
WHICH WAY TO THE SEA,  PLEASE?
by Nuruddin Farah

Suburbzin survivors of Hiroshima described the blast as "a mighty

;::istE¥;Ej;htaik:::ra±f:;u;::;¥j;o!fp:o:::?f;:ft`f;:pg#|;;:;g,t!Ej,g::F=f
roaring down on  us, and  always  will  be

Ken  Keseyl

I

All wars feed on the fire-wood  of history.

flasmhea:1;[Tuemg;on:=£esLtnb]¥ttst:tf:I:sooffho;:troLy;=hoa#y[ef[:tetg:
that, we shall learn, for instance, that there have been wars
fought for the control of the  Horn of Africa and its long
coastline. We learn that for ccntul`ies, foreign powers have
alternately come, conquered, and colonialised the peoples
of the area. For centuries, the Horn has been the scene of

:lug:spt:Waenrdst:yc:::::'st:a¥::uvortetodiE'n°mEa:yp';roe:CT°hn:
Khedieve  of Egypt whose  viceroies  controlled  the  entire
stretches  of  the  Somali   and  Eritrean  coastlines.   Italy.
France.  Britain.  Portugal  (even if briefly).  Name one col-
onialist, and you needn't name them all. But why all these
diplomatic  manipulations, why  these  wars  for the  Horn,
why? Ensconced in the darker shades of the fire's flalnes,
there  are  the  ghostly  figures  of Yohannis,  Menelik  and
Haile  Sellassie.  Soft  are  their  voices;  hesitant,  too.  Quiet
their movements. Now you meet them in the corridors ol`

g:Pr`o°rTaocfy'E'unj:;S`e[:nfos:a}eodu[e:teeerttt°h::eaKi:g::,:cdarEmms|
But -let us take a break while we can, let us ask a question:

;I_:60v2:soa:;S:Wn:e:s,?:n:t::a::eF:::cT::r[sg::n::1::sn#:dL';:f:¥e[itnG::::I:w¥::ei|:
which  a  world   superpower  fully   backs   a  30-million

;fah:lie:ii:agsarsEh:;r;ed:a:a,':`i:o¥t:h°:in:::]!::Be:¥#k::Oafs:oifr:i::
too.  Imagine ....

I  suggest we  turn a  few  pages of documented  history.

:::o=sd,c:::gg::t:Fatth:,:]f[tdFntgf:i::,cssKa]nndgss::±Ef::
themselves.   I   suggest  we  watch   Ethiopia  change  her
leopard's skin; that we listen to her kings contradict them-
selves. I am afraid, howevel`, that before we are in position
to do that,  we need to clear a jungle of present-day con-

;ii::,I:nti|£ini::i:£:i::£i¥:`ia:I:is:ii:=::ef::if,:tit::,::;fef:e::;
precedent in (he history of the Horn: some inciden(, some
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era and 7.eila?  I  shall dismiss the Soviets and the Cubans, if
you  don.t  mind,  as  a  latter-day  invention  of history,  of
ideology  if you  will,  or  better  still,  of  twentieth  century
technology.  But  has.  Ethiopia  in  a  recent  or  distant  past
ever  used  a  foreign  power  or  the  services  of  a  foreign
power  to  take  any  port  on  the  Horn  of  Africa?  Has
Ethiopia ever connived or interested other powers in oc-
cupying ports which belonged  to other countries directly
or  indirectly?   Has  She  ever  planned  to  diplomatically
manoeuvre the conditions in order to acquire an outlet to
the  sea?  To  answer  these  questions,  I  shall  let  Ethiopia
speak  for  itself  through  its  Chieftains,  Kings,  Kings  of
Kings, and Emperors.

11

Shoa had been an inland kingdom, small in size as was

::rb¥t£,no8ni?,Satra::raei3i£:c8o#a?;:Lbtihe°iTk8ehtsh:all;thearg8:atE:
sea.  A  small  kingdom,  Shoa  was  isolated,  for  centuries
sandwiched  between  the  highland  mountains  like  saxif-
rage.  Encircling  it  were  rival  kingdoms  such  as  Gondar,
Goj]am  and more importantly that of Tigre. There were
constant  seismic  wars  between  these  kingdoms,  seismic
wars which shcok the foundation of these feudal eggshell
state-structures.  History  had  taught  these  rulers  a  few
things.   For  instance:  whoever  had  arms  and  Eul-opean
assistance had  an u|)per hand in cz`se of conflict.  Yohan-
nis, the King of Tigre, had proven this.  His kingdom had
been for a time the strongest because he had received the
benevolence of the British Government and gifts cif arms
in abundance  for having done unto the  British a favour.
In return for these services, it was promised that he would
be granted the free use of a port. Yes, after all these years
a port of import-export, a port of importance, a cc)ast. But
the coastline had always remained the possession of other
peoples, whether they were foreign powers that had con-
quered or local peoples such as the Eritreans, the Somalis
and  the  Danakils.  And  so we  see  these  Abyssinian  Kings,
their  Emperors  and  their  aides  change  tactic,  change
strategy,  tone of voice, and  request; we  see them assume
different positions; we see them change stands. We listen
to them appeal to the Christian solidarity of Europe when
it is the Turks and the Egyptians (Muslims) who have con-
trol of the Red Sea coast. Then we listen to them as they
make gross and unfounded territorial claims later when a
European power doesn't, for political reasons, allow them
the free  use of the coast.  Menelik,  the  King of Shoa and
later  Emperor  of conquered  territories,  for  example,
makes  declarations  defining  the  boundaries  of  his
dreamed  ideal  when  astraddle  a  bed  of high  fever  and
anger. Whether for Menelik or for Yohannis we note with
sufficient  documentation  that  the  Kingdom's  essential
"commodities" are the cc)ast and arms. Who has the latter,

they believed, has a chance of gaining access to the former
by conquering it, Who has the coast (or easy access to it on

=C:°reunotf°:acnh:nucre°roa:ca?uTr:r':rg::nt:nget,hpc:;=°:£t3ahnads
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territorially.  Yohannis and Menelik, to cite only two kings
for now,  play their trumps, they both play hands of aces.
Ranking high amongst these aces are favors the European
powers bestow on the king in question, European powel`s
who  play  one  against  the  other,  European  powers  who
ai`m  one  and  not  the  c)ther,  European  powers  who,  re-
gal`dless of whether or not they consent a Yohannis or a
Menelik  [o  use  the  ports,  never  consult  the  subject  peo-

B:Cos;,Seasy#oeaErre;t::i:Si:Eel::a:a|[£::::upt:aa:i[a'::bjr::
tected from Abyssinian raids.  Be he a prince of Tigre, or
its  King;  be  he  a King of Shoa or a self-proclaimed  Em-
peror; be he a Haile Sellassie of modernity: the shackles of
this need for an outlet to the sea, the shibboleth of diplo-
macy,  the  Aye  Maria,  a  word  most  often  repeated,  the

i?salt;eY:rsa;Ca=heeadcTnKtinegiapJ:yd:|`e::eeoafc:£e`:a:rddse:ftFha:

tRheedhseeaitshhy°;:,'ti:Cos:doefrtthheat[Eis[|ann8:Se:ni]ipheedcco]::I?XLt!
arms.  And  these  Kings  hold  the  Cross  of Christ  in  full
vision  as  though  the  European  powers  would  otherwise

i:sr:hseEgdhstoofftft:rj:souue;t:fnesyaF:Lnotu:Ee[tc;::::T[#t:
house.

I answer. Therefore, I  quott..

My country is far distant from your country.  My
road to the coast, to Zeila, Tajura and Aden is at
present closed by the Mussulmans. They pi.event
my  receiving  into  my  country  provisions,  arms,
agricultural  implements,  artisans  or  even  mes-
sengers  of  the  Gospel.  W£// Joe  he."c!dy  7itgric yo"r

i)owerful vdece in order that I run;y have his way ape'ned
'fuT:,p::::i::1Ssi::lot:,ii:::,gi::;tceei:n=ir:?.?n[ry

This is not 1978. No. We are in 1878, yes, a hundred years

:;°ri£:edhtk?ethpe¥SaKg]:gquo°ftesq::.m[:§wfaT:I:dadktstseerdwt:!t:i:

i:ag?:nodf.tEiegoMV:::uT?:tnsso#aiy:dF:|a.n=ed,ffer:|aa,n,y:::i
were   not   the   Somalis   of  Zeila   and   Tajura,   but   the
Khedieve  of  Egypt  whose  power  controlled  the  entire
stretches  of  the  Somali  coast,  and  who  held  the  key  to
Babel  Mandab,  Hafun,  Zeila,  Bcrbera  and  the  Ogaden
including the  city  of Harar,8 And  Menelik,  like  his  rival

anr:sCs°onftecmhE:a:aa¥aYp°[£;snEj:tE:pfo£#t?:Fig:i;Shhe°cwasntT:
order to have direct access to the coast. During this period,
wc  note,  however,  that  he  doesn't  make  any  territorial
claim of a)ny city o7a c}7a? coas!.  I wouldn't exclude the possi-
bility  that  Menelik  hadn't  even  heard  of Mogadiscio,  of
Mcrca  or  Brava, three  city  states on  the  Somali  coast,  to
mention   only   a   few,   city-states  which   had   known   the
splendor of world  fame  as  grand  centers of commerce.4
But he had heard of Zeila and Tajul.a (the former now in
the Republic of Somalia, the latter in the Republic of Dji-
bouti,  ex-French  Somali]and)  for  these  were  the  ports

2.   F.0..407/11   Mcnclik,  I)eccmbcr  1878.  Cited  in  Richard  Panll.ur§t,

:{9#EH#:ogEto:se:9¥,tc:a:;:;£:rm=sfe¥;h;:pass;ouun;vveerrs§,:ty;
of Chicago  Press,  1966,  pp.  6-12.
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through  which  his  kingdom  imported  "provisions, arcs,
agricultural implements, artisans or even "c5sc7igerj a/ /fee
Go¢c/." And it was these ports which he used for his coun-
try's  exports.5  Menel]k,  then  a  mere  pawn on  the  chess-
board of international  politics,  Menelik  an  unknown en-

n!:t;i¥ije%:;;:::;:i;:;:Ei;;on;o:tih:i:=E;-d£:a:n;:e:Pit:afjE#:i
!o w!c," the way to the coast.  He doesn't recommend their
raising a hand, no,just their powerful voice, and he hoped

;:e:sa¥foo::,;LeRH::a;:§:eh,Ts;gt:tfo:I:C:Jaut:y:e,C:o:::::,:T:eTfT,:I:i!-

:sn::gmh[tr£!m¥a#a?kee:i°:|Tn;th?e:£::r[`dedthae::yL:raoyp¥ait
powers  help  Menelik?  What credential has  he?

a:.£[tch:rT,gEa:y[j::uynotLy::eT:Ff;s:atnotnfer:smsr]fiu:s:,[5,,ttoho:
request very Simple,  the point very clear:  Menelik would
like  the  European  powers  not  to  take  arms  against  the
Egyptian  Muslims,  not to take these  ports  for themselves
or  to  give  it  to  him.  Hc  would  like  them  to  show  their
Christian solidarity by raising their powerful voices.

I  suggest,  however,  that  we  leave  Menelik  for  now;  I
suggest that we let the taste and falsity of this phrase linger
on the periphery of our tongue;  I suggest we return fur-
ther and further into the womb of mother-time. We shall
find history generous, we shall find her a faithful compan-
ion to  the  oblivious.  We  are  in  Tigre,  a prominent  king-
dom  later  and  always  in  the  Abyssinian  (or  Ethiopian)
mosaics   of  gain-access-to-the-coast  politics,   her  king
Yohannis then a major rival of Menelik's. But this before
Yohannis'  days.  The  year  is  1827.1[  is  fifty  years  before
Menelik  had  wi.itten his letter to the  Heads of the  Euro-
pean Governments. This, as a matter of fact, is dui`ing the

.i;n:¥;i:f;;;rgt:%:::I:::i¥:£o:ui[2ES:;S::dp:;#|d:u:dgji:i:;:;i::ji[
Pean  assistance  through  Massawa." 7

Fire-arms again? We`ll let this pass for now. Although I
must remind you that Massawa is now in the hands of the
Turks and not the Egyptians-the Turks themselves Mus-
sulmans.   B'ut  what  suggestion  has  Dejjazmach  Weldu?
"We want you to take Massawa from the Turks and either

hold it (yourself) or hand it over to us as our country is lost
by  i[ .  . .  and  the  Mussulman on  the  Red  Sea coast."8

a:T::fie3::!t|evEpr:e:!sii;o¥oen;t,tis:::Enee#£;:,:a:tiFnee:,:a::i;c:#t
Yohannis  when  we  come  to  him),  makes  no  territorial
claim on the coast. Nor,  like all the others, does he speak
about  the  people  of the  coast.  Menelik  wishes  "the  way
open to me," but the Dcjjazmach suggests  King G€orge's

;;:::inliogf#i:,:#i¥o:?icn#f,;a:gfgTd.:;i¥;no:n:e;;6;;
"ida;8£w:wn:n!8i¥cn]tpupBt)o4usreoisk=Y]Ct:°ypeourys#s]typske*:Ces¥nrt

9.  Jbed,  passim  pp.  395-39.
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government taking the coast then "either hold it or hand it
over  to  us."  It  is  worthwhile  remembering  that  the  Tig-
ream chiefs and kings don't mention the ports of Berbera
and Tujura by namer-presumably because they had never
used  them.  Although again, years later,  another Tigrean
voice,  this  time  that  of  Yohannis  corresponding  with  a
British envoy (General) Cordon says that in the event that

kh]engfa:ini£°jeanwyo::dthbee¥:jtssf;i:dr:Fd£:en:e;din:t°::ibs[te.'.tt€hr:
ritorial, and not only functioml, access to the sea."

IV

If we now return to  Menelik again!

:;?:teh:o::;ge:i,I?t;:f:1;::::c:tty¥aEee:h:e:d::I:da!e:ga:::::;#:s
fallen into the hands of Italy and those included  the Sul-
tanates  of  Obbia  and  Mejjertenia,  and  smaller  and  less
significant  Somali  kingdoms.  The  ports  of  Tajura  and

gc::akthoadthge°nBerftt:s#ieE::Fac*;TaEedp£:::£:f:heerb[e:faa:si
Menelik, we find, hasn't as yet found an outlet to the coast
and it pains him enormously. Hc had sown the seeds of his
dreams when asleep but reaped  none when awake.t°

V

:eam=j:eb:u;£tt:o:ieb:::;n:n8::#::js:k:[[,hi::
prisoned (as I am) .... I am a man who has been
Sentenced   to   imprisonment   for   life   and   pl`e-

%:;n:£dfr;omrkber:=fingintothiscountry"jzG5,ca".

Rifles.  Cannon.  We  see  him  desperate  as  ever,  we  see

fj:gg:o£:rjsnat::dwaor£]aTmp:::;:i,,.;tH:ffand:Topna€::rTde::a
taken   Harar  by  force.   It  had  dawned  upon  him  that
perhaps there was a way out of all this, perhaps there lay
hopefully  a way  to  the  sea.  And  he  took  the  idea  to  the
French.  Menelik said to the French putting it in the fran-
kest of terms that he was willing to give the city of Harar
(which  had  become  his  because  he  had  conquered  it)  in

:::h]ane£:£°urtathpe°yrth';dToh:cF::n:ohmw=:eren:I::adyoft°c::I
promise.  The  French  would  sell  to  him  all  the  firearms
Menclik had been in need of.  However, that, too, on one
condition  he should use for his imports and exports the
French-held ports of French Somali]and, and not Berbera
and  Zeila which were Bridsh-held.LS  The French  trade in

`:`:.::-_-------:i--.-.-------------:

i:i#:i:#apfedst=?.:i#6in#:1;:)ipdr:8p(a2:d'ns~4

amis was a great boom for the economy of France in the
colonies.  Arthur  Rimbaud  in  one  of his  letters  talks  of
"24,000  guns  of  various  kinds"  sold  to  Menelik..4  Italy

:°hTCE]at;hneedFrte°ncBhrf£:[dns:?d°u::E±£.gie:ta:mo:?Xna°t:a::,T:§

:----`------------`-:---

;r:;§ecfn;nvog:yfd;;{e:y:b:y;;Ffu;c;i:tfejt:o;¢ati:i:I;hfpL;f:A;£:;:::;nr;a;;:;

i:se::s!n::i'fs:d:h:eiie#rt,e:siss|y,:dee5ee.f:£:;:,,p[h:e;;,#jrlfiifi!:

:%n:n::{[ty±:sis:d:ch]t:h:etto=c:enft::#£,;t,3t;:,ob:o::1:fpsap:o:ra:,E;I:t3;

#:rfa:ferf],efd:cswhomaohT:dp::omjsne%];ghcer,w£:sn:,:{eh::nn::
conquered and annexed other kingdoms. The small man
gave   himself  grand   titles;   he   had   christened   the   ter-
ritories; he had annexed "Ethiopia," and crowned himself
"Emperor."

On the other hand, if we return to Yohannis, himself an
emperor,  too,  we  find  him  as  have  been  all  Tigrean  pr-
inces  and  Kings,  much  more  determined-a  man  who
wants to take a coastal city come what may.  From him we

*:svhe..hi.:s:a°w:::s:[£f:*.8(t°  Open)  a Counsel  in  Massawa_I
However,   when   writing  a  letter  to   Queen  Victoria,

Yohannis"  is  detcrminedly  less aggressive.  For after the

`::-.`.     :-.`-`--:.:`---- `--``     ----:-.           `        -

on  tl`c  scene  a  decade  or  so  later.  Is  it  not  a  historical  irony  that

gc:;}latodayi§agalnunarndwhileE(hiopiai!am]edtomwirdom"ff;ai!i¥i:¥fii?gn%¥iijjife:nci;!-g!jn;i€tlFjf-!ij

Zedr"::i°Z#ffimanT:'Acbhuannagaih£:iLi¥f9#g;/rothmepo#:i
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usual  flattery  and  we-are-Chr]stian-brethren-bit,  he  says
that  he  doesn't  very  much  mind  sharing  the  pagan  dis-
tricts  around  the coast with  the  British,  but with  no one
else.20 Yohannis was uni`or[unate in that he had fallen out
of favour, the European powers had found him persistant

inhhetrsea:ke;rneguf::e:t|e°du:'cectotu°ntt:eb:::Set:=h°isiwaEatriemn[eg|?kt:

Tahnes]ofaf'f`earnesdwfanet::,tE;T,oPouon±:ihfleeds.;=:::dpi:i`::':I:t[g:

3tteayckweoduFdmd::,r::tYh°ehtae::;'t=:i:ornwqE;:shatfet;We::€:eee£:
selves.

Let us, however, close this section with a Menelik a great
deal stronger:

If I cannot take Tajura by  sea,  i[ is not difficult
for  me  to  seize  the  port  from  this  side  (over-

::::):[#,:s:ivirarwoj::°#;t,,C:emn::8rt°mt[;:sst'±;eh:::
give  satisfaction ...,

A little later in the  same letter:  "we hope that our crown

;rho`:Edh°b;°tuhres!£:[udsr:nh:I;t#;[|an:V::db.?,tfan#at°,;:ti:
:::?:t`i[a[;tyr:|y#tagr£:ethuesE:::Cf::,3P°fchristians,itis

VI

Came the scrabble for Africa, the slicing of Somalia with
Ethiopia being given  her share.  But  no outlet to the  sea,
yet. We re-encounter Europeans famished like locust, the
Ethiopians  more  so.  But  still  no  outlet  to  the  coast  for
Menelik.s   Kingdom.   And   it  is  now  that  the  territorial
claims over the coast, over any of Africa's watery expanses,
begiv3.  Khartoum.  Ijake  Nyc[:run.  Lche  Sanburra.-Th; Indian
Ocean.  The Red Sea Coast. Tt\c wiI\ers are the \init.

VII

Menelik again but in  1891. This is another famous letter
he   sent   to   the   Governments   of  Britain,   Italy,   France,
Germany  and  the   Czar  of  Russia.   We   note   there  is  a

§hFear:i:a%fiveh::C:::::e:a:t::s):!i:ng:::r:t:es:C:hfhal:h::#;:::I:oi°ser:i
Ethiopia.  Let us comment no more, let us have it straight

:::Ts|hatnmd:;`nEtah[s°epafaoEa;abgeaenns.f,°z:ffu:ect::iu[rj:Sdav:jhc:,S.:
subtle  reference  to the war  fought for the control of the
city  of  Harar  during  the  fifteenth  century  by  Ahmed

-------: -----.----   `      -:`-_`:---_---_-----

2iigse;i,;3¥A¥*#o¥u#dy=¥:;:,ci¥:PS,,nises£;Pp=-

Gurey,  the Somali warrior.23 But let ils stay with  Menelik.

%:f:e:Ilkw¥:e;#on:t:;5";„%s:y:n#;tear6;#¥to°+:Ere£::o¥:rco::
the  Mussulmans." 24

ma%es§:af':rnu°::a°::dt,ht±#eg:::sattaast;:,i,S.¥i5etot::ds::yroei
Ethiopia was the ;ea. When? What sea? And when did the

#::tej]:Esh:i,=:::OCE+,acat,[];Lv:Tr:neti:::eopnttthhees::,nfcce[]p;[n:;

:E:t¥u::ru%tE:m¥uTsi:[goa:Sa?,fs?,uihweh%aa,i:s:h:hpeaB:rt:
reams? And had he considered it his duty as a Christian to

:::Totahs:?P|h::Sa;rfai:S:=ShhaTisthta°v:h:oh:::*ee=Freo°:I::,::
But  wc  have  this;  we  have  a  mention  of intentions;  we
have Menelik's word  for it:

At  present,  we  do  not  intend  to  regain  our sea
frontiers by force but we trust that the Chiistian
powers guided by our Saviour, will restore to us
our sca coast-line , . . at any rate, certain Parfu Of it.2S

ie:d¥;(%:i:t::;s:I:av:ii}:a::t¥::n;;iT:;A#:;£;;S;d::;::e!s:tr:W;°d:e:ri,;b!
powers  guided  by  our  §aviour  will  restore  to  us  our sea

:£ha§:i:a:;wj:e::I;e;d:jjig¥iui?:t:i;oh:i;`'!}±:iiii:;;:1:;:::dviiBii;°i:::ij

:in:cs,:a#:f:¥#:ufae:i:,:xe:I:(tEh;e:|:h:::ai;?ne,c:|t:K:FirE;hrtye
ro=ehoeursecTae:I:soLheerhgdroLc:3::ro;:£eorf;i:::tsoE:;Lya:nfeenr:
tioned   in   lhis  circular-letter  of  his  when   defining  the
boundaries   of  Ethiopia.   Ai`afle.   Lake  Sambura.   Rivers
Mareb and  Arated.  Atabar  and  Setet  Rivers.  Khartoum.

3iok:e::,yi|i:n:fi:::,::::fhheeE:nth:I:npf:a:I;e:::,;n:vi:::hn:si#n¥:d:

iT::airi,ii:F:k;ea;io;::i£:ia:e|:::;i[hi:i:i:ifi,:jig:::q::;:ism:u;;:i:Eifjvii;;
Haile  Sellassie  on  the  political  scene.

VIII

Haile  Sellassie  would  prove  himself a  more  able  man-
ipulator  of  political  events,  a  manipulator  of  the  ouiji-

23ica¥L¥c:nf¥z:::i`a#usi¥#£;?:ge:in:!Iaw!:iif:!c:==i,

i:..  ,F£.  I/S2 c¢-ct.
26.  Ibid.
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board   of  international   diplomacy.   And   when   we   en-

#::toerranE[umm::t£:4u8;[t::N]:Stt[eonns::wh£:hE:e::;st:a

Prior  to  the  race  of Euro|)Can powers  to  divide

:ft:=:i::::¥s:E::fal££r;CtarieEihef:Pdeaa[::du:hced]an:

•:cgp?z:th#s:f5;ifomg.i"?#.??;ui!:3;::o!afj;`fi:9is!
Italians  in  1885.  This  was  followed  by  a  similar
seizure  of the  Bcnadir and  the  areas of Somali-

i:t!::a!:I.af:i:Ism;rae:g:urei::fr::h:I:ieTi:::c:::;e:rFi:a:
agreements were concluded in  1880,1890,1891,  .
1894.27

The Sudanese and the countries surrounding Lake Vic-
toiia must have noted this with sufficient relief:  that Em-

¥hra°:oE=`eansde]Lasai;:£;:n€aroapnpded[aE£:£8fia;Sucialbmut°:he:

a:::h£§Son:.aiH:nETst£:Sdfif8ecroa¥tu::i'¥h°en.::,Paand8;et::,:
Somali coast, and  Eritrea.

deyr::efi::cr::sgt;hteh:4±¥d[5S:i:enndt:::S|tnhdaita=t8'c°epaj:(:::
cording  to  the  latter  Menelik,  the  Menelik  of  1891)?  Or
was  it  during  the  last  15  years  of the   l9th  century  that

iui;::#g;i::t:h:::;::U:;§£P;i:;i:ndi°;:n::si:;Wi:iaij:i;oe;t;h§::i;§ieii§j;
is Ethiopia's (be it in its Shoan wear, or Tigrean, or Abys-
simian)  leadcr's  obsession  with  water-as-element,  the  ob-

;=aned=:g.:,fhs:gc'g!s,tt,e-:epi,:i,:¥.#sj::u:s:a::,;gfi|,:i,:I.ebf,:Tri
calinot take Tajura dy sea, it is not difficult for mc to seize
4be¢or* . . .;  c)  Formerly,  the boundary of Ethiopia was Cfac
f4a . .  .;  d)  Our  frontiers  on  the jeouocLf€ .  . .;  e)   . . .restore
to us our sea{oast-lines;  I)  I  shall re-establish the  ancient
frontiers to Ethiopia up to Kha7/ouw /;.c. the Iva.de) and as far
as Zofe IV}a"a . . .;  a  mention must be made of the  place
names  which  occur in  the  quoted  passages:  they  usually
are a town on the coast, the name of a river, the name of a

c!f#j,,.%:"I:::i:,!;si.fafa¥:aa#arF5:j,!amg.::i:,i£:e::i;J
£:ann::Sj::a[;C;u:I:j°oungF,#c:eJsas"t4o.inj£%L.....;teorri.t:.rt[a];
Mussulman on the Red Sea coast . . . And nowHoS.ke Sczha-
fl£::n:ga:#ES::;:ed::S:i:af;c:ei5tr;:h?ho}n#|:;e#:ref.}};sn£:,;££-!'£

Ergivcci!  c) Baned€.r  (coast  of Somalia);  d) Masaac.  A  stu-

i::n:`&;:F#r:su::±¥:£dEterfi;nr?sS;'aTeur'yat::i.C£:edsuton.tchoen=t[ho'::

27.   I.W.B.  of october 90.1948,  para  16.

IX

Erltrea or  the  Benadir coast.  Ethiopia lusted  after any
coast,  any water-way,  be  it  the  Somali coast,  the  Eritrean,
12ke   Nyanza   (Victoria)   or   the   Nile.   Year   after   year,

¥rteLhteerremd?nE:£f8;::r:eme::t;Cchoaansge;Wwhaetteh;ret±;act:[emL:
however contradictory the claims, however unconfirmable
the dates they offer. Nothing. Promise after promise.  No

E:£g;[Sas.isN:frost:fftfa°nni:it;:rnnceoi::[ya.t:#nes;re°[::r:::cfoa::I
World  War.  Italy  is on the  losing side, and  Haile Sellassie

shha;weenr':`S,teeadfl:?seoEe;:o::gBa:`iaatnpr::,°as:a¥£:Zas'o£::h:°[ri:
Iian  colonies.  We  read;

I

yoEur*reeraenseppea°rE`t:da:rdoih;oE:°£'oeth°efrE:#iaodp[]r:

::€eTetrheepy:tk:no€etrh:heen¥°mkye,;::hset,F]nree:yajan:d

;:oL4E(ari:al;:;m#:jogrift:d!r:%,hfndfd/r¥Ae:n£;c:##;E:h##a#eg#e€ti#peo®F%%#nal%::tnh°;:'ohreouti

:#emT[::y]::etT°y:I.r}Vet°deliveryoursclvesfrom

asGF„rj`;I:;on,=±d€£;S,;?£h„e:%n"kbso°cfo#:I,yo'^g,;°#r8€

Vociferous   clalms.   Somalia   part   of  Ethiopia,   when?
When was Beriadir ever part of-Abyssinia? Iiaile Sellassie's
declaration of intention  in  the  above  quotation,  in  Haile
Sellassie's  proclamation  of  leaflets  which  the  Royal  Air
Force had distributed, we learn of a direct involvement of
Britain  whose  soldiers  have come  to  help  and to  restore

Lliin,d:£:d;::eau°€f,£c[S^:,;uo}tgr.flay;:r£,.::i.#ha:h::aorr
over, however, Britain stayed on as Caretaker Administra-
tion  over  the  former colonies  of Italy  and  this  included
Ex-ltalian`  Somaliland,   the   Ogaden,   Ex-British   Somali-
land,  (the  now)  Kenyan  Somaliland,  and  Eritrea.  It  was
during  this  period  that  there  was  talk  of uniting  all  the

tshoe:at]iaptetohpe]e£.RTda:rrcoendet:apg].a=eh3:_i::|`i:E!a:`£:i,:tawnads
Eritrea   under  a   U.N.   Mandate   Trusteeship.  The   idea

8:daln[':dp}[aena_S8cT£`:h¥:::Sfieh]£onp:ai:iesats:.ft=trh;::i:;:.TEe::
peror  Haile  Sellassic  stated   in  an  interview  that  ErG.!rec}
shottid be  given to Ethiapa:'29

Remember what his predecessors have said. Remelliber
what has been  quoted above.  Eritrea now.  Benadir later.

28.   Sy]via & Richard Panlhur8l, Ethaqpfo G ErLfrca,  ESscx: Ialibela House,

-::---.-`:.--`------:-:---.---i.-.---

;?:£##o:!sa;?vc:se:i3ree:=haflpk=£i,:£.?:#pep:2#IT£=
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R:]tthweFaEtr]T:papneonrss[:mEaT;:I:aoj:dn,:ug:¥setnastosepEatrhaEtoep:::
tities (according to the Emperor).3° Further, if either isn't
given  to his country . . .

Ethiopia  would  be  compelled  in  the  interest  of
her  own  self-preservation  to  build  up  armed
forces with funds she would otherwise devote to

:ted Bro°#::.ifn°df.3t]he  People  of Ethiopia,  Eritrea

.o::I,trry::.d:Lnaai'dy;.E=,pr::o.r.uT:il£.s.ei:s:ieufrl'#ae:d:,i:
Trusteeship  provided  it fell  to  Ethiopia to administer the
country.  Somalia came under the  Italian-Cum-UN  Trus-

Letefrj3,i:natE:mEer::rwe::]e+£es;°F:8a[P9:e2dcar:;i::abt:::eeonf
Eritrea-and  with  it,  the  ports of Massawa,  Asseb.  etcet-
era.  At  last.

The   United   Nations,  which   I   here  call  "organised
hypocrisy"32, voted against his doing so. And in the mean-

i'omwe'b¥sat]'sehr[:a;iie':n8n°evxerEjT:mutt;:tuTd#j'sntg:e::c€:tta:
history  to  skin.

80.   Sylvia  and  Richat`d  Par`kl"rst, op. ci(.,  p.  124.
31.   /bid,  p.   124.
32rMmyga(¥t°o#:#a:::I::]*=:::nn:8p¥#yhuesidthephra5Cwhenrefer-

86

X

„tEstah¥,3p¥a;ndE;:thud::aa]ap;::svfao%[e::cnccsesov:]ryM::C;noTsyj
anche  se  questo  mare  dovesse  diventare ancor piti  Tosso

;;i::;ds:a;:h;eautn:i:;;;t:::1:;a:g;;Tci#;k:i;lil:w:;o=£:t:ttiaieog
the coasts are found? Or will he be unonginal and follow

§|§Tf¥htc::e:P:Ssr:£:.%en¥':S:S::tri¥'P);,y¥:ouh;a:?:kj`;¥,is:e?FW?)i

aMn:Tee:[tkf(;`:£tgr:gfveEsth|:;::e:gt?;]KS£:i't:Cue:caabs'£iErtha:
Ijake Nyanza Victoria . . ."; or "If I cannot take Tajura by

i::|'a'sts::T#eqt:f`f::tnf?:e¥:::ae:ica:t:s3::tthe"s)e:rb#:
loss of Somaliland and Eritrea").  History, they say, repeats

;i;;§{:€i:]i§a;:n§ii::i§j::Siij:f:i;its;i::;::i:i:::jeiiijdi!t{a::I;I:i;i;I:[e:::
99.  Comou de4ha Son  (Edizione  Rolnam),  February 20,  1978.
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