
NOTES 0N THE STATE OF  THE SOMAu STATE

tained conndtment to societal transfomation requind not only an ideological
crystallization on the part Of the political lendetchip  and orgus bu( also  a
string 8coial base of suppor( for souiul transformtion.   Neither of these was
c]carly in place.   'Ihe collective leadership of the carly ycus gave way to the
persoml nile Of Slyaed Bane.

The war with Ethiopia hastened the pace of degenention.  The human
rights violations of de carly years, which were mainly pr[ of Cute and fas-
tional conflicts, became mne of a vicious etlmic targeting.  Slyand mne und
all levels that were at the diaposal of the increasingly predrtory regime to per-
petuate his persoml rule.  aan, class, and state institutions nd resources were
used for dominadon and control purposes.   The social, political and conondc
actions of due regine affected in t`m clan. class and state institutions.  It is this
intepenemtionOffactorswhichiscrL]cialfortheunderstandingoftheriseond
falloftheSlyaadBaneregimeandthewaxingandwqiingoftheautononyOf
the modem Soma]i state.   External factors provide a context which enhances
and/or hinders institutions and the resultant state fomation o[ disformation.
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THE SOMAI.I oliroslTloN FRONTs: SOME coMMENTs AND
QUESTIONS

DANmL COMPAGNON

h rexpnse to a suggestion of the Editor of Ham a/Ajlfca, I win try
heteafteltoftrmsonthetoleoftheoppositionfrontsfightingagainstthomili-
try  tegine  in  Somalia.    Howevet,  tang  into  cousidemtion  that  uritten
soueesacscarceandthatitisforthemostprrtdifficulttocheektheaccunay
of collected infomation. this papa cannot be vety onbitious.  It is intended to
be a modest conulbution to the study of he dissent movements as propcrd
aLternatives to MchanmadL   Slyaad Bane's personal rule.  It aims to sthul&te
the academic debate.  No pardeular clan o[ group is targeted.

To be honest, the questions which arise are not simple.   All entirely
depends on the perceived goals of the  appesition movements:  if their main
|iurposeistoto|ipleSomalia`sHcadofStato.wehavetoadmitthattheyhave
tiot yet  socceeded2.    It  could  be  mote  modestly  to  challenge  Mahanmed
Siyaed's authority nd create such an upheaval in thG counrty that the curmt
regime woultl finally collapse.  If so, the major militry fronts3   have attained
different stages of achievement; so there is no geneml and peremptory apple-
ciation to be  given.   Moreover.  they  are  still  in the  proces  Of fighting  and
comingevenesneahaostcermintochangeourpresentviewofthequestion.

hdependent  scholars  and  lcKal   observers  usually   expess  severe
judgmeus on these organi2atious;  on the cmtrny, their members always em-
phasize the strength, the papular backing nd successes of their our move-
menL  Therefore. it is difficult to achieve objectivity and futhemore establich
the facts when these diverse opinions are as often as not based on rtmus.  But
asfuasponticsareconcemed,tepresentationisasimportmtastealbehaviot:
if i( emerges that a majority of the Somali are bittedy critical of the existhg
oppusition fronts, this might appear as a major elemeut in the future political
landscape of Somalia.

hiterdofwhthganerfuustivehistoryofcachofthemtwhichisbe-
yondourmeansduetothclackofchginaldacunents,wewinfacusontlm
major  items:  the  experiences  and  prospects  in  overthrowhg  Mchamnd
Sfynd's"le;thcneccssnybutalwayspostponed`inifroationOftheopposition;
the limited credibility of de fronts as tine democratic alternatives to the dicta-
torship-
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EXPERENCES AND PROSPEC TS IN OVERTHROWING
MAHAMMAD SIYAAD BARRE

Ten years Of I ;diled attempts

The aborive coup of April 9, 1978 showed  a lack of prepantion and
coordinedon among the plotters: apparently planed for April 12, Army Day.
it was precipitated  dy  colonel Mchanrmd  Sheekh Usmun  (Cim)  for un-
horn msons- perhaps die fear the( the political policeorss) would find out
Thus, the rebel militaly units could not reach the heatt of the capital and des-

pemtely lacked frock supplies4.  .Ike officers who were expected to pariciprte
on April  12 did not move on the 9th.   IM. Lewis  deschbes  the coup  as a
''mrrow, paechinl initiative"  of Majeerteen colonels which "alienated men-

bets of other groups who shied their feelings of discontent"5   hdced, sinteen
oftheseventeenplottasexecutedonCk:tober26,1978wereMajeerteen.

h  hte  June  1982.  a  well-armed  invasion  force  of  approxinately
15,000  soldiers- in  which  the  Sgrmli  Salvation  Democratic  Fhont  (SSDF)
countedtLomorethn5,000fighters~crossedtheborderinMudugandHiiman
fegious, in order to cut the ''Chinese rood"  and in so doing, split the country
into two parts;  this  was  supposed  to  fimlly  lead to  the  collapse Of Siyand's
regime.   It did not happen. naronly because govemnient troops brsisnd more
than expected, but   also because the USSR prevented Ethiopian leaders from
launching a fliliscale offensive to srmsh the Somau army,  even though the
htter was  below  strength.  badly  equipped  and  had  a  low  morale.6    It  was
hndly a victoly for Sfycad Bane: the Ethiopian any kept on occupying the
symbdic enc]&ves of Balanbale and Goldogob until the conclusion in 1988 of
a peace  agreement.   But the failure of this  milifaty  attempt  undetmined  the
credibility of the Hont aniong  SomaLi public  ophion and in the eyes  of the
DERG,theEthio|.innmilinryjunta.whichfeltmisguidedbySSDFlcaders.

h  the  aftenmdi  of  the  peace  ageeement  signed  ty  Mengistu  and
Mahammad Siyand on  April 3, 1988, which specified that the two
govemmeus woum cease any kind of support to  their neighbor's oppusition
fronts, the Somali National Movement (SNM)7 launched a geneml offensive,
although with a limited fighting force, on the towns of Burro Otry 27) which
was captued and controlled for several days, and Ehigeise Ofty  31) which
was pattially invnded. despite a massive uprising  of the lcvel population of
thesetouns-atleastofthelsaqmajority-SNMguerrillaswercdefentedinthe
middleofJuneOfterhenvybombingofthesetowus-withartilleryandplanes-
which  were nearty  completely  destroyed.    More  that  300.000  Isanq  fled  to
Ethiapia and SNM forces had to retreat in the bush.8     However, refugees in
Ethiapin provided a  crowd  of new  fighters  highly  motivated by  what  their
finilieshadsufferedfromtheSomauArnyandsomerightingsfartedagainin
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late Octdr 1988.   I understand that the SNM has now scented most Of the
arcs between the Djibouti border in the West and the Dhulbchante teritory in
the mst and is  tightening  the rope on  de  suburbs  of Hargeisa, Burro  and
Eleha.  But, as a matter of fact, this change of fate of the civil conflict is not
sufficieut to cause the collapse of the cenml goverrment.

Brides tactical nd technical aapeets, the failure of these attempts to
top|]le the militry regime had more profound political causes among which
clanism is the most frequendy quoted.

The cla]'. complex Of the oppositionfror[ts

The  sfrotegic  choice  of  de  targets  for  military  attacks  was  often
`polluted'   try   trihalist   cousidemtions.       As    Ahmed   I.    Samata[   noted:
"Significantry,thusfarboththeseorganizatioushavefceusedtheiractivitieson

alcas  that  ne  prinarily  inhabited  ty  their  respective  lineage  segments."
hdeed the SSDF in June  1982- and in its hater attacks- put quphasis on the
Mudug province nd particularly  on its capital, Galke`ayo, where the Umr
Mdhanuud- the clan Of 'Abdillaahi Yuusuf and a majority of his followers-
lived.   At that time, it might have perhaps been cosier to seize stmtegic posi-
tiors  in  the  Togdheer,  after  the  mutinies  of  hte  January  and  the  riots  of
Februaly and bthoch of the sane year.

However, depicting the SSDF as a Umal Mhamuud onganization is
not totally true.  Fun: t of au, it attracted members of the Mchrmiud Salechbaan
seetionofdeMajeerteen,butnonefromthesmalletsub-danslike'Abdinhiin
Saleeban or 'Ali Saleebaan.  The fact that the htter groups felt deprived under
the   pevious   civilian   adminisfrotion.   when   members   of   the   Mchamund
Saleeban represented the whole clan in the rtiling chess, could explain the fact
that a Majeerteen remained loyal to Siyaad-  Lotwlthstanding the case of indi-
viduals like Mahamuud Gelle Yuusuf.

Secondly, the SSI)F included elements from lsaaq and Hawiye clan
families  who  we.e  previously  members  either  of  the  Sotnali  Denoct&tic
Action Fhont (SODAF)L°   which merged in ftbmary  1979 with 'Abdullanhi's
band  to make  the  Somali  Salvation Front (SOSAF).  or of the  leftist groups,
Somali  Workers  Prty  (SWP)"      and   Somali  Democratic  Ftont  for  the
Libention  of  Somalia  (SDFLS)12    almagated  with  the  SOSAF  in  October
1981.    The  provisioml  eleven  member  Excoutive  Committee  included  two
lsaaq. one Dhulbchante nd one HawlyeL3.   However, the domimLion of the
Majeerteen was weighed after the first Congress of February 1983: only four
®f the  twenty  new  Executive  Committee  members  were  affilinted  to  other
chus, a convenient way to fimly ensue 'Abdulhahi's persomL confrol of the
organizndon.  We understand that in late 1988, the rerndning Hawiye elements
of the Frout left:  in January  1989.  some  of them joined  the United  Somali
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Congress (Use) in Rome; another group of around twenty-six (or thirty-tlnee)
&chvistsl4  decided to stay in the SNM.   Apparently, this gooup lias led the re-
vived guerilla activity between Beled Weyne and lhisa Mareb in 1989.

Because they were powerful before the  1969  coup,  the Mchamuud
Saleebann are  sliapected of scheming  to restore their past prominence in the
state affairs and thus replace one clan domination by  another.   But also  the
hfuhanuud Saleebann could legitimately complain that they became the target
of a systemndc repression by the security forces in the late 70's; for exanLple,
ma]iy  were  amsted,  villages  burned  to  the  ground,  herds  slaughtered  and
women nped in the Mudug arcs in 1979 to "punish" the Umar Malmmuud for
their alleged support of "Abdillaahi Yuusufs guerrilla.  As Said S. Samaear and
David D. IAitin noted: ~From the early period of the revolution, Siyand exhib-
ited  what  some  would  call  pacanoin  but  others  a  justifiable  feat  of  the
Majeerteen chn .... Slyand found himself identifying them on the basis of their
chn membership." L5  Though the persecution started as early as Ai)gust 1975 t6
. it veg accentuated after the attempted coup of 1978.  Thus it is not surprising
that the Umur Mchamuud fomed qe bulk of SSDF troops.

The  SNM voluntarily  condned war  qpemtions  to  the  Isaaq  territory
and the sunounding areas, a delibemte strategy mote than a result of limited
military abilities.  SNM offichls usvauy jus(ify it in saying that their guerillas
wouldnotbenefitfromthesam.esu`pportfromrunlpeopleoftheotherclans.L7
It is a way to admit that the "national libemticm iniggle" is in.fact superseded
by a clan-finily uprising and it is precisely why some Somali from Hiviye.
Din or Daaroc.d affiliations suspect that secession of the North is  the  `hidden
agenda' of this movement.   Little evidence has been produced yet to stippott
this dubious teason. except diat SNM mised its own flag in the captured toVIis
and that the lsanq crowds sometimes shouted: "Daarood Adoon.`'I8   It reimins
to be seen whedier the dispute on this issue which fiercely divided die SNM in
1981 is really over..  If the current leadership can easily be credited for its clear
statements on the necessity to |>reserve Somalia's tendtorinl integrity engraved
in the SNM constitution (Art.6)  and underlined in its political program since
1984. there is no guarantee that tomomow a now majority could not advocate
the  opposite  stand.    Paradoxically,  ceaseless  suspicion  on  the  part  of other
clans may strengthen the sepamtist faction inside the SNM.

The largo scale offensive launched by this front in late May 1988 rein-
forced  the  clan-family  nature of its  papular  bacldng.    The  fleece  repression
conducted by the Somali Amed Forces against the civilians either in the to`rms
or in the nml areas had the effect of mllying ncat'ly unanimously those of the
isaaq who were still neutral or even in favor of the regime.   The atrocities of
the Government troops are well doounented in a report whtten in August 1989
ty a U.S. State Dqurtment consultan| Robert Gersony. whose main conclu-
sious are worth an extensive quotation: "h reaponse to SNM's May 1988 inten-
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sification of de civil Conflict in noithem Somalia, the Somali Amed fomes
appeartohaveengagedinawidesprcad.systematicndextremelyviolentas-
sault on the unamed civilian lsaaq population of nothem Somlia in places
where and at times when neither resistance to these actions rm danger to the
Somali Amed Forces was pusent.  The Someli Amed fores Conducted what
appeas to be a systematic pattern of attacks agdst unrmed, civihi Ismq
villages, watering points and gmzing neBs of northern Somalin, killing many
of their residents and forcing the survivors to nee fo[ softry to tenote anea8
withinScrmliaortoothe[countries....hanadditionalpattemofaystematic.
organind and sustained Somali Amed Four actions in Pethera, which has
not been tho objcet of in SNM attack or the scene Of a conflict at least flve
hulnxL and pchaps many more ham men were eystematically rounded up
and mndend, mainly be having  their thrmts  cut, and then buried in mass
graves,durfugth€fourmonthsfollowingtheintensiricationOftheconflict&p-
patently solely because they wac haq ....   rue acme ndvors of these
kinds  Of  actions,  a8  well  as  civilians  simply  escaping  the  major  battles  in
Hargeisa and Buno, were attempting  to  flee to anctuaty  in Ethiopin, they
wereattac]edtySomaligroundmdairforces,whichprobablyresultedinde
dcathsOfhundedsofaeylumsedsrs."L9

The report also mentioned summry emeeutions of prisones. looting
and   raping   Of   tsaaq   women.      The   death   toll   Of   hoq   civilius   is
''conservatively"  estimated  to  reach  at  least  5,000  between  May  1988  nd

March  1989.   These findings corrobomte the aports previously released by
hul]iLanrightsongarizationssuchesAmnestyhtermtiondandAfiicaWatch.20
hfrcLthis)upsungeOf8tateviolenceischviouslythepeakofalong-sunding
persecution  pelpettated  try  the  Govcmmeut  security  appantus  against  the
lsanq.2LNodoubti.hascreatedadeepriftbetweentsaaqmdotherSomalis.

Of course,SNM'spledgestodefendmtionalinerestwouldhavebeen
more  convhcing   if  they   had  first  opened  their  Central  md  Excoutive
Condtteestonon-Isanqprominentprmciaus.Thefus:tnon-Isqumemberin
the  SNM  lenddship  was  colonel  'At)disalaani  Urmaan  Dini  (Ga[gor)- on
Habergidil- appointed as Scoretny in November 1983.  For . time fro drpte[
chaiman  in  Wchingm  was  Hchergidir,  tco,  fin  ex-minister  in  Siyaed's
regine  Mcha-d  'Ali  Warsalne  a[imiko).    The  Howiye  in  the  Cenml
Cbmmittee elected in 1983 numbered only  two.  A serious efful was made in
the Fouth Congtess, 1984. nd led to the following distribution of the forty-
one   elecnd   members   of   the   C.C.:   twenty-nine   fro   eight   Hawfye
®ndominrty    Habergidil)    nd    one    of    each    following    gr}uping§.
Dhulbdrte,Majeerteen,Godrbiisay&ndRahrmweyn."AlthoughS"le&d-
ere have tried to make 8 broad appeal to Somali values- chticizing the prd-
dent for negleethg the Islamic and dencomtic values of all Sand peaple-
they rmch pedymimtly a prty of haqs."22  Thc SNM was never able to
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rallyamasssopportintheotherchnsasitsucccededtodo-atlcastsinceearly
1987- among the isaaq.   However, a new generation of liberation fronts, like
the USC urowiye) or the Somli Patriotic lirom (Ogandeen) which are openly
based  on  kinship  loyalties,  is  coming  now and  soi]ichow  the  endless  debate
upon tribal nature of SNM appeal is outdated.

Side-df acts Of the Ethiopian sa:actunry

The  three  major  militaly  fronts  made  the  political  choice  to  take
refuge  in Ethiopia  and  to  beg  the  suppor. of the  latter  before  starting  their
guendlla war: the SSDF since  its inceptions, the SNM from Mrch 1982 and as
I understand. the USC which commenced negotiating conditions in cady 1989.

I(  is  a  common  complaint  that  these  movements  were used  by  die
Ethiopian  rulers  and  their  "nowr  Russian  friends  to  destabilize  Mchgmrmd
Siycad Barre's regime:  "The so<alled Somali Salvndon Front  ...  in [cality  is
nothing  more  than  a paun  in  the  anti-Somali  schemes  of Ethiapin  and  its
Soviet ally", wrote Abdi Sheik-Abdi,23  who also denied it any right to defchd
Somali national interest.   A  typical  statement from  an opponent who  would
never  have  su|iported  an  organization  backed  by  Somafro's  "froditioml  en-
emy." An?,then Somali intellectual, Hussein Abdillahi Buuian, held a very simi-
lar opinion on the SSDF:  "disgrimtled and misguided members of the captive
intblligentsin" which began to comborate with Ethiopia."24    h a more mod-
Crate fomuhtion while extending the judgement to the SNM, David D. Iflitin
and  Said  S.  Samatar  also  pointed  outs   "Because  of  their  complicity  with
Lieutenant Cfolonel Mengistu Haile MarianL, the Ethiopian Head of State. they
[i.e.  the  SNM and  the  SSI)F]  are subject to  the  change  of treasofl.  a  charge
made regularly by the  Somali authorities in Mogndishu on national radio."25
Theanswerofpro-SNMisalsoveryclear:`'FortheSomalipeoplewhosupport
the  opposition movements,  Gen.  Barre  and  Col.  hrfengistu  Haile Marinm of
Ethiopia, were choosing between two evils, and under the circunistance at that
time Ethiopia was the lesser of two evils.''26    Whedie[ it was practically pos-
sible or not to do anything else,27   this choice indeed lent some credibflity to
Government propegande.   It seems to us, however, that this issue is less con-
troversial than it was in the pasL maybe because Mchammed  Siyand himself
mined  the  very  idea  of  Somali  natiomlism  when  he  implicitly  renounced
Somaua's historic claims on the Ogaden area,28    while signing  a  treaty with
Mengistu, even though the reality of the alleged ''secret clause" was not con-
vincingly dceunented.29

Setting  up  military  bases  across  the  Etliiopian  border  iustcad  of
maintaining  an  underground  force  inside  the  country,  always  a  hard  task,
proved to be counter-productive because it allowed  only hit-and-rm attacks.
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This  tactic  is  very  unpopular  among  the  civilians  who  s`iffe[ both  from  the
fighting in their neighborhood and from the retaliation mcasues from the gov-
errment side,  It was prrticularly obvious when the neighborhood and from the
retaliation measures  form the government side.   It was par(iculndty  obvious
when  the Ethiopiaii  air  force was  supporting  SSDF opemtions  ty bombing
Somali border towns.   Neither the SSDF nor the SNM could keep `indel their
contol for a long period even small portions of the "liberated areas."  The case
of Balwhle and Goldogod does not contmdict this observation: the Ethiopian
army was heavily present on that baule front.   It only became possible in the
Togdheer and Sanag regions after the uprising of the whole Isaaq population in
June 1988 which changes guerrilla activity into a civil war.

To conclude on this point, the outh[eak of a civil war all over the
country by mid-1989 is certainly a major th[cat to the rule of the pmsident and
his clique but it is hardly an achicvemcnt of the prevailing opposition fronts:
the SSDF has been silenced by its Ethiopinn patrons since late 1985 and as for
the SNM, its "last chance" offensive in May  1988 stimulated an uprising of a
population t`med  desperate by  inoncasingly savage repression suffered  since
1982.    The  Mogadichu  riots  of  July  14i6,30  fomented  by  fundamentalist
Muslin activists,3l  and the rebellion of Ogandeen clansmen in the south owed
more to the political disinteg[ation of the regine32  than to the effectiveness of
(he  opposition  fronts,  even  though  they  might  benefi(  from  the  current up-
hcaval since they ape the main stnict`ired forces.  It seems that the Govemmeut
has last comroL of most of the co`intry, especially the northern and central re-
gious and the Jubaland.   But a complete breakdown of haw and order opening
avenues for soi][Le looting and violence by gangs of unbridled bandits is more
likely to fake place there than anything else.33  None of the fronts has yet been
able to extend its control on these areas, let alone to set up any kind of altema-
five political n]lc.

TIIE STRENU0us WORK OF UNIFYING SOM^IJ  OPPOSITION

A corrstam inotto but little practical achievemem

The inception of the SSI)F was the fitst attempt to amalganiate differ-
ent movements  which had  in common  the  desire  to  overthrow Mahammad
Siyand.   At first. it was prrtially a success: it gave a broader representation to
the movement, in terms of clan allegiance;  it created a genuine dynamic and
people of some impo[¢once joined betveen October 1981 and late 1982.  But at
lasL infe"l deep con-tndictions between 'AbdilLanhi Yuusuf's authoritarian
style of leadership and the  ambitious of the left wing  leaders appeared to be
fierce.  nistend of a dialectical process producing a better synthesis, as mrxist
hetoric puts it, the fictional stniggle foundered in a deadly feud, at the ex-
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peuse of the "leftists" who felt over-confideut because of their claer rehtiofl-
ship with the Ethiopian DERG.34    Finally the Front `iras neutralized through
the  direct  involvement  of  the  Ethiopian  Security:  'Abdillchi  Yuusuf  and
'Abdillaehi Mchamrmd Hasaan Q7ASID- Geiieral Secretry of the SSDF- wac

arrested in late October  1985.   The  fomer is still in jail and  due  latter died.
Most of his lieuunants were rounded up or killed in the following mob(he as
the Ethiapian Arlny attacked SSDF camps to seize the sophisticated amament

granted by the Lftyus.35
Logically. the SSDF proposed to the SNM that the two fronts merge

and  talks  were  opened  in March  1982.    Despite  the  ngrcenent  signed  on
October 7,  the  same year,  cooperation betveen  these organizations was re-
stricted to charing Radio Ha|gan.   In 1984, de SNM Congress proclched its
wish for an immediate merging of the two guerilla fronc, but for the SSDF it
ves tco late: its lendefs were at that time too bury fighting one another to con-
tribute in any positive way  to  the  unific&tion  of Somali opposition.   h any
case, it would have proved uneasy to elabomte a cormon political platfom
since the rermini]ig nucleus of the SSDF after the Fall of 1985 was domimted
by communist |]ropngandists.36

h the hte  80's  the  relation between the very  recently  born United
Somali Congress (usc) and the SNM- the more powerful of die two groups-
became almost comparable to  the one which previously  existed between the
SSDF and SNM.  At a time when the SNM had seriously challenged the gov-
errment any, it was suprising to see some Of its mwiye membas founding
their own independent organization in Rome, on the eve of 1989.   Even more
remarkable was the subsequent creation on March 3,  198P of a seven member
comlnittee of the USC set up to negotiate with the SNM the conditions of a
mcnger of the t`ro groups.  Mchanmnd Fanrah Jin'anle was designated to head
tlris body apparently because, unlike the enirrent chaiman of the USC, he has a
good relationship with Si]anyo, the Head of SNM.   As |]roposed on a working
USC conference held in Rome, from Feb"ny 27 to March 2, "the two com-
mittees  [Of the SNM and the USC] can discuss about the possible unification
between  USC  and  SNM.  and  submit  their  oecommenchtious  to  the  higher
lending bndies Of the respective organizations."37   This me(hnd of creating  a
joint committee to discuss a possible future union has ahady been used in the
past dy the SNM, with die SSI)F, to asnltely dchy any effective step forward
We understand that Use lenders believe that their organi2ndon is fro weak in
terms of membership and that it has to launch an effective guerrilla in the con-
tral regions before a successful merger of the two fronts as equal prmes could
materialize.

Even the oldest allinnee camot resist a change of political context: the
Ogaadeen  chin ves  used  until  Dceember  1988  by  Sfyand mne  to  fight  the
SNI4  either  within  commmdes  of  the  Western  Somali  Libcmtion  Hont
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(WSIPoperatinginsideEthiopiaorthroughtherefugcesinSomaliaforccably
conschpted in the government ariny.38  Now the chn is split up and one fac-
tion supports the  Somali Pautotic MovemenL mmely a  rebellious group  of
ogedeen offices nd soldiers close to the  ousted Defence rmnism  Aadan
'Abdulluli Nuur (Grtyow).  Since Ahmed rumr Jess defected with two hun-
dud soldias in late June 1989. there ac discussions between the SNM and the
ogandcentebdsforooordinationofmilitaryofforLandpassibleHndOfpeliti-
col unirication of these t`ro apposition ftonts.

h one dmment the SNM calls for the fomation of a "unied qpped-
tion fo[ce''; in another, we are reminded that it has to follow "a demcKa'atic and
realistic cotine."  A view exists dint the SNM faking in algunent of its Luex-
pectedmilitrysureccsesintheNorthsincelastyear,ismaeconfidentOfbe-
ing alone able to challenge, eventually topple the regime and thereafter has
ambitious to colir]prise the whole oppasition in its mnks.

To be fir. other attempts to unify Somuli opposition cho`ild be men-
tioned here but none has pnduced any lasting result yct.  We refer to the group
''SomahiFirsrsetupin198339andalsotothemectingofseveralex-ministers

and civil servatits- on Joe 5, 1983 nd October 22, 1988- in Washington.  The
rirstmeetingissuedacommuriquesignedbyscvenprominentpoliticiausforfn
three major chn families Oanlood. Isaeq, Thwiye), including the drimen of
the  SNM  and  the  fom¢[  Prime  Minister  Abdirisack  Ha&ji  Hiiseen.     All
pardcipasagndthatnationalncoonriliationandresto[ationOfdemacraeyin
Somalia ""uired mininlly the deprrture of Siyand Bane."   Although their
can for unity and removal of the current regine received appacutly little at-
tention,  another meeting  was  convened  in  1988  to  tcact  to  de  sequence  Of
dratnatic events in the North.   The seven people who signed this  time were
more  representative  since  they  were  affiliated  to  four  clan  families.    They
famed  a  "Coordimthg  Committee  of  the  Cmosition  in  North  America."
Even though lrty expressed the need to unify "all appesition forces" under a
"common sfrotegy and a political |irogranime of action", their aim was not to

aeate a new or-ganizrdon as thei. explicit soppor( of "the stniggle of the op-

pasition movonents" fiuested.4'    Taking the long view, they p`ifposdy began
to pxpare the punt-§fyaad em.  However, the announced conference in Eurqu
has not been held ever since and this goodwill approach migbt not survive the
ongoing chaos in Somalia.

MAloR oBSTAclES To AN EFmcTTVE UNmcATloN

foreign  interference  often  creates  more  problems  than  solutions.
Hence, the debate on unification between the SSDF and the SNM was mush
complicated by the attitude of the Ethiopian patrm and the I.idyan qusor.
They put pleesune o]i the two movenLents au ycar long in 1982,42   to hasten a
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decision which would have mcaut for the smaller SNM a crude absorption,   It
is froquendy stated the clan-based mtune of the opposition fronts is a good ex-
planation of their failure to join together in a single organization.   Tinditional
enmities between Danrood and isaaq or Daarood and Htwiye could explain
their reltictmco to trust one another in the dangerous and delicate activity of
subvesion.43

It is particularly obvious in refugee Communities abroad: except for a
few apen-minded individunLs. the apposition ciroles ene split up, as well as the
commimity  organizations,  along  clan-finily  lines.    Cine  can  argue  that  chin
identity is the only effective ground for political mobilization in Somali soci-
ety due to its segmentary structure, but many opposition activists also confess
that this pefound "trihalistic" frogmentation of the opposition was abundantly
manipulated by Mchamrmd Slyaad for the sake of his regime: in this context,
it is not so suprising to see some ex-members of the SSDF having been used
by  the Machiavellian Fbesident,  who  called  for Daarood  solidarity,  to  fight
against  SNM  in  the  northern regions,  since  the  Mchammad  Saleehaan  fro-
quently  complain that they  have received  little  support from  the  lsanq  from
1978 +979 onward, when their tribesmen were massacred in Mudug.

Criticims of the Hunts for being tribal-minded44   proved to be self-
fulfming  prophecies,  even when their lenders, like  for exaniple  those  of the
SNM since 1984, really tried to enlarge dieir political base.

The argument of chnism was used by many self-exiled Sormlis- par-
ticularly  from Dir  or Danrood  clan  aflhiations-   to  cxp]ain  why  they  Could
supper( neither the SSDF nor the SNM.   It is this opinion that Mahamed Said
Samafar45   held as follows: "It is high time that one said No' both to the dicta-
torchky  of Muhamrmd  Siad  Barre  and  the  clannish  militaney  of  SNM  and
SSDF.   The libemtian of Sormlia is a matter  for all  Soinalis and  it ivill not
come about except after au Somalis have agreed not only on the meaning  of
Thbention', but more eapecially on who is liberating whom."46    The last son-
fence of this quotation  better than any futhe[ comment show that mast of the
op-ponents would hndly trust a group dominated by another claii than theirs.
It also conmdicts the major view/point that this author forimulated   in his arti-
cle and indicates that clan segmentation is indeed of some relevance to under-
stand Sormli contempomry polities.  However, one can legitinately point out
that  these  dissidents  claining  to  be  free  of tribal  thinking  did  not  however
build themselves the "&uthendc mtional opposition diaposed  to  offer a  valid
alternfltive against the inc`mbent political regine"47  they still call for.

F`irthermore,  some  Somalis  not  necessarily  enthusiastic  about  the
regine let the President use them to confront the SNI4 dhectly on the battle-
field: "The government of President Sfyand Bane has amed clans which tra-
ditionally oppose the Isaaq, hoping they will help beat back the SNM."48    h
fact the strategy was soocessful enough to limit the extent of §NM tenitorinl
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gains (though it faned with the lice).   These conflicts are certainly rooted in
past clan feuds betwee]i the lsanq and their neighbors but their modem resur-
gence is the ourmne of a deliberate poliey personally engineered by the Head
of State.  The elders of thee clans (Godrbiirsay, Dhulbahane and Watsangali)
actually aged to set up a chn militia financed and supplied ty the cenfrol

Power.49Morethanasignofaliegiancetotheregine,itwgsabangainin8P°S-

til[e since they expected to be rewnded with money as well 8s various privi-
leges,50   F[orn a SNM point of view, they took side in de civil war and con-
sequendy sons clashes occuned between Isaaq guerrillas and these militias.
Thus the SNM camot be blamed alone for the mounting polarization in the
North between Isqu and nob-Isaaq.5L     On the contrny, its leaders tried on
many quasious to reach a modus vivendi with the other cleus as its fu)itful
coopendon with the lire in Leyada and Seila' tends to demonstrate.

Even if Ogaadeen movements and Isaaq SNM were in the future sue-
cessfully  amalgamated  (o[  any  other  fomula  of coopemtion),  this  auinnee
nrightpevehndtomaintain:thequestionofself-deternintionofdieOgaden
regionwillconeoutonedny,anditisbelievedthatlsanqleadersnurtLnelittle
interest for the pan-Somali issue.   Moveove[, it is said that the SNM already
reached an ag[eement with Ethiopian Head of State according to which a fu-
tue SNM govemnient would recognize the Ethiopian sovereignty on this re-

gionandwourarecoverth€Haudand"ReservedAreas"inexchange.52
It seeflis that another major poin( of disngnement was the question of

the hadership in the future organization.   According to private testinonies on
the autocratic style of `Abdillchi Yuusuf, it is understandatile that SNM lead-
eTs did rot want to join the SSDF without gunmntees for their political repre-
senfation and their influence on decision-making: abou( three months after the
ambiguous agreement of Cletober 7,  1982 `Abdillaahi crowed that he was de-
temined to keep his position by any means when he anested thirty SSDF of-
ficiats(maintyex-memberBoftheSWPandtheSDrobecausetheydemanded
Acoounfabirtyfromhisleedership.53

Lest but not the least, coping with a segmented scoiety. the demo-
cmtic mle of the majority ballot,is of little help: no clan will accept for a long
time to be treated as a minority within a arty or a region, even when it seems
to be actl]ally the case.   'Ihe Hawiye who left the SNM to form the USC in
Januny1989,provideuswithagoodexampleofsuchanattifude.

Nevertheless, flot all of the Hawiye left the  SNm some elements-
particularly among  these who joined the Movement in November  1988  and
doing so quit the desperately immobile SSDF- 5Lill believe that a united tram-
sclanic oppasition is needed and that the SNM is in a position to achieve iL
Some remain in between. like Mchammad Farch Jim'aale, still a merhha of
SNM  Cenml  Committee.  but  also  promoeed  last  June  to  the  Executive
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Committee  Of  the  USC- the  mmber  two   on   a   list  of  thirteen  people.
Apparendy he expected the quick in|ilementation Of &n umb[em front to unite
the two Q[ganizatious but rm such dcdsion has Come out yet.

Devastating Corlsequences

The lack of even an unbrelh organization which could coordi-nato
hath the militaty opemtion and the external communications of the fimts to-
weds  Som]i civilians  and foreigners  is weakening  the  Opposition.    Public
opinion in Westen counties is a heavy weapon. as the SNM fim]ly recog-
nized.   Ever since the release of repons froin Amesty international, Human
Rights Watch and others, detailed himan rights abuses in Somalia, the lobdy-
ing Of this organization in Washington and elsewhere has become much more
efficient than ever before.   Its inpact woiild probably be higher if the qppesi-
lion could speck with a single voice,

There is no obvious consensus between opposition forces on the futine
of Som&lin, no conimon proposal for a political solution including all Somalis
in  the  event  that Mahammd  Slycad  relinquishes  voluntarily  the  power  or
mannges to flee secretly.  Nevertheless, many argue that all agreement ought to
be urgently set ap to prevent an extension of the civil war.

No  evidence  has  been produced  yet  to  indicate  that  the  compcting
fronts are toady to shne power tomorrow.  It is cedeinly not of the interes( of
die Western Powus which bacled Mahanmad  Siyand fume during  the last
decade to abandon him when there is no governmental alternative.

Disunity delays eventual victory.   Many Somlis who are not mem-
bers of (he clans supporting one or another Of the fighing fronts are not willing
to join,  even  though  diey  dislike Mchanrmnd  Sfyaad's  dictatorship.    hay
clans  (from  Dir,  Digil  or  Rahanweyn)  are  not  involved  in  Bay  opposition
front54 because they do not expect anything from a change limited to govern-
mental circles: they suffered from the poli(ical domimtion of the three major
clan fini]ies  either during  die civilian legine or under Mahannnd Siyaed
Bane's rule.   Whether they ue rich( or wrong when saying that Srmq SSDF.
USC and others  are  bashally  tribal-minded,  is  a  mther rhetorical question  :
disunity sLirely fuels their stand.   It seems  that the judgement fonnuhated ty
4fr.ca  C'on/idenfz.aj  in  1983  is  still  accunte  :  'Until  now  Bane's  greatest
sdength has been the wealness of his opponents."55
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Vague pditical prograus

The comenstone of the opposition fronts' programs is the call for the
removal Of the present regime and the return to full democracy, in the words of
the SNh4 "bunding of a democmtic and Constitutional system of government
consistcat with the cultunl end religious belies of the mtion"   ; "the estab-
lishment of a natioml-democtatic system of government and the solution of
the  matter  Of power  in  the  service  of national  democratic  and  progressive
forces"57  in SSDF langunge.  For the USC too, "the objectives and aims of the
ptryactherestontionofhumnrightsanddenocmticlibertiesoftheSomali
citizen  [and  the  establishment  of I  a  democratic  rystem  and  institutions.`'58
The SSDF seems to edvonte a new version of Somali socialism- without using
the word, ul calls for ''mtional-democrac]r' but dues not mention the usual
elements of a paliameneuy tegime- i.e.  free elcotions and multipartism.   The
other two openly  support a `'restomtion"  of a  Western-style democraey, with
reference (in one doc`ment) to the Anerfean presidential system in die case of
the S".

However, available texts indicate a prucity c.f thinhig about fut`ne
institutions  and  the  specific  problems  induced  by  the  implementndon  of
demacmey in die Somali social environmem  For example, how will they take
into account,  in a plunlist prrliamenfary system, the pervasive influence of
clan loyalties?   This  question divides  itself in two  main  issues  :  the  risk of
frogmenfation of the mtion in microstates, and the ability of de political ays-
ten to protect the legitimate interests Of the different clans.  On the first print,
theSNMputstheprineipleof"protectionofdeunityofthepcopleandlandof
Somaha"  at  the  top  Of its  objectives  and  peposes  an  origiml  instientional
scheme:  "The eystem of governlnent will be unitary and national with strong
powers, ppeisely decland in the Constitution, vested upon lower governments
such as regioml governments, and with the peaple having the power to elect
the central govemlnent and lower govemmenls in a free, legal and verifiable
muner."59   Tn]ly spedig, it is closer to de British decentndized eystem, for
example. than to any lied of federalism.  Yet liule is said about the n`im.bet of
regions (if more lhan four or five, the regions would not be able to play any
significant role in eeonemic development. pecisely their main function), the
rights of eL minority elm within a region domimted by another Inore numerous
one (clearly an &laming prospect for the Godrbiirsay), and also the fclatious
between  the  central  govem[nent  repesentativesco    in  the  regions  and  the
elected lout bodies (a source of conflict in a `initaly state).   Ch the second
point, the  SNM fom`ih renmins obscure:   "The   enactment of political re-
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aponsibilrty will be based on collective decision-making with the par(icipation
of the eldes of various social groui]ings of the society and the religious schol-
ars."6l    18 it to say that the mditional sfu.rs (counils) of chin elders would be
granted a share of the legislative power by virtue of the Constitution or else be
eystenatically consulted upon specific mttors?   Thfus, the SNM proposds for
the renewal of the political institutions, the most fomalized among these dis-
clased dy oppositions fronts up to now, are not totally convincing.

Regarding the economic crisis and new solulons to be brought in, the
|>icture is even more disappointing : "The economic management of the coun-
tl]r will comprise the public sc€tor... and de private sector ..., coopeming to-

gether and serving in hrmony for the advancement of die people."62    Except
for a reminiscence of "self-sufflciency of the people" but without any proposed
stratc"r to attain this goal. there is more wishful thindng than concrete pro-
pusals.  The economic and financial tumoil is however as serious as the politi-
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tion"  between  Ethiopia  and  Somalia  which  "are  tied  together  by  bonds  of
common intetests and iusepanble distiny which fully benefit the pcoples of
both mtious."64

When I hear a USC activist chin that the Hawiye chn-family tepe-
sents two thirds of the pepulation so the ballot will automatically give its MPs
a srmg majority in the |iarlianent, I wonder how other Somalis would wet-
come  such an attitude,   Has  any progress  been achieved in clan mentalities
dLiring the thirty years Of independent Somalia?  The same Comment could be
mede on a statement by an SNM suppotter who admitted that the umnimous
wick of his tribesmen was self-government- i.e. n]le over de lsanq populated
regions by isaeq officials- for their o`m  sake,  whatever the  goveminent  in
Mogadishu should be.  These `'misguided" feelings tend to demonstrate that the
mobilization of the opposition forces in Somlin today is fueled by chn chau-
vinism mush lno[e than 1]y appealing political programs.   It is hard not to re-
gard this as a failure of the fronts' leadership.

As a famous Somali intellectual convincingly puts it : ''These
serious wecknesses are partyr due to the naive belief that the demise of GenemL
Bane's n]le will automatically usher in a buoyant economy  and  demoontic
pofities.  This is compounded by an imbility to envisage a coherent theory of
mobilization and renewal."65     This howeva calls for tow comments  :  First,
die author refers inplicidy to nmrxist pamdigm as a frome for the `'creation of
a set of powerful ideas", but i( is doubtful that any hind of socialist ideology is
likely  to  be &ccepee>d by  these  who suffered  from  Slyand Bane's  "scientific
scoialism".    Sceondly,  I  am    not  sure  that  the  historical  record  shows  so
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obviously that ideas are tine mo(ive to pull the masses into action; a political
ideology he more to do with symbols than with rationd ideas produced by so-
cial   scientist.   'Ihose   who   mediate-let   us   call   them   "urhanised   petty
bourgeoisie"  to  please  this  author+etween  intellectual  chboration  and  the
masses alvys tdst the ideas to fit their our interest as orgarizatioml- and
later state- ruling e|ites.66

Contradictory Terrderwies

Ek]th SSDF and SNM are divided  into competing  factions with very
different  ideological backgrouiids.  h the case of the SSDF, it flcarly led to the
complete oblitemtion of the group.  Despite the consc.lidation of Silanyo's po-
sition in the  1987 Congress, underground competition, as I understand, is still
severe  inside  the  SNM,    ''Though  it  is  dominated  by  religious  dcetrinaires
aslamic fundrmentnlists, isaaq supemacists and regioml sepamtists), its lead-
ership is composed of people with opposing ideologies", as A/}jca Confdsnfi.4J

portrayed the SNM in 1983.67    The picture has evolved since Ahmed Silanyo
took  over  SNM  chairmanship  in  1984,  but  fractious  are  still  there.    "Both
groups are a mixture of ideological elements, often pulled apart by individual-
istic and potty capitalist values. Islamic fundrmenfalism, divisive clanism, and
even impulses of social demcoraey.''68    The Islamic funchmentalist wing got
its   share   with   the   ''General   Hinciples``   of   SNM   Coustitutious   :   ''The
Coustimtion shall be based on Islamic Sharin"  (Art.  1), Somali traditiomL law
will apply except when "contrary to the Islamic Sharia" (Art. 3), the SNM flag
will bear as an inscription the first surat of Quran in Arabic (Art. 10).  After the
1984  Congress,  the  inplementation  of  "an  intensive  Islamic  Ptogratnme
through which it will effectively instruct its Mujahids in Islamic teachings and
practices" was one Of the eight `Shor( TemL 0bjectives' of the Movement.  h
1987. this was replaced in the official progmm by a mention among the duties
of SNM during the amed str`iggle, of "the enhancement of the Islamic religion
and   its   implementation."       This   seerns   to   clearly   indicate   that   visible
Fundementalists' influence69   inside SNM stnicture has decreased-   Lot neces-
sarily within de membership.

Of co-, Islam remains the religion of nearly all  Somalis atid the
SNM still edvc"tes a "coustitutiorml responsibility" of the future Somali gov-
emment in "the developmetit of  ... islamic religion and the implementation  of
itspractice-astatusofreligionofthestatetha(Islamahadyenjoys,butitwill
appear mther as a rhetoric reference, as it was in the two previous regimes, if
the rest of the political progmm is effectively inplemented.

Howeve[, ideological struggle is not necessarily the only force for di-
vision  :  for exanLple,  it is not totally  clear whether Abdulkadir Kosal Abdi's
faction which took the upper hand in the SNM in November 1983, was advo-
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eating a more pro-marxist oriented poliqr, possibly to win a sfronger hacking
from Litya and Ethiopia,  or simply  looting  for a better shame  for his  o`mi
Haber Yinis  sub-clan7°  ,  well represented  in  SNM guerrillas  at  a  time  the
leadership was domimted ty members of Hcher Awal.   Similarly, the long-
standing challenge of Silanyo's lcedership by Ibrahim Meygag Samatar (an ex-
minister of Slyaad  too  and  the  official  representative  of the  SNM  in North
America)7l   may reflect eidiet the apimtion of  his feuow chansnien Qlaber
Awol)  or en  altemfitive political  orientation- allegedly  supponing  future  sc+
cession of the Noth.  'Ihe clan segmentation d}mrmics and the ideological dis-
putes ere two combining factors in the intricate politics of the SNM. an organi-
2ration which appears to us as an aggregate of minorities.72    The USC is aplit
up alike along elm lines `when it comes to leaderchip iss`ies and it is question-
able whether this organization will be able to inobilize the Abgal- one of the
major Hawfye  clans- since  its  chaiman  and  several  Executive  Committee
mdrffiw¥\:L{euntoonfa8keth:a¥cr£!:I.humanpsychologr:someob-
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chaiman- and Silanyo.  Wardhiigley had been elected Vice-Chairman of SNM
at the  1984 congress, a gesture intended to show SNM leaders' willingness to
make  a  political  ovemne  towards  the  Hawiye.    However,  the  tow  leaders
disagree on many points and Sihoyo might have perceived Wdrdhiigley as a
memcing challenger.  The rivalry came to the point that the latter was ousted
of the SNM executive in 1987.73

Ideology as a means Of power

Being  htge  coalitious  which  bring  together  politicians  of  different
backgrounds and also civil servants and soldiers who are neophytes in politics,
the opposition fronts have to put aside ideological  disputes,   This  is not un-
usual.  But ves the SSDF really fl.ee to choose its political orientation when it
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return to "full democratic rule."  Later on when the SSDF emenged. the sochl-
ist rhetoric prevailed in the Front speeches.   How chould we understand the
mther  rcoent  allegiance  of  this  rmvemen(  to  Western-style  democmcy?    It
scenLs   to   me   that   a   political   set   of   ideas   (sometimes   ''democracy"   or
"socialism" or "Islamism" eta...) is nothing more for many opposition activists

than a useful tool in the power stniggle. rather similar to  Siyaad Bane's atti-
tude.  The contmdictory statements in the programs of the various fronts might
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also  have something  to  do  with the nceessity  of pleasing  foreign supporters
from opposite ideological stands.

tote specifically, how shou.ld ue understand that some brilliant lead-
ers of the opposition who now seem to be sincerely dedicated to "democracy",
"human  rights"  and  "free  ballot`'.  had  previously  served  under  Mchammed

Sfyaad's regime during the 70'8 as ministers, diplomats or in other high-ranking
pasitious?  Did they really have to wait for six to twelve years to find oiit that"socialist"  Somalia was not, by  any sfanda[d, a genuine democmtic country?

hdeed everybody has a right to change his opinion at any moment but p`ibnc-
not necessarily  einphatic- self-criticism is still awaited to  nim the mounting
tide  of  skepticim within  the  Somali  youth  regnding  the  ability  of  these
politicians to oestore froedom and demeemey in Somalia, a task which requires
not only imagimtive institutions but also a sincere adherence of political elites
to the coffesponding values.74

At least, according to many observers, the commitmen( of the SNM to
Westenrtyle democracy seems more credible since it manages to fouow the
niles established ty its o`mi constitution75  for the allocation of power. and ex-
ercises a kind of control over its leaders : according to my sources. changes in
its leadetship I)esulted from a majority vote inside its reguhr institutions, with-
out a deadly feud.76    The local bmnches abroad regularly elected their com-
mittees nd delegates to the different congresses but liule is horn about the
implemenfation   of  democraey   within   SNM   smct`ne   either   in   Ethiopia
(militry  bases)  or  in Northern SoilLalia.    The  "Mujahid's  CousLitution"  pro-
vides the lcaderchip with au the means to impcLse its pcople and its decision in
the name of security requirements (Art. 38 (d) and (c), Art. 39 (d), Alt. 40 (d).
The  very  |>recisely  described  and  apparently  coherent  architecture  of  the
Movemenl the creation of an intem&l justice system and financial con(col are
given evidences of the commitment of the SNM to "the rule of the hw."

When it comes to human rights, however, the record of this organize-
tion might appear much darker  :  killings  of civilians were reported not only
when the SNM attacked the refugee camps in the Norfu but also in various sit-
uatious. when its guerrillas murdered nylum Seekers fleeing from conflict ar-
eas for the sole reason diat they wcne not lsanq.77   It will be mther diffioul( for
a movement chiming for nan.ond libemtion to justify such abuses.  Movcover,
people from other clan will hardly find thetnselves  eneounged  to join the
SNM if it emerges that its political and military chiefs ne not able to confrol
their   guer[illas   and   contain   the   growing   Isaeq   chauvinism   within   the
`"ujahidin."78   'rhere were also some allegations of |]u[ges in the mnks of its

guendlas on the nders of the Chaiman79 , but all SNM officials I could in-
terview denied these exeeutious and brought in plausil)le explamtions.

To appear as a convincing political alternative, a liberation movenLent
needs  also  a  step-by-step  stmtegy  for  the  tmusition  to  democracy.    This  is
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maybe even mcd.e impomnt than a clear vision of the future or an unanbigu-
ous ideological posfute.  At the present tine, the opposition has not gone very
far in such a diREtion, at least in its public strtements : little more than ashig
the Somali president to have power.

To be fair, however, the fmal section of the progmln of SNM calls for
the establishment of 8 "fronsitioJml administration ... for a maxinLum period of
two  years  ...  which  will  lead  the  country  in  the  process  of  elimimrfug  the
legaey  of  difficulties  inherited  from  the  dictatorial  rystem"  and  set  up  the
dcmacratic institution.   h other words, the people are requested   to fully en-
trLrst the  SNM  for managing  the  tmnsition  to  democraey.  for wha( many  of
them will certainly not be prepared. eapechlly if the current disunity still pe-
vails.   'Ihe USC rdvocates  '`the establishment of a national democratic gov-
ernment in the transitioml period following  die overthrow of the dictatorial
regime. that shall hold free and fair elections within a year."80   Nothing is said
about the composition of a tmnsitiotml cabinet which is supposed to introduce
now legislations on many important subjects (a reform of the judicial system,
the futiire constitution, the status of political parties etc„.).

Who would be alloved to participate in the planned general elections?
How  to implement such a delicate process  in a  country  completely  disorga-
nized?  How would they prevent a rigged ballot at a tine there is no credible
data about potential voters?   Would they recognize or ban political groupings
based on clans?   What would be the gunrantees given to individuals who are
not armiated to the wirmers' clan-family?

These are a few of the basic ques(ions to which the main opposition
fronts should give an answer if they want first, to rally most of Somali intellec-
tuals and educated elites and then to mobilize the masses.  If they fail, another
alternative  force which has remained  lai.gely  underground  until  now,  totally
different in  its  ideology  as  well  as  in  its  structine,  might  arise  from inside
Somali society, with a clear identity- mdical Islamism- and a definite project :
die establishment of an Islamic state whose constitution would be  the Quran
and the SLmm, its ruling class the community of sheeldis and ulemas.8l    This
would sanction the eventual failure of Sormli apposition fronts and thus of the
whole political class.

NOTES

'1adoctedthcofficia[Sormllothogmprty.excep.forthcuseOfhinstcadofxulilrfudOfc,to

facililale the zeding for Wes*em schohzs.  However. the names of the Somali authms qucted in lhis
article have tefained  the original spelling  used at (he tine of the fist pinting.    Mogadishu  and
Hafgeisa  telah thdr conventional  5pellin8  ln  the  Weslem  press.    Following  eeltain  moles.  in
parenlhesls, aoo the Somali ndlmaneG for these people.
2Thlsar(lelewa6whtteninmid-Novcnber1989.
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fro scope of this stLKly  `yill be nesthcted to the three most well-known onganizEtions:  lhe Sormli
Nadonal Movez[Lmt, the Solmu SatvAlioiL DenLocintic Frmt and the United Somah Congnes.
4hpariouhr.theticopsofAbdiLhahiTuosuf(intervievofopponmls,Zbds,Ll/02rs8).

SLewis "` A Modern History Of Sondie: Nation and Scats iT\ the Ham Of Africa. Bo`\lde\ Cat..

Westtdev Ples5. 1988. p. 246.  Mmy ]saaq und Hawiye that I lmervievred blamed (he Mjeedm for
nctussc.ch.ingoffioersflomodierclansinthlsattenptedonip.
6see Af iiha cord denial 25|oni82 one 8peig2.
7 C`reated in [ulon qL Ap]il 6. 1981 by about 500 eriled SomaJi. incLudln8 former any officers,

ndnrfersaf.ddiploimts®redonlnantlylsaaq).theSNMre5L)hin8fmmthcamaLgamtimof8
chadesLinemovenentwhichhndoriginaledh.heABbimpminsuhaandlhepomcalwingOf
Somu comondties h Elritain  Its head office is in lmdon  The SNM tras imugurated during 8
sevelL dry coiifermne. Oc.ober L3£O.  L981, attended by delega(cs fomL Sandi Arabia, Ab`i I)abl.
Qata[, SwedefL and the United Kingdom.
8See a sununrty:  .Sormlia:  G-rats RA cftyt-. ]4rrl.ca CoA/!dendal. v. 29, NO L9, 23pe/88.

9Ahmed I. Sa"t8r, SacirA.isf SomaA.a..   Jzhe®n.a a,nd Jha/I'ry, Lndon and New lei5ey, Indifute for

AfdcafL Altermtives, Zed Books Ltd.1988. p.  L54 note 41,
L°BchgthefiBstongani2edopposltia(Lforoetotheregime,accordingtoou[sourcc=.theexistenceOf

SODAF Was dischsed by sons of its founding members in AugList  1977.   It gatheed togcther ex-
civil  servants  opposed     to   Siyaad's  dictatoninip  and   disappointed  by  the  somlled   .Sormli
Revolution- LA/n.can Conemporwry Ja;cord J977L7€. 8 390],  First based in Rome tim in Nalrobl.
the  Froi.t nomlmeed  us  General  Secretary  Usrman  Nuur 'Ali  (QonQD;  and  Tsmaan  Mahamuiid,
rmiiister for Justlcc, labour and Religivis Amlit; during the civilian govermerit, also plesidenl of
Mogndichu's  C.A.S.S.  unil his depamLre in  L977.  Umar Hasaan Mahamuud  (Stchine)  in Abgal.
myor of Mog8dichu from  L969 to  L969, jelled fDDzn  1969 to  1975, then in erile in Rome, was the
Chajman.  Mahamul Gene BLmi. mber8idir, Secretary Of State for Commerce ibL de first cannct
of the mjlitry regin¢ rpm November  L969 to July  L3.  1970 served as Foreign Affilc Secretary.
SODAF hcluded  ulro  exrdi|.tolmts  of Slyaed's  regina  like  'AbdlnhmauL  Satin Ahmed  and  a
fomLeT a]hb©dcb. to  KenytL.  IIuseen Haaji `All Dualeh,  who  dofeded  publicly in Jalmary  1978
LA:Pia. CoAtempoxpry JZBcord J977- 7:re 390].    nc Minister of Educatim within the fro( cabinet
forDnd afha (he coup Oe resigned at the sane time as Mahamiiud Gelle Elmi), HasaafL 'Ali rmTrch

qujeer(eca) was Aha a founding  lnember of SODAF.   Some observes belie`re that the SODAF
collapsed  h  July   L977  [Ahned  I.  Sa"fu.  (1988).  p.   140].     Most  probably  it  merged  widi
'AbdlLrml Yuusurs gtcop in (he beglndng Of Fchmry L979 (despite the dinpproul Of this unlm

by its OcneraL Sccttry).  Sondi Salvatin Fml (SOSAF) [somea.mag tssF' or tsJIF| rms the name
Of (ho [Low onganlz.lion aimed to bmden the opporitin to (he regime [Wrccfty Jbvl.cn/,  16~2r9].
§one prowhent ncmbcrs Of SODAF excoutive entcoed in the SOSAF.  Colond 'Abdillmhi Tuusuf
becatzie Dcprty  GenemL  Secretary in  chatge  of military  opemtioms.  so  .hat  he  could  atmct new
disddcut  officers  Of Somali  Any;  S.edine  vvas ancther Deprty  Genml  SecmTy;  de  pot  Of
Oennd Secretary was offered to the popwhr M`islafa Hae# Nuur assaq).   He `iras B well-inovm
specke[ for Rndio Mogndis]ul umlL 1969, then fo. the BBC.  11 was expected tnt his audimce in .he
country would hag to mLly popular "ppod; Mgivca Corfemjromry itecord J97& 79. 8 379),  Mirse
lsha Farah. a pnewlous unbassador h Calro also jcined the SOSAF.  'AbdilLchl becalne pb3sided of
the rmvement h 1980 [Le «ondc, 8/04rfl 1].
I LTh£ SWP `]ras a 8.Pup Of pe¢onmunlsl lnteuectunls csqblished in Aden and Led ty Sa~rid Jaim

Huseen. Slyaad's comctine oounseLLo[ for ldcology.
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'2The  DFrs  88thered  togedie[  dissidents  from  the  left  Of  the  govc-I  SRSP.  led  by
'Abdinhmmn Aydiid Ahmed ohunnhante, Pbesideni Of Mqgndishu Uriverdty unil 1976, mcmha

Of  SRSP'8  CenlmL  CbmDitlee  in  1976  md  Secrcfary  Qf the  Ehau  for  Fordgn  Affilrs,  ELcting
rmnister for Forelen Arfuis fmm April  1976 till July 27Lh,  1977, a|ipcheed Governor of Centnd
Shebeuc on 3l/on/8).
]3SeeA/naBCoRfderfu/,-Somath:OfEhe'smking'.v.23.NO18.8/09/1982,fo-
'.SeeThelndianoccanNe\.Isles€er.8|ro|88.pi4.

15Dwid D. hitin. Said S. Samatar, Sondja..   "rfuA in 5carcA a/a Stole, EtouLder, Col ajndon.

EfigLand). Westview Press (GoweD,1987. I).91.
]6AclrcuhrlecerdetedAugust23,1975andagnedbySiyandorderedinparrfuh[the.rmsferQf

all afficus and civil semnls pas(od in the resin of OallEa'ayo quudng) who wee hob lhae, (he
•prnishand' of the tradezs and businesmen hostile to the Govemmenl and  all lnecased coofrol

from the lrmL bmnches of tlie 8ecutty appetatus {poLiee. amry and the NSS), in what appears to be
an official c8mpalgn against the people Of the Mudug  regiqu  whom Slya8d accused Of being  .by
birth cormitLed to tritalJstlc thinking~.  See A/rl.ca Con/dei.hal vol 16, NO L9, 26/og/1975.
L7FromintcwiewswlthsevemlSNMoffidal&WhenaskedwlytheSNMwasndtryingfocxqnd

its operations in .he south in order to finally Seize the c8|iinl. dtey auswend that every .qfro. has to
libclBte its o`m area. thus the Hawiye am in chnge Of the Bermdir and Hiiraan regime.  I(owever.
Silanyo conslanlly repeated tit the otiective `iras to Libente the wlioLe c-try and overlhow the
curut  reglne  (for  example  in  Paris  Last  June,  see  77]g  /ndfan  ocean  Wewckaer,   NO  387.
17ro6/1989. and also the press release of SNM U.K. Office, .4ppeds ® rhe  Unl.cod wh.our.'   " a«
Sonralis:  and ce all frierlds Of the Somali People,\`-I.B 1988).
'8Fo[anrmadfromthebushtherdrltimagainstthccenmLgo`unnentisvcry6imlla[to(heprsl

intepeLarL foods.   An isaaq will he mote easuy mohilized while riouting  .Daarcod Ad-~ lndcad
Of  -Down  with  the  dictatochl|)'.     is  an  oppositierL  movemen.  however  entitled  to  fuel  and
manlpulat¢ Such a feeling in order to vinL a broader audieTLce?
)9Robert Gersony, ans`illan|  Bureau for Refugee Pto8nms, Deparfuenl Of §fate.  Pfty Sondis

Flee:    Synwheds  If ^ccounes  Of Cotypict  ExpeTienee  in  Northerrl  Somalia  Ivy  Sord;  Rrfugees.
I)ipAaced Ft„s]oro and  Orders.  August  L989, typescdpt.  pp.  60iL.   The fact the. in.  Gcrsony
pelsomLly conducled a field zescarch af nearly three months in SormLia. E(hiopia and  Kenya md
interviewed two b`indred and fiifty refugees md disphocd persons directly affected by the confllct
gives vtigivt to his findings.
2°Sce for emmple. A.meaty htermtionL Sondha..  A Zone-r„m Hqman J8.gAne Crisis. Aumerty

ditematimal niuncations, Sap.ember 1988. Sorfu/I.a..  /mprisoiLmem a/Afcmbers a/ihe Jscog C`ha
sjnee  Pud-1988. AL.I Decon!be. \988., Human R}ghas Abuses and Civil mar in the North:   A repor.

from  the  U.S.  General ^ccoundr.g  Office.  Affroa\ Wouh. Ifty 26.  1990, Soiral.ia`.   ,in  Uj.dele  on
Huiran Riehls Dcvctopments since Midululy, ^£riss\ Ws\&ch Sep&eaha 12. \989.
2]AlthoughitbeganbackinFcbnrary1982whhtheunfairlriaLinHaTgehaOfagroupOftwenty

(thirty according to some other sources) medical daeors, cl`ru servants md businesmen mcinbers
Of a commmity organization engaged h selfhelp prQjects [See Amiiest)I htermtionaL. Some/ia:  A
ZApng-I.in J/pman fa.gAE5 Crisis, p. 26; ilfica Evcms, 'Grieve Oio Ettoved City.. htry  L987 p.  10;
Saeed Sheikh Mchrmme4 .Siyad's Vendeon Agailist the Norfu., Wcw A/n.carry Squber 1987 p.
21;  I,ewis I.M. A  Wederm  Hisory  a/Some;in,  (1988).  p.  252+253].  It went  on  with  lhe b"faL
ropmsslon of demms(mlioms in the predonlmutly Zsaaq towns in  L982,  L983 and  1984 ordezed ty
GenrmL  MaJummad  IIaashi  Gani  OrBrechrm),  accompanied  by  I€peated  curfews  &zid  militry
blochdes which provcked food supply prot.lezus in I[aTgeisa md Burao.  Thus. (he Drost cowhchg
evidence Of a planned per5ecutin is probably given dy the secnet repon dated January 23,  19€7,
senftoMbgrdlshilbyGenrmLMorgrn.fitthattlnesoctorcommandantofthoNolthvratzegierL(See
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the coBmul  of A. Gnaleld.  .Somalia's later of Death-.  ^hn.7 A/n.can. July  1987;  7bc  ZTnes.
-So"bmilifaryuntoobmerateclanasBaneen,fades-.July2,L987).

22seehitinndSamalar.(1987).p.93.

23AbdiShdE-Abdl..SormuI)issldefdsJnBthlopia.,ffomo/J1/ir`ca.v.3.MOS.19sO,p.51.

24See HLLwh A. mLhaq. .nrfuhoti of lmd and Psyche h Sormli Socicty-, Jrom a/A/n.ca. v. 3.

NO4(1980).P.20.ThfactthfitthoSSDFfoughlwlththeE(hiapinamyaBalns.theSomallafmy
on many occasinus hue alvAys been ci:nielzed.  The SNM mnde the 5ane mis(ate in Feb"ary  1987
[7ife Jndhan occod J/cwdedter. NO 270, 2 I/02rs7; Ncw4ftcaD APEL 1987].
25LriLifL nd sa"taT. (1987). p. 93.

26MM.AbdL~PatriaiimForWThm?-.Afr.caEvcrfe.June1987.p.3?.

27Everi  Abdl  Sheik-Abdi  aclmourledgcs  rLov  thiit  8dng  to  mhiapia  was  prbably  de  mo6l

rmvenlen(wryto§tarLaguedlla`]raragainstSlyaed(frmLacmveffitimhAllanfa.I/lLre9).
2SR. oquteld- a sometime ad`ha af lhe SolmH Go`rcmmml for Foredgr Affiir- cane to the sane

conclirim  See hls papqu .Jxp Roctg Of Stife-, mc Afidace &p June 1988. pp. 1oi3.
29Sce:   .Secrel ABTeemenl on Ogadca-.  7*e Jhdio»  Ocean ffci.deaer, 28/05/88.   A press fehafre

frm de WSIJ7 isnd in Mogadirfu on April 4,  1988 rdfcted Ogandeen activids' fcars af having
ben sold out try  Stryd:    .WS[J]  who is the sole lcpesermlve of Wcstem  SomLI People has
almdy meed lhat pcacc will never pDewhL in the cegim while Weslem Somll PcopLo att> Eaverilig
(sLe) under de coloninLlst Elhloria.   WSIT dechoes the. the join communlquo rdcased dy de two
6ldes on 3A.88 md the bihtetaL agneneai( signed h Mogadlsho on the above date d©.t concezn
the  cane  of  Wcstem  Somlla„.Article   I   h  the  a8reemed  (.Integrty  and   Soverdgrty  Of
Abysslnh|:   WSu] will na. and does not recognize the somued integrty Of Ethiopian Empire as
far as it colonizes the Western SomLl people and many other nmimaLiths .... D is very unfominde
that  the  Mo8adidr  dechmtlon  which  bag  been  Issued  by  the  Joint  CbnLBilttee  die  nct  s(udy
thoroughly(de)coreprobLemofthereglonwhlchisthocausooftheWestemSormlipaple.`(7be
sqnd a/ ppzz7 on the Wogndisho I)cc4ndon, pegs rehase of the WSIJ]. Mogadiin 12rtypq.
Thls un us also distdbu.ed in hams in mrfucts of the main ciaes Of Somalia.  The mctim Of the
Ogndcn IJJrmtin Nptlmal F]onl (ONLF), i diridenee of the WSIJ7 founded in ^ugua  L985  (its
eristoco was disclird h the Spring Of I?86 and ds flBst evLgress was held in Cypms from I IJ5
Augus( 1987) and hard in Kiiwch was mLich neto hit(er:  lfs hades condemned the ageemeot and
edddzed Slynd for abndulng of the O8adezL fndmaL cause [6ee Zbe Indian ctcan Ivrfezfrr,
NO 328.  L6prrs8, and also an interesting &mLysls:  -Braking Out.. AJh.ctz fven®, September 1987,
pp. 50+I.
3°he blndy represin (about LOOO deadis f[oz]L street killings` night ro`ind ups md exec`itim as

wdl) has thrown au the major clans hto the civil war.  Aooording lo L Greenfleld (-Somalia slides
into chaos..  J\fro ,I/}rfu November  1989]. a brealrfu`Irn Of the `rmms ty  -eduric`  (de) odgh
clearly demaoLane6 .wldespmd oppritlm to the reane..
3lljde ls -hot the Sondi islamle Mmremeni allegedly cleated on May 9.  1986.   Many
observers befievc dtat lt is led by a handful of popilar young shakhs educated in the Sudenese
BByFin and Saudl isbqic urdvefal(leg.  Sev€pL Of then wete armed . few hours bofote the ricks
in]ted nd this event ulglit hlv® angaed thd[ followas.   The hind Of de MovQmmt is posfroly
Sheath MdrDnd RA'allin Hasam. . Bndunto fuDm lu-^zhar tut the nglmo has pef8eev.ed
she late L974 0e was dctalnd h prison from 1974 to 1982 and from 1986 to Last M4rd).  A Press
Sagpfl€rf "fl  So"A.  Zszaulc  Wovenicn.  ves  released  h  A|xiL  1987.    Thl8  tch  Dmtioned  a
'SupfenneOundroflheSIMwhichEuppasedlycoweed8ccrdtyinMo8adichiifromAErilL5thto

23rd,1987,t"t1aDifutsureOfltsautheaidelty.TheSIMissaldtohavrenLoformlstoicane.yet,hit
itotivlauslybenrfusfrooLthenctwckOfutbanmasquea
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32See for cmmule the coungeous Open Jccer to SomaJisr Schodrrs, from Said S.  Salmur.  April

24th. 1989.
33ScetheWeniyont7Tmgs.~So"uAmySaidtoKiLl5.000Uz-edGviJJus.,9/Dg/89.

34AhadetnycottOfaChamLCtondtteemectinginI)ireDa`]raiinLateJanuary1983tytheleftlst

opposilion.  'Abdillaehl  Yuusuf amated  thirty  Of bin  adversaries.  Induding  Executive  CoBrmipce
members. minly from the fomer SWP. like Jam Salah and SDLF Iike 'AbdilJaahi 'AbdinLhrman
ainky).  b the congtess held two weelB hle[ .Abdiltaen Y`iusuf Was te{lected chai-md filled
the Executive asmndue widi loyal soppor.as.   However, under the preanrs Qf Ethiopim and
ljbyanleders,hewascompelledtomLcasehisoppormlsandtocaLlanothercqupeinNovemtref
ln order to find a compromise.   Some of these alTcsted came back in the new cunndltee but de
power slr`IggLe still went on [See i4/n.cad  CoAjdemfo/. v. 24, N0  L5.  20ro7„3  and v.  24, NO  24.
3Q/I I/83].   The fouowing year. 'Abdlrchman Aydiid Ahmed and ishr Haaji Mcha-nnd Huseon
were chat in the SSDF Office in "re Dawq on the order af 'Abdillaalii Yutnd [Ahmed I. Samtar.
1988, p.  155].  Meanwhile, unrfunies amse in scvecal SSI)F camps in ogaderL and about 600 fighters
seized this opportunity to cone back to SormLin and take edvaiitage Of a pdaldatial antrty.   At
the sane tiing many SSI)F Officials left for edie ahead.   The last SSDF nilitry Bids on Somali
tebltoty.  afror  a  lm8  bmaL  were  menfiotied  in  Febluny  and  htry  1987  (7be  JndhaA  Ocean
N.mudeaer, NO 271. 28ro2/87 nd NO 281, 9m5„7].
35See`Btry8loftheSSI)F-.IvgwA/n.canFebr]iaryJcO7.p.23.Theauthortry§enphasisonthe

t`mOfEthiopinford8DpolkywhichtanetothefrompagewhenMerLgisfuandSiyudBanemei
in I]jiboul on Jrmiary  16,  1986:   to disband the SSDF vas accordingly a p"atsite for a peace
asreemenl  with  Sormlla.    Although  this  factor  eettainly  played  a  role.  it  is  doubtfln  tut  (he
miopians voulA have dismnlLed a good bargaining inrfument so quickly lf they had nut ben
chLiged to do 5o, dlie to the emtic bchavio[ Of the SSDF chaiman.  The fact that the SNM remained
free`oopemteasbeforcunliLApril1988indicatesthatMengistuwusnotveyeagertomcctSiyaed'8
de-ds,
¥Seq 9o\ ouur\pLe. tl\R ho±1ct..   SSDF Smlggiv and Socio-PoliticaJ Sitndoh in Sondia. SSDF.
Seplenha 1984.  The mllltant tone of this plece Of propaganda aiid the abundant pLarist jargon it
contalnedvaenolmllyappeaLlngtothels8aqmnde[acoorermtistMusLinTrfa±'.
a_]Sceth®pessrdcaEeotUSCwothBedermcoT]|u2|89±|0®ft9,Cooperndon.^Ilia.ueand
Eveun.al Unity Of the Somali Opposition.
38de-y's tBpori cited above oonnmed Op. 53i5) the presence of OgaadeerL rfuges in the
Somli  Amry  even  trdon  1988  md  the  organization  of  rrfugees  in  Ere-rilitary  units  as  a
co`mterfoce to SNM guerillas in the Nordi.  Mongan's seenet repor( in Jaiuery 1987 also menfrord
theremobilizatiorLoftheWSITtoflghiagalnettheSNM
39As its mne chady Shows. it vas an oppesltlon gro`Lp-   qsed in I,ondm- dedicated to Sormu

n8tlrml unity, formed by emed lnlellectuals fed up with chn pelitics.  Its chaimm vac Mahanuul
Sheeth Ahmed Musa (fomet presldenL of the Supeme Coult in So"lla in the endy 70's) and its
Secfetary Oenenl, Mahammad Robleh. a harriste[,  Maharmnld provided a useful cent.ribution to (he
oITasitim stniggle in the 80's as nesideot of die Somall lj]wyers Conimitne for Ifunm Rights.
with hcadquartel5  in  Imam    This  group  was  respozisibLe  for  ¢ransl8ting  into  mglich  mny
inpemnl donmmts like Morgan's r€potl  Maha"ud Sheen Amed`s well-kfLoVA probfty and his
•romli8ned.6landvi(hindeopposlttoiigavemuchenedmlltyto(heCin[ritteestotemezds.

4°Son]/jaobiAcDutqfcfv¢Trar.VAchingfroD.C.,June5.1983.p.L

4'.PfnbendonsOftherneetingbytheopposihoninNorth^nerica,WrfugtoD.D.CL.oc`dhe\Z2,

1988.
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42For example,  SNM and  SSDF rna again in Tripdi  with Mengisoi  on the request  Of colonel

Jauoud,Cradhnd'sas5isuninLybia,andtheunifLcationiss`Iewasthominitemonlheagenda(7ife
Indian Ckran Nowsletler. Z3| 10n2.
43As an H8wiye opporml told us:   To the Hawlye, 1hcre is nthlng worse than the Mardaan.

except the Majeerleiin- (in(ervlew with in opponent  I I/02/88).  However, sore Hawiye did indeed
jchthcSSI)FordeSNM:chaffilintiondoesne(alvIysdctcttninerditicaLatitude6.
44Foreuriple.HuschA.Bulhah'5judgenieiionthcSOSAF,indeariiclepreviouislyciled:meir

mctivatimistorapLaceoneuloafthefamilybyam(her.honicaLLy,demilitarywingQfthiscDque
calls itself:  The Somu Salvaiim Any r
45Fbmer Alnbassador to Italy and  Frmce,  Ph D  (in fact  one of the for  Marechaan who  were

educated when Mrfummad Siyaad catrLe to power. he is cheeLy mhnd to the Prideni).   be he
bemuvin8inPadsginceheresignedasaMinisterattheI'feddmeyin198L.
46Mchamed  Said  Samatar.  -Who  Whun?~, A/Hca  Events,  Mflrch  L987,  p.  32.    The  words  wne

`inderliTed by the aiithor hinself.
47md. p. 93.

48Lindsey I(iin, -Sonmha do(s end in any massacre., Z7re G«anal'an. July 22. L989.

49As plumed by the Head Of State and his close associates.   See Morgan'§ secret repat (23roL/87)

tranBlaual   nd   armouted   by   the   ]espccted   Mohamoud   Shath   Ahmed   Misa.   Gcthbiirsay.
Warirmgau and other I)aaroed chins were cited.
5°For example,  the  SarLa[on  (Godabilrsay)  colrvcned,  on  the  8overnnent  [cquest,  a  meeting  of

abou.loo cldas which was held from 4/10/88 to 6/ LO/88 at Qulujeed, in the Etorama District.  In the
nag/LeoftheUnityofSondintheyagredtoestablish&dofenceforc€topro.ectthdrterritory(.fro
re8ionOfAwhL.)fromthe'anedtmdits-(offLchLfomulancttomentintheSNMbyitsmme).
h  exchange and  besides  the  e]tpected  weapons  nd  anununilions.  they  asked  for  more  public
invesrmenl  in  the  regiofL  musport  infurfucaipes  and  also  some  mcasiires  to  fror  de  trade
activities conducted by cia businesmen [from a typcschp( repch of this nee.ing|.   Ihe exJs(cnce
of a Oochbiirsay Fron. fl8h(ing  ELgains¢ the SNM is explicitly meritioned in Gersony8 tepolt   See
also. 7ife Jrdian acean IV,nusletrer. NO 356.12/ 11/88.
5LFor  tile  opposke  point  of view.  see:    Oma[  asmm  Rabeh.  'rfe  North  remain  par.  of the

Naticn .....   fovli6   d'ftrdcs   SomaJi.enngA}pmah.   Sa.c!ies   Review.   NO   8   July    1989.   pp.   5i.
AI`honghlhewhoLequestionlsstillamtte[Ofdeba(cmdsoneoftheauthor'sangumentschouldbe
uha into coosidetain q`o me of this paper is mrs than polemical and rmny Of its propriticms
appear to us vny unfur to the SNM.   The rsponsrbilities of the  military  regine in the  ounent
disintegrathgsituntLonofthes.atearepetmentioned-cteventhemneOfthePresiden(lI.e.alone
the  atndties  peqxanted  by  the  §ondi  `Nationd`  AmLy.    This  ar(isle  is  repesenlative  of  the
eattemlst an±i-SNM pain( Of view.
52See the Casmope/I.to, NO 6. April  L986.   Ttiis information was also confLrmed by a SNM Official

in inlerview.  As a qndter Of fact the pditicaL progmm of the SNM claims n will to .confom to the
otiectives and  princlpLes of the United  Nations  Ot8ardzation and  Organization Of Amcan Uni.y.
which could  Lead  a  futue govemmen(  to give up all claims  on O8aden in accordance  with the
achowledgemeniofthecoLonlalbotdas.
53/I/}ica con/iderful. v. 24. No 15. July 2o. 1983; ,lfi.ca IVow. Thru 1983.

54Howover. sons Rahanweyn and I]idL are sald to have cmaeed in  1989 their o`m par(y, opposed

tothepnesemngiine;seethe/ndirnOccanIvowdeaer.No388,24/06/89.
55Ajirfu conjiderful, v. 24. No 15. July 2o, 1983.



THE SOMAII OPPOSITION FRONTS: SOME COMMENTS AND

QUESTIONS

S:_SNM:   Ftfih Congress  February 2"aroh 10.  198J.  Pol.ideal Program of ihe Sond} Nahond

Mov€rty„,  pleprred  and  tmushted  by  the  U.S.  and  Cinadr  Branch  of  the  Somali  NaticmL
Movement. June 14, 1989. p. 3.  Pndously. a pohical pxpgnmine had been diseloed after the 1984
cerLgfess and publiched in 8 bocklel with die cofLstlqtiorL sous -consllrutimal ndes Qf ppeedure'
and  a  chaEter tilled  .Basic  Facts on the  Somall National  Movemen...    It  confabs  unml.igngus
zefcmaicestothelmineLenasoftheWestemkindofpahimenfarydcmocmey:chtilrighls,secret
ballot, multipaftlsm md accounfability.
57SSDF,op.ciLp.15.Wehavenatbeenabletoseoureacopyofthelatesttextsof.heSSDFwhich

mlgh. chow a nonble evohelm Of its pomcal stands.

58USF=   Ike polidcal strateev Of Use. u\c wotth8  ®onferape,  tome,  27|02ftg±|O8|89.   We
have aha ben told that a more detailed political progDn `]qu be discund and voted by the liel(
congres Of USC, in 1990.  A dmft is now circuhatin`g within the ongahatiorL
59SNMpolifica|program(1987)citedabove.p.4.

cormowilLreprescattMogadichustatepowerifthctegionaL8orvemoriselected?See:SNngPcace

tor lhe  Jrom a/A/h.ca  in  lhe  Po/jrfuJ Jfrogmam  a/Abc SNW,  paEN3. sobmi(led  at the 4th amuL
confe"co Of the Center for the S.udy of the llom of Afl:ice. May 26".  L989,  Now Yorii P. 5.
The lrml government is justified b)I dte authors in possibly refusing to apply  rules edicted by the
cenml government a 8}   The latter is gmnted very limited competences:   the montry, fopedgn
and defaise pollcleg (p. 8); dependent on the regiomL government for its furmctal resources, i. is
ceminly nut EL -string. sead*
6'Ibld.

6Ihid.

63Even though the Movement foresees some -essential pwhlems  tha( `yilL be inhi(ed frm the

totalitafian dictatorship. , op. cit. p. 5,
6_4_Se±`:I:M`PcaceforiheHomo!Africain.hePolihoalProgramOfiheSNM.e3lediLhove.p.a.

The SNM proposes a very erlended cooperation betweezL the two countries.
65ThiscmtiveSo"DlntelleduaLvhohvesinUSAchatosignhisinteresting,althou8htcobdef

papa                with                .                pseudonym:                                 Taaliye/.                                 See•Nowhac to Oo?'. ,4|fr.ca EvcA®. June 1987. pp. 40+.

660fcouceanarfuhtethcoryOf¢lltea.distirmfromchssanaLysis.isncededtogofurtherfrmi

this pain.
67AfficaConfidenllaLv.24.N015.July20.1983.

68Th|iyc'. op. dL P, 41.

69Theanalysischouldno.confuschowcverd`etshamieconservatistwingledbytheMndarfamily

and   backed   by   Saudi   Arable   well  represerited   among   the   louL   eLdes,   with  the   lshric
fundmentaLlsl militam clase to de Egyptian ishmic Brothas who are pprdytlzlng very actively
sevenL tsaaq communities in the Anb coumries.
7°ApprextlytheeearnyoflhaB.rautedthemovemmLtobeledfromitsstttmghoLdsinE.htopin

and wck in a ckeei assodatlm urn the SSDF and ds Ethiopia and Sovie( patrus:  the pquious
leadefchifi was regarded a5 too close to the Urfued S.ates and Soudi Aralrfu [Sce A;^].ca Con/idenffoL
v. 24. NO 24. 30/11/1983].
7LJustbefotefro5thCingmssheldinhteFchn.ary1987.SIIan)rowassaidtobelosingiDfluence

and min likely to replace him (See, 7flc /ndja» OccaA WowsA;aer. No 267. 3lrol/87].   Simuar
rurmrs  ate  spreding  around  now  and  nmhin  is  believed  to  be in  ihe field.  campaigning  for
chal"nshlp,  in  prepatatim  for the  men  congress  in  Febfunry  L990.    Ehn  he is  nat  the  only
candidate:   Hasaen use Jam rpm the Alab clan is believed to be interested  (rfu /ndjan  Cbean
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Jyev4Jeaer. NO 385. 3/Oq/89].   Sore lsaaq argue that after ltaber Aiml. Habe[ Yunis and mber
Ja'alo - .pe temrLs. it is the tub of this clarL .a secilm the chalmanship.
72sceforouinple,ZifeJndiamioceanJvowdeael:tro398,Za/09/89.

7+a  inre the c`.iction Of WardhilgLey,  I `inderfuand,  SNM  comsfitutm  was  amended  by  the

Congress and the posmm of Vicethaiman (Art. 51) din|ipcared.
74wh( the European philcophers Of the L8th ceiLtLiry vho studied the peroqiiisltes af a dutchle

politicalordiercalled-.hecivicvitbio.,
75See,  Sou3li  Ale/ford  Movene«..    Mrty.alid's  Corm.nin.arty  as  amended  by  the FTh Con\grs

¢ebdiap 26Jnrch  LO,  1987). stored by Mohamed Abdllkadl[ Fawh Coordinator Of SeeDetndat
Of lhe 5th Congoess, and lsmaeL Mohamoud Hutch  Chalrtmn of 5th CongDess, typcschpi   The
previous  canstltution va6 I]ppzuved ln de Fouth Congress (1984)  and accompanied  by  a set of
detalled niles md procedures which, us far as I how. veqr rorenacted in L987.  The inch chnges h
lhe  cclutlmlonal  .en  dealt  with  the  msponsibilities  Of  the  Chaiman  Of  the  Movemmt:    his
importhee h the  Cenml  Commltteo was incmsed  by  his  capcity  to  liminate  10  of the  55
mcqhers.I]ispcm/enswaeextcndcd`iThmarfucleexplicitlyconfimingthem{Art.53),thepcEhion
Qf Vbe Cha- vus cancelled.  The fir5l caostibttim of the rna/venenl tus adopted in 1981 and
diifeed oiL Diany prrimg, soch as the de§ignalion Of the Exenltive Committee with the rule enacted
in 1984.  unfortunately, I i]ra§ not chle to rind a full copy of this terd.
76The october  Lg8L  confeprL¢e elected  Ahmed Mahammd Guled (a businessimti who  I.Lnyed a

role in pro-indeprrfuee pelitics h the British SomBIiLand in the 50's. Who `]ras jailed h  1969 and
has bccq fiving since  L97j in Djfootrfu and Saudl Arabia) as Chaiman and Ahmed tslmlL 'Abdi (a
]P from Ehao in the 50's and 60s, REnlslor of Phnning in 'Abdirisaak/a ChbinEL from  1965  to
1967. jailed in L96g. rdcaed md anowed to lcavc the Com(ry h L971, who he uved ever since in
Ebst-Af)ha and Saudl Alabla) Seeneory GenelaL  Both wac members Of in Ejtecutiv® Cboulttee
Of cighi people inrfuding CoJmd Sa-rid 'Abdullaahi lgal  EAfi'ca  Con4eqpDrz[ry Jzecord 6J€2. 8.
261].   Ahmed Mahammad ouled was Bcian over.ly cmdred  -parfularly in Britch-for alleged
inefficiency md viofattons Of the imer mles Of the onganizndm   The SNM Second Con8res in
L982 chated us ChAiman Yuusuf Sheen 'AII MEldaT (fomer dipLomal Qf Slyaad. Ihbcr Awol. the
dondrml haq cia h Hapgeysa aea and sop Of the much fe§peded teligiviis lcadc[ SheeEh .All
mdar).   Under his lnfluenee,  the SNM acoeanra.ed  ds  islamic idenfty  and  drew  closer to  the
cornervauve Anb coundes.  Yuus`rf lost the Ltalcrchip diiing an emengeney meetil`g of the CentmL
committee h NoveDalm 1983.  'AbdrL[adir Kosar 'Abdi (Haber Y`inis. fomer colmeL h the Somalt
any  nd  head  of  the  SNM  military  bmch)  be¢ane  the  ILow  chalman  and  the  Eleelitive
Commlqu3q  reduced  fquL  eleven  mca]bcrs  to  five.  with  only  one  civilian  s`Lr`thdng  from  the
previcus  E.C.,  Hasaan  'llso Jar.La  (Amb-Isanq,  a  fomier  BBC  Sormli  service broadcaster).    mc
Founh Cch8tes5 of (he SNM met 8t q`e end of July  L984 in Ethiopia and  elected Ahmed Silanyo
Chflirmm of a -wed E,C. whac ciulllaiig won back a rmjchty.  Silanyo was reelected ori March
9, L987, at the end of die Fiifth Cangtess.
77See. Rated. Gcny. op, clt. p. 40i.  The re|m mentions a summary oxecutlm Of about fifty

priioncfs Of nob-]saeq clams.  a majorfuy  Of which wets civilians  who had  nothing to  do with de
aove- or the Amry. a cleat vtolallon of All 7. Fifst Sectioo. Of SNM enrindm  ledng
nd  murderfu8 coofaveac An. 35, First  §ectim   b lrcr`ild be ncarerLheLe6s a  hit dlchonest to  pu(
theseunpardombLeexcessesint.alancowlththeGovemDcmcampaienof'chLlfatiorL'vhichvcnt
lino the flmL phase in hhy 1988.
78Somlis who have ha tchtivcg possessions and pcri(lms may have mflt>w aims; due to met

expehences Of war they imy p`it chn before mtion aholutly.  11 dcms tict mcan, aliiiwry, that they
dondstilLLcokforfchhrlght,.Loermeeand`neomprmlsingmdonaLleaderilp.
79seeA/h.ca evym. Angusi 1987. .I)Oath in Musrm.. anonymous.


