillonaworldscale.Thisclaimwasusedto
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jusdfy mass slaugher of the native populations. Tort`ire was also
used.TheattitudeofthcBritishnilingclasswassummedupbyCecil
Rhodes,whomadehisfortuncinthediamondminesofsouthAfrica.2
In 187 7, Rhodes stated: "We are the first race in the world and ... the
more of the world we inhabit, the better it is for the human race."

In 1884, the Egyptian garrisons on the Somali coast were evacu-
ated and the troops withdrwn to deal with art uprising in the Sudan,
then ruled dy Egypt. This led co the direct carve-up of the Somal
territories by the European powers. British troops moved in to take
controlofpartoftheareavacatedbyEgyptandtheFrenchimlnedi-
ately grabbed Djiboud. France also made a bid for part of the area
dalmed by Britain. A potential conffict between the two powers was
avertedbyasettlementin1888whichfixedtheborderofFrcnchand
BridshsomalilandapproxinatelyhalfwaybetweenzeilaandDjiboud.
As a result, one clan, the Isc, was divided between the t`ro colonies.

InanattempttooffiettheFrenchclaims,Britainencoungedltaly
to  take  over  the  Eritrean  port of Massawa,  which had  also  been
evacuated by the Egyptians, and by February  1885, Italy had pro-
claimcdaprotectorateontheEritreancoastfromMassawatoAssab.
In  1889, the Italians extended their chin into the Horn rerion,
declaring  the  coastal  termin  along  the  Indian  Ocean  to  be  the
protectorate of Italian SomaLiland.

Thecarve-upofAfricawasofficiallyratifiedataconferenceofthe
majorcolohialpowersinBerlininl885,hostcdbyBismarck.]Butthe
completesubjugrtionofAfricabytheE`iropeanimperialists-only
Ethiopia (Al)yssinia)4 and Liberia retained even nominal indepen-
dencc - merely set the stage for new struggles to redivide the vast
tracts of the second largest continent.

For instance, the conferenoe awarded the island of Madagascar to
France  in  exchang\e  for  French  ooncessions  to  British  interests
elsewhere  in Africa,  France had also acquired  holdings in  China.
These developments gave France an even greater impetus to estab-
lish a base on the Red Sea route which was now a vital link in her
overseas communications. Moreover, the British authorities at Aden
wererefusingtoallowFrcnchtransportstocoaltheresoworkbegan
on  the  neglected  port of Obock to  establish  an  efficient  coaling
station.

France did not attempt to extend her direct holdings in the Horn
region further, but worked instead to cultivate good relations with
Ethiopia.  The  semi feudal  rerime  in  Ethiopia was hemmed  in by
colonial  powers  on all sides,  but retained some  residual  indepen-
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dence. In order to win the Ethiopian trade away from the Bridsh,
FrancesctaboutthecoustructionofaraillinefromDjiboutitoAddis
Ababatodiverttrafficfrrmthetradecaravanswhichbroughtgoods
to the Somali coast at Zeila, in the British sector. The rail link, the
only one in the entire region, was completed in  1917  and proved
immensely profitable for France.

The British, for their part, had sought control of the northern
Somalic`oastlargelytopreventanythreatstoAdenandwereunwill-
ing to commit resources to the new colony. Italy, a late-developing
imperiahit power with few colonial possessions, sought to extend to
the marimum the territory under her control in the Horn of Africa.
In an attempt to join its two territories, in the Somal region and in
Eritrea, Italian forces moved west from the Indian Ocean coast into
SormliterritorywhichhadneverbeforebeenconqueredbyEurope-
ansandsouthfromEritreaintoterritorypreviouslycontrolledbythe
Ethiopianemperor.Thewestwardmovementprovokedfierceresis-
tance  among many of the  Somali  clans  and  tribes.  The  southern
movement resulted in a conflict with Ethiopia, which culndated in
ahumiliatingroutfortheinperialistsin1896atthebattleofAdowa,
a military debacle for Italy wheh brought down the government of
Premier Crispi and lingered long in the memory of the rulers in
Rc'me.

The last piece of Somali-inhabited territory to fall under direct
colonial nile was the northern area of what is now Kenys.  Britain
declaredanEastAfricaProtectoratetherein1895,havingearlier,in
1887, extracted from the Sultan of Zanzibar a 50-year lease on the
area for the British East Africa Company.

In1900,arebellionbeganamongtheSomaliswhichwastolastfor
20 years. A Moslem leader, Muhammad bin Abdullah Hassan, had
joinedthesalihiyaorderofthelslamicfaithduringavisittoMecca.
His followers became known as the Dervishes, the terlli "dervish"
being used in Somaliland to refer to the adherents of the Salihiya
Order.

T.he  Bridsh perceived  in Mtihammad's very existence  a  direct
challenge to their authority. His followers in  1900 numbered more
than 30,000. He had fought the Ethiopians in the Ogaden and was
rapidlygaihinginfluence.Moreover,oncofthetenetsoftheDervich
movement was to oppose British taxes.

Between 1902 and 1904, the Bridsh undertook a series of expedi-
tious against the new movement which were to involve over 16,000
British,Afrcanandlndiantroops.TheyfailedtodcfeatMuhanmad,
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although their scorched earth policy of destroying crops and live-
stock caused a famine in which thousands died.

TheBritisheffonsprovedsofr`ritlessthatadecisionwastakenin
1912  to abandon the hinterland, which was considered a waste of
money. However, at the end of World War I, with unrest in the
reriongrowhg,thcBritishgovemmentconcludedthatademonstra-
tion of force was necessary.

The operation  against the Somali people involved an unprec-
edentedcombinationofinfantry,navAlunitsandalrpower.SixDH-
9fighterswcrccratedtoBerbcra,andalandingstnppreparedasthe
RoyalAirForcebaseforthecampaign.Theaireraftwereamedwith
machinegusandbombs,20poundsOfhighexplosiveand12-pound
incendiaries,  which  were  to  be  dropped  on  the  Somali  forts  at
Mcdishe,JidaliandTaleh.Asonewriternoted,themethodsofmass
slaughterperfectedontheWestemFrontwereimportedintoAfrica.

OnJanuary2l,1920,theraidsbegan.Specialtargetswerethevast
herds of cancls which had been, in previous years, the means by
which Muhammad and his supporters had slipped past the punitive
colunms. ]idali and stock grazing close by were bombed. The same
day Medishe was hit,

For the next 14 days further sorties were florin against the forts
andfleeingcohLrmsofSomaliswcrestrafed.Atthesametime,land
forces pusued what was left of Muhammad's army, in cooperation
with  the  RAF.  Two  naval  landing  parties,  armed  with  light
machinegurisandhandgremdes,stormedMuhammad'scoastalfort
at Galibaribur and tock it. Finally, the fort at Taleh was reduced to
rubble  through  bombardment  and Muhammad's  followers  were
diapersed.ManySomaliswerekilled,althoughMuhammadhimself
managed to escape, to die a mt`ml death within the year.

Farfromestablishingpoliticalstability,thecrushingOftherebel-
lion sowed the seeds of fut`ire conflicts in the rerion. The Ethiopian
goverrment, wheh had cooperated with the British in  defeating
Muhammad, succeeded in strengthening its control over the Somali
clansintheOgaden.Italyhadalsoplayedaroleinthewaragainstthe
Dervishes, whose influence extended into Italian telritory as well.
The  Italian  rulers  felt  encouraged  to  continue  their  attempt  to
developafull-fledgcdcolony,whichwouldservebothasasourceof
raw ]naterials and a location whose agricultural potendal might be
exploiteddysetdersfromldy.Landwassetasideforltaliancolonists
andforccdlahorwassuppliedfromtheSomalipopulation.However,
in  1909  the  Italia]`  governor of Somalia, Tommaso  Carletti,  was
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obhiged to report that hostility towards the new colonizers was such
that a European Could not vent`ire outside any of the c.oastal towns
without an escort of armed soldiers with fixed bayonets.

In 1922 Benito Mussolini, the fascist dictator, came to power in
Romeand,fromthistime,Italyembarkedonanevenmoreaggressive
colonialpoliey,intensifyingitsmilitaryoperationsagainstanantico-
lonialrebeuioninLibyaandtighteningitsgriponSomalia.5In1925,
Mussohilaunchedamajormilitaryoperationagainstthesomalis,in
ordertobringthetwonorthernprovinee§oftheltalianprotectorate
directly under Italian rule and install garrisons there.  Despite the
presence  of some  12,000  troops,  including three  battalions  from
Eritrea and a division of marines with naval support and reconmis-
sance planes, the resistance of the Somalis lasted almost two years.

Alsoin1925theltalianprotectoratewassignificantlyinereasedin
size with the cession by Britain of an area previously niled as part of
Kenya,includingtheportofKirmayu.ThiswaspartOfltaly'smodest
share of the spoils of World War 1` Once again, the new frontier
betweenSomaliaandKenyawasdra`rmwithoutanyconsiderationof
clan distribulon or grazing needs.

By a combination of bribery and aggression, the Italians began to
expand their own influence over some of the clans in the Ogrden
district claimed by Ethiopia. The Ethiopians succeeded in expelling
someofthepoststheltalianssetup,butin1934aclashtookplaceat
WalwaL in which  the Itahans forced the  Ethiopians to withdraw.
Futile negchations followed through the League of Nations.6 En-
couraged by Britain and France, which sought to sadsfy Mussolini's
appetiteforcoloniesandwoohimawayfromGermany,Italyinvaded
Ethiopia in October 1935 from both Somalia and Eritrea.

TheltalianinvasionofEthiopiawasoneofthemostnotoriousacts
of imperialist  violence  carried  out  in  the  twentieth  century  and
markedtheopeningofanewprewarperiod,whichculmimtedinthe
outbreak of world War 11 in 1939. At the height of the operation,
Italymobilized500,000troopsagainstanEthiopianarmyofonlytens
of thousands and made widespread use of poison gas and indiscrimi-
nate aerial bombardment.

The mouthpiece for the colonial powers, the League of Nadons,
after considerable  delay, imposed half-hearted sanctions on holy,
whichwerenotobserved.TheUS,inparticular,continuedtosupply
[nuch-needed oil to Mussolini, The Soviet bureaucraey under Stalin
playedanutterlycriminlrole.7They,tcro,providedoiltoMussolini
throughoutthewaruntil,byMay7,1936,Ethiopiafimllyfeuunder
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Italian rule,
Followingtheltalianvictory,thefullforceofthefascistdictator-

shi|> was  unleached in the new colony,  Italian East Africa,  which
combined Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea. hterracial marriage was
forbidden and the inhabitants of all three territories were subjected
to insdtutionalized oppression. They resisted fiercely.  In  1937  an
attemptwasrmdetoassassinatetheltaliangovemoratAddisAbaba
andareignofterrorfollowed,withwidesprcadarrestsands`rmmary
executions. But the unrest became even more intense unul in 1941,
theltalianterritorieswereinvadedbyacombincdforceofBridshand
Ethiopianexiletroops.Fromthenon,theywerecontrolledbyBrinin
until the end of the war`

The Legacy of Imperialist Domination

Thecarve-upoftheHomofAfricaduringandafterWorldWar
IIprovidesfLirtherproofthatthisimperialistbloodbathwasnotawar
against fascism or for democracy and self-determination. Like the
firstglobalconflagrationwhichbrokeoutin1914,WorldWarllwas
essentially a struggle among the imperialist powers over control of
markets, Colonies and stratectc positions.

The main line of the conflict was between the Allied imperialist
powers-theUS,BritainandtheFrenchexileforcesofdeGaulle-
and the Axis powers - Germany, Italy and Japan.8 But the struggle
for colonial influence went on in a different form within the camps
and political overtures were made from time to time between the
camps. This internecine conflict was especially sharp over the ques-
tion of the British and French colonial empires.

In  1941,  Churchill  and  Roosevelt issued  the Atlantic  Charter,
whichsupposedlyupheldtherightofallpeoplestochoosetheirown
government.9  American  imperialism  sought  to  wrap  itself in  the
mantle of anticolonialism and democracy, intending that her own
commercial interests would fill the gap left by the former colonial
powers.Churchill,forhispart,insistedthatpromisesofself-determi-
nationappliedonlytotheconquerednationsofEurope,notBritish
colonies. awe mean to hold our own," he insisted in 1942. "I did not
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become  the  King's  First Minister  in  order  to  preside  over  the
liquidation of the Bridsh Empire" (M. Meredith, 7bc F}irrf DBa&ce a/
Fr€dr, p. 3 S).

DeGaulle,too,wasdeteminedtomintainFrenchpossessionof
her colonial territories. In his wartime memoirs, he explained his
strenuousoppositiontothcarmisticewhichVichyFrancehadsigned
withHitler,insischgthatFrancemustpardcipateinmihtaryactions
in order to maintin her colonial possessions and, if possible, exrmd
them.L°  In  relation  to  East  Africa  in  1941   he  VIote:  "Francc's
posidous there were sapped and coveted, and ... there uns, on any
hypothesis,nochanceofherkeepinganyofthemif,forthefirstdme
in history, she remained prssive when everything was in the meldng
pot"  (Chahes de Gandle, The  Complete  W:ar Memoin Of Charha de
Ga;ulle, p. \6J)-

From 1941 onwards, every So[nahi colony changed hands at least
once.Thefirstwa§BritishSomaliland,invadedbyltalyearlyin1941.
British troops drove Itdy back and invaded Ethiopia, Eritrea and
Italian Somahihnd. The peoples of these colonies then discovered
that, having been "hiberated" from the nile cif the Italian fascists by
British  imperiahism.  they were  now  to  be  subjected  to  hilitary
c.ccupation by that same power, an occupadon whieh they strove to
throw off but whieh remained in place long after the end of the war.

ThecaptuneoftheltalianooloniesbyBritainfurtherexacerbated
theconflictamongtheAlliesoverwhoshouldcontrolwhatposidon
in the retlon. When de Gaulle requested British assistance to take
French Sormliland from the Vichy forces, Britain delayed the action
andfinallyimplementeditonlyhalf-hcartedly.DeGaullesomewhat
bitterly articulated the British reasoning thus: " `If,' they probably
thonght, `the compedtion whieh has set Great Britin, France and
ltalyatloggerheadsnearthesourcesoftheNileforthclast60years
ends in a strictly British triumph;  if, when  the Italians have been
finally cruched, it is apparent that the French have remained passive
and  impotent,  what  an  unparalleled  situation  England  will  have
thenceforth in the whole area -Abyssinia, Eritrea, Somaliland, and
the Sudan!' "

TheUS,foritspart,atcemptedtoinposeitsownsoludoninwhich
Djiboudwouldbecontr`olledneitherbyvichynordeGaulle.Butthe
FrenchgarrisondeclaredfordcGaulleinNovember1942following
the Anglo-American landings in Nowh Africa.

Tensions also developed between the British and Americans in
Eritrea. The Americans argLied that the Allied uar effort demanded
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the establishment of a US intercept stadon there to monitor Axis
telecommunications.ForBritain,thepotendalmilitaryadvantageof
theproposalwasoutweighedbythedangerposedtoherinterestsin

few:rrs:Ffro:masT:tgwasas##eTgheursffing:;tffedthL=upesnpal£
outright,finallyrivingpermissiononlyreluctantly.

Similar quesdons were  involved  in  the  US  decision  to  extend
Lend-Lea§ebenefitstoEthiopia,whichwasestablishingacomlner-

::aln*,T,e:mi:ecrmYalserh;p:viai:o#:hiTX£.=teeT::Eg¥
:r]thg4e3e,¥#i;nev°ipranesApoAmned:rfav#]yt'oriihatspminthefroM#j#L#;
fortnihtayassistancetoputanendtotheBritishmihtaryaccupation.
The British vetced an initial request for  5,000 rifles as a possible
thrfttthtoc::dtigf:::#en:Tfle]:ea=o¥=.evictoriousmpen_

alistsintensificd,asthecoloniesofthedefeatedpewersweredivided
up.Brirfu,Franccand,toalesseremit.Italyhadbecntheprinciprl
beneficiaries of the sharing out of the German colonies in Africa at
the end of World War I. This tilne, Italy's posgessiom, including
Italian Somaliland and Eritrea, were among those whasc fate was to
be decided ty the victors.

Transfer to anotlier colonial power was hampered, however, by
thedeep-goingdsisOftheentiresystemOfcolonialnlle.Britainhad
emergedfromthewarbanhoptandunbletomintaincontrolofa

5ru-,flchuni;ee:pi:,=ipofg|:=#i:.==Tq==F:ebny±:PinanriTo:
China. In China, Southeast Asia, India, the Middle East and Africa,

#:;:ftv:mE:tsfew:::e£:ranfu::n:uha:g=:::urn:tforyT:+o;:
in the  colonies would come together with the lnovement of the
worhig class in Western Europe, dreatcning the entire fabric Of
capinlist rule.

Thevictoriousinperialistpowers,andabovealltheunitedstates,
which in 1945 exercised virtually unchallcnged econolnic, military
andpolidcalhegemonyovertheaffairsofworldcapitali§m,decided
on a change in tactics towards the colonial countries. Self-govem-
mentwastoreplacedircctcolonialrulefortheformercolonies.This
poliey was  writrm  into  the  charter  of the  United  Nations,  the
organizationfoundedin1945bythevictoriousAniesandwhich,in
the final analysis, gave an international cover to the dictates of US
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imperialism.
BritainandFrancewereforcedtoconcedeindependencetotheir

colonies,insomecascsonthebasisoftimetablesrangingfromafew
yearstoadecndeormore,andinothers,onlyafrerbloodycolohial
warslikethosefoughtbytheFrenchinlndochinaandAIgeria.

TheimperialstscultivatedthenativebourgeoisieintheAsianand

g:::FTbec:Lipr±Sdwtohifumenren¥p]f:rh::#eespeedbpo=];e°o:s::itsmdef:
wouldsystematicallysuppressthedevelopmentofindependentrevo-

::u£¥Su¥n¥ia?eetho:::#=;eTtieyvc::iiea::.::Sm=k:.:
itselfdominatedbythesamehandfulofimperialistpowerswhichhad
directlyruledthecolohies.Thegrantingofanominalindependence
becameavitalpar[ofthepostwararmngementswherebyimperiahim
managedtorestabihizeitselfforaperiodofmorethan40years.

]uti¥:;°rfo¥Sp¥;:|d&av£:esefupn°nisest]bbL=Ter=;ch]encoMTst:ITV:V:
Western Europe,  the  bureaucray,  under  Stalin,  disamed  mass
movementsandproppedupbourgeoisgovemmentsincountriesLiLe
Italy, France and Greece, where depression,  fascism and war had
drs:e££:ec:,:=£e¥Lgsmcagge;a::raouacd±ayy=rstr:;Fdechp::±aga;::;

ofthcoppresscdmasses.StalihistpardeshiketheFrenchCommunist
Party  prrticipated  in  imperialist  governments  which  waged  war
againstthccolohialpeoples.Thesovietbureaucraeyitselfpusuedits
narow nationalist interests, promoting the natioml bourgeois re-
rimesintheformercolonialcountnesasthegenuinereprcsentatives
ofthemassesandsubordinadngtheworkingclasstosuchfiguresas
Nehni, Nlmimali and Sukano.12

Negotiations over the future of the Somali lands opened at the
Potedan conference in August  1945 and condnued in London in
September.`'Italy,wheninvitedtomakeasubmission,proposedthat
auherAfricancoloniesbcret`medtoher.FI.once,fearfulofindepen-
dence movements in her o`i7n colonies, supported the Italian posi-
tion.  Molotov,  representing  the  Soviet bureanency,  demanded  a
Soviet tnisteeship for Libya, which had demonstrated its strategic
importanceduringthewar.`'Ifthiswasagreedto,theStalhistswere
preparedtoallowBritalnandtheUStodecidethefatcofEritreaand
Italian Somaliland between them.

The US countered the Soviet move with the proposal that the
theecoloniesberuledasUNtlusteeships,for10yearsinthecases
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of Libya and `Eritrea, for an unlimited period in the case of Italian
Somalihiid. Brfuain supported the American proposal for Libys, but
reserved comment on Eritrea and Italian Somaliland, hoping that if
Eritreawereevent`iallyhandedovertoEthiopia,thelattermightbe
persuaded to agree to Britain keeping the Ogaden, which was still
occupiedbyBritishtroops.Ethiopiawasatthistimeseekingcontrol
of both Eritrea and the Ogaden, while Egypt proposed to take over
Eritrea.

Egypt had earlier opened a campaign for the Unity of the Valley
oftheNile,whichwoulduniteEthiopia,Eritrea,French,Britishand
Italian Somalilands, Kenya and Uganda under Egyptian control. In
order to impose this plan, however, Egypt would have needed the
support Of one or more of the imperialist powers. Such support was
not forthcoming, so the plan i`ras dropped,  although it was to be
resurrected after Nasser cane to power in 1952.]5

None of these powers had the slightest conoern for the wishes of
the Somali people, who opposed the restoration of nile by Italy,
Britain or Ethiopia. In 1948, when the fomality of consultation was
carried  out  and  a  Four  Power  Comlni§sion  visited  Mogadishu,
violent clashes broke out in which more than 60 people died. The
Commission, however, recommended the restoration of Italian rule
in Italian Somaliland, with three of the four commissioners (British,
American and Soviet) `irging that Italy be named the administering
authorityofauNtnisteeshiprerime,whileFranceremainedinfavor
Of restoring  outright  colonial  nile.  In  1949,  when  news  reached
MogadichuthattheUNGeneralAssembLywasdiscussingthepossi-
bility of the retuni Of Italian nile, riots broke out again and popular
demonstrations were held in Mogadishu and elsewhere in the terri-
tory.

ThebourgeoisnationaListSomaliYouthLeague,whichhadbeen
founded in 194}, led the opposition to halian nilc. The SYL called
for mtioml unity, over and above can divisions, involing the early
Somali states of the fifteenth century and drawing inspiration from
the  ideas  of Muhammad  bin Abdulhh  Hassan,  who  had led  the
rebellion against foreign rule at the begivning of the cent`iry.

The program of the SYL was the unificadon of the five Somali
segmentsintheltaliancolony,BritishSomaliland,FrenchDjibouti,
the Ogaden in Ethiopia, and the British-held Northern Frontier
District in neighboring Kenya. The SYL campaigned for a unifica-
tion of the Somahi territories under UN mandate with four-power
administration.  Abdullahi  lssa,  the  representative  of the  league,
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wrote to the United Nations:

Ars¥:I?a::tr::a=odip¥e:g=eddeachthcr:inc°rm#:ee:et:[°iqu=
domimtion.  Wc  are not appesed  by the  suggestion that Italian
administrationinSomalilandwinbeaTrusteeshipunderthesupcr-
vision of the United Nations."

DeapitcthemssoppositionanongtheSomalipeople,cheformer
ItaliancolonywasdeclaredaUNtrustterritoryinDecember1950,
with Italy ret`iming as the administering power for a transitional
period,fixedat10years.priortoindapendence.Theltalianadmin-
istradonwasilnposcdbybrutcforce.rmlitayuhitsweredispatched,
demormadonsandriotsweresuppressed,andsomemembersofthe

gT=Cpegr¥opn¥fnid:E!:5w2ipchntrp:="esdmteorgfiwidthj:thim9F:#
installadous there.

D`iring the 1950§, the Italian adhinistrators worked to create a

=e¥-g:dpefisfys=:dora:Eeefroenmdal;f#::°cawd¥chT:eth¥]ngv:md:
administratorsweretralnedandacouaborationistwhgoftheSYL
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minister  Of the  Italian  §cctor.  For  the  mass  of the  populadon,
educadon  continued  to  be  denied  and,  in  1960,  at  the  ire  of

£:eth¥:dpe=e'ditec*t:T¥:Vgr#thtw#:C[e#.=h=En;afhdl
:enggriegnn£:=edndi:°Hnea=d#+°±±°::gii9je¥':e:tot
Ethiopia.
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humiliationwhchledtothefalloftheEdengovelrment.16

0njuly1,1960,theUNtrustteritorybecancindependen[At

sthoemg=dg='chB:;ELnoigfidsetoulethrsc±:duc£Cencdoc=cee:falBitiuse:
ThetwofomercolaniesthenmergedtofomtheSomatiRepublic.
Abdullahilssahadbccomctoodiscreditedtorcmininthepostand
wasreplaceddyAbdirashidAIShcrmarke,alsoofthcSYL.French
SondilandconinuedtoberuleddirecdybyFranccuntll977,when
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it was renamed the Republic of Djibond.
Thenewstate,fomedbytheunionoftwoartifidalconstructsof

imperialism,embracedlittlelnorethanhalfoftheSomalipcople.In
1962,  Shermarke indicated the  crippling effect of the boundaries
which had been drawn by imperialism, saying:

"Our misfort`ine is that our neighboring countries, with whom,

like the rest of Africa, we seek to promote constnictive and harmo-
hioiisrelations,arenotourneighbors.OurneighborsareourSomaLi
kinsmenwhosecitizcnshiphasbeenfalsifiedbyindiscrimimtebound-
ary `arrangements.' They have to move across ardficial frontiers to
their past`irelands. 'They occ`ipy the same temin and pursue the
same pastoral economy as ourselves. We speak the same langLiage.
We share the same creed, the same culture, and the same tradidons.
Howcanweregardourbrothersasforeigners?Ofcourseweallhave
a strong and very natural desire to be united."

The legacy of im|]erialist domimtion bone by the states which
issued from the independence  process was  to prove fatal to their
subsequent economic and pohical development. Dozens of coun-
triesinAfricaandAsia-mnyofthcmnowlabeled"failednadous"
by the capitaJjst media and targeted as candidates for recolonization
-becamenominallyindependentwithouthavinganyoftheprereq-
uisites for modem life.

Somalia, for instance, was a coumy with no witten language,
where educadon was almost unobtainable, and the conditions of the
rmsscshadbeenmalntainedatthemostprimitivelevel.After75years
of colonial nile, the country was left without railroads or any other
significant economic infrastructure.

The dominadon of the world market by a few imperialist powers
hadlongagoblockedthepathtoeconomicdevelopmentofcountries
withfargreaterresouroesthanSomalia.Norwerethericherstatesof
Africa able to achieve any greater level of economic independence.
The more developed their economies, the further they were inte-
grated into the world market under imperialist domination. In all
these  countries, the suooessive bourgeois nationalist regimes have
demonstratedtheirtotalincapacitytoresolveanyoftheissuesfacing
the mass of the population.

This was graphically demonstrated in  Somalia where, even by
African standards, the bourgeoisie was exceptionally wealL At the
time  of independence,  about  80  percent  of Sormlia's  estimated
populadon  of three  inillion  were  nomads.  The  remainder  were
cultivatorsalongthesouthemriversor,between5to10percent,were
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residentsoftowns.Inthefirsttwodecadesfollowingindependence,
the smau working class, employed in mining, manufacturing, con-
struction and power, grew to 8.4 percent of the population.

The adminstrators of the new Somali state were drawn from the
verysmal]fractionofthepopulation,perhapsonepercent,whohad
mastered Italian and English and who enjoyed a privileged status.
From  the  start  the  interests  of this  thin  bourgeois  and  petty-
bourgcoissrmlmconflictedwiththoseofthermssesofthepopula-
tion,forwhichindependencemeantaboveallthehopeforasignifi-
cant improvement in living conditions.

BasilDavidson,inhisbock,7bcBhatMan'-B#rde#-,4:¢+.a¢ed
fbe C#mc a/fbc IV4ff.o8-Stofc, notes, "Among the mass of rural and
urbansupportersoftheanticolonialmovements,therewassmallsign
ofanydevclopingloyaltyorattachmenttothisorthatcolony-tuned-
nation. What the muldtudes wanted, by all the evidence, was not a
flagforthepeopleorananthemforthepeople,nearlysomuchasthey
wantedbreadforthepeople,andhealthandschoolsforthepeople....
Thejubilantcrowdscelebratingindependencewerenotinspiredby
a`mtionalconsciousness'that`demandedthenation'....Theywere
inspired dy the hope of more and better food and shelter" a.  185).

Farfrombegirmingtofulfillthesocialaspirationsofthemasses,
the new ruling elites engrged in a bitter rivalry for control Of the
resources within the country, made all the more intense by the fact
thatthoseresourceswereinsuchshortsupply.Theparlianentwas
modeledontheltahansystcmofproportionalrepresentation,which
hadbeenadoptedinRomeafterthedefeatofthefaseistgovernmeht.
InSomalja,thecorrupdonwhichisendemicinbourgeoisdc"mey
quickly discredited  the  parliament,  which  had  become  "a  sordid
marketplacewheredeputiestradedtheirvotesforpersonalrewards"
a.M.  Lewis, author of   7bc Mndcm! fzlfrty a/So"/f.4, quoted in
Davidson). According to Lewis, the depudes `twere ferried about in
sulnptuous  linousines  bearing  the  magic  letters  AN  (Assemblea
Nazionale) which the inveterate poor of the capital translated with
hatter humor as  4#"¢ „o4zdy - `I'm all right, Jack' " qbid.).

Thisantagohismofinterestsbetweentherulersofsomaliaandthe
mass  of the  people  affected  every  aspect  of goverrment  pdicy.
Throughout the 1960s, the Gross Natioml Product rose only one
percentperyear,andtheoppositionbetwcentheinterestsoftherunl
districtsandtheinterestsofthecities,whereeffectivepohicalpower
resided,deepened.Asastatebureancracybegrntodevelop,itacted
as  a  further  drain  on  the  economy.  The  class  chancter  of the
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govemmentplaceditsstampnotleastuponthewayinwhichitwent
about attempting to achieve the goal it had set for itself, that is, the
political unification of the Somali people throughout the rerion.

The government first appealed to the rising national leaders in
other Afiican colonies for assistance in settling the issue. h 1962 , on
the eve of Kenyan independence, for instance, the Somali govem-
mentinvitedJomoKenyatta,theheadoftheleadingKenyanAfrican
nationalist party, to Mogadishu for informal talks.]7 Kenyatta had
until recently been imprisoned for his opposition to Bridsh rule in
Kenya,buthefirmlyopposedtheunificationoftheSomalipeoplein
the Northern Frontier Distnct with Somalia. Kenyatta made it clear
to the Somali regimc that he regarded the NFD an inalienable part
of Kenya.

This uns to be the attitude adopted by the vast majority of the
African  natiomlists,  who  proved  to  be  staunch  defenders  of the
colonial boundaries. Britain, too, proclaimed that the NFD would
remain part Of Kenya after independence.

This  failure  of the  government to  secure  pohitical  support for
Somali unification had a profound impact on subsequent events. In
1963 , Somalia broke relations with Kenya and Britain, while tension
begantomountwithEthiopiaaswelloveritscontrolofthedisputed
territory  of  the  Ogaden.  Addis  Ababa  was  being  supplied  with
milhary  aid  by  the  US,  so  Somalia  sought  concominnt  support
wherever  it  could  find  it.  In  November  1963,  Somalia  accepted
militaryaldworthnearly$30millionfromtheSovietUnion,having
rejected  a  smaller  offer  of Western  aid.  The  following  year  the
dispute with Ethiopia led to fighdng for the first dine, and Somalia
signed further agreements with the Soviet Union.

In June  1967, Ali  Shermarke became president of Somalia and
MohammedHadjilbrahimEgal,primemihister.Egal,wastheleader
of the Somahi National Movement, whit.h had been the main Somali
partyinBritishSomaliland.Thefollowingyear,diplomaticrelations
with Kenya and Britain were resumed, but relations with Ethiopia
dcterioratedfurtherwiththegrowthoftheWestemSomaliLibera-
tion Front, which was contesdng Ethiopia's control of the Ogaden.
In October 1969, Shermarke was assassimted. One weck later, the
any seized control in a coup, and Mohammed Siad Barre, the head
of the armed forces, proclaimed the Somali Democradc Republic.

Davidson describes the events leading up to  the  coup in these
terms;"Presentedasamultipartysystemwiththehighestcredentials,
the consrfudon had led directly and indeed lorically to a one-party



40

systemwhichwasinfactano-partysystem.Offeredasthefranework
forauhifiednation,ithadtransfomedSormliunityintodozeusof
quareling  and  useless  factions.  Argued  as  the  basis  for a  Somali
capitalism, it had ended in a mere system Of payola. Chly between
January and October 1969, Prime Mhister Egal is credibly said to
have paid out some half a million pounds to parliancntary clients
fromatreasurydesperatelyshortofcash.Whentheannymovedin
and stopped this carnival, not a single life had to be taken. That
moment,onthecontrary,wasoncofwidespreadsadsfachon"abid.,
p.  321).

Thehihitaryreginemtionaljzedforeignintcrests,suchastheoil-
marketing  companies,  and  further  developed  relations  with  the
USSR (The largest Soviet military base outside the Warsaw Pact
countries was established at Berbera on the Red Sea.) Cia this basis,
Siad Barre announced in 1970 that Somalia had bccomc a socialist
state.honeofthepoorestcountriesintheworld,wherethemassof
thepopulationstillhivedanomadicexistence,thisclaimwasnotonJy
patently spurious. It was even somewhat grotesque. Moreover, it
highlighted the fraudulent nature of the many other sun claims
being advanced at this time  by the heads of bourgeois nationalist
regives,  in Africa  and  elsewhere.  The  mtional  bourgeoisie  was
everywhere|]rovingincapableofprovidingasolutiontoanyofthe
problemsfacingthemassesandmanyrerimesresortcdtosuchtaedes
inanattempttoshoreuptheirrule.Theseregilnesbecaniemoreand
morerepressiveaspopulardissati§factiongrew.Evenmorecriminal
wasthebcostingofsuchclaimsbytheMoscowbureaucracy,which,
inthecaseofsomalia,greatlyexpandeditsinflucnceintheearlyyears
of Bane's rule.

TheSiadBarrererimebeganbyconsohidatingitsholdonpower
through a  campaign  against comiption.  Ths was  followed  by a
process grandiosely entitled "democratizing the state, " This tuned
outtomcanthedecentralizationof§omegovemmentpowersandthe
construction  of a  pohidcal  network which  gave  the  ruling  party
control over even the remotest districts.

BarTc clined that the "democratizfltion of pohical power is the
only way to interrupt the course of capitalism and to develop our
nationalproduchveforces,withthepeoplebecomingpardcipantsin
thepohicalandecononricmanagementofthenation."Butdespite
the rhetoric, Somahia rermined a capitalist country and the reforms
enacted  did  not go  beyond  elememary demouadc  quesdous  -
developing a Ladn alphabet for written Sorml; a campaign which
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ralsedtherateoflitcracyto60perccnt,andthechangeovertoSomali
as the language of state administration.

In September 1974, the Ethiopian emperor was overthrown in a
hilharycoupandraplacedbyahihtarycouncilknownastheDergue
(Shadow)." The Derguc also employed radical-sounding rhetoric,
prochiming a "sociahit state" based on "Marrism-Leninism." But
Ethiopiaremainedasemifeudalandcconomicallybackwardcountry
undertheruleOfatinycconomicelite.Especiallyaftertheassunp-
tionofunchallengedpowerwithintheDerguebyLt.Col.Mengrstu
Haile Marian in Fcbniary  1977, the rerimc moved ruthlessly to
suppressalloppositionfromworkers,studcntsandoppressednation-
alities like the Eritreans and Somalis.1°

TheguerrillawarfarcinEritrea,underwaysince1962,flaredinto
opencivilwarandhalftheEthiopianamywassenttoattempttodeal
withit.OtherarmedrebellionsbrokeoutintheOgadenandinTigrc
province. Believing the situadon opportune, the WSLF launched a
military offensive in the Ogaden in]uly 1977 and, with the help of
Somal]governmentforces,madeconsiderableinroadsintoF,thiopia.

This  brought  the  Somali  regime  face  to  face  with  the  utter
cynicismofitspatl.onsintheSovictbureaucracy.InDecember1976,
theDerguehadsignedasecrctmilitaryagrcementwithMoscowand
with  the  outbreak of war in  both  Eritrea  and  the  Ogaden,  the
Ethiopian rerime appealed for massive Soviet military aid.

The Stalinists airljfted a gigantic amount of aircraft, tanks, trams-
port equipment and munitions to Ethiopia, together with avlators,
Sovietofficersandl7,000Cubantrcops.Theaideventuallyamounted
to$2billion.TheBarreregimerespondedbybreakingrclatiouswith
theSovietUhioninNovember1977.Byearly1978itsrilitaryforces
were routed and it was forced to withdraw from the Ogaden.

The Soviet bureauonry considered that the price of haviflg to
leave Somalia was more than compensated for by the increase of its
influence in Ethiopia, a far larger and richer country, with a highly
stratestcpositionontheshoresoftheRedseaandatthestraitsofBab
el Mandeb.

US  imperialism  moved  quickly  to  fill  the  breach  left  by  the
withdraunl of support from the Soviet Uhion. Siad Barre, the self-
styled  "socialist,"  became  eurolled  among  the  allies  of the  "free
world." Washington became his principal sponsor and for the next
decade, armed and financed his regime.

In the unke of the 1979 Imnian revolution and Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan,theUSefortstocstablishbasesintheMiddleEastwere
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intensifying.TheushadcloseditsinstallationatKagnew,inEritrea,
the previous year, at the end of its 25-year lease, and withdmun to
bases elsewhere in the region and in the Indian Ocean. In return for
radar,trucksandnonmilitaryaircraft,theSomaliregimcgrantedthe
Carter administration  in  1980 the use of the fomer  Soviet naval
installation at Berbera. h 1982, Barre obtained a further increase in
aidfromtheReaganadministrationafteranofficialvisittoWashing-
ton.

In 1985, the situation in Somalia worsened drarnatically, when a
famineinEthiopiadrovehundredsofthousandsofrefugeesacross
the border into Somahia, an estimated 440,000 of whom were still
there in February 1991. But the lntemadonal Monetary Fund and
thcWorldBankinsistedthatstringentausteritymeasurcsbeinflicted
on the people so that loans would be repaid.  In  1987,  Siad Barre
rejectedtheconditionswhichtheIMFwasplacingonfurtherloans
and, from then on, foreign aid to Somalia was drastically cut. The
Bane regive then inposcd its own austerity measues, which were
received with great hostihity throughout the country.

Barrealsofoundhimse]flosingcontroloverthearmedforces,as
he  confronted  growing opposition  from  a  multiplidty of amed
groups.Inl987,heenteredintoanagreementwithEthiopiainwhich
hc officially abandoned any claim to the Ogaden. This pl.ovoked a
rebellionbytheSomaliNatiomlMovementwhichseized§ubstantial
territory.  The  SNM derived most of its support from the  Somahi
lsackpeople,whohadbecnforcedoutofEthiopia.ThcUSsentguns
toassistchegovemmentinputtingdowntheSNMrebelhion,andin
Angust 1987 conducted joint Inilitary exercises in Somalia between
US and Somali troops.

aganvy:ts#effin°fln:S:=:fp:jnst:=::E£:::jathh:dreb;::aasnad:=q£:
USSRunderGorbachevabandoneditsclientsinAfficaandprepared
to withdraw from AIghani§tan, the Reagrn adminstrarion became
less  concerned  with  propping up  the  beleaguered  Siad  Barrc  re-
gimc.ro  In  1988,  the  State  Departlncnt  ordered  a  halt  in  aid  to
Somalia, using htman rights violations as the pretelt. This was the
begining of the end.

n=greo::efctrog::s::;EL#Tg`th¥bfa"=eddrs::,a,I:ncb.yn:
gress, created in  1989, and the Soman Patnotic Movement, which
was  active  on  the  border with  Kenya.  Largely  clan-based,  these
groupsweneasincapableofaddressingtheproblemsofthe[massesin
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the R€public Of Somaland. In Mogadishu, Ali Malidi also faced
opposltionwithintheUSCfromGen.MohanedFarchAidid,the

Fa¥¥g:ti:]¥hfi::°g=::::'::asneulfor:::.az=::ecasoouusth::
conchuedforthepasttwoysars,destroyingmuchofwhatremainsof
economic  life  and  agriculture.  As  a  rcoult of tliis  catastrophe,.an
unhownnunberofpeoplehavedied.Inearly1992,some200,000

:sC£':tewdcraahtVI:fihmonr::€::=::eanre°dunb?¥=de].%;#ar'iw::

#?n2'ma::as:-£::ownash:dorfdp::f:CunchAlo¥dthaensdo#theMmalhdaf['fbouftfg
country.

The  major  imperialist  powers  have  seized  on  the  tragedy  of

::,:;htao:Sa=i?:#s?edtoc:"iti:ecsthocfE::ta:rdamrfuT:acshmancegcd:

ff;=£da:r¥:£.;]]¥£r:rfiT±feTgo::ce:dial:ao:p:yo±p:seeDfnoL¥n:b;e:in:¥;
deepening  economic  crisis,  and  the  reemergence  of  the  same
interimperialist  antagohisms  which  produced  World  War  I  and
WorldWarll,thcUhitedStates,Britain,France,Ciemany,Japan
andltalyarcscekingtorevivefomsofdirectcolohialruleandonce
againcarveuplargcpordonsoftheglobcfortheirexclusivcdonin-
don.

The ret`im to colonialism is being carried out under cover of a
propagandabarrageaboutconcemoverthefateofstarvingpeoplein
So"ha.Butmostofthesomalisininmediatedangeroffaminewere
allowed to starve to death over the last 12 months, while the IN
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SecurityCouncil,thcBushadmihistrationandtheotherimperialist
governments stood by and ignored the mass suffing.

TheroleoftheUSgoverrmentisthcmostqnicalofall.Having
armedandfinancedthebrutaldictatorshipofsiadBarreandjusdfied
its crimes against the Somali people, the Bush administration stood
hackandallowedittocouapsc,thenusedtheensulngchaostojustify
militarycHmipationofthecountry.USimperialismisitselfdirectly
responsible for the catastrophe Of finne, disease and widespread
violencefromwhiehitwasinjtiallyclainedthattheusMarineswere
"saving" the Somali people.

In addition to tens of thousands of us troops, Somalia has been
accapicd by soldiers of the French Foreign Lcgivn, 2,000 tlioops
fromltaly,thcfomercolonialpower,andthousandsoftrcopsfrom
14 other countries. Chancellor Helmut Kohl announced that Ger-
man  imperialism,  which  once  aspired  to  an  East  African  empire
Ceniireedbo°::e:rnna¥n'alws°t¥edfineds|5gunsoidi::=u:hsa:¥a±.rm,

NigeriaandZimbabwehavealsosuppliedtrcopstogivcanintema-

:bo]:t[oco=::v::£vltwTe:f#£sEn=]:st::,S:Tt:E¥:i::g;;
the bourgeois goverrments in the former colonial countries have
abandoned even the semblance of indcpendencc from the foreign
pdiey of imperialism.

ThccatastrophenowengulfingSomaliaistheproductofitswhole
history of inperialist exploitation, in which the US has played  a
cridcal role. Capitalism in crisis is once more mming to the most
barharicmethodstoreestablishitsunchallengeddoulnationofthe
world.

This  has  far-reaching implicadons  for workers  in  the  United
Statesandthroughouttheworld,forthesamemethodsaretobeused
against the resistance of the worling class to the dictates of crisis-
stricken capinlism in every country. The fate of Somalia and of au
hsgr=:ty±#n:¥#[::%e::i::ni:fw¥;:;=i°en:d:pfl;::
dence for the oppressed masses.

'   Chronology of Events

1869      0peningofthe suezcanal

ig:2     3;#::anwfao|r::sEgt?yB:ote=na::d France

1889
1900
1920
1925

1935

1941
1950
1960

1969
1977-78

1991       Collapse ofsiad Barie rerime
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Britain invades Italian Somaliland
ltalianrulerestoredunderunTlustTerritory
Bridsh and Italian Somaliland unite
to form Republic Of Somalia

#oarh=g£|::iaB=er%|:e:=?:i[d|Eaan=g:X:cfipance
with Soviet Union, opens relations with United States



The Ugly Face of US Colonialism

ItisnowmorethansixweckssincetheinvasionofSomaHabyover
20,OcOAmericantroops.OpendonRcstoreHopewashunchedwiti
great fanfare in the weeks before Christmas, sold to the Americari
peopleasahumaninrianmissiontoresouethestarvingSomalis.

Sufficienttimehaspassedfortheglowofthemedia'§propaganda
bamgetofadeandforasoberjudgenenttobemadeaboutthereal
characterofthismjlitaryoperation.

Reports  from this Affican nation reveal  a  dafty ton of Somah
civihians killed and wounded ty the US acoupation force. In what
amounted to a cold-blooded massaac, US helicopter gurLships and
Beldan paratroopers mounted an assault on the compound of one
SomahfactioninthesouthemportofRlsmyuonMonday,leaving
scores of people dead and wounded.

Thepentagonarrogantlydishissesquestionsaboutthenunberof
Somau killed by its forces. It is no longer "in the business of body
counts."Foritspart,thecapitahitmediahasshownnointerestinthe
issue. It remains the Pentagon's loyal pubucity agent.

Onerevealingreportdidappear,however,inMonday'sWashing-
tonPostundertheheadline:"hShootoutswithSomalis,Americans'
Word  ls  Law."  The  article  dtes  numerous  incidents  in  which
irmocent somali c.ivihians have been gunned down by in     nes in the
streetsofthesomticapitalofMogadisha.Itstatesthatthepentagon's
rulesofengagementhavegiven"thesoldiersonthcstrcctsfarmore

Fil5t published in the Bulletin on january Z9,  1903
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1cewayindcterminingwhetherandwhentoshootthanAmerican
soldicrshaveeverbeengrantedoutsidcoftradihonalcombatzones."

In  lnost cases,  the  Post notes,  the  bodies  of Somalis  killed  or

c=:Cgd:Cldfgr:q¥:n#}ce:fte±ys;::gtttgm:v:ot:gtr:c:o:n;:w:h:]i£?oC;ncstny=g

a;ih;iiiij;d;:ani;;iiE:;ig:i:v§didi:::giigiiijii:f:iiigdi
Thtwouldtendtoinhibittheirfutuueactious."

£oe:¥n;leg:=°fpEig;;§Sao;ryg¥hie¥u#i:i83icffr;j!°£°§pi;
:cs,gehiTST::,s#:¥:sthnoouginh:iea¥#o=t¥n:;e[t+:F=
colonialism."

gffiij?Fiithg;i-#i:;ifedgj;;iigal!:!i-
fine victims.

ThcrealcharactcrofthcSomaHintcrvendoniscmcrrfugwith

d¥ri¥tod#;:=iirucaTfmpenalistinterventionandpartofthe
ThmiHtryintervenrionlaunchedintheHomofAfrounder

:TgEtefangi"or£¥:":¥:£Vlog¥±g::%c:clef,:it:o:,°=ng
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usTfehi%hi:0:eia¥:omE:nerrswlco:iu¥g=°aT#:r:¥eowpe°nf

49
dinission of US hilitary intervention under condidons in whch

gha:tr:¥n:fie:i:i#:dea:£gr:C¥c=:¥gth:Cdc==C:f°pfres;:b=;
Meanwhe,theWauStrcetJounalMondayprunshedanartide

|natth:cd:*C:dm„i£:o¥£nm¥=gHch°eueifbftiT;aafr:¥
the Caribbean island nation.

ofuEeiE:=::i::win:o|as=mchal=|:opt=::m==::|ednvlkd=e=|foann
reacdontothesufferingoftheSomatipcople-atmgedywhichis
itselfthcproductofmorechanacentryofinperialstdominadon

=d#coeJ°ffhn¥ifws;frcgci;:=ii±t::umy¥a:e:§c:::r:c§::o¥ie:;g£
sistersinSomaliaandintemadonallyinarcsolutestrugglcagalust
inperialstwarandculonialism.Thedemandmustbemedeforthe
immediatewithdrawalofusandallimperialisttroopsfromSomatia.



Imperjaljsm's Drive
to Reenslave Africa

|tRfesstno°r:H:;eT:nags;::£bwun¥lyff£:iapTcachhietdp:tses?aps::°£
itwasreportedthathundredsofSomahiyouthsbattledUStroopsin
theportofMogadishu,confrontingcombat-equippedmarineswith
stonesandtheirbal.ehands.TheyouchsctupharricadesOfbuming
tires,followingthelatestofmanyincidentsinwhichUSforcesshot
and killed Sonulis.

The US milinry intervendon in Somalia was begun with great

ffgfa=r=agne€=fp¥cart::ysao:ea¥a£Lrd:car;=n¥:::afggh:T:#:
humanitarian  capacities Of the  Pentagon.  With  each  passing day,
however,  Restore  Hope  emerges  more  clearly as  a  dirty colonial
occupation,partofimperialism'sresubjugrtionoftheAfricariconti-
nent.

Inthefirstdaysoftheusinvasionofsomalia,theBullerfurejected

#::::aoLfpDroe::#bedraiiT9:99¥£:t::t€?¥£F%e=cTnss:0:::o:
of Somalia marks the onset of a new imperialist drive to carve up
Africa and the rest of the fomer colonial world, The countries of
Africa and Asia which achieved political independence after World
WarllfromtheoldcolohialempiresofEuropeareonceagalntobe

First published in die Bunciin on Feb.ury 12,  1993
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Pla#sunfrystfosr]esj#in¥¥ir±"notoniydytheevoludonofthe

US occupation in  Somalia,  but by tumultuous  evelits shaking the
entire African continent.

In Zaire, the rectme of President Mobutu Sese Scko faces its
greatest crisis in its  27-year rule.  Following clashes between rival
any factiaus in the capital of Kiushasa, Mobutu announced the
dianissalofhismalnpohicalriul,PrimeMinisterEtiermeTchisckedi,

rrt:tj:c ¥cr?„as  appealed  for  intervendon  by foreign  troops  to
ln  Brussels,  diplomats represenchg what are knorm as Zaire's

:C:gfrnngai°a#oeb[:fuen„e#fi¥:uegng:odi=i=aquo:Fgrng
:,=:nbt;"£eenJe=#:trees:Fni=cnatsninB¥cteLth:f|Pio##:t:
developments  have  brought  Zaire  to  the  brick  of political  and
economic collapse, and are subjcchng Zalrian§ to unbearable hard-
ships.„

#=¥£a::£gn¥nas;nn££=ha¥L;:I:ns:pe:usd[c:Eeroc%::who::;F:;
colonial conquerors of the Congo, out of which Zalrc was famed.
Between them, they were responsible for the murder and enslave-
mentofndlionsofAfricans,whiletheyplundercdthelandforitsrich
rineral wealth.  For its parL Washington  served as  the principal
backer of Mobutu for the last quarter Gentry, valuing him as the
CIA'schiefassetontheAfricanconchentandusing2direasabase
for  counterrevolutionay  operations  and  proxy wars  thronghout
southern Africa.

I:faFs:e::ne::hs:a:nfrB;a:¥th¥:?¥:g:irgeBafo¥:eg|:.a::secgr¥¥±ajh:ca:;r
interventiontoassertdirectinperialistcontroloverZaireanditsvast
deposits of diamonds,  capper,  cobalt and  cither minerals is  being
prepared.

ch=gr¥thistc:£#a:Cs¥then#f:,¥fr:n:Jd°:ethEe:%::.°rf=esm=:0:
arcintervcinginsiipponofthcrcbelUNmforcesledby]onas
Savimbi, who  resumed a  16-year civH war after his  defeat in  last
Septcmber's UN-sponsored elections.

WhiletheSouthAfricanapartheidrcgincandthcMobuturegime
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produchgccnterofsoyo,whoreportedthatconchgentsofcomhat-

:oq:eTZ;eg:?nns-;±E;g:i:syhitesenteredthetounwithuNITAforces

¥Ei:i#|:g?;t:riTL?gdfz:gi:£i::oigo;F:ii:fi±ge:r:t;o:Eh;sn:¥ow!js;
tion.

The  New York Times,  in an  article  last  Sunday which clearly
I.eflected  the views  of the  US  State  Department,  listed  48  world
"trouble spots," including 18 on the Afrcan continent. The ardcle

cited urmamcd US officials who "suggest that the United Nations
shouldgoevenfurtherandincffectrmcountriesthathavefailedto
controltheirdisparateforcesfromwithin.Sucharolewouldrevivc

ath=:°#[:°#LedtoNaa=::=rt::#::'c:I:n:run:itameyp':t::

::aa¥i£:f:!j:+¥£fd=:e::thapegsethrveefeToC]::Pcaenti:¥tp¥Wees:

fa?::S:°dwthp:°r:=o€[i:o#:nrtefi£:=:iofi¥gr#:maesesof

ins#bs]emc:Vs:s:°fwwa::idrecacop:°di::|°€o'nsfi:ndt::ctwiir°g{:bctai::ceths:
sion,stagnathgtradeandmountingintcrimperialistconfljcts,allof
thcimperialistpowersaredriventoassertdirectcontroloversources
of cheap labor, raw materids and markets.
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U.S. Massacre ln Mogadishu

Thr:p:ea:si:i:i=a=|:::::|iaousff=eMuosg=s:uryT::ewrveee:trhoans
in Somalia.

c:oa£Loi::]f:o;:?¥T:e:e::mi:g¥j:a::i:;es::gig:d:e:Thifn:sg:c#irr=c¥¥
Thecamageinthestreetsofthesomalicapiulhaclearlyexposed

thecriniinalcharacteroftheUSoperation.Amencanimperialism

:=#p±.:.S:'^f,nt^0_n.^a`±±n.±t=adons+==i=ii8=-==i==L=rc-o.i===:s^g!e.i.[ofconquestandappresslo"i=t-;-#=:8a=E3e.£=##==s
people.

AftcrthreedaysofclashesintheSomahcapital,thedeathtollis
unhown.  US  officials  initially  claimed  that  marmes  and  other
imperialisttroopshadonlyfiredwarrmgshotsandwerenotrespon-
siblc for any casualties.

Col.F`redPeck,thespokesmanfortheUSoccupationforces,was
forcedtoadmitThursdaythatUSforceshadfiredintotheSomali
demonstrators.  "I  wouldn't  be  surprised  if there  were  casualdes
becausewedidengagetheSomalis,"thechericancoloneldeclacd
arrogandy."Wecouldnotconfirmanydeadorwoundcdbecausethe
wounded  would  have  been  on  the  side  of those  who were  being
aggressive toward American soldiers."

First puonshed in the Bulletin on February 26,  1993
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The massacre  did not cnd with the  mass  demoustratious.  On

#=€,a:umch°#goMm°h¥adijhwueawfn:¥oei?pb:kcoco=e¥iaTSS
afosrw=:;::eaaeTregasfg:t;ii=g;:ad:t:fct¥:q#g:i:eec:nod=i,g
hedeclared."Wehavecordonedoffthearea."TTiereisnodoubtthat
suehahouse-to-house"searchanddcstroy"missionwillresultinafar
higher death toll.

Mogrdishu's streets were filled Wednesday with young Somahi
menandwomenwhosetuproadblacksofbumingtiresanddebris
thl.oughoutthecapital.CrowdsattackedtheUS,FrcnchandEgyp-
tian embassies  and confronted  combat-equipped marines and  US
tankswithstoncs,sticksandtheirbarehands.Theyalsoturnedtheir
wrathagainstthemissionoftheUnitedNatious,whichhasprovided
anintrmadomlfigleaffortheUSoperation,andthehotelhousing
theWestempress,whchhassystematicallyliedabouttheeventsin
their c.ountry.

USofficiatshaveattemptedtodismissthispopularuprisingasthe
outcomeofadisputebetweentworivaI"warlords."Thcupheavalsin
Mogadishu  came  jn  the wake  of fighchg Mondry  between  rival
milidasinthesouthemportofKismayuandpublicbroadcastsbythe
lcaderofoneofthefactions,MohamedFarahAidid,denouncingUS
polity.

While  didid's  statements  may  have  served  as  a  spark  for  the
demonstrations,theirrealsourceliesintheoppasitionoftheSomali
people to the attempt by US imperialism to subject them to a new
fom  of colonialism.  The  limited  scenes  of the  demonstrations
broadcast on US television made this clear. Youth advanced under
firefromUStroopscarrymgbanerswithslogansdenouncingthe
"recolohizadon"ofSomaliaandde[Iiandingtheremoulofforeign

forces.
ThsisnomerephraseforthepeopleofSomalia.Forthem,hike

the  masses  throughout  Africa,  colorialism  is  a  matter  of bitter
experience of genemtions of workers and oppressed. More than a
cent`iry of colonial  nlle  and  economic  plunder  by the  European
powers and the subsequent US-sponsored wars and counterrevolu-
tioushavelefttheirscarsthroughouttheconchent.ThekilJingsin

#pdresnp±armc:£L*ethhc%T=';:ogpgs:Ofatrodiesco-tted
Thesheerscopeofthedemoustradousprovedthattheyexpressed

something far more fundamental than a factioml dispute between
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rfulmihdaleadcrs.ASTheNewYorkTinesindicatedonThursday,
USofficialsarebynomeansoptimisticthatmcdiationbctweenthese

:ga:±¥¥::::erfr:ers=i:c:i::;;flee:::ra:d:::.f;oa:d;::.sj`Tfh-oc![!
tained in the coming days."

b,agoeutb:EEues:ee;::oe££#d¥E:=Hda#;tp:a;:d=:joa:i;epT=
insellingtheUSinvasionofsomaliaasa"humanitarianmission"at
theoutset,themediaeithersaysnothingorcynicallyparrotsthclies
handedoutdythepentagoninordcrtodisguisethemeaningofthese
events. This self-censorship by the capitalist press reflects the una-
nimity  of  the  American  col)italist  ruling  class  in  support  of
Washington'slrilitaryonslaughtagainstadefenselesspeople.

Workers,however,shouldposecertainpointedquestions.Howis
itthatahunamtarianreliefoperationtofeedthestarvinghastumed
into a bloody massacre of unamed civilians dcmonstratmg against
foreignoccupadon?whyhavethousandsofSomaliyouthrisenup
and hurled themselves against the US troops and tanks which were
supposedlysenttohelpthem?NeithelthcofficialUSspokesmennor
the capitalist media offer any explanations.

Fromtheoutset,OperationRestoreHoperepresentcdnotanact
ofhunanltarianrelief,butabrutalviolationofthesoverejgntyofthe
Somahpeople.ThcUSinvasioncamesixmonthsaf[ertheworstof
Somalia'sfaminewasoverandundcrconditionsinwhichthehol.rific
suffering of the Somah people had already begun to abate.

Thepretenseoffeedmgthestarvingwasusedtolaunchalong-
prepared  ocoupadon  of the  Horn  of Africa,  a  region  with  vital
strategicslgnificanceforUSimperialismanditsdrivetocontrolthe
oil  wealth  and  sea lanes  of the Middle  East and  the  vast lnineral
resources of Africa.

Withintheinitial24housoftheUSinvasion,Americantroops
hadclaimedtheirfirstSomaticfviliancasualties.Thesekjllingshave

;¥::oe::wr:n#:::teo:i;ficg:ed::t;fiTfeeth°::=,;:::°£ofhgogea:in:I:h:ca;;,b#:
capitalist media,  for its  part,  is indifferent to  the suffering of the
Somalis.Onlyaveryfewofthesedallyincidentseverfindtheirway
into television or newspaper reports.

LastSaturday,TheNewYorkTimespubhshedanaccountofthe
killingofa13-year-oldboywhowasshottodeathbyaUSmarine
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riding on the back of a military truck.  The  boy, who stood  at a
roadside stand  20 feet from the tnick, was mled after he casually
pointed  at  the  marine.  When  the  boy's  farily  approached  US
authoritiestorecovcrhisbody,theyweretreatedlikecriminals.The
deadyouth'smotherwasquotedassayingoftheustrcops,"Theway
thesemenareacting,theyaren'tsolvingproblems,they'recreathg
them. It's our fault. We asked them to come."

In an incident earlier this month, a marine shot and killed two
children who had allegedly stolen food from the back of a tmck.

Last Saturday, a US marine shot and killed a Somali worker who
was part of a group attempting to organize a stnke at a construction
site near the Mogadishu airport.

Itisthisdallytollofdeadandwoundedsufferedbyapeopleunder
chejackbootofforeignmihitaryoccupationwhichfinallyledtothe
explasion of popular anger in the streets Of Mogndishu this wcck.

Meanwhile,  the  political  and  economic  affairs  of the  Somali
people  are  dictated  by the  US  "special  envoy"  Robert Oakley.  A
veteran  of US  operations in Vletnam,  Lebanon  and Afghanistan,
Oakleypersonifiesthe"uglyAmerican"impcrialistproconsul,con-
temptuouslydismissingthewilloftheSomahipeople,whileordering
killings and repression to further the aims of the US occupation.

Even  before  the  first  US  troops  landed,  the  Bull.etin  warlied

?grinstthe"hypoeriticalandcyniealmediabarragewhichdepictsthe
Invasion as a noble act of humanitarian aid to the starving Somali
people."

In its December 4 statement entitled "Why is the US Invading
Somalia?"theBulletineditorialboardsaid:"Nogovemmentofficial
has even attempted to clarify why a 30,000-strong force backed by
ships,  attack  helicopters  and  bombers  is  required  to  insure  the
delivery of food supplies. Nor have they explained why American
troops are to be stationed at key locations throughout the country,
even though only a pordon of southern Somalia is affected by the
famine." The real purposes of this deployment have now become
clear.

Dismissing washington's "humnitarian" pretenses, the Bulledn
declared:  "The White House and Pentagon interest in  Somalia is
based on the stratectc importance of this reofon to the economic,
military and geopolitical interests of American imperialism. "

We further waned that the intervention would provoke resis-
tance from the  Somali people:  "The adventure in Somahia will no
more solve the crisis of American capitalism thari did the massacre
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carriedoutbytheUSinlraq.Farfromrestoringimperialist`stabil-
ity,'  it  will  ulti"tely  fuel  the  flames  of popular  revolt  against
cno:0:a::¥::noyp:::£]ine#:u£:::tego¥#i:i:Touslsbe-

Thcrc  is  no  end  in  sight  for  this  ocoupadon.  Even  after  the
proposcdtransferofmilitaryforcesinSomaliatoaUNcommand,
5,000 US troops are to reniain indefinitely on the ground. Mean-

:t'ci1":|p::£e£]:#:n:sfi::c::O#ta=sesrip:¥ff'sah¥r¥fcea]:cyo::
intervene.

Anyonestillharboringillusiousaboutthe"humanitarian"motives
ofthisintervendonshouldaskthcmselves:Whatrolecansuchaforce

loe=bfb:bd:i;t;:pe:::£]onfgeo?::heg:=+:g£+:u¥:nfha£]£¥oofs:1::
Clinton.ThejnterventioninSomalia,likecarlicrUSinvasiousand
warsofaggrcssioninGrenada,Panamaandhaq,wascarricdoutwith
thehipartisansupportofDemocratsandRcpublicans.

Clinton, who was inaug`iratcd as prc§ident in  the lnidst of US
bombingsinlraqandthcoccupationofSomaliabytensofthousands
ofUStl.oops,fuuyendorscdthemilitarismoftheBushadministra-
tionandhascondnuedtheinterventiouswhichitbegan.

#¥t£¥cs:ee¥:rv:n:t:i:;::go:s;;eg.6Eo£:3±,s¥m:n:bid:a¥ee¥fefilt£

:.h:¥d:fi:¥co¥u:og,:a::efggggthin:an::grL=lg:::the:=c::
Balkaus. The proposed airdrop of relief supplies to Bosnia is Inoti-
vatednotbyadesiretorcducethesufferingoftheYugoslavpeople,
buttocrcatcthecondidonsforaprovacationwhichwiuallowdirect
US intervention into the region.

ThesourccofthceniptionofUSmjlitarismliesintheprofound
economiccrislsofAmericanandworldcapitahim.rmrcdinaglobal

::v=[:s:::,cob:=e:nbz#w:gd:mdecstifcosng:gcnTj¥sj.;escc¥:e]3:*:
theAmericancapitalistrulingclassanditspoliticalreprescntatives,
DemonaticandRepublicanalike,havetuncdtoadespcratepdiey
of ndljtary  aggl.ession.  It  is  seeking  to  use  America's  remaining
ndlitary superiority to offiet its economic decline.

American  capitalism's  aim  is  to  assert  hegemony  over  world
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markets, raw materials and sources of cheap labor at the expense of
itscapitalistrivals.Thisroadleadsinevitablytoabloodycatastrophe
for American capitalism and ultimately to a new imperialist war.

There are vital polidcal lessons for the American working class in
the  t`m  of events  in  Mogadishu.  The  crimiml  intervention  in
Somalia was carried out under the cover of a fun-scale propaganda
barrage in the capitahst media, promoting a colonial occupation as a
humanitarian rescue operation. Like all US military intervendons, it
enjoyed the unqualified backing of the big business stooges in the
trade union bureaueraey.

These methods are not reserved solely for foreign interventions.
The same elements are being brought into play in promoting the
CIInton administration's deficit reduction plan, which is being sold
by the media and the labor bureaucracy as a program to create jobs
andimprovethelivingstandardsofAmericanworkers.Thisisjustas
big a lie as the claim that US troops were sent to Somahia to feed the
hungry. Both at home and abroad, it is the interests of profit, not of
people, which determine the pohicy of the capitalist ruling class and
its government.

It is impossible to defend jobs, living standards and basic rights at
home without rejecting the perspecdve of defending the "nadoml
interest" of American imperialism abroad.

Americanworkersmustjoinwiththeirclassbrothersandsistersin
SomaliaindemandingtheimmediatewithdrawalofaLIUSandother
imperialist troops from that country.

The only answer to the worldwide eruption of milharism and the
attacks on the working class at home hes in forcing the intematioml
unity of workers in every country in the struggle for socialism. This
is  the  revolutionary  program  and  perspective  fought  for  by  the
Workers League and our co-thinkers in the lnternational Commit-
tee of the Fourth lnternational.

Notes

Why Is the US Invading Somalia?

I.  batdeship M".#e - A US vessel blown up in Havana harbor
Fcbrmry15,1898.ThiswasthepretextutilizedbytheUStoprovoke
a war with Spain, which was blamed for the incident, in which 260
men died. President MCKinley presented Spain with an ultimatum,
some of the terms of which were actually being implemented when
the US  Congress  declared  war  on April  25.  The Treaty Of Paris
(December10,1898)endedSpanishruleinCubaandtheUSgained
the islands of Guam, Puerto Rico and the Philippines.

The Return to Colonialisl]i

I.Lenin,Vlndimirllyich(Ulyanov)(1870-1924)-Theleader
of the  October  1917  Revolution  and  of the  first  workers  state.
TogetherwithTrotsky,hewasoneofthetwogreatestrevolulonary
Marxistleadersofthetwentiethcentury.HeapphiedMarxismtothe
modem epoch in developing the theory of the revolutionary van-
guard party, necessary for the proletariat to seize power. He fought
fortheunderstandingthatsciendficsocialismhadtobebroughtinto
thelabormovementfromoutsidetheday:to-day,economicstnggles
inaconflictwiththespontaneousconsciousnessoftheworkmgclass.
LehindevclopedtheMarxistanalysisofimperialismasthefinalstage
of capitalism,  the epoch of wars and revolutions. An indefatigrble
opponent of opportunism in all forms, after the historic betrayal of
the Second Intemadonal in August 1914, Lenin set out to construct

61



62

a Third (Communist) International.

Somalia: A Hstory of Imperialist Brutality

I.KingIleopoldn(1835-1909)-TherulerofBelgivmfrom
1865. He established personal control in 1885 over the Congo Free
State (now Zaire). His exploitadon of the colony was notoriously
bloodthirsty,evencomparcdtothebrutalitybeingcarriedoutbythe
othcrimperialistpowcrs.Hewasobligedtohandovercontrolofthe
colony to the Belgian government in 1908.

2.  Rhodes,  Cecil John  (1853-1902)  - A British  imperialist
polidcian and  businessman.  He  ehigraeed from Britain to  South
Africa in  1870 and  rmde  a fortune  from the  Kimberley diamond
mines. He founded the De Beers Mining Company in 1880, The
following year he entered the Cape Colony parliament and became
premierofCapeColonyfrom1890untilhewasforcedtoresignin
I 896. He strongly advocated British expansion in Africa.

3.Bismarek,PrincechooEdunrdl.eopoldvon(1815-1898)-
A  Prussian  statesman  and  diplomat.  His  main  objective  was  the
forcible unification of the small German states and the creation of a
single  Cierman  empire  under  the  hegemony  of Junker  Prussia.
BismarckbecaneChanceuoroftheGemanEmpircin1871fouow-
ing the defeat of Napoleon Ill in the Franco-Prussian war. He was a
vicious enemy of the working class movement, authoring the Anti-
Socialist Law qmceptional I.av Against the  Socialists)  and other
meas`ires.  In  1890,  the Exceptioml Law res  canceled.  Bismnd
resigned the sane year,

4.Ethiopia(Abyssinia)-Oneofthemostancientkingdomsin
the world. Its fomer kings claimed descent from the son of King
Solomon and the Queen of Shcba. As the kingdom of Amrm, it uns
prominentfromthefirsttotheeighthcenturyandthecenterofavast
ivory trndc. It was converted to Christianity in the fourth century.
TheareawasisolatedafrertheArabconquestofEgyptcutitstiesto
Byzantium. At the end of the nineteenth century, Ethiopia was a
landlockedkingdom,strivingforcontrolofneighboringEritreaasa
gateway to the Red Sea.

5.  MLissolini,  Bcnito  (1883-1945)  -The  fascist  leader who
ruledltalyfrom1922-1945.Expcl]edfromtheltahanSocialistParty
in 1914 for his rabid, social-paulotic support for World War I, he
organized a militantly antisocialist and semimilitary fascrst move-
ment  in  1919,  He  rose  to  power  in  October  1922.  After  1926,
bo`irgeoisdemocraticfomswereabohishedandthelabormovencnt
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wasbloodilysuppressed.Mussoliniwasreplacedinl943byBadoglio.
In  1945  he  was  captured  and  executed  by  Communist  Pany-led
partisans.

6.  League of Nations -The imperialist talk-shop established
by the Versailles Peace Conference in  1919. It was a mechanism of
domination by the major imperlalist powers. Lenin referred to it as
a"thieves'kitchen."Thesovietunionwasadmittedasamemberand
given a seat on its council in September  1934.

7.  Stalin,  Joseph Vissarionovich (Dzhugashvili)  (1879-1953)
- The leading spokesman for the Thermidorean reaction in the
Soviet  Union  who  became  the  all-powerful  Bonapartist  dictator
rulingonbehalfofthebureaucracywhichemergedintheUSSRand
of world imperialism. He played an insignificant role in the actual
seizure  of power  in  October  1917  but,  under  conditions  of the
isolationandbackwardnessoftheUSSR,caneforwardastheleading
representative of the petty-bourgeois layers who became more and
more concerned with the advancement of their own material inter-
ests at the  expense of the international working class.  During the
1930s,  he  organized  the  destruedon  of the  Bolshevik  Party,  the
butcheryoftheleadershipoftheRussianRevolutlonandthephysical
armihilation Of every representative of Marxist culture in the Soviet
Union. He directed the assassination of Trotsky in August 1940.

8.  de Gaulle, Charles Andr€ Joseph Marie (1890-1970) -A
French soldier and politician. He was president from 1945 to  1946
and from  1958 to  1969. When the French bourgeoisie capitulated
ignominiously to Hitler in 1940, he started the Free French move-
ment in England, believing that the interests of bourgeois France
would be better served by playing an active role in the war. He was
namedpremeronJunel,1958attheheightoftheAlgeriancrisis.He
assumed new and wider powers jn an attempt to avert civil war in
France  and  became  the  first president  Of the  Fifth Republic.  His

govemmentwasirreparablyweakenedbythegeneralstrikeinMay-
June  1968. He resigried in  1969.

9.  Churchill, Sir Winston Spencer Leonard (1874-1965) -
Oneoftheleadingimperialistpoliticiansofthetwenriethcentury.As
home  secretary,  he  called  out troops  against striking miners  and
dockersin1911.Hewassecretaryforwarandairfrom1919to1921
and  the  leading  supporter  of amed  intervention  against  Soviet
Russia. During the  1926 General Strike he organized the antilabor

government newspaper, the British Gazette. From 1939 to 1940, he
wasthefiTstlordoftheadmiralty,becomingprimeministerin1940.
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He  was  one  of the  main  shapers  of the  strategy  of the  Allied
inperialistpowersinworldwarllandworkedcloselywithRoosevelt.
Defeatedoverwhelminglyinthe1945GeneralElection,hewasTory
prime minister again from  1951 -55.

Roosevelt,FnanldinDelano(1882-1945)-Uspresidentl933-
45driringtheGreatDepressionandWorldWarll.Hisgovemment
recognizedtheScwietUnionin1933.RooseveltdevelopedtheNew
Deal,asetofpolieieswhichincludedaprogramofpublicworksand
the introduction of social security. On the eve of the US entry into
World War H, his administration jailcd the leadership of the Ameri-
can Trotskyist organization, the Socialist Workers Party.

Atlandc  Charter  -  Signed  by  Roosevelt  and  Churchill  on
August 14, 1941, before the US entered World War 11. It included a
verbal recognition of every people's right to independence and self-
determination. This was in line with the spurious claim that World
War 11 was a war for freedom and aga.inst fascism.

10.  Vichy France -Marshall Henri P6tain headed the govern-
ment located in Vichy, a health resort to`rm in south central France,
after the  German  occupation of northern France in  1940.  Under
Laval,theVichygovemmentcontinuedtocollaboratewiththcNazis
after the whole Of France was occupied in 1942.

Hitler, Adolf (1889-1945) -The Austrian~bom, fascist dema-
gogue  who  became  the  spokesman  and  all-powerful  dictator  on
behalf of decaving  Geman  imperialism.  A  sworn enemy  of the
proletariatandcommunism,heexpoundedhisracistandreactionary
views in Mcl.# A;az#2f He became a leader of the German National
Socialist Workers Party QTazis), which,  backed by big capital and
taking advantage  of the  impotence of the  Communist and  Social
DemocraticParties,tookpowerin1933.Hesetaboutdestroyingthe
Gemanworkersmovementandlaunchedaprogramofexpansionof
German imperialism which resulted in World War 11.

I 1.  I-end-Lease -A program initiated by Roosevelt in 1941. It
was the way in which US inperialism funded the Allied nations in
World War 11. Total aid exceeded $50 billion.

12.Nehni,]awaharlal(1889-1964)-Oneoftheleadingpolid-
cal representatives of the Indian bourgeoisie.  He  became the first

prime minister of lndia after nominal independence in 1947. Nehru
joined  the  fight against the  British  occupation  of India  after  the
British massacre of Indian nationalists at Amritsar in 1919. He was
president of the Indian National Congress from 192 9 and was jailed
in 193 0 for his part in civil disobedience campaigns. He is the author
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of G/jm!prf a/ HrondJ Hdrinyr, a collection of letters to his daughter,
hdira Gandhi, who later became prime minster of India.

Nknlrmh, Kwrme (1909-1972) -A polidcal representative of
the mtional bourgeoisie in Ghana. He was prime minister of the
British-ruled Gold Coast from  1951, then of the Independent Re-
pubhic  of  Gham  from   1957.  He  became  its  president  in  1960,
gradually  assuring  dictatorial  powers.  He  was  overthrown  in  a
hilitary coup in 1966.

Sukano (1901 -1970) -President of Indonesia from 1945 until
1967.  From  1927,  he was  a  leader  of the  bourgeois  wing of the
independence movement which opposed the Dutch occ`ipation of
the archipelago. Imprisoned by the Dutch colonial authorides from
1933  to  1942,  he  uns  released  by  the Japanese  with  whom  he
collaborated. He was instrumental in creating the Republic of Indo-
nesiain1945.Likemanyoftheotherbourgeoisnationalistfigurcsof
the period, Sukamo attempted to maintain some political indepen-
denceduringthe1950sand1960sbybalancingbetweenimperialisin
and  Stalihism.  The  pohey  proved  particularly  disastrous  for  the
workmg  class  and  peasantry,  up  to  one  million  of whom  were
massacredbythearmyanditssupportersfollowingamilitarycoupin
1965. Sukamo was ousted and replaced by General Suharto.

13.  Potsda.in  Conference  -Held  in  July-August  1945  in
Potsdam, Germany, it was the last inter-Alhied conference of world
War 11 (earlier conferences took place at Tehran and Yalta). It was
attended by the representatives of the victorious imperialist powers
andtheSovietUnion.TrumanrepresentedtheUS,Stalin,theUSSR
and Churchill represented Britain until he was replaced by Clement
Attlee.Theyagreedthatafour-powerAlliedControlCouncilwould
rule defeated Gemany.

14.  Molotov, Vyachcslav Milchailovich (Skriabin) (1890-1986)
-  Stalin's  right-hand  man  during the  bloody liquidation  of the
Russian Marxists in the  1930s.  He functioned  as president of the
Comintem  during the  disastrous  ultraleft  "Third  Period"  and  as
president of the Council of people's Commissars from  19}0-1941.
Later, as commissar of foreign afairs, he accompanied Stalin to the
Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences. He opposed Khrmhchev
and the limited revelations of Stalin's crimes in 1956, and was ousted
from  the  leadership.  Expelled  from  the  CPSU  in  1961,  he  was
readmined in 1984.

15.  Na§ser, Canal Ahdel (1918-1970) -Led a military coup
d'etatwhlchoverthrewKingFaroukofEgyptin1952.Hcendedthe
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British "litary presence in Egypt in 1954 and nationahized the Sue7,
Canal  in  1956.  President  of Egypt  from  1956,  he  claimed  to  be
implementing "Arab socialism," but in reality was a political repre-
sentadve of the Arab bourgeoisie. Nas§er's experiment in achieving
"pan-Arab union" by unidng Egypt with Syria to form the United

Arab Republic in 1956 collapsed when Syria seceded in 1961. Under
his leadership, Egypt suffered a disastrous setback in the  1967 war
with Israel.

16.Eisenhower,IhvightDavid(1890-1969)-Commanderof
theAlhiedtroopsinEuropeforthelasttwoyearsofworldWallland
commander of NATO in 1950. He became US president 1953-61,
thefirstRepublicantoholdofficefor20years.Duringhispresidency
theMccarthywitchhuntreacheditshighpoint.OneofEisenhower's
firstactsaspresidentwastorefusetocommutethesentenceonJulius
and Ethel Rosenberg, who were executcdJune 18,1953 after being
framed on espionage charges. In 1957, Eisenhower dispatched fed-
eral troops to Little Rock, Arkansas to enforce  an antlsegregation
court order. His terns as president saw some of highest peacetime
military budgets ever proposed, When he retired at the age of 70, he
warned of the potential for "misplaced power" entailed in the "mih-
tary-industrial complex. "

17.  Kenyatta, Jomo  (1891-1978) -A Kenyan bourgeois na-
tionalist. He was imprisoned by the British in  1953  and accused of
leading the Man Mau rebellion, which he denied. Released in 1961,
hebecamethefirstpresidentofKenyafroml964tol978.Hewasonc
of the most influential of the African nationalist leaders, but proved
as  incapable  as  the  others  of finding  any  lasting  solution  to  the

problems faced by the African masses.
18.  Haile Selassie, Ethiopian emperor (1892-1975) -Under

thenameofRasTafari,hereignedfrom1930to1974.Hewasdriven
out by the Italian invasion in  1936 a.nd restored to the throne  by
Britishimperialismin1941.Hewasoverthrowninarilitarycoupin
1974.

19.  Menristu  Hailc  Marian  Lt.  Col.  (1937-  )  -  Led  the
military coup against Haile Se[assie in 1974. He became head of state
in 1977. With the backing of the Soviet Union, he embarked on an
economic program known as Ethiopia First, which included nation-
alization.  As  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  began  to  weaken
followingcheSovietpulloutfromAfghanistanandAngola,Mengistu
attempted  to  improve  relations  with  the  US.  In  March   1990,
Menctstu's pretension to "Ethiopian socialism" came to an end and
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he began the process of privahation, espousing free market prin-
ciples.OnMay21,1991,withhisamryfacingdefeatbysecessionists
in Eiritrea and insurrechonists in Tigre province, Mengistu fled the
country, eventually being granted political asylum in Zimbabwe.

20.  Gorbachev, ^fflhail Scrgeyevich (1931-  ) -General sec-
retary of the Stalinist Communist Party of the USSR from March
1985  following the death of Konstantin Chemenko.  He  presided
over the turn by the Stalinist bureaucracy to the polides of capitalist
restoration. A member of the Central Committee from 1971 and of
thePolitburofrom1980,Gorbachevin1990and1991supportedthe
imperialistassaultonlraq,whichhadbeenalongstandingallyofthe
Soviet Union. Gorbachev resigned as the leader of the Communist
Party  August  24,   1991   following  an  unsuccessful  coup  attempt
against his government. He resigned as Soviet president December
2 5, 1991, after the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the announce-
mentoftheformationoftheCommonwealthoflndependentStates,
a collection of bourgeois states.
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