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nlty to take quite barbaric measures in order to in-

tensify their colonial hold over the area.

The Ethiopian soldiers thus became thehighest

añthority in the area and they were exempted from

sanction for any crimes. They could tâke.whatever

measiirei they felt necessary to bring the land and

people underthesubjugaóon and doínination of the

coloñial central regime of Addis Ababa“: They fre-

quently indulged in naked and savage military ac-

tion against the civilian population. Most Ethio-

piar(‘soldiers are from poor families, And join the

army just to assure their daily life. They aremostly

from backward rural areas of Shoa, Gojam, Be-

be in an area where trade and eommerce

e all Afrîcan peoples who were coloñized dur- flourished: Soon‘ they started to use the situatio.ri

“the “Scramble for Africa,” the Western and torob thej›eop1e in the hope ofbecomi.ng rich

malis resisted.. Their resistance was — and is! — quickly at the expense of the native population.

ngst the fiercest, just as their colöniàl experi- The situaÖon was. ex‘acerbated is individual sol-

ce has been — and remains — probably themost diers competed formore wealth. This pattern of

tal on the African.continent. The pattern of re- exploitation inevitably led to murders and mas-

tance has been consistent but cyclic. There has sacre.

n‘ considerable discussion in this journal and ' For the offieers too, the opportuiiity to come to

sewhere of primary resistänce. The purpose of Western“Somalia wasa golden chance: There they

is’ article is to describe and contribute tp the also had unlimited possibiliües. They were. al-

examination of the liberation strüggle in more te- lo red tp give full vent to their feelings of aggres-

nt'years. sion against the Somali civilian populati'on. Thèy

When thefighting of the early nineteen-sixties had ken taught to despise most Muslims añd in

oled down, theEthiopian colonial regime, em- partieular to hate Somaiis.’Théy massacred masses

ployed hard oppressive inethods in an .attempt to of innocent people. Through.’ brutal actioùs thqy

€öally crush the resistance struggle of the Somaii. could .easily get, promoted to higher ranks. Even

' people. Their intent was to bring the Somalis under the simple soldiers receivéd I}uick promotions and

the secure control of the Central regime fn Addis higher awards .for military crimes whieb they

Ababa, the imperial capital city. Committed against tire péople. Such cmeltji forced

The first step was the dispatch of tens of hundreds of Somalis'to quit their homes aséarly as

thoasands of soldiers to Western Somalia. New tote Sixties to .become’ refugees in Sofia and

military bajes siete established in various parts of

tlie area. All the road junctións were put under

Djibouti, then still called Frénch .Somaliiand. The

terrible reñigee “preblem”. of today had begun..

militaty patrol. The ftee mpvement ófíhepeóple A new chapter in colóñial administration was

was ieverely limited. Direct and.nátural conirnuÍii- meantime ínitiated. The spearhead was the estab-

cntions wére forbidden. The nomads and farmérs lishment ofa police itation in the vllléges and sev-

whose livelihood depended on\the markets of the eriil police-posts in each towñ and city.. Just like

various towns and villages were..not, al)owed to the soldiers, these police.and thé.ir officers were re-

enter ihem. The military declared an emergency cruited from.traditional Ethiopia. Thus the,.military

. forces operated arqund. the settlements, villages,

•This paper is developed from thesec.ond section ,ofa paprr

presented by the writer at the Firsi International Congmss of

Somali Studies, Mogadishu, 6—13 July 1980..

towns and cities sçeking. to keep overall control

while the police were supposed to control the ln-

side of the settlements. The function of the police
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was tocleara way — even atthis late time in Af-

rica — for the effective penetration ofa colonial

administration, which had still not been fully es-

tablished. In this duty, the police were no less

brutal than the military. As a foreign force, they

felt they had to demonstrate their power over the

civil population and this they did indeed in inhu-

man, brutal and suppressive ways. The fact that

they could hardly communicate with the people

doubtless made it simpler forthem tobe merciless.

Nor were they less comipt than the armed forces.

They tried ruthlessly to get rich at the expense of

the poor.

Until 1965 the military authorities continued to

impose a curfew in most towns of Western

Somalia. This curfew lasted longer in Dire Dawa

than elsewhere. In that town, which is the center of

trade and commerce fora wide area, the people

suffered extremely under the combined brutal

forces of the military, the police and a special

“killer squad.” What theSomali people of Dire

Dawa will never forget is how the curfew was en-

forced. Every night after 11 P.M. the streets of

Dire Dawa belonged not only to the combined

army andpolice force, but also to the special killer

squad. Should somebody dare to leavea house for

whatever reason, it was most likely that he or she

would never reach their goal. In blunt words

everybody found on the streets after 11 P.M. was

first robbed and then killed.

Three groups ofthesociety suffered excessively;

first were thepoor and possessionless who had no

shelter. They used to sleep outside and hence be-

came thevery first victims of the “Qoor-Goo” or

“executioners” as they were termed. The second

were thenomads who knew no people inthe town,

but who came there to sell a sheep, goat or

animal-product like butter, milk or hides in order

to buy millet, sugar, salt or clothes, etc. They too

had tospend the nights outside and they too were

often discovered the following day to have been

robbed and killed. The third were Moslems who

had to go early in the morning to the Mosque.

After would-be worshippers were too often killed

on the way, most avoided going totheMosque and

were obliged to pray athome. The aim ofthekiller

squad was undoubtedly to terrorize and intimidate

the Somali people. The curfew was not lifted in

Dire Dawa atanytime and “Qoor-Goo”

continued until the end of the sixties.

Amharaizatioo

Militarism and the introduction of Ethiopian

in the colonized areas was intended to clv

way for serious attemps at the Amharaizatim

Western Somalia. This Amharaization policy

several aspects. After 1965, the colonial red

Addis Ababa seemed intent on disrupting

healthy economy of the region, with a ‘

doubtless to reconstructing it in their own in

and under their complete control. They pr

as follows. Industrial workers were dismi

Countless Somali workers of theFranco-Ethi

railway company were sacked without anyp

ble reasons being given. The places were tilted

unqualified workers from Shewa andother

regions. This pattern was then extended to

industries especially the Dire Dawa cement

tory. The colonial regime sought to exploit tR

sources of the region in multiple ways;

through theemployment ofworkless Amharaat

cost of the Somali workers; secondly through

resultant transfer of income and capital from

hands of the Somalis to the hands of theA

and thirdly through the shift in investment of

tal accumulated inWestern Somalia totheAT

headquarters. Likewise the issue of travel

ments and passports was made harder for SP

traders and merchants. This ledtomost ofthe

ers operating between Djibouti and Dire

giving up their profession. Throughout WS

Somalia the number of unemployed grew raps

andinconsequence young people left their how

in large numbers.

Nomads tooand even farmers were dispa

andpersecuted. At the end of the 1964 fight

thecolonial regime in Addis started introdu

farmers inthe area, from theAmhara regions off

central high plateau. These farmers were prod

large plots of ‘unpopulated’ lands. They had in-

deed to pay no money forthefertile lands they

were ‘awarded’ and they even enjoyeda perk&

free from taxes. The colonial regime authorized &

army and police force to make land available m

farmers by chasing the Somali nomads from thek

time-hallowed pastures. The methods used varied.
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well-known imperial strategy on the part of the oc-

cupying forces, because at this same period they

and police convoys, sent into such areas, were engaged in armed struggles both with the

‘nately shot down all that crossed their Oromos andtheAfars. Through such presents they

This had happened ever since the first Abys- may well have calculated that they could win the

columns had tried to penetrate the Ogaden support of one or the other nationality but their

s previously, but never on sucha scale. The main aim was to create enmity between those

s of this gruesome human hunting were nationalities and the Somalis.

y women, children and aged people. The aim In the period April 1971 to May 1972 the fol-

such terror was to force Somali nomads to lowing herds from areas adjacent to the railway

nate no less than 400 sq km. The Somalis were were machine-gunned or confiscated: 112,647

compelled by this brutal behavior to react Cows; 3,582 Camels; 77,895 Sheep; and 216 Don-

struggle.A like pattern was carried out inteo- keys. The figures are taken froma letter of corn-

y throughout the seventies. The consequences plaint written by the Somali chiefs of the region to

very serious: in the period April 1971 to May the then Ethiopian parliament in 1964 (Ethiopian

alone 892 people were massacred and calendar year — 1972 Gregorian Calendar). There

sands, especially children and women, were were similar losses in all the other regions. These

d tomove tothetowns orflee abroad. In 1969 military movesa ainst the people and their posses-

number of displaced children and women in sions also forced thousands tomove tothenearest

Dawa alone reached over 70fD. urban area and even to cross the border into

economic life of the nomads in therural Somalia or the Republic of Djibouti.

was disrupted for the same purposes that up- Nñr did the wells and water places escape atten-

d urban populations. Though rich in cuhure tion. The locations were ambushed and they were

uncowed in spirit, the Somali ;ieop1e are frequenUy poisoned. One of the worst actions of

tly poor inrespect of material wealth. Hence theAddis Ababa colonial regime in fighting the

cattle and sheep arenot only the guarantee of Western Somalis and other pastoral peoples (in

but their whole possession. The chasing away north western Eritrea for example) is the systems-

mads from large pastoral areas and the limita- tic Jioisoning of wells and water places on which

of themovements which areof fundamental the life of the nomads and their herds depends.

rtance fora transhumantic pastoral society Countless noma&,. ether

’ctably and inevitably caused severe losses i.n. petlsi;ed by tlil8.crue.1 act.

with their herds,

s of cattle, sheep and human life. The expulsion of Somalis from thefew indus-

The Ethiopian occupation forces had begun;, as lies; the chasing of nomads away.from large pas-

ty as 1962, an economic war ofa special kind. toral areas; the hin&ring of movement elsewhere

colonial government ordered their armed andthemachine-gunning of.people and the eonfis-

ces and the police, to bring the Somali pas- cation of/cattle and sheep made it most difrcult for

ists under strict government ‘control’. They in therural and urben population to cooperate and

interpreted this injunction as authority to move help oné another. Ethiopian policy was considered

rural areas and machine-gun every living deliberately socially disruptive, since coopemtion,

. The occupation forces clearly understood it solidarity and help ong for another are necessary

be part of their duty to machine-gun cattle and guiding principles for the Somali people and an

p. On occasions they confiscated thousands of .important foundation of their customary life.

d from herds not infrequently killing the own- Famine, hunger, misery and total catastrophe was

. These were brought to Addis Ababa andhold the reault. While thesituation deteriorated almost

public auction for the Government’,s account or, daily, the Ethiopian colonial regime — ever the

occasions, were offered .to .other riearby master of cynical “public-relations” — largely

tonalities asa “gift” from thecolonial govern- .succeeded in covering up the real happenings and

nt. This represented an aspect of an overall,and deceiving an otherwise preoccupied outside world.
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Place

Inda'alu Tolea

Inkafulu

Hameis Meidala-

lici Kombi

Tolea Gota

Hola'bora

Tolea

Maro Kaha

Affa'adu

! A'ambo lnkafulu

liralu

Curitala

Garba'ad Fucii

Ho1a'bora Gota

' Ma’ays Curitala

, Earer

A’adegan Finjo

Gota

TOTAL

*Camels and sheep together

Date

1. 9. 1971

3.9. 1971

4.9. 1971

5.9. 1971

27. 10.1971

30.10.1971

4.11.1971

11.5. 1964

15.5. 1964

23.5. 1964

28.5. 1964

11.7.1964

19.7. 1964

23.7.1964

23.7. 1964

5.9. 1964

Table1 (cont'd)

People

21

41

10

9

81

69

27

9

22

33

11

75

21

1

22

892

has always beena painful thorn in the side of the

succession of shaky Ethiopian colonial administra-

tions. Their response has been desperate — count-

less vain wars against the Somali people.

Indeed, wars — on theone hand Ethiopian colo-

nial and punitive campaigns and on theother Som-

ali liberation struggles — have ever since the col-

onialization of the Horn ofAfrica become part and

parcel of the daily life of the people and the region.

Moreover, the vicious colonial wars conducted

by the Ethiopian empire-state, as the Shoan

Amhara struggle to retain their colonial conquests

made during the scramble for Africa and continue

to subject other nationalities, have come todeter-

Cows

2,511

4,973

2,342

9,710

9,536

12,372

1,957

14,329

1,l3l

675

1,893

3,265

6,964

732

200

157

1,089

200

112447

Camels Sheep

1,264

442 2,155

— 3,8a3

i12

554 7,242

91l 6,749

45 2,218

956 8,967

— 2,216

471 5,252

471

100

7,468

50 5,571

— 1,430

150

31

3,582

300

43*

7,344

1,300 —

77,895

mine therelation of the Horn ofAfrica to of

ographical regions. Such wars have laid the

dation for the critical role of the Horn areas k ”_

ternational relations. It is the resulting si ”

that made it possible for imperialist powers —

and old — to involve themselves in the in

affairs of the countries of North Eastern AT

Conclusion — Western Somalis and the

It has been clearly demonstrated that the peopk

Western Somalia aresubjected to political sum

sion, economic exploitation and social de

tion. From thecolonial point of view these po

have been and are still aimed tobreak the will R

5omali people, to °'

in the long runtO tllfB

alparts of “Ethiopia

colonial policies han

aware of then ÎdCI

sness has strengtheni

colonial evils. The b

n tounderstand thCi

e theirnumber one

theother hand their vi

rmitted them

.' This makes

to1o‹

it est

s; to organise them

fight the enemy.
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,264

,155

823

242

749

218

.16

52

10
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Somali people, to assimilate or displace them

inthelong run to turn the colonized areas into

gral parts of “Ethiopia proper.” Even so,these

colonial policies have made theSomalis even

aware of their identity; their political con-

usness has strengthened their will to survive all

— colonial evils. The Somali people have been

’ven to understand their main problems, to rec-

ize their number one enemy andherallies and

the other hand their very few friends. In short it

permitted them tolocate “where theshoe pre-

.” This makes it essential to gather their own

es; to organize themselves and systematically

— fight the enemy.
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Thecolonial policy of Ethiopia has always been

a provocation against the Somali people, forcing

them to leave their homes and country. The de-

populating of Western Somalia and thepushing of

theSomali people, one by one, eastward, has to be

seen asa manifestation of colonialism whereby the

land is desired but the people are undesired. Such

policies today are of course condemned toultimate

failure. Meantime, however, colonialism and

foreign domination in Western Somalia is in clear

violation of the fundamental rights of the Somali

people. The people of Western Somalia and

elsewhere have therefore no choice but to continue

fighting until colonialism is put to an end.


