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democmts accept any farm of consociation. they ought to detemine how dam-
nging  these  criticisms  ere.   My  sense  is  that  the  criticisms  will  not,  in  the
Somali case, disonedit the ideas preseneed herein.  Bu( a full hearing chould in-
deed be  eneournged.   Furthermore]  there may  be other sorts  of institwtioml
amngements  diat  develop  out  of  the  collective  discussion  of  the  "pasooml
democmts"  diemselves.    Pefhaps  these  amngements  might  be  altet"tives
within  the  spiri( of oonsociation?    Hoposals  from  Somalis  both within  and
outside of the cousociatioml tmdition also deserve hcarings.  What I wished to
iise this space for was to press all drose interested in Somalin's future to think
more oonstr`ictively  about hour their ideals might be best realized.   For any
Somali groxp to suggest today that it would be more democmtic tin the pre-
vious regime becfiuse its meinbers  rcalbi  beJI.eve  I.n  deorocrzzcy and  iD over-
coming  tribal domination,  I can only  point out that  in  october,  1969,  for
doubted the sincerity that Geneml Siyand put to this very task.   The design of
politital aystems, theorists of cousociation argiie. can direct the anibitions Of
men and women toward the preservation of democraey mther than toverds its
destruction.    Constifutioml  construction.  couscoiationists  futhe[  argue,  re-
quires  expertise about political  institutions  as  much as  declatatious  of oom-
mitment by patriots who deeply believe they can do better.
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For a few drys in ]nid-July, Mogadirfu, de capinl of Somalia was
wmcked dy unprdented waves Of anger and protest against the govemnent
of Mohrmed  Sfyand Bane.    The  immediate  cause  of the  clashes  between
uned soldiers and demonsmtols was the anest on the prcwious day of promi-
nent religious haders and other civilian critics Of the regine.   The underlying
causes ac grievances that mnscend these particuh[ issues.

The  sovage attack against  demorstmtors  on July  14  is  a  grim re-
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bn]tal reaction from the government.   Amed detdrents of the military po-
lice sumunded au the major mosques in mticipation of `mest following the
a[rest of religious leaders.   These deuchnents wac fully  rmed with auto-
matic wcapns and were traxponed ty commando vehicles. They wac ac-
compnded by mernbep of the police force who were amed with sticks and
canes.  They soucht to diapese the congregations with pdysical and venal in-
timidrtion 8s they filed ou. of the mosques a( the compledon of pnyels.   As
the nunLha of people streaming out of the mosques increased, people began to
thou( `'AJJchu Amber"   ("God is Chat").   The soldiers then fired live ammu-
nition nd the crowds began to reach fo. rocks and stoties.  The clashes were
followed by meg arrests and at least one massace, when 46 men wcse exo-
cuted on July 16 on Jezira beach, just outside Mogedishu.  At a minimum, the
number of peaple who have died are es(imted &t 450; over  1000 have been
wounded and 2000 anested during the house-to-house scawhes the( followed
the clashes.   The finilies of the injund have not been able to seek medical
assistane for their relatives fo[ hat that the militaer and security personnel
stationedatthehoapi.alswouldarresttheminstcad.

Th killing Of hundleds of people as they filed out of mosques be-
cause the 8uthndties anticipated demonstrations is A clea. sign of the govern-
menrs nervous rmction to any signs of political opposition.   h spite of tve
decades Of trying to ensL]fe domimtion ty military means, psychological ter-
ror,maripulationOfSrmalin'8delicatechn8micmremdusingdieeoonrmyes
a pelitical insmment, legitin&ey continues to elude Sfyaad Bane.  The receed.
events ate a vivid illurmtion of the extent to which the gqryerment has last
every chnd of legltinacy, due both to widespread intemul appasition and in-
teimtio"l ctlticism of its human rights poucies.

After twmty yca]s in |iower, Bane'8 legaey is a eystem of govenment
chrmcterized ty the suppression of all fomis of dissent and pelitical debate.
the delibemte exploitation Of chn and regional differences for pelihal ends,
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torture. detentiors, ecormmic mismanagemenL nepotism and com)ption on a
massive scale.   'Ihe insfabiuty generated dy this sit`iation erupted in civil war
in May 1988 in norden Somalia and now threatens to tear the whole country
apart.

This  is a  chaap  contrast to  the  enthusiasm  that greeted  the  military
coup of October 1969 which bmught Siyand Bane and a 25 member Supre(ne
Revolutiomry Council (SRC) to power.   Bet`veen independence in 1960 and
the coup of 1969, de political climate in Somalia was chrmcterized 1]y eeapect
for the democmtic principles and insrfutious that the nation inherited at inde-
pendence.  a)venments elected in a democratic fashion suooeeded each other;
diene were mmerous apposition parties;  there was freedom Of the press  and
there wcne no political prisoners  or exiles  and  no  reports  of hiirmn rights
abuses, either firm national o[ intelmtional groups.

There was, however, such a prolifemtion of political pmies that out
of a population of five million people. 60 political parties contested a highly
politicized and emotionally chnged election in March  1969.   This frogmenta-
tion facilitated an extraordinapr degree of political manipulation by the civilian
leadership &t the time.   h the wake of this bitter and divisive election. where
acc`isatious  of froud and  election-rigging  were rife,  die political etmoaphere
became even more tense with the assassination of the president in October.
The assassindon was not politically motivated but led to  further chars  and
acated  a  political  vacuum.    As  a  result  the  coup  that  brought Mohained
Slycad Bane to power `ms widely regarded as the only chance for the country
to escape the political paralysis that gripped the nation and to  achieve order
nd discinhi

h the  Second Charter of the Revolutiont issued  in  April  1970,  de
fegine d¢chred "scientific socialism" as its ideology and se( about tmnsfom-
ing Sonalin, haditionally a conservative islaniic country, into a mdical social-
ist state based on RArxist-Iminist principles.  Its first step was to enstire con-
tot of the |iolitical pmoess.   The constitution inherited at independence was
abolished.  The lending civilian politicians were amested and many were to be
detained for seveml years.  Political parties wcoe abolished and membership in
opposition groups, or any organhation that was not aponsoned dy the govern-
meut was dechred en offense punishable by death.  Civic organizations outside
the control of the government were prohibited.  Printing presses were national-
ized and the medin would henceforth be owned and operated by the govem-
mentandsubjeetto8trictcensochip.

The  govemment's  immediate  priority  was  the  establishment  of  a
stm€ intelligence gathering network, the implenentation of sveeping  legal
refing to instiutomlize the denial of basic human rights and the creation of
a j`idicial  aystem  that `rould  ensure  the  subordination  of justice  to  politics.
Added to the absence of any oppommity for political debate. these refoms le-
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galized mce5`nes of `inprecedented scope and severity, in (he hope of crushing
any pusibility of dissent and opposition.   Iindowed with unlimited powers to
harass imocent people, security agencies. a system of laws and procedures de-
signed to maintain a climate of fear and a subservient judiciary havp created an
Btmoaphere of intimidation that is both current and cumulative.   The law both
on its face and as applied violates the most basic norms of justice and consti-
tutes a perversion of the rule Of law.

The National Seeurfty Service OTSS) is the country's principal intelli-

gence  ngency.    For  most  of  the  1970s,  the  head  of  the  NSS  was  Ahmed
Suleinan  Abdrlha,  a  son-in-hw of the i]resident,   'Ihe Establishment of  the
National Security Service Law of February  15,  1970 allows the NSS to detain
pcople indefinitely for "investigations" if they are suspected of having commit-
ted offenses against "ziational security,"  National security is defined as behav-
ion "which may be  considered prejudicial  to the maintenance of peace, order
and good government" according to Lflw No.  I of January 1970.   Decree Law
NO.  14  of February  15,  1970 gave the NSS  the right "to scorch any person.
property  or house  and  to confiscate  any property  belc.aging  to  a person sus-
pected of anti-revolutiomly activities."   This has been widely used to pLirich
the en(ire family.   In  1984 in Hargeisa, a group of secondary school students,
all under twetrty. were anested on suspicion of being  involved with an anti-
governinent organization.   Some of their friends escaped.  The fathc[ of oiie of
those who escaped. Mohaned Hashi, was arrested and  threatened with death
unless he produced his son,  When he failed to identify his son's whereabouts,
he was sentenced to 20 years in prison in October  1984 to punish him for his
son's alleged involvement with this group,  A wealthy man, all his property and
cars were confiscated.

The powers of the NSS are reinforced by Article 5  of Law No.  8  of
Jquny  26,  1970 which amended the code of criminal procedure so  that  of-
fcuses oonceming natioml security would not be subject (o specific time limits
and n]les of procedure, such as the prohibition of using confessions as evidence
ngaiust a defendant.   Habcas corpus. the legal recourse in the case of illegal
detentions and potentially one of the most effective judicial weapons against
human rights abuses, was abolished in na(ioml security cases by Decree Lew
NO. 64 of October 10, 1970.  Once atrested on suapicion of having cornmi(ted
an offcuse relaoed to national sceutity, a suspect does not have the righ( (a  a
lavye[ upon a[I\esl  According to Law No. 17 of April 7. 1970. a suspect could
consult . lavyer only `'onoe all investigations had been teminated."   h prac-
tice, detainees have been allowed  to see their lawyer only shordy before the
utal begins.   There is no right to talk to a lawyer privatdy.   There is always a
representative of the  ALtomey Geneml of the National  Security Court Orsc)
Pfceent.
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Natioml Security is an open-ended coneep( that means whatever the
authorities wmt it to mean,  This broed and vague conce|it has included in its
scope acts which oonsrfute the peaceful exercise of the rights of freedom Of
expression, asscoiation and wochip.   It has been used to detain indefinitely
anyone whose activities and opinions the government does not like.

The NSS soon acquhed a reputation for temr.   Significant resources
were allocated to die NSS which was given its o`m inteftoga-tion Centers and a
special court eystem.  A fomideble network  of informers a( the worlplace. in
mosques, in neigl]horhood centers awl all other putilic fom.   Spying on one's
finily,  ffiends,  neighbors,  chssmates  and  collcogties was  encoumged  as  a
"civic duty" and became a mpid means townds promotions and economic and

polithal power.  'Ihe fear and suapicion unleched ty the NSS created an ex-
mordinary level of psychological terror.   Detention and imprisonlrmt sane-
tioned ty law and the president es political insmmene to be used against in-
nocent civilians was a new and terifying expedence.  Amest and inprisonment
were associated with a convietion for 8 criminal offence.   The arrest and de-
tention  and the delibemte infliction of plysical torhire and paychological tor-
neat of ordinary citizens who had not committed a crime was unpreeedeneed
in the histry of Somalia.

The NSS was not the only secndty egeney to look after the govern-
menrs polithal  interests.  The Victory  Pioneers  (Goutwtryaed),  are  a  `ini-
fomed militia  that act  as  the  governments  `mechrdog  at  the  neighborhood
level,  modeled  after  Cuha's  Defense  of  the  Revolution  committees.     The
Vietory Pioneers report neither to the rmnistry Of the hteriQr which has ovemll
teaponsibility for police macoers nor to the Ministry Of Defense; they repon di-
feedy  to  the president.   They exis( in every  to`m and village to  ens`ire  that
people eoe the corrcet political line.   They became notorious for imimidating
people imo attending the local "orientation center' for political indoctrimtion
lessons.   They were particularly  active  in  the  1970s when die  govemnienrs
political ptogtam `ves at its most ndical phase in tenns of political hetoriq
attendance at orientation centers and the need to show wholehearted enthusi-
aan for the governmenfs plans to revolutionize Somalia's traditiotIAl social and
political smctine.   they too elevated apring info a mtional duty; being  that
much closer to individunl neighhothoods, they even eneoumged husbands and
wives to apy on each other and children on their prrents.   Although the legal
basis of their powers of anest and detention is not cLcor, in pmctice they have
been t€spousible for the anested  deten(ion is Dot clear. in practice they have
been  oeapousible  for  the  arfeioed  detention  of  countless  peqple  for  their
"counter-revolutiomry" attitudes whish may be nothing more significant than

failure to attend orientation centers on a regular basis.
Several  other  independent  agencies  also  have  unlimited  powets  of

anest.    Among  the  mast  important  are  the  military  Ponce  lnoiun  as  the
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"Ebeldreckes`'(Dhatw /abjn¢a) who ac responsible for the anest and intet-

togation of poutically prminent individunls and are also used in politically
sensitive situations.  Their pupre is to `'brcak the baclr of anyone who chows
nypouticalresistanee.TheyareevenmorofearedthantheNSS.

The National Cbmitne for the Emdication of Comipt Thctlces in
thembnc,chaindbythepre5identoftheNatiomlSecurftyCourLisanaudi(-
ing ageney which controls government finmces.   The pemlty for stealing or
hisappropriathg  government funds  depends  on  the  sum  of  the  mmey  in-
volved.  Itryone foul guilty of stealing over loo,000 SomAli chillings (about
USS120®ttheouneatexchangente)isliabletobeshotasstntedinArtiele13
of IAw. No54.   Iflng  priso]i tenns  are  mandatory  for smauer amounts  of
money.  During the 1970s when the regime was establishing its &udiority, this
hwwaswldelyabusedforpoliticalends.Thaseinapasihonofpowerusedit
to endch themselves.  Relatives of the president and Part)I ofricials ued it to
cripple business competieus and to punich senio[ officinls in the civil sndco
who they foLnd to be an inpedinent to their economic or political rdvanee-
meat.   The law has not been repealed; however, it is no longer necesary to
implement it.  The only ones in a position to embezzle public f`mds are these
whowieldpowe[andtheirrelotivesandcronies.

Au Of these agencies have committed gmss violation of himan richts
onaeystematicbasis.ShieldedfromanindependentscrLitinyendp[otectedty
total impunity. they have nested thousands of people at will. without search
`mu[onts, without any  explanation and with-out reference to  any  central ou-
thority and held them incolnmunicado for long periods of tine, in many cases
for yeus.  Ismail Ali Abckor. a fomer vice-I)resident Ofner Artch Ghaleb, a
fomer foreign minister. ul several other prominent political detainees were
anesoed  in  1982  and held without  charges  until  chordy  befcne their  trial  in
Fet]ny 1988.  Neither the NSS nor the militias nor any other sceulty ageney
is obliged to peed or to publish the names of detainees,   Families Of people
anested have no way Of tmcing the whereabouts of detained telatives; bribing
the officlal§ concerned is the only means to obtain information.

The  single men( sweeping  law `^ms hw No.  S4  of  Septemha  10.
1970, endtled "law fo[ sofegunrding National Seculty."   It |irovides the death
penaltyforexercisingawidetangeofintermtionallyrecognizedrightssuchas
frdom of expression. asscoiation and wochip.   Unable to accept any criti-
cismasconstrucLiveorasaninherentlegalright,thegovenmentqulledoutin
26 atticLes the hack consequences that would fonow any attemp( to chin po-
medricht8andanyhintofpoliticalopposition.Theexpresstonofanydissot-
isfaction with the policies or the lerderdip of the govermen( is strictly pro-
hibited.

goverrm-eat itself is-pulsrfule-ty death.  h 1981, a group of doctors, teach-
Membaship in ny organization which has not been created ty the
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ers, and civil servants in Ha[geisa founded a voluntary self-help scheme so as
to  improve  local   facilities.     They  collected  funds  to  buy  equipmen(  and
tnedicine for the local hospital.   'Ihey met with local officials to explain their
objectives; die government intapreted their initiative as a challenge and found
their conrmeiits about the state of public faci]i(ies in Hargeisa unduly provoca-
tive.  They were anested and charged with the crime of belonging to a subver-
sive onganiz&tion.  At their trial in Februaiy 1982, the state-attorney demanded
(he death sentences.   REndful of the possibility  that  (his  would cause  large-
scale riots in Hargeisa, they were given prison sentence mnging  fom the
years to life inprisonment which under Somali law means until death,   Some
were released on completing their sentences and scveml others were released
in March 1989.

h October  1984, seven secondary school students, aged under  18  at
the (ime they were anested, were accused of belonging to a secret organization
and distributing prmphlets in Hargeisa critical of government policies.   They
were charged with treason and sentenced to death.  After a national ou.cry and
intentional  pressure,  the  death  sentences  were  commuted  to  life  imprison-
ment.

Not even religion escaped the suspicion of being a potentially subver-
sive activity.  Article 12 of Lew 54 states that "any person who uses religion to
acate  division  or  to  cripple  or  weaken  the  authorfty  of die  leaders  will  be
punished with death."    On  April  8,  19987,  the Natioml  Security  Court sen-
tenced nine religious leaders to death and about seventy of thei. followas to
long  prison  (erms  under  Article  12  for  criticizing  govemmeiit  restictions  of
freedom of worship.   The death sentences were eventually  commuted to  life
inprisonment and most of the defendants were released in 1989.

The  possession of "sedi(ious"  litemture, which  can be  &n:y  m8terful,
including  fictional works, which is witten. typed. printed or tapcd is punich-
able by five to fifteen years of imprisonment.   Spreading n]mors ag&iust "the
Somali Democratic Republic, the authorities of the state or state policies" `ras
declared a crime punishable by two to ten years in prison.   In March  1970, a
CefLsorship Board was appointed manned by six people working full-time.   All
communications have been closely moritored.   Because of the high mte of il-
literaey and as an increasing number of Somalis emigrated to escape political
persecution and in scorch of economic opportunities,  conversations  recorded
on  cassettes  became  the  mos(  common  form  of  communication  between
Somalis  at home  and  these  abroad.    Both  ou(going  and  incoming  cassettes
wc.e examined as a matter of routine by the NSS.  Numerous people have been
summoned to the NSS centets to explain the "subversive"  opinions expressed
on these cassettes.   As an additional means of silencing potential critics. a low
wee passed  against "the proprgation of disruptive opinions".  (4Slilwhaarism
which in literal Somali meatis '`having a mouth like a so`i/' and is used to dehi-
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grate people who "peddle" |x>1itical informtion to gain economic or political
favors.)

legitimate is one of the prirmry reasons why there was an exodus of profes-
siomts starting in the midrseventies.   h subsequeut years critical songwriters
and pcets were also forced to flee as so many of their colleagues wcac anested
nd dismissed from government jobs.  Two of the country's most famous pcets,
Mohaned Ibrchim Hadmwi and Abdi Qeys were toth detained for a niimbe[ of
years.   h the absence of litemey. poets have always played an important cul-
tunl tote as the sLmgate historians of Somalia's rich oml frodition.

Offenses related to mtional securfty md murder were to be handled
by  a  special judicial  system which forms  8n  integml part of the  executive
bmmh  Of  goverrmenL    Iflw  No.  3  of  January  10,  1970  estab-liched  the
National Security Court Orsc), which exists both at the regioml and district
level.   The min scat is in Mogndishu  and periodically  the  court travels to
other regions. pndcularly if there is a pelitically sensitive trial.  The ain of the
coqu as stated in I,aw No.3 . is to sofegunrd "the ains and objectives of the
revolution,"   The NSC tries both civilians and members of the amed forces
ul reanLbles a mili(any tribunal more than a court of justice.

The cout is presided over by mflitary and scourity officers with no
legal qunliricatius or traiing. appointed by the presiden(.   Th president of
the NSC. General Mohrmed Gheuc Yusuf is an army office] without any legal
training.  He is a member Of the Pcople's Assembly, the Central  Committee of
the ruling prrty and is aha a minister.  The NSC opemtes under sunray trial
proedures. wlthou( any distinction between the functions of prescaution. in-
vestigation and judgmen(.   There is usuany no  opportunity  to  crass-examine
witneses.   Oml confeesious obtrfued through continuous intemgation under
physical abuse and conditions of mental distress, in the absence of legal corn-
sol. ne the basis of the evidence relied on by the state in most cases.  Prisoners

This  unwillingness  to  accept  criticism  and  any  form  of dissent  as

have been intemgaoed and tomred by someone who later t`med out to be a
proseeuto[  for  the  court    During  the  trial  in Febmary  1988  of seventeen
prominentpoliticaldefainees.oneofthedefendantssfatedtha[thecoloneLwho
wasthespecialprCiscqutorhadparLicipatedinhisinterrogationin1987andhad
thrmtened him with tonne which was sobsequentry  inflicted.    There is no
right Of appeal to a higher co`irt even from the decisions Of the regioml see-
tious of the court.  These sentenced to death, however, can appeal to the presi-
dent to exercise his prerogative of me[\cy.  Once convicted, there is no hope of
relase except through l]ribes end, in politically significant cases. through the
absolute disoredon of the president

[haed with such a comprcheusive body of legislation. a apclal judi-
cial rystem subservient to the exceutive branch and an extensive intelligence
network, Mohamed  Sfyand Bane "led  Somalia in the  1970s with the  fin



SOMALIA.. HUMAN RIGIITS AND THE IAW

hand of a dictator confident of absolute power.   Anyone who challenged bin
paid the price.   h May  1971  General Mohamed Aimnche. vice-president of
the SRC. and General Salad Gabayre, 8 senior SRC member and minister of
Public Works, were accused of treason and of plotting a coup, and were exe-
cuted in public.  Ten religious hadets who objected to the govemmenrs phns
to enact a new Family Code that would amend islamic hw were executed in
public in Janunry 1975.

Following defeat in the war with Ethiopia in 1978 and a cou|] attempt
at the sane ycar, Bane was freed with Moscow/s decision to switch its suppott
from Somalia to E(hiopin.   Eager to counter Sovie( assistance to Etliiopia ty
forging &n alliance with the WesL parioulady with Washington and eager to
obtain  milinry  and  economic  assistance.  Bane  sough(  Western  approval
through the trappings of legality.   A new constitudon was adopted in August
1979.

The constitution oonfimed the prohibition of all political and ixpfes-
sioml ussoci&tions.  The Somli Revolutiomly Socialist Party, of which Bane
is  the  Secnefary-Geneml, was recognized as the only  legal party.  Cme party
had been set-up in  197q   The Constitution established a National Assembly;
only the party can present candidates and the only presidential candidrte so fu
has been Bane.  The president uns also given power to dissolve the Assembly
and to dechre a state of enengeney and mle ty decree.   h addition to these
powers,  the  new  oonstifution  also  declared  Slyaad  Bane  the  heed  of state.
commander-in-chief of die anied forees   and president of the Higher Judicial
Council.

h spite of pretences to respect the rights guaranteed in the Uulversal
Deelantion Of Human  Rights  and  intemational  covemnts,  the  consrfution
contains a nun.bea of serious flaws.   Firstly, it omits to mention a nul]iber of
rights that ere regnded as fundamental in the Uhivusal   Declantion aiid in
rmny mtional constitutiars such as freedom of movement.  Nor is the right to
tom mde unions recognized; any attemp( to fomL a tmde union outside the
govenment organized mtioml union rermins subject to the death pemlty as
laid sown in Lew No, 54.   Secondly. the constitution explicitly states that all
the pevisious that protee( civil and political rights are "subject to the lows of
the country:" that is, the system of lovrs that deny basic hiimn rights.  it is also
stated that such provisions chould no( contravene "geneml monlity and pubHc
order"  (Article 24).    To  reinforce  the  special judicial eystem  tha( had  been
created to deal with mtioml security cases, Article 26 guarantees the right to
frmal charges and a apeedy rful but malres i( clear that all political and se-
ourity-related offenses are to be dcolt with ty the NSC  which is not subjcet to
the mles and time limitations laid do`m by die Code of Chimiml PDocedure.  h
addition, the provisions of the ooustitution are expressly subject to de right of
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the vndous security  ngencies to search hmes and to  anest, interrogate and
detainpeo|]leandtoconfiscatethei[property.

Fpm de late  1970s when amed opposition groups were fomed in
exile in Ethiopia, de govefrment found a fomideble `hrequn in the hws and
seculty agencies i( had created.  The fug( guerim movement wus the Somali
Salvation I)emoumtic front (SSDF) supported latgdy by the Majeerfaan clan.
Members from this clan were accused of trying to stage the 1978 coup attem|it.
The  SSDF was  activc  until  about  1982.    Since  1981,  the  Somali  Natioml
Movement (SNM) which dmus its support mainly from the n5saq clan in the
nordi, has been the principal qpposition group fichthg the govern-menL   h
bothsifrotions+thegovernmentusedmainlyextn-legalmcasuestop`inichthe
chqus it blames for the existmce Of guendlla groups, such as indiscriminte
killingsonomassivesedeandascorcred-eathpoliey,firstintheMidugre-
gion in dry south nd later in the northern region.   These tactics ained at de-
stroying  the  pastond  ccormny  and  the  ngrioulamL  eystem.    Water-stooge
amdg§ wac demolished or taken over ty the soldiers occupying de vicinity.
Weds were poisoned, livestck wee mled end croups destnyed in nder to
deprivetherebckof&civilianhaseOfsupport.

Althongb the govement relied mainly on milinry power to imple-
meat its counte[-insurgeney progrm. the authorities `rd the legal and sce`i-
rity aystem to detain and to sentence to death or to long prison sentences any-
onesuprtedofcriticalo|]inionsandoppositionactivities.

h  an  attempt  to  counter  increasing  international  condemnation  of
hrmanrights;abuses,thegovemmenthasrelcasedatunt300politiealprisoners
since Janunry  1989.   However, unless and until the  govrmment repeals de
lovB that have instifutionalind the denial of humm riches and disnan[les die
security agencies the( have tetrorized Somali citizens for two decades, there is
nohopethatthedisasfroushunLanrightssituetioninthecountrywillinprove.


